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THE LIFE 



HONOURABLE SIR DUDLEY NORTH. 



A Continuation of the farther Proceedings in the 
Avanious Demand of the Tunis Basha, and its 

final Conclusion : with an Account of another 
Avania, and the Lawsuit about the Misteria Pri- 
vilege; with some Passages following upon the 
Defeat at Vienna; all which matters, being of 
like nature with the former, are here added, as 
they were extracted from other correspondencies 

from the same house at Constantinople. 

" The Vizier Azeni having made his demand 
of fifteen purses, to determine that demand 
in favour of the English ; which sum the Turks 
thought little, to free so great a demand ; and the 
English thought it too much to give on so false 
a pretence \ and the Turks, finding they could 
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2 LIFE OF THE 

fasten nothing certain on us, but good' vords, 
* that the business being done, we would not be 
ungrateful ;' the vizier again calls the ambassador 
to justice, with intention, to cdl appearance, really 
to condemn ua in some very considerable sum, 
which, between him and the grand signor, should 
have been eaten up, and the basha get but 
little. 

" When we were come to justice in the vizier's 
house, tiie basha makes a double denumd against 
us of a thousand purses of money, specifying the 
particulars, till the vizier cried, * Hold ! it is 
enough ;' and yet the basha cried, he had yet 
farther demands. The vizier demands the am- 
bassador's answer ; which was, in short, to deny 
all, and to argue that we were not liable to answer 
so unjust a demand. But, after all we could say, 
we had certainly been condemned, but that the 
ambassador found out an expedient to demand 
time to acquaint the king of England therewith ; 
for which end a convenient time was granted. 

" The demanding time, in Turkey, is commonly, 
by the Turkish officers, understood as if the party 
had a mind to compound with them. And certain- 
ly so the grand vizier understood it ; whidi made 
him grant it so easily : but afterwards, Ending 
soon how he was fhitftrated, I believe he heartily 
rqiented of it. Soon after, came advices to Con- 
^tantinoiAe <^ Sir Jt^n Fincb^ Being recalled, 
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HON. Sim DUDLEY NORTH. 3 

and my Lord Chandois going to succeed him, who 
would bring letters, in answer to his demand, 
Beam his majesty ; which advice the ambassador 
sent to court, and thereby stopped all proceedings. 

" A vizier is, in some measure, afraid of an 
ambassador, tiU he hath had his audience of the 
grand signor, where he may easily and unavoid- 
ably complain of him ; which audience being once 
past, it is very hard for an ambassador to make 
complaints ; because the vizio" hath all his crea- 
tures about the grand signor : so that nothing 
can he done without attempting desperate means, 
which ambassadors, especially of rich nations, do 
not, but on very great exigencies, attempt. My 
Lord Chandois arrives at Constantinople, and 
brings from his majesty of England to the vizier, 
and to the grand signor, letters of two sorts ; one 
to be d€iivered in case the vizier did not comply, 
of a high nature ; and the other, as usual, of cere- 
mony only, to be delivered in case all went well. 

" In the first audience with the vizier, the 
ambassador. Lord Chandois, delivers the high letter 
from his majesty to the vizier, which the vizier 
read over all hittiself ; and made no other reply 
thereto, only hade him welcome. In this letter of 
his majesty to the vizier, he found his avanias 
laid open, and the king of England demanding 
justice for the detention of thfe capitulations, a 
thing of a high nature ; at which he was strangely 
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:dbvGoogIc 



4 1,IFE or THE 

surprised : for, though it was not imputed to him, 
but his kaia (who had been strangled a little be- 
fore) yet the vizier, to dear himself thereof, ordered 
three hundred purses^ or a hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars, to be paid to the treasurer by the 
Jew hb merchant, which was the sum the vi*ier 
received. The Jew pretended it was the dead 
kaia's money ; but we knevr well it was paid out 
of the vizi«"'s own treasury ; and the viziw ordered 
the ambassador not to say a word more of that 
matter. The money was received with all joy by 
the ambassador and nation, as a happy omen (being 
the ambassador's first negotiation) that all suc- 
cesses would be as prosperous : but there wanted 
not amongst us some who feared the ill conse- 
quences, which shortly after we found, paying too 
dear for this money. 

" In the same letter his majesty told the vizier, 
that he had examined into the demand of the 
Basha of Tunis ; in which he found all falseness 
and ingratitude ; and that, after so great kindness 
as freeing his goods from pirates of Malta and 
Leghorn, which he neither was nor could be 
obliged to do; he therefore required to have' the 
basha exemplarily punched, for making so un- 
reasonable and false a demand. This letter had 
the desired effect ; for the vizier whoUy dismissed 
that business ; which, I^think, was all. But, since 
(he Tunis basha is dead, and his heirs made the 
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HON. SIE DUDLEY NORTH. 6 

same claim, which is overcome, and a quietus ob- 
tained ; which hath removed all fears of farther 
trouble from it. 

" Hitherto aU goes well, and on our side : but 
the king's men of war, with the old ambassador, 
being departed, the grand vizier b^an to recol- 
lect with himself, how he had been deceived of his 
hopes by us, first in losing so great a sum, as he 
expected, out of the Tunis basha's business ; and, 
secondly, in refunding such a sum as three hun- 
dred purses, which he had kept so long in his 
maw ; and, therefore, resolved revenge upon us : 
And, consulting his jackab, the great customers of 
Constantinople and Smyrna, he was by them put 
into the following way. 

A Seventh Avania, of about Three per cent. Custom 
of Silk outward. 
" In Turkey, as in all countries, the importer 
pays one custom, and the exporter another ; but, 
at Smyrna, to avoid stealing of custom, which the 
Franks performed more cunningly than the people 
of the country, the Turks found it least liable to 
cheats to receive the exporting custom of the 
seller ; so that the Frank, by his own hands, as 
exporter, pays no custom. But, in the form of 
the capitulations, we are to pay three per cent, 
custom outwards, as well as inwards. Upon which 
foot, the vizier demands three per cent, on all 
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6 LIFE OP THE 

silk that had been shipped in five years time last 
past; which account woidd have produced near 
two hundred purses of money, or a hundred thou- 
sand dollars. The vizier, having had so ill success 
in meddlipg with the ambassador himself, thought 
fit to send him word, he had nothing to say to 
him, but, the customer demanding against the 
merchants, he must and would do him justice. 
Upon this account, the ambassador is sent for to 
tibe vizier's, with positive orders to bring all his 
merchants with him ; which he was forced to 
obey ; and there found many of the great officers 
of the empire. 

" The Turks at first were very civil to the am- 
bassador, declaring that this was the customer's 
demand against the merchants, in which the vi- 
zier must do justice. The fcaia went into another 
apartment to the grand vizier ; and, returning to 
the ambassador, declared, that the vizier had or~ 
dered the merchants to be put in prison, till they 
paid the custom of silk exported. To which the 
customer replied, there was no occasion for such 
a crowd, two of the chief were enough. So two 
merchants of the chief house were seized by the 
chiauses. The ambassador ui^ed what was pos- 
sible to be all^;ed in our defence, but could not 
be effectual ; when, taking one of them by the 
hand, he had great affronts put upon him ; which 
ferther to prevent, they stole away with their 
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HON. SIR DUDLEY NOXTH. 7 

chiauaes; and his lordship retired to Mb liouf^ 
h(^g time would show some reUiedj to tl»» 
desperate busiDess. 

" But, to show hov great a height of irre- 
ligion the Turks are come to, in acting tiiis via* 
lence contrary to their own law, take this pas- 
sage, which happened to one of the merchanta, 
who was a chief actor in this affair. He findii^ 
that, with his companioo, b& was going to prison,, 
wbidi, in Turkey, is extreme had, and the pei- 
aiHiers exposed to p-eat cruelties and tortures, 
thought best to say somewhat for himself; and 
thereupon he cried out, in the Turkish language, 
' That the Vizi» Azem's command was to put 
the silk max^ants iti' prison for custom due from 
them ; and that he was no silk merchant, and 
had never shipped any, and appealed to their law/ 
Now, the Turkish religion hath this artdcle in it, 
that the Turk, who refiiseth to go to the law.. 
when required, is divorced from his wife, bit. 
chSdren are bastards, and he an infidd. AU the- 
great oficers were startled at this appeal; but 
the cuatfuner of Constantinople, with great threats,. 
told the maichant that he would prove it upas 
him ; and so bade the officers carry him away, 
wfaidb they did. 

** Thay continwod in prison, in all, forty-two 
days ; in which time there wanted not treaties to 
accommodate the business, which, at last, with 
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8 LIFE OF THE 

Utmost difficulty, was concluded, by payment of 
an hundred and ten purses, or 6jfty-five thousand 
dollars. The merchants continued tolerably in 
health thirty-eight days, when one of them, he 
that had appealed to the law, fell ill ; and, upon 
occasion of the ambassador's interpreter coming to 
Mm, he said to the interpreter, in Turkish, ' That 
he would not die there : if he owed any man 
any thing, he would pay him : if he had done 
any crime, let his head fly ; since the ambas- 
sador coidd not tree him, he had slaves in his 
house, and he would send one of them with an 
arze* to the grand signor.* This was thought, 
considering the spies that constantly attended' 
them, to contribute not a little to a speedy con- 
clusion ; for, in two or three days time after, they 
were freed. 

" To demonstrate farther the precipitate vio- 
lence of Cara Mustapha, I will add what hap- 
. pened to the chief Dutch merchant and secretary 
to the ambassador, Signor de Brusses. He had a 
demand on a Gh%ek for a thousand dollars, for 
which he was forced to carry him before the vi- 
zier, where, making some small mistake, the vi- 
zier said he was a cheat. To which he replied, 
' That Franks use not to make false demands.' 
The vizier understanding that to reflect on Turks, 

* (An irresistible appeal to the Grand Signor with fire, to 
be, on &iliag of right, capital.^ 
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HON. Snt DUDLEY NORTH. 9 

as saying tbej did, was so angry, that he iintne- 
diately ordered him two hundred druhs oo the 
bare feet, in public divan, of which he had a 
hundred and eighty ; and it was thought be never 
recovered it, for soon after he died." 

An Account of the Misteria Privilege in Turkey, 

by the Merchant imprisoned, and who appealed 

to the taw, as above. 

" The misteria b a duty of one per cent, upon 
all goods by measure, and one and a half upon all 
goods sold by weight. This lies very heavy on 
some goods, and was exacted very troublesomely 
on our English merchants, especially for their lead 
and tin. 

" A Jew was farmer of this duty in Tikerdag, 
a little city near Constantinople. This man, having 
to do with Armenians, had great contests with 
them ; and the better to fortify himself! in his 
demands, and to get tlie duty of them, sought to 
get the barratt itself, which is the patent of the 
Misteri-aga of Galata, and the order or warrant 
of the duty ; but they that had it, would by no 
means produce it. This Jew, being a cunning 
fellow, and resolving, if possible, to get the better, 
whatever it cost him, applied to the grand sig- 
ner's chief page, caHed Sellectar-aga ; and, by 
laying out about' two hundred dollars io small 
agreeable presents, he obtains an authentic copy 
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10 LIFE OF THE 

of the Misteri-aga's bturatt Bat it stood him in 
DO Stead ; for it did Dot contaiD any wazrant for 
his- claim agaiost the Armeniana. 

" Upon this, he was much offended, and, find- 
ing his money thrown away to no purpose, de- 
sired, by any means, to get some of it back again. 
In order to which, he applied himself to me, whom 
he thought he might safely trust ; and, by making 
some small discoveries to me, as he thought might 
well turn to account, for what he might receive 
for his pains, not imaginiiig, as was believed, that 
the import was so great as it proved, obtained a 
promise of a reasonable reward, and left the book 
with me. I for (tivers we^a ti^ether strictly exa- 
mined it, and, in so doing, was much surprifled to 
find how the nation was abused, by being made to 
pay sharp duties, without any title or warrant. 
And, thereupon, I acquainted the ambassador and 
thflbuation with this discovery, and the evidence I 
had, by an authentic copy of the barratt ; and 
thereupon the ambassador gave the Jew a reward 
of a hundred dollars ; and it proved the saving to 
the nation of above two thousand five hundred 
dollara per annum, in that place ; for, in several 
lawsuits before the kaimacham, cadis, &c. we ch- 
taihed sentence in our &vour. 

" It may not be amiss to relate the manner of 
our {HToceeding. The Frendi ambassador, at bis 
audience, swght an utide to settle the misteria. 
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HON. SIE DUDLEY NORTH. II 

which much startled me; for I conctuded, if it 
were settled by capitulation with one Frank natioD, 
Giey would hear nothing against it from others ; 
and thereupon I communicated this grand secret 
to a French merchant, and showed him what 
might be gained by law. and how their article 
would deprive them erf that advantage. The 
Monsieur was sensible, and wrote to the ambassa- 
dor so as stc^qwd the profeetting in that point. 
Our ambassador, understanding this, was in a 
m(st furious rage with me, as if I bad disclosed 
the secrets of his nation. But I gave him reasonv 
upon consideration erf which he was satisfied. 

" After this, I called the misteri-aga to law, 
and the cause came at last to hearing before the 
rizira'. He refiised to compel the aga to show his 
barratt, as giving opportunity to pick holes in it ; 
but said, * If you would know any particular 
matters, I will search and tell you.' Then I adccd 
what duty I was to pay for ; the aga de- 
manded ' —— ; anditwas, upon. 

search, found to be but — -. : differ- 

ence enough ; and the vizier ordered that to be 
the rate. Then, having this encouragement, I 
came to my main point ; ' Sir,' said I, * I have 
brought in great quantities of lead and tin, neces- 
aar^ for the wars, at a time when you cannot be 
without ib.' The vixier toi^ good notice of that 
lead aad tin, and, searching, found it to pay but 
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, at which the aga was mudi 

startled, for he demanded, and used to receive 
. This was a thing so unex- 
pected to both the vizier and aga, that'they fell to 
searching the barratt over and over again ; but, 
after all, could find no other rate : whereupon sen- 
tence went accordingly ; to which the conjuncture 
of the wars did not a little contribute. But, all this 
while, the copy was a great secret, and so ought to 
continue among the merchants for ever; for It 
serves only to point out the weak places. And, if 
the copy had then been showed,^ it would have 
been taken from them, and means found to trace 
the deliverer, and the Jew, as well as his friend, 
have suffered fatally for it. 

" This service Z did the company and nation 
in Turkey ; and, in my return, expected their 
acknowledgments in some honorary way ; but, so 
far from that, I have not had common thanks, and 
scarce good looks ; which confirms au old lesson, 
that * He who serves a community, must secure a 
reward by his own means, or expect it from Grod.' " 

Some Passages since the cutting off Cara Musta- 

pfia, and his ill Management of the Hungarian 

War; by the same Merchant. . 

" Orders were sent to Belgrade {where, after 

the rout at Vienna, he was retreated) for taking 

off his head ; and, at the same time, to Constanti- 
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HON. SIB DUDLET NORTH. 13 

Bople, by the great master of the horse, for seizing 
all his estate ; which was done with great rigour. 

" This master of the horse (now vizier) was an 
dd friend to our nation ; which disposed the am- 
bassador to wait on him, telling him how barba- 
rously we had been treated, and instanced in 
divers particulars. Sullaraan Aga, as he was 
called, desired these might be listed, and given to 
him, saying he would show it to the grand sig- 
nor ; which was so done, and, among others, the 
list showed that of Fentloe's estate, that imported 
two hundred and ten thousand dollars. The 
grand signor, on sight of the list, orda^ that, 
due proofe being made, the heirs of the vizier 
should be made to give satisfaction. So all seem- 
ed hopeful, and very fiiir, 

" But that putting us upon proofii was, in truth, 
as much as to say we should have nothing ; for 
to bring legal ^^itness was next to impossible. Our 
own dragomen and servants were Christiana, 
whose testimony passeth not against Turks ; then, 
such bribing tyrannizing businesses are always 
acted underhand, with all privacy; so that few 
or none but the very actors know of them. And, 
divers times, the vizier's money was assigned to 
Jews, whose testimony also will not pass ; and the 
actors were the vizier's creatures, who, on his 
death, were generaUy dispersed : so that there is 
no proof left, except Usine Aga, the great cus- 
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tomer of Constantinople. This man could testify 
all, and find other witnesses ; but never will be 
persuaded to it." 

Memorandums of some things that passed in the 
Transactions at Adrianof^, 1675, when Sir 
John Finch had his Audience of the Grand Sig- 
nor, and renewed the Capitulations. 
" At Sir Jolin Finch's first arriTal at Adria- 
nople, he waa infinitely displeased with his conack 
(or lodpng), it bdng neither for honour nor 
convenience fit for his lordship's reception ; the 
fault of which was imputed to Signor Antonio 
Prarone, his second dragoman, who had been there 
almost two months before, chidly for the provid- 
ing his lordship's honourable reception and. con- 
venience there. His lordship's anger proceeded 
to that height against Signor Antonio, that he 
vowed, with the most exewable protestations, 
never to be reconciled, nor to suffer him to stay 
in town ; but threatened to warn him, in twenty- 
four hours, to be gone for Constantinople, else he 
would have him drubbed. Signor Antonio took 
no farther notice thereof, but retired to his pri- 
vate lod^ng, and gave out, that his affairs re- 
quired him at Constantinople, whither he was 
ready to go. Signor Georgio Drapieres, the chief 
dragoman, the next day, by order from court, had 
a better house, belonging to a Jew, emptied, whi- 
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tber hia exceUeocj removed ; still keeping the 
(AheT also for servants, &c. which somewhat ap- 
peased. Then, after the end of three days, Mr. Hyat 
advised Signor Antonio to humble himself to my 
lord, and ask his pardon. He went jHcsently, 
end did it ; and my l(»d immediately forgave bU, 
and took him into as fiiil.grace and favonr as ever. 
" His excellency, thus settled, called the nation 
together, and advised with them, what new arti- 
cles he should demwid to be inserted in the capi- 
tulations ; which beii^ i^^reed upon, and turned 
into Turidsh, they w»e sent to the vizier's kaia, 
that they might be by him {H«sented to the vizier, 
having first had the advice of the rets efiendi {or 
chancellor as to acts of state), who had promised 
his assistance in the passii^. Tlie kaia received 
than very &vourably, giving the like fair pro- 
mises of bis assbtance. Some days after, the 
dragomen soliciting for an answer irom the kaia 
and reis efiendi ; it was demanded whether, in 
the article rdating to the custom of cloth, the 
cloth of his own nation only, or t^at of other 
nations also, was intended ; which his excellency 
was glad to hear ; and, to clear that point fully, 
sent them word, that he meant it only ibr Eng- 
lish cloth, and was willing they should except 
Dutch, French, and Venetian, expressly by name, 
if they pleased. The dragomen, continuing this 
solicitation^ were told, that matter of the articles 



:dbvGoogIc 



16 LIFE Ol' THE 

must be consulted with the teftardar, or chief trea- 
siirer ; but the grand signor keeping then solemn 
feasts upon the circumcision of his son, and mar- 
riage of his daughter, they must attend till those 
were over, before any business would be done, Hor 
could they, but very seldom, during those feasts, 
(K>me to the speech of .either the kaia, or t&s 
effendi. 

" The holy sepulchre at Jerilsalem, for many 
ag^, had remained in the custody of the Latins ; 
though all sorts of Christians had permission of 
saying their mass and prayers there at certain 
seasons, and in a certain course. Now there was 
a cert^ Greek, Paniotache by name, who bad 
served the Germans for many years as chief dra- 
goman, and, during the wars in Candia, was in the 
camp with the vizier ; where, being serviceable, 
he had obtained his favour in a great d^ree; 
and, taking his times, insinuated into the vizier, 
that the Greeks were faithful subjects of the 
Turkish empire ; whereas the Latins, or Franks, 
had kingdoms and empires, and lived' in hopes 
again to conquer, and possess the Holy Land, 
whenever they might be but at peace among them- 
selves ; and that this their custody of the holy 
sepulchre, was a 'kind of footing, that they pre- 
tended to hold of their old right. That among 
Christians, the custody of that holy place was 
looked on as a great honour and prerc^tive, and 
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HON. SIR DUDLEY NORTH. 17 

that it was much fitter for the honour of the 
Turkish empire, that their vassals, who were 
faithful to them, and had no other dependence, 
should be honoured with it, rather than strangers, 
who, for the most part, are in perpetual hostility, 
and, at best, but false friends. B7 such means, 
he obtained privately (his own nation knowing 
little thereof, until it was done) a solemn grant of 
the thing desired, confirmed by the grand signor s 
own signature. But, considering how he had been 
aH along a servant to the Franks, he enjoined 
the Gi'eeks not .to make use thereof until after 
his decease, which, not long after the vizier's 
return from Candia, happened ;, when the Patri- 
arch of Jerusalem took out commands, and was 
put in possession of the Sepulchre, and the Franks 
drove out, without being able by any means to 
defend themselves ; though great offers of money 
had been made, and all endeavours used. 

" The friars of Jerusalem that attended this 
business, desirous to move every stone that might 
be for their advantage, hearing that his lordship 
intended a renewal of the capitulations, were very 
desirous to get an article inserted in their favour, 
which, one day, mi^t.be a means for obtaining 
their point. For they found that, in the main- 
tenance of the privil^es they had long enjoyed, 
and had many private grants for, they wanted 
the solid fund- of a nation, and an ambassador 
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j:,GoogIe 



18 LIVE OF THE 

to Stand up for them, which, in Tui^ey, are 
things of a considerable figure, and can at any 
time press bimness, when poor friars cannot be 
heard ; especially those that live in Jerusalem, 
that are Spaniards, who have no peace or treaty 
with the Tm-ks. Thereupon they applied to 
his lordship, and showed him the article they 
desired, both in 7\irkish and Italian, telling his 
lordship that they would willingly spend, to have 
it inserted in the capitulations, the sum of fif- 
teen thousand dollars. Whereupon his lordship 
procured a private audience of the kaia, and 
moved him in the matter, who very kindly received 
him, and, when he moved the matter relating to 
the Frank friars, had very fiiir words given him, 
and great hopes that the same should be obtained; 
to such a d^ree that his lordship thought the 
budness most easy to be done, and feared some- 
body else might get it before him, so he conjured 
the kaia, that it should not be granted to any 
other but himself. 

" His excellency then also treated about giving 
his majesty of England the title of Padisha, as 
the French have in their capitulations. He re- 
ceived most civil and courteous expressions from 
the kaia, with great promises, &c. But he was 
told that now, during the feasts, nothing could be 
treated of; but, as soon as they were over, he 
should have all imaginable dispatch. Things 
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[ thus, and the dragomen taking all opr- 
portuolbes to solicit, were often told by the kaia, 
and reis, th^ the articles had been several times 
read over to the vieier> and that all were passed, 
onlj in the article coBcerning securing the goods 
of English principals, in tlie bands of such factors 
as should become Turks ; whereas it was required, 
that Christian witness might pass in such cases, it 
could not be so granted ; but the proofs were put 
upon the treasurer's books, mhI bills of lading, 
wherewith his excellency was well satisfied. 

" About this time, when his excellency intended 
another visit to the kaia, the dragomen were sent 
for, and the kma told them, that the grand sig'- 
Dor, havii^ occasion to send an api to Tunis from 
Smynia, it was desired that he might be trans- 
ported in an English ship ; to which piu-pose he 
required his letter to the consul of Smyrna ; which, 
though unwillit^ly, (yet not thinking it fit, in 
these exigencies, to deny what they must think so 
smdl a matter) his lordship granted. But the 
letter, being in such general terms, and too indif- 
ferent, would not do at Smyrna, so the messenger 
returned for a more positive order ; which also, 
on the same reasons, was granted, and the business 
done. Hereupon his excellency took occasion to 
mention {be business of Tripoli, and was promised, 
that the vizier, by this inessenger, should write 
effectually, as they said he did ; though no letter 
c 2 
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was seen, but his exceUency, on his part, wrote, 
bj the said Turk, a letter to Sir John Narborough 
to the same purpose. 

" The Greek patriarch, having now got know- 
ledge of his excellency's having undertaken the 
business for the Latin friars, came and demanded 
an audience of his lordship, wherein he laid dofrn 
the ancient protection the Greeks always had from 
the English nation, desiring in like manner his 
lordship's continuance thereof. Wbereunto his 
lordship replied with all civility and fair words, 
undertaking to adjust the business between the 
Franks and them, provided they would stand to 
what was right and reason ; whereupon his lord- 
ship had laige discourse with them, entering into 
the particular matters of the business, still aiguing 
in favour of the Franks, so that the Greeks went 
away with little satisfaction. A few days after, 
the patriarch of Jerusalem wrote a letter to his ex- 
cdlency, wherein he pretended to be indisposed, 
so that he could not attend his lordship in p»son, 
but desired that Mr. Covel, our minister, might be 
sent to him, having some things to discourse, which 
■were not proper for a letter. At his coming, the 
patriarch declared openly, that he well knew the 
ambassador, for a sunr of money, had undertaken 
the Latins part ; but that he should write to the 
king of England, and the archbishop of Canter- 
bury, from whom he doubted not but his lordsh^ 
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would receive bs murh thanks for assisting them 
as the others. 

" About this time abo, letters came from Eng- 
land, relating severe courses against the Roman 
Catholics, and his excellency much cooled in the 
fiiars' business, and began to declare, that he 
would not put their article into the capitidations ; 
but he would endeavour to procure them another 
hattesherif in their fevour. At this the friars 
were much troubled, and pressed all they could to 
have it in the capitulations, offering more money ; 
but, not being heard, were contented it should be 
as his excellency pleased. 

" His excellency, during the feasts, sent fre- 
quent presents of wine of Christendom, &c. to the 
kaia, and to Usine Aga, the great customer of 
Constantinople ; unto whom also his lordship very 
much desired to give a treat at his house, and 
often sent to invite him. But he never came, 
though he many times promised it ; and always, 
when he saw the dragomen, either at the kaia's, 
or elsewhere, he spoke most kindly to them, salut- 
ing the ambassador, &c. And once, the drago- . 
men passing by, he called thein up, and told them, 
that all the demands his excellency had made, 
were granted, and that henceforward, the king of 
England should be called Padisha as well as the 
French king : but withal wondered, that they 
should think such grants were to be obtained for 
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noUiing, and told them, money was expected ; 
whereupon the dragomen went to the . reis, and 
acquainted him therewith, who also confirmed the 
same to them, and farther said, he understood the 
same from the kaia. The dragomen coming 
with this news to his excellency, he rejoiced at it, 
taking it as a sure ailment of the success of his 
business, and next day he seat the dragomen to 
the kaia, and promised him one thousand chequinest 
for the vizier, one thousand dollars for himself, 
and the like for the reis. 

" In this posture the business stood during the 
feasts. Until those were over, there was no hopes, 
either of audience, or knowing any greater cer- 
tainty of our business. However, the dragomen 
often went to the kaia, and reis, and always 
brought from them news, that all was granted, 
and that, when the feasts were over, his lordship 
should have bis audience, and be dispatched. 
The feasts ended, and applications were made fmr 
dispatch, and it was promised to be suddenly ; but 
put off for some weeks, till the day of pay* was 
come. During all which time, solicitations being 

*■ ^1 think. Sir PaiilRycaut takes notice, that the Turks pay 
their officers their saUries in the preaenct: of some foreign 
ambassador ; to the inteat that other nations may be wit- 
nesses of tlie great riches of the Turkish empire, when they 
shall see four or five hundred thousand dollars upon the 
table. This is what is meant here by the pay day .3 Note 
in Ike Original. 
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;^so made coDcerDitig the businesfl* it was again 
reported, that some of the artides must be showed 
to the teftardar; whidi much displeased his 
excellencj, fearing Usine Aga might have done 
somewhat iH^judjcal to the cloth article : where- 
upon it was thought good (Usine Aga never hav- 
ing come to his lordship) that his lordship should 
make him a visit, to see whether or not any op- 
podtioa was to be feared from him ; and, for the 
better colour, his exceUency pretended to discourse 
him upon some disputes about the custom of silk. 
After they had talked some time tc^ther, Usioe 
Aga told the ambassador, that he had to acquaint 
hint as a friend, of a business, which was by grant 
of the grand signor, and that was concerning the 
new Custom-house at Smyrna, where all ships 
were now ordered to come and unload, as at Con- 
stantinople ; the which, he told his excellency, it 
was in vain for the Franks to oppose, so counselled 
him not to stir in it. Whereunto his lordship 
replied very little, only thpt he had not yet any 
ci^izance of the case, but should carry himself 
therein with all justice and moderation ; and so 
they parted with great professions of mutual 
kindness. 

" His excellency, for better countenance to the 
dragomen in their complaint of delaying his audi- 
ence, wrote a letter to the kaia, pressing expedi- 
tion, and desiring to know if there was any stop 
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in his business, and where it lay, declaring him- 
self ready to argue any point before the vizier, 
with any one that should oppose it ; desiring also 
his counsel how he should behave himself, and 
whether he would advise him to make any appli- 
cations directly to the vizier, or no ; whereto the 
kaia answered with all kindness possible, that his 
excellency should not trouble himself, but that all 
was well, and granted ; and that as soon as the 
teftardar could get money ready for the pay, my 
lord should have his audience and dispatch. 

" Pay-day came, and my lord received his 
audience with the usual formalities ; then new ap- 
plications were made to the kaia, for dispatch ; 
and, instead of finding all things complete and 
done, it appeared that they had then only begun 
to read over the articles, and'to consult what was 
fit to be done. This was most evident, in regard 
the paper, which his excellency gave in with the 
articles at first, could not be found for some time. 
The kaia and reis putting the having thereof on 
one another ; and, at last, after much search, it 
was found in the hands of a page of the vizier's. 
And, as for the word Padisha, my lord was told 
positively, that the grand signer would -not con- 
sent that it should be put in. After some time, 
the articles were brought to my lord, as they were 
drawn up by the reis, in phrase fit for the capitu- 
lations, which was with great joy read over to his 
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excellency ; bat being showed to the vizier, he 
caused thera to be wrote over again in two 
papers, the one of which contained such articles, 
as had any relation to the revenue, as the custom 
of cloth, silk, &c. the which the vizier caused 
to be sent to the teftardar basha, to have hia 
opinion, whether it contained any thing prejudicial - 
to the public treasure ; but the others he gave 
with his beycardish (or order) that they should be 
wrote in the capitulations. Hereupon the drago- 
men applied to the teftardar, and had many con- 
ferences with him. He demanded for what reason 
they desired these articles, and why the capitula- 
tions might not pass as they had done hitherto. 
Whereto was replied, that it was that we might 
be at a certainty, and not to fall every day in dis- 
pute with ignorant and impertinent customers. 
To that he, smiling, answered, that was not the 
reason ; our intent was, to bring a finer cloth than 
we did formerly, and to pay no more custom than 
for a coarse. However he promised to pass it. 
He had some discourse also about the hattesherif 
of Aleppo, why it could not remain as it had done 
many years, and that now it must needs be put 
into the capitulations. However he rested satis- 
fied, and said all should pass ; but yet we had 
great doubts and feai-s ; and the business not being 
done, my lord, the next day, made another visit 
to the kaia, wherein his excellency argued the 
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doth business, and gave in to the kua a list of the 
extraordinaiy custom we paid on many other 
gooda ; to all which the kaia answered tfa^ iiis 
lordship need not doubt bat the teftaidar would 
pass all, and the busineus should suddenly be 
done. 

" At this audience, his lordship had some dis- 
course likewise about the word Padisha, to which 
the kaia answered, that it was just and reason- 
able, and that he would move the vizier again 
about, it.. Also his excellency moved the kaia 
in the business of the Mars of Jerusalem, to wfaieb 
tine kaia seemed easy, and desired an arze, or 
petition, to move the vizier thereon, which his 
excellency, having ready, gave him, and he pro- 
mised to deliver it to the Vizier Azem, and move 
him on their behalf. 

" Few days after, the articles being come to the 
reds, and he having b^un to ingross the capitula- 
tions, the kaia minded the dragomen of the money 
they had promised, bidding them get it ready ; 
which was accordingly done, and, by his excel- 
lency's order, a day was appointed for the pay- 
ment thereof. And because the teftardar had so 
civilly passed the articles, a present was ordered 
by his excellency for him, which the dragomen 
and treasurer going to deliver, they met the news 
of his being displaced (for he was made basha of 
Grand Cairo), so they returned, and saved that pre- 
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sent. The appointed day for the payment of the 
money being come, the treasurer and dragomen 
went with the same, and finding the kaia in the 
vizier's house, he told them, it was very well, but 
he would not meddle therewith before he had 
Bpoke with the basba. Thence they went to the 
reia efiendi, who willingly took the money brought 
f(ff him, and, showing the articles, which- were 
then drawn up fair, all was as expected, only the 
article concerning tumiug Turk ; and there, where- 
as it was said the proof should be put upon the 
treasurer's books and bills of lading, that was 
quite taken out, od the thing left without any 
proof at all, but as the law of the country stood. 

" The dragomen going to the kaia for an an- 
swer to the arze, in behalf of the friars of Jeru- 
salem, the kaia told them bis excellency would do 
well to leave all thoughts of that matter ; for the 
vizier would not hear of it ; but as a business 
done by the grand signor, it must remain as it is. 
And, for the capitulations, they went on, and the 
dragomen daily brought an account of the pro- 
gress ; as their being wrote, signed by the reis, 
the turah, or royal firm, set, &c. and remaining in 
the hands of the vizier, who waited an opportunity 
to present them to the grand signor to sign. 

" The dragomen going daily to the kaia, to 
piiess expedition, received promises, that all would 
be ready suddenly, and inquiring the vizier's, plea- 
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sure, concerning the money promised, received for 
answer, that he had spoke with the vizier thereof, 
and that he said, he had not hitherto taken any 
thing of any amhassador, and would not now ; 
but what he had done was for right and justice. 
WhweupOQ it plainly appeared, that, notwith- 
standing the kaia, in the beginning, had pressed 
for money, yet the vizier knew nothing of it ; nor 
did he expect, but what was done would have been 
without any mention of it ; and all was a strata- 
gem of the kaia and reis to get money for them-, 
selves. 

" The dragomen pressed again about the word 
Padisha, to "which the kaia replied, that he bad 
endeavoured all that was possible, but without ef- 
fect ; not having been able to obtain it, though he, 
in opposition to the French, desired it so much, 
that he would willingly spend five purses (or two 
thousand five hundred dollars) of his own money, 
that we might have it. These answers his excel- 
lency received with great joy, and immediately 
ordered the treastirer and dragomen to carry him 
his money the next day ; and, seeing the vizier 
had, with so much gentility, refused the money, 
the dragomen were ordered to tell the kaia, that 
his lordship had the same books of Atlas, which 
the Dutch had formerly presented to the Grand 
Sgnor, which, if he thought they would be accep- 
table, he would present to the grand vizier, toge- 



:dbvGoogIe 



HON. Sift DUDLEY NORTH. 29 

ther with some superfine vests of cloth, at his au- 
dience, when he should receive the capitulations 
from his hand. To which the kaia answered, 
that he would acquaint the vizier, and know his 
pleasure concerning the books ; but, for his part 
of the money, they might bring it ; which was ac- 
cordingly done the next day, betimes in the morn- 
ing, t^ his own house, where, after the treasurer 
and dragomen had some time attended his com- 
ing out, they understood that he had taken horse 
at the women's apartment ; which when the dra- 
gomen were apprised of, they ran to him, and told 
him, that they had brought the money, which he 
bade them deliver to his treasurer, or chief page ; 
but when the kaia was gone, the hasnadar abso- 
lutely refused to meddle with it, without imme- 
diate order from the kaia, saying he had many 
.times received blame in such cases, the money paid 
him having proved less than it ought to have been. 
So the dragomen .went to the vizier's house, and 
spoke with him thereof, when he wrote two words 
on a scrap of paper, which being brought to the 
hasnadar, he made no farther scruple, but took 
the money, in a manner as if it had been payment 
' of a due debt, bending and trying the pieces of 
gold, and telling it twice over. 

" The dragomen still continue their solicita- 
tions for dispatch, but without effect ; all answers 
being still dilatory, that the vizier could not Ijc 
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Spoke with, and other put-ofTs. His excellency 
fell into an extreme passion against the dragomen, 
accusing and blaming them, and vowing that if in 
two days time he had not a positive answer when 
his business should be done, or where it stuck, 
that he would make new applications to the vizier 
by means of Mauro Cordato« a Greek dragoman 
to the grand signor's divan, or go in person him- 
self, to the kaia without them. 'This spirited 
the dragomen to press all that they could possi- 
bly, acquainting their friends of their condition ; 
and, about three days ailer, they bring word to 
his lordship, that, on Fiiday following, his excel- 
lency should have audience of the vizier, and re- 
ceive from his hands the new capitulations, and 
letters to the king of England ; which appeased 
iJl, and the treasurer, in consideration of the 
monies being refused, was ordered to prepare a 
handsome present to be given to the vizier at 
that time. 

" Things standing thus, just on the conclusion, 
there arrives an express from Smyrna to his ex- 
cellency, with letters from the consul, signed by 
the whole nation there, praying his excellency to 
protect them in their ancient rights and privileges, 
against the innovations of Usine Aga, chief custo- 
mer of Constantinople, who pretended to make 
them land and ship off all their goods at the scale of 
the new Custom-house, and no more at their own 
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lioiues, as they bad done formerly ; but his excd- 
ieacy did not, in this conjuncture, think fit so 
much as to take notice of his receipt of such a 
cinnphiiiit. 

" Friday now drawing near, Signor Antonio 
Perone, the second dr^oman, the very day be- 
fore, went to the kaia to see if the audience hdd 
for die next day, as bad been appointed ; and, 
cSscoursing the kaia, he found the appointment 
stood good, but that there was not any hatte- 
sherif (or grand signer's handwriting) upon the 
ca{ntulations, as we always used to have ; the 
kaia saying, the Venetians and French not hav- 
ing any, there was no need thereof. Whereunto 
the dragoman replied, that, we having had one to 
our former capitulations, he knew well his excd- 
lency would be infinitely displeased, not to hare it 
now ; but alt the answer he could have, was that 
it could not be. Thereupon, without coming to 
my lord, he went immediately to the reb effendi, 
ui^ng the same to him ; who also said, that the 
vizier had declared, there should be none, nor 
would he alter ; and when he pressed him to move 
the vizier again, he absolutely refused it, saying, 
he knew the vizier to be a man firm to bis 
rescdutions, and not to be moved. Yet Signor 
Antonio, knowing the consequence of this matter, 
returned again to the kaia, and pressed him so 
^r, that he procured bim to write to the vizier's 
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Muhurdar (or privy seal-keeper), a favourite page, 
to move the vizier in it, from whom also, after 
some time, answer came, that he neither durst nor 
would more the grand signer in it. On this, 
Si^or Antonio ran and fetched the old capitula- 
tions, which had the hand-writing of this present 
grand signor upon it, and laid them before the 
kaia, tilling him what an unreasonable thing it 
was, that the new capitulations should want the 
force the old ones had ; for how could it be said, 
'that a lesser authority could enforce a greater ? 
After all which, the kaia was prevailed upon to 
write himself a memorial to the vizier, which he 
sent by him, together with the old capitulations ; 
and not long after received an answer in writing. 
Whereupon he called the dragomen, and told them 
that the business was done, and that he should sa- 
lute the ambassador, and tell him that he hoped to 
get it ready in a few days more, saying that he 
might say three to the ambassador, but fae doubted 
not but in two to have it done. 

" This transaction, when thus passed, was re- 
lated to the ambassador. He was extremely an- 
gry, not only with the dragomen, but the kaia 
and reis, that they had not sooner acquainted him 
with this difficulty, and now, after he was come 
to a period, and the audience set for the very next 
day, to be put off without having any time fixed, 
was grie%'ous to that degree, that his lordsMp was 
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very sorry it was insisted od, but rather would 
have heeu content without it, thinking it enough 
that the French and Italians had it not. But it 
must needs have reflected much on his excellencT's 
proceeding, to have come short of that his prede- 
cessors had obtained, and whereof we had swag- 
gered and gloried so much. 

" The dragomen are at their old trade of srfl- 
citing for dispatch, and many days pass ; some- 
times they find the kaia ai^e against the neces- 
sity of having it, but yet he told them it should 
be done, and that, in order to it, the capitulations 
are in the hands of the vizier's muhurdar, to be 
presented to the grand signor, with several other 
writings, as soon as ' taVcish, or signlng-time, 
should be made to the grand signor. Whereupon 
his excellency ordered a present of four vests to 
be made to the muhurdar, to make him mindful 
thereof; and the old capitulations being also taken 
to show the grand, signor at his signing, to de- 
monstrate the precedent; not long after, news 
was brought that the grand signor had signed^ 
them, and that hb excellency should be ready to 
come to audience of the vizier when he should be 
called to receive them, which was accordin^y 
done, not many days after ; and Wednesday, the 
eighth of September, at three in the afternoon, 
appointed. When his excellency, going a little 
too soon, waited in the kaia's apartment till 
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prayers were over ; and, being called to the audi- 
ence of the vizier, he received from his hands the 
capitulationa, with the grand stgnor's own letters 
to the King of England. This being performed, 
I»%sent3 given and received, my lord returned^ 
with great joy. 

" Thus ended our tedious attendance at Adri- 
anople, which lasted near five months in the 
hottest season of the year ; the town crowded by 
means of the feasts, and the plague raging exces- 
sively, and thoi^fa his lordship lived in the fields 
and tents, yet, at last, it was got into his family, 
and some died, which made our remove to be as 
hasty as was possible to make it."* 

Atbought I shall here insert some few mnnoirs, wlueh 
ambatsa- wiU DOt fall apter in any other place. And first, 
^'"'' that after our merchant had been at the head of 

such great managements at Constantinople, and 
understood the Turkish eccmomy so well as he 
did, he was not without thoughts of making an 
English interest to have the authority of ambas- 
sador there, in the room of Sir John Finch. It 
was known, that his excellency was to be recalled, 
and another sent out, which |Ht)ved to be the 

* ^In the original MS. I ibund the Italian letter inserted 
h«re ; but, thinking it would le§s break the connexion of the 
■tory, I have put it by itself at the end of the book. J — 
Note bj/ the author. 
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I^ord ChandtMs. But in the iaterim, oor merdiant 
wrote to his best friend (not to the Company, or 
to any Turkey merchant whatever) to let him 
know that such a thing was practicable, and, if it 
might with int»est be obtained, he did not doubt 
but to do the nation better service than any be- 
£&re had ever done. But his brother Mr. Mountagu 
Ncn^ eidai^ed, and was exceedingly far gone 
with the project ; be raised many objections and 
then answered them ; as for instance, that one 
known to have been a merchant might be de- 
spised ; to which he answered, that the Turics 
have no r^ard to quality, but Uiat of the com- 
mission ; with much more to the same intent. But 
the only effect it bad with us, was to show, that 
they knew as little of London, and interest at court 
here, as we did of Constantinople and the Turkish 
Court there. But this design never took wind, nor - 
was known to any one upon the Exchange. 

The Turks have a sacred regard to ambassa- Note> 
dors, and will punish severely affronts done tobasaadors' 
any of them ; but they neither have any notion ^^"T""' 
of, nor will they be made to understand the differ- 
ence between an envoy resident, and ambassador ; 
and the Dutch resident there hath the same re- 
spect as any ambassador ; and when matters of 
precedency, or the like, occasion that difference to * 
be spoke of to them, " What," say they, " has he 
not a commission ? have you more ? and is not 
d2 
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^l the rest nothing?" The Spaniards neither 
h^ve, nor ever had an ambassador at the Forte ; 
which perhaps may be derived from their hatred 
to all Mahometans, for the sake of the Mocn^ ; and 
the grand signor pretends to a lai^ territory in 
Africa, and is owned, though little obeyed there. 
Several petit monarchies send ambassadors occa- 
sionally, and they are entertained as such, though 
their business be little else but selling of slaves. 
A Mingrelian ambassador came to Constantinople 
while our merchant was there : he had a great 
retinue of above two hundred ; but sold them all 
one after another, and his secretary last; after 
which, his embassy was at an end, and he retnmed 
home. The grand vizier, with whom ambassa- 
dors ordinarily treat, carries himself very stately 
with them, and will not bear an afiront to him- 
self, or government ; and however he provt&es, it 
is not safe to make a return, or any invidious 
comparisons ; so careftil a thing is it to comport 
in his presence. 

The adren- When our merchant went first up to Constan- 

turoi of "^ 

John the tinople, the Lord Winchelsea was our ambassador 

**' there. He was a jolly lord, and extremely fe- 

voured by the good Vizier Cuperli, who advised 

him. often to live after his way ; that is, as a man 

of pleasure, merrily ; and not trouble himself with 

busiiiess, which, upon application 1^ his dragomen^ 

^ould be done to .his hand ; and having a goodly 

D,„i,i=dbvGoogIe 



HON. SIR DUDLEY NOETH. 37 

person and mustacMos, with a world of talk, and 
and that all (as his way was) of mighty wonders, 
the vizier delighted in his company. In this 
time, one John, a quaker, went on a sort of pil- 
grimage to ConstMitinople, for converting the 
Great Turk ; and the first scene of his action was 
standing up in a corner of a street, and preaching 
to the people. They stared at him, and conclud- 
ing him out of his wits, he was taken and carried 
to the mad-house ; there he lay six months. At 
last, sonie of the keepers heard him speak the 
word EngHsh, and told it so as it came to the 
afnbassador's ear, that he had a subject in the 
mad-house ; his lordship sent and had him to 
his house. The fellow stood before the ambas- 
saidor with a ra^;ed dirty hat on, and woiUd not 
put it off, though he was so chained, and admo- 
nished; thereupon the ambassador ordered him 
down, and had him drubbed upon the feet, after 
the Tuikish manner ; then he was any thing, and 
would do any thing; and afterwards did own 
that that drubbing had a great effect upon his 
^irit. Upon searching him, there was found in 
his pouch, among a few beans, a letter to the 
grand signor, very long, and canting; but the 
substance was, to let him know, that he was the 
scourge in God's hand, with which he chastised 
the wicked Christians ; and now their wickedness 
was so great, that God by the Spirit had sent 



:dbvGoogIe 



38 I.IFE OF THE 

him, to let hun know, that he must come forth- 
with to scouT^ them. He was sent fcnr Engluid, 
but got off by the way, and came up a second 
time to Constantinc^le ; from whence he was 
more surely conveyed; and some, that knew 
John, told Sir Dudley North they had seen him 
on the Exchange, where he recognized the ad- 
mirable virtue of Turkish drubbing, 
in Ti^er- Having attended our merchant from his cradle, 
through all bis voyages and adventures, to the 
height of his prosperity in Turkey, whidi I plant 
upon his conduct of this great affair of the audi- 
ence; I now 6nd myself in as much haste to 
bring him back to a better settlement in England, 
as be was desirous to compass that agreeable re- 
move. But in r^ard that, after his return to 
Constantinople, he spent divers years in order to 
bring it about ; in which time he very much in- 
creased bis fortunes ; and divei-s incidents, of no 
small consequence, happened to him ; end his 
conversation here hath fiimisbed us with many 
remarks, and some pleasantries, about his affairs, 
and about the temper of the Turkish nation, I- 
have thoi^bt fit, before I bring bim home, to in- 
sert here what remains to be related of Turkish 
matters, 
chieflycon- It WES not without a native sagacity, adapted 
the nudi- to the occasion, and also a long series of attention 
to the way of deaUng, language, and conversation 
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with tiw Turks, ami others upon the place, that 
he acqiured those great abilities he had in manag- 
ing whaterer he undertook ; and particularly- this 
expedition ; which, considering the Italic caution 
of the ambassador, and selfishness of the knight, 
lay almost wholly upon his shoulders : and more 
especially the gaining the point of the hattesh^if, 
vdiich was of more moment than all the rest, or 
than the ambassador foresaw. And It appears 
how he managed and drove on the dragomen ; 
imd, dist^tproving some of the ambassador's pur- 
poses, diverted them : all the while behaving him- 
self with entire submission to his lordship ; and 
neither in the action, nor in the relation (such 
was the d^orum of his modesty) appropriates any 
value to himself. 

In this time the case had been ftirlously changed """^ "^^^ 

■' " changed for 

upon the merchants, from mild and just viziers, ihe wune. 
as were the two Cuperlis, father and son, to the 
most ravenous and unjust government of Cara 
Mustapha. By this, the merchants were tied up 
to their affairs, and had not liberty to expatiate 
in frolics and adventures, as they had done for- 
merly. They needed not to g^ve handles against 
themselves, the vizier was ready enough to take 
them; and for fail (rather than not eat their 
nton^) make them. I have heard the merchant 
say, that the Turks do not bear that which we 
call ciiriosity ; and are apt to beat a man that 
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pretends to it. They look upon those idlenesses 
and impertinencies (as at best they account th«a) 
with a sinister eye ; and always suspect mischief 
at the bottom, though they do not ^scem it. .But 
when the vizier showed no inclination to oppress 
the Christians, they, depending on his good hu- 
mour, launched farther in curiosity ; as will ap- 
pear by what follows. 
Blades Our merchant had then residing with him a 
ofthedij virtuoso, who was a good mathematician and 
^opi,.'""' draughtsman ; and they together concerted a, de- 
sign of making an exact plan of the city of Con- 
stantinople, and carried it on till it came very 
near being completed. They took the liberty of 
measuring in the street a distance between two 
stations, which were two of their mosqiie towers, 
jfrom which their priests cry to prayers; and, 
with a theodolite, they took certain angles at the 
como^ of streets. And, in order to find the po- 
sition and distances of all the towel's and remark- 
able places, they went up the two towers which 
they had chose, and made their stations ; and 
there, with the same instrujnent, ' marked the 
angles of each view by the bearings of every one 
of those places, and set off the same, upon a huge 
paper, by lines ; and then the proper intersections 
gave the true position of them all, in just propor- 
tion, according as the practice of such method is 
commonly directed. And then they fell to map- 
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jnng the streets, partly, hj the ^dance of those 
views, and, partly, by other ohseiratioiis. But 
diis work lying a little n^^ected, it hath bo hap- 
pened, that as well the proof papers, as the map 
itself, were all taken away; and the merchant 
hath much lamented the loss, but never could re- 
cover them. And I. have heard since, that the 
chief of them are in England, and kept as great 

curiosities by Dr. C 1, master of C t's colL 

in Cambridge. Perhaps, since the first taking of 
Constantinople by the Turks, to this very day, 
there hath not been a conjuncture in whidi un- 
believers, or Gowers (as they call them), might 
publicly execute such a design as this was ; espe- 
cially trenching upon t)ie holy places, the mosque 
towers, which, to the Turks, is an abcanination ; 
and, perhaps, until they are driven out (which 
God send) there will not be such another. 

Our merchant was a builder himself ; and noOfoorer- 
foreign^- ever looked more strictly into the man- lewi. 
ner ^ the Turkish buildings than he had done. 
But he could not give Sir Christopher Wren 
satis&ction about covering their vaults with lead. 
For, when he had the covering of the great dome 
of St. Paul's in deliberation, he was pleased to in- 
quire of that matter. The merchant informed 
him so &r, as to assure him, the Turks never laid 
lead upon wood, but upon loam', or mere clay 
only : but how they fastened it he could not tell. 
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Sir Cluistopher was not satisfied, that the lead 
would hang upon loam, and not slip, without some 
fastening ; wherein lay the whole diflScuhy : (or 
if it was done with iron uails, w spikes, the iron 
would rust, and lose its hold. It is not impossi- 
ble but lead, dressed home upon loam, maj hang 
by a sort of union, as the, weight and friction 
ti^ther might make. But, as I said, the archi- 
tect would scarce venture what was not absolutely 
secure, in a place so exposed ; and caused the 
shell to be boarded, and plates of lead to be let in 
and n^led to the board, and the sheets to be a 
little opened, and then soldered to those plates ; 
and so it hangs. Our merchant told u^, that the 
ordinary covering of porticoes were^ half sweep 
vaults, which stood like mole-hills in a row ; and 
that all public buildings whatever were covered 
with vaults, and leaded upon loam. And that 
lead lasted two thousand years ; when upon wood 
it would be corrupted into white lead in half the 
time. It is hard to say, why our plumbers should 
not, for so great an advantage, make the experi- 
ment of house-lead upon loam. The merchant 
told us, that the very metal of lead, that hod 
hung so anciently upon loam, was worth much 
more money than new lead. So much was it 
purified by the weather, and no white lead ever 
found under it ; as upon oak, which eats the 
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sheets of lead to paper in a few years ; and what 
remains of the metal ia not so much improved. 

The m^^hant told U3,.that the common honsinir """"V 

* bnill wli 

of the Turks in Conetantinople was of timber, wood. 
which 13 brought down from the Black Sea* 
and comes from Georgia, Miagrelia, &c. in vast 
floats. Upon which floats the men travel, and, to 
hdp forward, put up a little mast and sail ; and 
that the float might keep itself in due poise, and 
not sink in one place more than another, they 
take goat-skins (tight as for wine) which must not 
exhale ; and these, blown fidl and ligatured, are 
put under the comers that appear most to sink ; 
and so, by making it more buoyant there, keep 
the float always level. The builders buy these 
trees for their scantlings, and never split a tree for 
house-work ; every piece, put in, being a whole 
tree, and those only adzed, so as to lie close, and 
then made fast, not with pins of wood, or by mor- 
tising by tenons, but with iron spikes only. And 
this makes firesy to which this wooden city is 
very obnoxious, spread exceedingly ; for these 
houses cannot faU till the material is consumed to 
ashes ; but hang together like bird-cages. The 
force of men, with hooks and crows, cannot 
readily bring them under. At fires (by the way) 
men are not permitted to help even at their own 
houses ; but aU the people (that crowd about so 
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much with us (or mischief rather than for help) 
are driven off; and officers and janizaries take 
possession of the street, of which they close and 
secure both ends. This sort of building retrenches 
the number of tools ; and a carpenter useth none 
but what sticks in his girdle, an adze with a ham- 
mer on the reverse, a saw, and a level. The saw 
works by drawing to, and not by thrusting from ; 
and so the teeth are filed contrary to ours. The 
level performs all ordinary distances at one opera- 
tion ; it is only a triangle, with two hooks and a 
phunmet, applied to the middle of a cord strained 
from one place to another. 
Brick There are also houses built with brick laid in 

honaes and . 

Tiii«^. loam ; but they are mostly sun-dried. They be- 
come hard as stones ; but, if wet comes upon 
them, they decay very fest. Kiln, or fire-dried, 
brick, laid in lime, make a sure wall, and are used 
in the best houses and vaults.' But the Turks 
are so far from affecting fine houses, that 
they strive to make them look humble and 
poor ; which is to avoid envy, and the injuries 
that ordinarily, in these places, attend it. If a 
man should build a fine house of strong material, 
others will say, " What ! do you intend to live 
for ever ?" If it be pompous, it will be concluded 
they have cheated the government, though with 
less reason perhaps than if the like were inferred 
in England, Spain, or France. But, wittiin doors. 
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a wealthy mao veDtares to adom richly, as their 
ceUings, &c. with a vari^ated colouring, not 
imagery, but wild, as Turkey carpets. There ia 
scarce in any of the great cities such a thing as an 
antique fabric for private use ; but their houses 
are always decaying and rebuilding. And, in the 
villages, it is worse ; for they contrive all they can 
not to be seen at all, that travellers may not come 
down upon them from the hills ; as, if they see a 
town, they will do in great parties, and spoil their 
goods ; and, for that reason, they make their 
doors just big enough for a man to creep in at, ' 
lest travellers mt^e stables of them. So that the 
&ce of the empire, as to the habitations of the 
common people, is very wretched ; there being 
nothing of that kind standing but mosques and 
caTies (or inns), works of religion and charity. But 
the ruins of very ancient structures are observable 
every where ; as pieces of old walls, and arches, 
which may have lain open to the sun and weather 
above fifteen hundred years; and the brick and 
mortar as hard as stone itself. 

Over-against our merchant's house in Pera, op- a conwnt 
posite to Constantinople, there was a small con- diMomed 
vent of (literally) mendicant friars. They Were ^Twere 
reduced to three only that lived there; and despi- excluded, 
cable feUows they were. They lived in a peipe- 
tual contention; and, for the most part, conchided 
the work of the day in fighting.. The main stress 
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lay between two that were strong and lurty. The 
third was a poor old man, that got him to bed be- 
fore the last act ; and so he escaped the scower- 
ing. The others were asked how he came to re- 
tire in good time, and hot they. The answer was,. 
" That he was a very old man, and, with his (at* 
tance of wine, got dmnk soono' than they could 
do, and so must needs go to his cell to sleep." 
The merchants of this fectory used to be very 
kind (charitable it was called) to this convent; 
and the friars were often admitted into the house, 
and to eat and drink there, and to carry pots of 
wine and meat home with them, and now and 
then a little money. But it happened in our 
merchant's time, that one of these friars, being in 
the house, overheard a discourse, ccmceming the 
French ambassador, which had like to have made 
a great splutter ; and it was found out tliat the 
discovery was made by this friar. From that 
time they were shut out firom all entxance 
there. 
u^edtobe The friars were exceedingly troubled for this 

restored, 

butnfOMd. loss, and used all the means they could to retrieve 
it, by getting a pardon, and re-admission ; but in 
vain. Once one of them ventured to the door of 
the counting-house, and there stood while the 
merchants were writing, and be^ed a pot <^ 
wine. No, nothing ; he must be gone. At last 
he condescended to accept of a poor asper. Our 
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merchant's brother asked, if it were not better for 
an asper to get rid of him. " No," said our mo^ 
cliant, " here is a trial of skill, whether thb fel- 
low or I have most impudence. If he gets the 
better, I am his slave. If it once comes to that, 
I should be sony any man living should out- 
brazen me, or that his impudence should com- 
mand my easiness." After this, they were never 
troubled with any of them about the house any 
more, but what broken meat they had was sent 
over to them. It was our merchant's constant 
way, as unreasonable people grew impudent, to 
grow more positive, and, upon that foot, soon rout 
them. But, to civil people, none more humane, 
obBging, and good-natured than he was, and very 
loth to refuse any gratification he could afford to 
others, until provoked by being urged in an im- ' 
perative way; and then the refusal came powder- 
ii^ &om him by wholesale. 

I have many instances of his good-nature, hii good- 
One, and not the least, was this. When he re- the young 
sided at Constantinople, and was the principal '*'"°'*' 
merchant, and, treasurer there, he had always a 
tender respect for the youth of the factory newly 
sent out, and unexperienced in the dealing of 
that dty : which was a practice altogether differ- 
ent from the practice of the elder merchants ; for 
they too <rften banter young men, tie up their 
head^ as they call it, and make advantage to 

D,„i,i=dbvGoogIe 



48 LIFE OP THE 

themselves by their want of skill and dexterity in 
business, and then make sport with them. He 
knew these ways : and as he always escaped the 
ill influence of them when he was young; so, in 
his advanced post, he was so far from imposing 
upon the young men, that he encouraged, in- 
structed, advised, and, in their business, assisted 
them. He considered human frailties, and more 
especially the inability of youth to stand among 
sharpers ; and that they were trusted by others, 
and therefore it was but common justice to assbt 
them : and the rather, because of the consequence* 
which might be fetal to them ; for if the princi- 
pals found their factors incompetent, they were 
for ever ruined. And sometimes other merchants 
have expostulated with bira, saying, "Why will you 
do this ? Do you not see that you act against your 
own and our interest ? If they are made to hold off 
selling, shall not we sell the better?" His answer 
was, " Pugh ! what need you concern yourself? 
There is enough for them and us too, if we mind 
our business ;" or to that effect, and no more. 
His brother There was another instance, wherein he showed 
tbe plague, » world of tenderness and good-nature. His bro- 
^^^ ther, that came over to him from Aleppo, and was 
settled in the house, fell ill of the plague. I saw 
letters from him, that gave the first account of it ; 
and I do not know that I ever heard or read more 
sensible expressions of grief than he used. It 
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troubled him to the heart, that he should be a 
tneans of bringing him to that city, and thereby 
be, though innocently, a cause of his death. He 
did not pass his time idly, but (griefs apart) laid 
' about him to provide all possible means that could 
be contrived, had, or procured for his preservation. 
He put him into a good place, and had four plague- 
nurses {for divers in that city are so professed) the 
most skilful of the Jews, Greeks, and Armenians, 
to attend him. He lay four days, in the rage of 
the fever, without any crisis or sensible sleep, and 
without any physic, or any thing else, coming be- 
tween his lips, except lemons ; and of those they 
gave him one after another continuaUy, so that he 
might nevCT be without one in his hand to suck. 
It seems that acid is a spedfic against the venom 
of the plague ; for, by the price of lemons in that 
dty, they can tell if the plague rages or not: 
for, if they are cheap, the city is less visited ; and, 
if dear, the disease is more frequent. And, as 
these nurses affirmed, which I am apt to think is 
true, if he had taken any cordials or julaps what- 
soever, other than these lemons, he had died. 

During the uncertain state of his brother's dan- * ^ 
gerous sickness, the merchant, walking out tof^'i**- 
^vert his melancholy, saw a fellow making a 
grave, and went towards him to observe his work- 
ing. He had not looked upon him long before the 
fellow turned, and, looking up at him, asked how 
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Uie hasnadar's, or treasurer's brother dU y. on 
whose account, it seems, he hoped to have anothor 
like employ. One may imagine, what aa offeo- 
sive shock this was to the merchant, and how it 
dashed all the spirits he had within him. It sent • - 
him home with a resolution to come no m6re near 
such ominous fellows. But it pleased God that 
his brother recovered, and, surviving him, had the 
happiness of an opportunity to make a grateful 
return for all these cares of him, as, after his death* 
he performed by his perpetual superintendence of 
his family and remains in England. It is not uit- 
fit to remember here, that this Mr. Mountagu 
North, having recovered of the plague, fw waat 
of advice, or care to phyac himself stoutly afts it, . 
was not dear of the venom, but lived in a very ill 
state of health some years after. Perhaps, if his 
sore, that appeared in his arm, had broke, and bo 
dischai^ed the malignant hiunour, he hfid been 
better. But that had been another ri^ for his 
life ; for they say there ace two fiUal crises, one 
of the disease, and another of the acre : for, if that 
breaks, there is inmiinent danger the part should 
gangrene, and never heal But it h^^>ened that, 
at Smyrna, this gentleman, in his retuni for Bng" 
land, was almost laid up of a languid indispositiou. 
But at length, in the place where the sore had 
been, which had dispersed, there arose a sort of 
push, like what boys sometimes have. It had a 
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fabck head, and was ao angry, that looking upon 
it, almost hurt it. This proceeded till it Iffoke, 
and a Mack core came out, as big as a small nnt- 
meg ; and then it healed. It is certain, that theie 
secret operations of nature, striving against all its 
enemies, are little less tban miracles ; and the most 
learned can give a satisfectory reason for the lat- 
ter, iu any of the celetu^ted instances, as easily as 
for the former. 

Oop merchant hath often discoursed (rfthe Jews OfOiejew* 

. , BtConttao- 

at CotistaMinopie, what a convenience they were dnopie, and 
to them in the transactioD of their business, and of pro^- 
also of the wonder^ condition of their Hving'"^' 
there, with other concerns of that obstinate peoji^e. 
They are very numerous, and very poor. Some 
there may be accounted rich, if the very hard 
taxes, imposed and paid for maintuning the poor, 
did not almost reduce them to the same pass. For 
at least, one-tenth of IheH- income goes of course 
ihat Way ; and moreover t^ir be^^rly Jews ex- 
tort from them great sums, which they demiwd as 
charity, saying, " You are bound to relieve the 
poor. I am poor; give me my relief." It is a 
proverb, that Jews beg con bastan in mono, that is, 
with a sdck in their hand : and in good earnest 
the rich men are f(H*ced to c(»Dply, and part with 
a great deal upon such kind of compulsion. The 
Jewish people there have an economy, and order, 
of Uieir membes, by govoning (as they pretend) 
e:2 
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according to the Mosaic law. And they are al- 
lowed by the Turkish indulgence so to do in all 
points, but that of death, the power of which they 
allow to no foreign nation ; but, in cases of death, 
they must be judged hy the Turkish, and not by 
the Jewish, or any other law in the world. This 
puts the Jews to a great stress, when offences, by 
the law of Moses, require death, and the Turkish 
law will not (for that reason) adjudge them. And 
it hath been known that, to expedite their execu- 
tion with safety, they have sent into the Turkish 
court two false witnesses of their own tribe (which 
will pass gainst Jews) who have falsely sworn 
upon the offender a crime of death by the Turkish 
law, and had sentence accordingly; pursuant to 
which, their unlucky brother was cut off. To show 
^rhat reason the Christians have to trust these 
Jews, I may add that, by their common principle, 
lying and perjury, against all that are not Jews, 
^re, not only lawfid, but commendable. And to 
lose any thing from their puUic, for either truth 
or justice, is a very great fault. This makes all 
dealing with them very nice and cautelous ; for all 
trust, even with the best of them, is desperate ; 
and the common sort, who are miscreantly poor, 
are the most faithless wretches upon earth ; and 
withal most abject and impudent in the turn of a 
hair. 

I hare heard our merchant say, that he found 
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it impossible to tell to any of them a smn c£ money '""«'' ^- 

' pCMlthMI (O 

oat of a tu^, and they not finger some of it, and fnod. 
so bring it to fall short ; and that traps have been 
laM, by attestation prepared, to make the disco- 
very ; and one of their house bath tamed a bag 
out to them with charge to mind only the fellow's 
fingers, and could not discern the least action 
towards a legerdemain ; and yet the money hath 
been short. Now, would not one wonder, that a 
society should, not only deal with, but take into 
a sort of employ, and it may be, in some respect, 
trust these men, and use them as necessary to 
their trade, which Turks, Christians, and (in par- 
ticular) the English do, and could not well do 
otherwise, or carry on business without them J 

When a fresh merchant, or factor, comes to^f^ )in- 

poM then* 
Constantinople, the first Jew, that catches a word «eim u 

with hiiii, marks him for his own, as becoming '"'' 

his peculiar property, and calls him his merchant; 

and so he must be as long as he stays. And, 

fivm this time, no other Jew will interpose to 

deprive him of his purchase, but as soon rob a 

house as do it. And thus, by compact or custom 

among themselves, this sacred rule of right is 

established. On the other side, the merchant can 

no more shake ofi* his Jew than his skin. He 

sticks like a bur, and, whether well used or ill 

used, will be at every tiim in with him ; and no 

remedy. Somewhat the n^e will get out of 
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bim ID spite of his teeth, ami commonlj (besida 
pay) just so much more as he is traced with. 
And the merchant cannot be without a Jew, nor 
change that he hath. The only expedient is to 
' make the best of him, and never trust him upon 
honour. It is not a little convenience that is had 
by these appropriated Jews ; for they serve in the 
quality of universal brdters, as well for amBll as 
great things. Their trade is running up and 
down, and throng the city, like so many of Job's 
devib, perpetiudly busking aiter one t^ng or 
other, according as they are employed. If the 
merchant wants any thing, be it never so incon'- 
nderaMe, let him tell his Jew of it, and, if it be 
above ground, he will find it. This is accounted 
a common advantage ; for there are multitudes of 
people, that have need <^ each other, and want 
means to come ti^ether; which otEee the Jews 
perform admirably. And in like .manner they 
^)ldy to the great men at court,, calling them- 
selves bis merchant at whose house, or gate, they 
wait expecting em|doyment. For, wbeo aay 
thing is wanted, the Jew is spoke to, and he, with 
wonderful despatch, procures it : and they have 
great profit by these trusts, which they account 
as the vails of their places. 
Ab Mcape The Turks are the most superstitious of all 
pwatittous people, and have an opinion of fescination by ill 
eyes; and the merchant had once like to b«ve 
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sufiered on that account: far, being at the spoi^, 
mentioned in his letter to the Italian, he dMerred 
a rope-dancer come down from a tower, and 
thought, by his minute watch, to know in how 
many seconds he passed to his i^oe ; and, as he 
stood counting three, four, live, &c. the rope 
broke. This disappointment troubled the Ttiria, 
tiiat stood thick, gaping up ; and, srane woadeT- 
iz^ how sudi an accident should happen, one said 
he believed that feUow was the cause of it ; for he 
saw him htdd sonewhat in his band, and mutter 
over it. Ilie merchant, hewing this, crept away 
as fast as he otuld ; for, if the mob bad fallen 
upon faiin for an enchanter, he had passed bis 
time but very indifferently amongst them. 

It was dne of his observations, that Turks, Aogeia gcK 
Jewst and Christians have the same vulgar super- piague. 
stitJons ; as alioat fairies, goblins, &c. As for the 
plague, tiiey verily bdieve that destroying ai^eb 
are sent forth, and go about with banners ; on« 
hath a red one, and the other a white one ; and, 
as ^ese u^;ds strike the people, they fall down, 
and either die or recover. And, in time of raging 
' pestilence, there are men who will affiiftn, they 
usually saw these angels; and as true as the 
Bomans of old attested that they saw ^heir em- 
perors rise out of the fire, which was called ^e 
^lotheosis ; after which, they were enrolled among 
their gods. And now, among the modem Romans, 
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their canonization of saints, whereby they become 
adorable intercessors, is a fraud nearly of the same 
species. , 
'' But all these different professors of religion 
have a firm feith in what they call reading over; 
and they use it promiscuously. For, if a common 
Turk hath a horse sick, he will have the Alcoran 
read over it, and, rather than fail, the Law of 
Moses, or, the Gospel of Christ. And' there are 
poor Christians that will get a holy man, though 
a Turk, to read over a sick child ; and the poor 
Jews the like. It is ths reading over that they 
value, tc^ether with the venerable phiz of the 
holy man that performs, without much distinction 
what it is he reads. Once the lord ambassador 
went to an audience of the vizier, with the natkm 
attending; and he, being no horseman, used to 
be carried in a chair. That appeared to the Turks 
as a vile effeminacy, and they detested it as un- 
becoming a man, who ought to govern himself 
upon his horse, and not to be carried like a child 
in a cradle. As they went, an old Turkish 
woman, thinking the man in the chair .was sick, 
asked our merchant whither they were carrying 
that poor sick man ; and he, turning to her, an- 
swered, " To be read over ;" " God bless you," 
said she, " you are good men, and that is a very 
good thing :" and so they went on. When this 
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was told among the merchants, it was a very good 
jest to every one ; but the ambassador himself 
could not easily digest it. 

The Turks have an opinion, that men, that are of ' ^'* i» 
buried, have a sort of life in their graves. If any 
man makes affidavit before a judge, that he heard 
a noise in a man's grave, he is, by order, dug up, 
and chopped all to pieces. The merchants, once 
airing on horseback, had (as usual for protection) 
a janizary with them. Pas»ng by the burying- 
place of the Jews, it happened that an dd Jew sat 
by a sepulchre. The janizary rode up to him, and 
rated him for stinking the world a second time, 
and commanded him to get into his grave again. 

Our merchant was always shy of disputing with ^>^e^ of 
the Turks ; for, if tbey but catch, coming out ofToiki.uid 
a Gower's mouth, certain words, as for instance, „euei a( ' 
" God is one God, and Mahomet is his prophet," *'"^' 
on what account soever it is, be it only historical, 
in jest, or in earnest, they will compel him to foe a 
drcumdsed Turk, or kill him. But the poor old 
man, the effendi, that wrote for them, was forced 
' to bear their attacks ; for he was good-conditioned, 
and would bear any importunity from them that 
paid him well. A true Turk, but ignoran]: ; and, 
at worst, be was but one witness, and could not 
accuse. Their chief opposition to him lay in asking 
him hard questions, to be resolved by the tenets 
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of his religion ; ^od then the simplicity of his 
answers was subject of merriment to them. As 
for instance, " how tlie devils engendered, since it 
did not appear that there was any distinction of 
sexes amongst them ?" The old man did, out of 
good auth(Hity, allow that they encreased, but 
could give them no better account, thrai that 
" they made use of their own tails in ado, and so 
b^;at devils upon themselTes.'' 
MBBner of It is a common practice in all places, where moa 

sbUtingiii _ ,._ . . .■••hi 

diacoarw (H difierent persuasions m religion dwdl and on- 
with'ft^" ■^erse together, for the prevaUing persuefoon t« 
''^'^- use all tlie means tiiey can, ^ther by courtships^ 
or by thretUs, to tempt others over to their party. 
And the Turks are as busy at that sport as 
any people can be ; but it is by way of persua* 
sion and encotwc^;em«it, rather tiian by com 
straint. But the Romui Catholic powers do it by 
punishment, and rery litUe (where they hare 
authority) by persuasion. The Turks proffo' 
liberty to all religions that keep within bounds ; 
but will endure no insult upon their own. The 
Papists, by principle, ttJerate none, and also g^uard 
their own by suppressing controversy, and miser- 
ably tormenting those that dissent or differ fi-om 
them. The Turks give all the kindest invitations, 
that can be, to Christians to ren^^e, and bcoome 
Turks: but, when that is done, they have no 
manner of value for Uiem ; for they suppose it 
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dondf Dot out of sincerity, but periidiouf 
jet, in regard their posterity will be true Tui^ 
they think thdr tempting politks worth the while 
to practiee. Our merchant often told us how he 
had been most importunely pressed, by men in 
power, to become Turit ; and, knowing the dan* 
ger of such conversation, he used never to enter 
into any comparisons, or ai^;uD)ents, whatever. 
But yet, c(Hi^dmng that he was obliged by the 
company (^such men of account as ate and dnuik 
with him, and that it would be taken as ill man- 
ners and morosity to say nothing at all ; be used to 
Bay, that " his father wore a hat, and It^ the hat 
to him, trad be wears it because his father left it, 
and (clapping his hand on his head) declared he 
would wear it as long as he lived ;" and others, of 
a meaner sent, be bath put off, by saying, that 
" he was bred to drink wine, and eat hog, and in- 
tended to do so still." And, when he spoke of re- 
turning into his own country, scarce any Turic, 
that knew him, believed that he ever intended it ; 
for, as they thought, one, who so well understood 
the felicity and glory of that country, could never 
leave it. And some, in the form of friendship, 
have said, *' Why, Grower, are you mad ? Can you 
be so senseless as to leave this place ?"- And the 
like ; which he put off in like manner as before ; 
and saying that "he would die and be buried 
with his fbrefotfaers." 
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An tflWiDt ■ The holy men, called dervises, that, in Turkey, 
denhei profess mortification, choose to ride upon asses, 
^1^17°°*^^ liorses being a noble animal for worldly potentates 
to ride on ; and they cannot bear to see Gowers 
so mounted, but will come and pull them off 
their horses, if they can. Once, at Smyrna, the 
nation were abroad on horseback, well mounted, 
and spied a parcel of dervises, coming in the road, 
mounted, as their way was, upon asses. The 
merchants expected to'be afironted by them ; and, 
says one, " Let us ride tbrougb them :" and all; 
with one consent, set spuj^, and rode over this 
troop of holy men and asses, beating them down 
here and there, as they happened to scatter. When 
they were got up, the enemy was flown ; and they 
went away, and made no complaints : and, it is 
likely, they did not know who those Gowers were ; 
else, it might have made an avania. 
Id A«ia the The Turks retain the old Asiatic way of ex- 
Ggurate. pressing themselves by figures, and have divers 
moral parables amongst them. That such was 
anciently the mode of expression in that part of 
the world, we have Msop to show ; many of whose 
fables have been trandated out of, or into, Arab. - 
And the ancient prophedes, as well as the style uf 
the holy scriptures, demonstrate the same. So 
* little reason had the church of Rome to construe 
literally that passage, "This is my body." As 
for the common Turks, it will be enough to give 
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an instance or two, communicated occasionaUj in 
discouTse by our merchant : and, to say truth, he 
himself conversed so much with the people there, 
of all degrees, that his style and manner of ex- 
pression was tinctured accordingly. They use 
the words, " wrote on his forehead," for all ne- 
cessities that happen to a man, which we call 
fate. It is commonly known that the Turks are 
fatalists. 

Our merchant was acquainted with a grave ho- * T""* 

CDDTtnCSd 

nest Turk, who lived in a house with one slave ; ag^ut 
and, when his slave died, he bought another ; and, 
in a time of plague, he lost four or five ; which 
brought him very low. And no wonder ; for he 
always laid his fresh slave in that very place where 
the former died, without any dressing or jn^para- 
tion at all. The merchant often advised him to 
dress his lodging vrith vin^ar and fire, as the use 
is, before he put another there. " Oh no," said he, 
" that signifies nothing ; it is wrote on his fore- 
head." At last he advised him to take three lemons, 
two sound and one rotten one, and lay them so as 
one of the sound ones should touch the rotten one, 
and the other not, and see which lemon rotted 
first. He did so, and was convinced by the effect ; 
after which, he dressed his room, and his next 
slave lived. 

There is a proverb, " The world' is a tail, and"*"*^^" 
happy is he that gets hold on 't ;" which alludes pronrb. 
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to stUBc shipwreck at passing a river, where the - 
hold of an horse's tail certaioly saves a man. Th^ 
tell, that a wise old man hegged a boon of a grand 
^ncn- ; and he bade him be gone, " The world was 
a tail," &c. He thought the experiment was to 
be tried, and ordered his slave to sell him in the 
market for a Russ slave ; bnt to one that looked 
grave and wise, with a long beard, and a bosom 
full of lepers. This was done, and he was sent 
down to a vineyard to work with other Rosses 
there : and so he did for divers months. At last, 
from speaking Russian, he fell to speak Turkish, 
and repeat the Alcoran, and declared that Maho* 
met E^peared to him, and enabled him. The ma»- 
ter, being informed of this miracle, sent for him, 
and found it was so, and that he read the Alcoran 
well. He had immediately his liberty, and was 
visited and courted by presents from divers people. 
At last the grand signor heard of it, and would 
needs see him ; and, when he was brought, " How ?" 
said the grand signor, " do not I know you ?" 
" Sir," said the Turk, " for God's sake let me 
alone ; I have got hold of the tail." 

Mentioning slaves, put» me in mind of a mor- 
ticing reflection our merchant iised to make of 
the unaccountable difference that happens in the 
(at best) miserable state of those that £all under 
tJie calamity to be bought and sold as such. Some 
^all come from the same coimtry, taken a/t tiw 
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gaont tune, and be bought by a cruel fellow, that 
wiB send him to the mines, there to be flea'd with 
hard labour, and sa to lire and dk in tomient. 
Another shall be sold to a good-natured man, that 
diall make but an ordinary domestic of him ; and, 
bdnving himself well, be shall be used as a chUd, 
and, at length, merried to his patron's daughter. 
And all ibis immane difference without any sen- 
sfafe merit or demerit in either, and void of all 
poasibilUy, by any forea%ht, prudence, or beha^. 
•viaari to prevent, alleviate or determine. But, 
in the city, as our merchant hath told us, a slave 
hftth some degree of justice against the ill usage 
of a patrcm ; for he may allege contrariety of tem- 
pers, whereby they cannot weU live ti^ther ; and 
the judge will decree, that the patron shall carry 
his slave to market, and sell bim. But it must be 
a bad master indeed that will cause a slave to af- 
fect a change which is very probable to be worse 
ibr him. The wealthy men, in the Turkish do- 
uubions, have a great accommodation by slaves 
booght at market, as we do cattle : for, if a man 
wants a-dave of any pretension, as strength to la- 
bou£, comeUness for a waiter, smith, weaver, or 
othex &culty (to say niitbing of a conculdue, or so) 
he' finds one out, and buys him ; and, if he be not 
useful, as expected, his patron carries him out, and 
adls him, and tries for another. And it is seldom 
or ever that these prove refractory, or impertinent ; 
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for the correction falls so sharp and thick upon 
them, that they cannot mistake their interest. 
Our merchant was served in his house only by 
slaves, and all the cookery was done by such ; 
which shows a strange trust, on that side of the 
^obe, beyond what is in India, where, if the 
slaves, being natives, were cooks, they would cer- 
tainly poison the whole family. He brought a 
slave home with him, at his return into England, 
whom he called Shatein, which signifies hawk, be- 
cause the fellow bad a quick eye, like a hawk ; 
but his nature did not bdie his country, which 
was Geoi^. This slave he gave to his mother, 
and she used him as a servant. He was a Chris- 
tian, but knew it by nothing but a few fasts that 
he kept. He was superstitious as well as amorous ; 
for a maid-servant, provoked by his leering at her, 
laid a fresh rabbit-skin cross his face ; which was 
such a pollution, that he ran strtught to the piun^^ 
and they thought that he would never have done 
wasliing. He found such liberty in the family, 
that he thought he might fairly run home to his 
own country ; and, accordingly, took to his heels ; 
and being found in a wood, half-starved, and able 
to say nothing intelligible, but " North great mer- 
chant," he was brought home to the lady's house. 
But his patron, perceiving that he was of no use 
here, sent him a little nearer home, where he might 
be kept or sold, as the factory thought fit. . He 
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had another slave, that was a Volacco, whom he 
caused also to be brotight into England, and then 
sent to Poland, with his liberty, and about eighty 
pounds he had got in the service. This was to 
reward his inciHHparable diligence and fidelity 
while he served. The merchant once lost a jewel 
of value, and could not find by what means. He 
suspected this Fellow, and to the last, in his private 
sentiment, believed he stole it ; but having no evi- 
dence to justify the accusing of him, and it being 
possible that some other person stole it, he was so 
just as to let his private suspicion go for nothing. 
Thus much concerning slaves in Turkey, I thought 
fit to insert alltogether in this place. 

. I proceed to' mention another parable, and so Parable, to 
conclude these observations. A grand signor tyminou* 
caiised his vizier's arm to be cut off, and pro- ^^f ^ ""° 
claimed that the arm should be thrown up, and T'"^*- 
whoever caught it falling, should succeed in the 
vizier's place ; but upon terms to be served the 
same sauce at a year's end. When the crowd 
was come together to catch this arm, one man, 
more diligent and dexterous than the rest, caught 
it. So he was vizier ; taid, at the year's end, his 
right arm was cut off, and thrown up as before, 
aiid he himsdf, with his left arm, caught it again ; 
and after his second year, his lefl ai'm was cut off 
and thrown up, aad he caught it with his mouth. 
This is to show what men will suffer to gain a 
VOL. III. F 
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pre-eminence over others. Hie Turks Uve ande^ 
artntrary government ; but then most of them* 
though subject to some, are superior to odicrs; 
BUd have such an itch after tyraunizitig, that 
none would accept of liberty and secority by lawst 
Upon terms to quit his power of tyranniziiig o*er 
Others, in his turn at least, as it may happen^ 
And,to say truth, fsw pei^e, among vs, tixmom 
against arlatrary government with any other view 
than, by that means, to gain pow«, which they 
may exercise arbitrarily over others. And our 
merchant, returning into England, fell into the 
heat f>f this rage, which flamed round, but did 
not hurt him, as will be displayed in the sequei. 
8w^ of* He told us a passage which, in TraiceT, Was 

Tirier, that 1™"~& ' J* 

repulsed & related, not as an apologue, but as true. A 
clamorous TuiIe had a state pretence agaimt a 
mati, which he had prosecuted wiliiout effect. 
Upon the advancement of Cup^ the good viaiRr, 
be applied to him, ^^ng that he had sought 
fbr justice befttfe divers vuders, one after ano- 
ther, and had been denied ; but now his vixier^ 
6hip was in that place, " He did not doubt but he 
Should obtain jWEitioe horn so ^'eat and good a 
man as he was." Ilie vizier rising up, " Vou 
dog," said he, " cTo you think I come to mend tiie 
World ? Was it not a cucfeoldly worid from the 
b^nnii^ ; and shall it not be no still ? You say 
that so many viziers did you wrong ; and do jou 
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eiqtect that I should do you right ? chick." This 
stoiy, setting aside the Turidsh huff, has a. good 
nHmd, which is that, when causes have had the 
iU luck to miscarry divers times, it is better to 
let them drop wholly, than to revive stale pre- 
tences, only, because a little better title is showed ; 
for ut sit Jinis iitium, or, " that there may be an 
end of quaiTeliing," hath more of justice, than that 
old law-sentence, that " right never dies." F<*, 
if that w»e true, one might safely say, no man 
living hath a title to his estate. 

Our merchant, that always courted mechanic ^ *^"^ 

- for lifting 

arts, seldom overlooked any that were put ia wawr. 
practice wha« be resided; especially if auj^t 
sf^Kared ingenious, m out of the common way, 
in them. Some particulars I rem^nber he hiidi 
spoke of; and one was a device for turaing up 
Water, wherein a man nseth \be strength of his 
whole body, hands and feet alternately ; whereas, 
by the common use c£ a wifich and crank, a man 
aiq>lieB only his arms, and those not with etjwd 
advantage of force in all the Whote turn. In this 
device, i^on the axis (rf the Kdlo-, there are four 
bars so aiyosted, that a man sitting on his nuap, 
and i^i^lying hands and feet alternately, the 
hands, one a^ber imother, drawing, and the feet, 
tfOR aft^ an<«her, crowding, the bars sacceed ifi 
coaiT^ent reach, and, being forced, fall into place 
&r the £<xA to take that which the neare&t haod 
f2 
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lets go ; and so, one hand and one foot straining 
together and taking turns, great weights may be 
easily raised, and, at least, one man do the woik 
of two. 
TTie MB of . He hath often spoke of the admirable use 
«facU-work. they make of what they call jczao; which is a 
fluid mortar, such as we make with burnt ala- 
baster. They make projectile shells of brick, 
which hang to a wall over the fire-hearth. And 
. it is done .only by fixing the bricks edgewise first 
to the wall, and then edge to edge ; and the 
cementing is done by wetting a little of the 
powder in water, with which they dab each 
brick ; and so, hand-holding them a little to- 
gether, they are fast ; for the jezzo sets, as they 
call it, immediately. By this means they make 
the shell overhang into the room above a yard ; 
and it has no other support than the strength of 
the jezzo, and the plastering over it. 
f^ing- They frame all their ^ass in jezzo; and the 
windows way is to use clay upon a board, in rolls laid 
about, to answer ' the pieces of glass, however 
figured : and, as the shapes are made, the glass is 
.80 laid, that the edges overhang the clay, and yet 
do not touch any other glass. Then the like rolls 
of clay are laid upon the glass just over the other,; 
in which manner there is made a channel that 
takes hold of the rim of every piece of glass ; for 
the ei^^es of all the glass fall in that diannel. 
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Then another board is brought over, and pressed 
upon the whole ; and so the channels are perfect- 
ly closed. This done, the jezzo is poured in at 
the top, and runs round about, and all over, in 
those channels, ?nd the liquor, embracing every 
piece of glass, is every where continued. This 
stands full till it is dry, and (as it becomes hwd 
as a stone) they part the boards, and take away 
the clay ; and the glass is held fast by a frame of 
jezzo, and is stronger than one would imagine it 
to be. But one thing is to be remembered, which 
is, that the glass is not placed near the line of the 
wall without, but within the house ; whereby it 
b not so much exposed to weather as ours is ; for 
probably, if it were more exposed, this jezzo frame 
would decay. 

In Turkey, diving is a trade, and, as it were, i^e dlw«, 
incorporated, and, as other trades, hath its master and thdr 
who judgeth the divers according to certain regu- 
lations. And here I may obsore a conformity of 
authority that will take place in all regions and 
countries. With us it is a mixture, as king and 
parliament ; so lord mayor, aldermen, and citi- 
zens ; master and wardens ; governor and direc- 
tors of companies. There it is the grand signer 
alone, his substitute the vizier, the bashas, cadis, 
governors of trades, caravan bashas, &c. which 
have no adjunct to the single governor; So he of 
the divers is a governor of the whole &culty : and 
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better, justice is to be had, before him, against any 
of the trade, than is to be expected here &(hd a 
confederacy, ai will appear by a short story, which 
concludes this paragraph. But these divers will 
do wonders. All the brick, made for the use of 
building, is taken by divers from the bottom of 
the sea, and being put in baskets, they rise with 
them upon their heads, and throw the clay into a 
I^hter, and go down for more ; and so they woiic 
all the day long. These ai-e the men that take 
up coral, sponge, and shell-fish from the rocks ; 
and it is said their education is so strict, that a 
diver cannot marry till he can stay a certain time 
under water. As to the justice of their governor, 
our merchant told us, that once a man, coming 
over from Pera, near the key at Constantinople* 
dropped a purse of money, which is about one 
hundred pounds. Thereupon they sent for a 
diver, imd he went down, and busked about a long 
time, and then came up and said there was no 
audi thing. They were so sure of the place where 
the money was dropped, that they believed they 
had got a rogue of a diver, and immediately sent 
for the master, or governor, of the divers. He 
came with a retinue of divers, and sat him down 
Upon the key, and heard testimony in form, as if 
he had been a judge. Then he commands two of 
bis cfatHce attendants to go down and bring up the 
mtmey. They went, and found that the other 



:dbvGoogIe 



HON. Silt. DUDLEY NORTH, 71 

fellow had tak^n it from its place, and hid it be- 
hind, a timber that belonged to the key. The 
master took his premio, gave the merchant his 
money, and, for justice and example, laid down 
the roguish direr, and bad Mm drubbed before 
their feces j and sq he went away in the same 
state as he came. 

The merchant used to speak of the extravagant The mak- 
maou&cture of tobacco pipes. They consist of hoi- wbaojo- 
lowed wood, in lengths, neatly turned, and let into ^'^^ 
one axtatiter, and, withal, cnriously painted over, 
and set off with rings of divers - colours. And all • 
this is dime in the street by a fellow, that buckles 
his limbs in such a particular manner, that he 
makes a turning-lathe of himself. But in a word ; 
he contrives, with his feet, knees^ &c. to hold Ins 
material so firm, and commodious for his purpose, 
as is wonderful to obsa^e, A man may bespeak a 
pipe, and see it miuk before his face ; and thereby 
have a better entertainment than smoke and stink 
for his money. 

- They have a clever way to catch sea-fish. Fishing tn 
Four posts are set square, and made fast m the pont. 
sea ; ^d it square net is let down by puUies from 
the heads of these posts ; so that, by drawing one 
twd, all the four comers shall rise together. This 
not lying dose to the bottom of the sea, the fish 
»e not aSttoA of it ; but swim over in lai^ sfaoals; 
en4 the man upon the seat may easily discern 
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them. Then, as he gives the signal, those in the 
boat hale as quick as they can ; and so all the 
bolt ropes of the net rise above the water, and all 
the fish are safe in the hollow of the net. Then 
the boat comes, and, clawing by the net, they 
draw the boat about, and take in all the fish.' I 
might, to these, add more of the like nature ; but 
I fear too many would be fastidious. 
iHmcuit As to the true knowledge of the Turidsh govem- 

10 know ... ■ ■ I . 

Turkey mciit and policy. With the genius, or true reason 
"'' ' of their proceedings ; or, in a word, the true state 
of their empire, our merchant used to say, it was 
very hard to come at it, even by those that lived 
and dealt amongst theiri ; of whom very few came 
away with much of it. And, that which he ga- 
thered, was owing to the advEintages he had by the 
language ; for that gave him an opportunity to 
converse with all degrees of the inhabitants, and 
to pick up what they were pleased to drop of their 
schemes. He had also a lai^ sphere of transac- 
tion with the great men of the law and the court, 
not without uncoinmon familiarities, and friend- 
ships, with divers of them : and, to all this may 
be added a furious curiosity in himself, not without 
some penetration, and aptitude, to discern and 
apply what fell in his way, losing nothing that 
might be instructive to him. He said the very 
dragomen, or interpretei-s they iised, were igno- 
rant of it ; and he could scarce ever rely upon 
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their skill ; but was forced to use his own wits, 
and when he had need to be nicely instructed, 
then, if possible, to get information from some 
learned Turks And he said farther, that the 
book of Sir Paul Rycaut, of the religion and man- ^ 

ners of the Turks; was very superficial, aad, in 
multitudes of instances, erroneous. And that 
once he, with the assistance of some friends, went 
over that book, and noted in the margin the 
faults, with their corrections : but the book, 
with other curiosities of his own gathering and 
procuring, was purloined from him. He said, 
the Turks are very shy and incommunicative ; 
and many of them think that Crowers, or unbe- 
lievers, are unworthy of the knowledge of their 
sublime state, and will not be brought to discourse 
freely of it ; as the subjects of most Christian 
countries are pleased to do, when they gratify 
strangers that are inquisitive. And one may 
guess how hard it is for English merchants to 
know Turkey, if we reflect what strange notions 
those Asiatics have of the English state, that come 
and live here, and, according to the measure of 
their inquisitiveness, may be informed. How can 
it be otherwise then, as we find, that such strange 
notions and mistakes of Turkey pass vulgarly 
amongst us ? 

Whether our merchant broueht away with him Aiust rirw 

. ^' •' oftheie- 

any projection of the mward seraguo or not, hisTBgUonko- 
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vritingB may show. But it is certain that he 
gained a just profile of the outside of it ; being a 
view of the whole, as it appeared from one of his 
windows at Fera, over against the Serrail point. 
, It was done with a pen, between him and a vir- 

tuoso that lived with him, on like occasion as I 
mentioned before. It expressed every lodging, 
pleasure-house, roof, window, garden, tree, and 
whatsoever of it appeared to their view, in exact 
proportion. And I have heard him say, that he 
could make affidavit to the truth of every parti- 
cular expressed in it ; there being nothing added, 
or omitted, for setting off, or on any other account 
whatsoever. It was almost entirely finished ; only 
some of the remote parts, and not much, wanted 
hatching. After he came into England, he had 
a fancy to have a picture made after this draught ; 
and he instructed a good landscape painter in the 
colouring, &c. who hath made a very decent piece 
of it ; and that, with the original, is now in the 
hands of his son. Whether this gentlnnan was a 
singular virtuoso, as well as merchapt, or not, the 
rest of his life will make appear. 
Moderately J am DOW drawing up close to. another great 
abroad; cHsis of this gentleman's life ; which is his return 
tuous at "^ for England. And it will be observed, that I have 
'°^' here scarce made a man, but somewhat- more, of 
him ; for where are his faults, without which no 
man lives ? I cannot say I have concealed any 
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ttuKt I knew ; and having little or no information 
of him but from himself, I may not find out, what 
no man is apt to discover of himself, his unjuHti- 
fiafale actions. But if I maj be so free, as to give 
mj thoughts of hiB morals, I must allow that, as 
to all the mercantile arts, and stratagems of 
trade, which could be used, to get money from 
tiiQse he dealt with, I bdieve he was no nig^rd ; 
but aa for folsities, such as cheating by weights or 
measures, or any thing that was knavish, treache* 
nws, or perfidious, even with Jews or Turks, he 
was as clear as any man living, but transacted 
and dealt, in all respects, as a merchant of honour. 
Aa to dejiaucbery, I have enough cleared fum in 
what hath been said. But as to women, while he 
was in Turkey (barring the excess) I mean such 
looses and escapes, as almost 'all men, there, are 
more or less guilty of, I cannot altc^ether wipe 
bim dean. For I have heard him speak of a 
lodging he toc^, in the house of a Greek upon the 
Hellespont, for spasso, as they call their diversions; 
aad, though he did not expressly declare it, I 
guessed that spasso to have been spassa, of the 
feminine gender. But he knew the country so 
well, as not to be guilty of great excesses in that, 
or any kind ; for they are very dangerous. 

He mentioned a spy-hde he had, from his strange 
room, into the house of another Glreek, who had uf ^ chiu. 
9 female slave that brought a diild; and that 
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little in&nt was kept without anj kind of clothes,' 
or covering, more than is provided for a puppy 
dog ; and it had a kennel under the stairs, and 
straw to lie upon. When' the servant was firee, 
^e went and suckled and cleaned it ; but what 
was chiefly remarkable was this. It had a going 
upon all four, exactly like a monkey, and trotted, 
.and then galloped, or walked ; and so it would 
come up to the table when the master was at 
dinner, and sit upright, holding up the paws^ 
begging for somewhat to eat ; and what was given 
it, it ate as a dog doth ; and sometimes it had a 
box on the ear, and, as a d<^, was bid begone ; 
and then it galloped away to its kennel again. 
It was a mortiiying reflection, to consider how 
little this animal differed from a common brute. 
Here is all I can say or think evil of my subject ; 
but, after his departure for England, I have no- 
thing, but what is strictly virtuous, to relate of 
him. Therefore beforehand I must desire that 
other may not be expected from ma 
Preparatton Against the time that general ships arrived 
»w»y. from England, upon the return of which our 
merchant intended to embark, he employed his 
time in preparatories. He was resolved not to 
leave his affairs behind him in disorder. He con- 
sidered that, although he left his own brother 
upon the spot, whose care and application would 
be no less than his own, yet his experience, and. 
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it may be, penetration in business, was not equal 
to his own. Besides, he desired to leave him en- 
gaged in as little brigue and trouble as was possi- 
ble, that he might go on in the management c^ 
the factory with courage and satisfaction. And 
he was so far at ease that, if he lefl aAy thing 
which had been better brought away, it would 
fall into his hands, whom he loved almost as him- 
self, and withal took care to leave him in full 
plenty, and well provided of all things fitting for 
him. He made a new set of books, which con- 
tained a transcript of those of the ragion, in 
which he had any particular concern ; and those 
he balanced to the time of his coming away. He 
chose, for bis ship, that of which Captain Coo^ 
was commander, who was a good-conditioned 
man and agreeable company. 

The first launch was down to Smyrna, and Stopped at 

Smyrna 

there he went ashore ; how long he stayed, and and TanU. 
what merriment was made, is not much material. 
After leaves taken in due manner and form, they 
sailed, and touched at Tunis, which is in the bay 
wbere old Carthage stood. They went ashore 
there, and were entertained by the consul resi- 
dent. ■ The shallowness of the bay of Tunis is 
very strange ; for there was scarce water to keep 
their boats afloat; and very often, upon touching, 
the seamen skipped overboard, and heaved the 
boat off. One would think so large a sea should, 
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in time, sand or sylth up. The vievrvag that 
place, and being informed of the state t^ the 
Turkish government, and the powers thtre, mtiA 
needs be agreeable to him. It appears he was 
30 full of it, that he thought fit to dischoi^ his 
memorials upon paper ; as I find by the ftdlowing 
account of his penning. 

VOYAGE FROM SMYRNA, WITH AN ACCOtJNT 
OF TONIS, CONTAINING MATTERS LITTLE 
KNOWN IN EUROPE, HY SIR DUDLEY NORTH. 

Beiation of " Smyrna, March 27, 1680. We departed from 
andof those the town by the ship's boats, which had then laka 
^ a full week at the castles, where all the day was 

spent in feasting and tf^ng leave of our friends. 
Towards night we all set sail ; but, the Triud 
being fresh out of the sea, by our short tacks to 
get out, we made but little or no advantage. So 
we came to an anchor again at night, and lay all 
next day, which was Sunday. Our Sraytoa 
friends had left us the day before ; so we wrait 
and dined aboard the Massingbird, and, after 
dinner, walked on shore to the hot waters, soi&e 
two miles, or better, frtan the castle. It was a 
pleasant walk, being all even, or else an undis- 
cernible ascent. 

■* The hot springs are several ; over one of 
Which, in past ages, hath been a considenibfe 
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building, as may be seen by its ruins ; but now 
there remains one vault, where there is a cistern, 
into which both hot and cold water runs, to make 
it fit for people to endure ; the which is some- 
times used hy the people of the adjacent Tillages. 
Near this, there runs a considerable brook; in the 
skirts of which, two springs of hot water rise up 
near one another ; the one too hot to be endured> 
the other more temperate. They lie so near the 
brook, within its verge, that, on the least increase 
of water, they are overflowed. 

" Next day betimes, o«r fleet got under sail, 
the wind bring N.W. so that we turned it out of 
the Cape; which all did not compass till mid- 
oight, when we bore away before it, and had the 
weather &!r and favouraUe till we ciun^ past 
Malta, in sight of the island of Pantalaria, where 
strong west winds come up; against which w« 
lay, with diffictdty enough, for a long time, and 
to our no small vexation, hftving, for about eight 
days continually, the iMand is our sight. This 
made us reflect on a story that goes of another 
island hard by, called Lampadoza, which they say 
is uninhi^ted, and hath on it only one vaulted 
building, or church ; on one side whereof, there is 
an attar finr the Christians, and, on another place, 
for the devotions of the Tnrks; and so it b by all 
esteemed holy. In this building, they say, are td- 
ways found most things necessary for sea&ring 
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men ; clothes of all sorts, cordage, biscuit, &c. and 
a treasury of all sorts of money, though in no 
great quantity. It is lawful for all, that come 
here, to serve their occasions with what they find 
and need; but they must be sure to leave in value 
somewhat else that may be equally needful on 
otiier occasions, be it money or goods ; which if 
they perform not, it is said they can never sail 
from the island, but will stand stUl in the sea, be 
the wind never so fresh. For this reason, it is 
said that, whenever any vessels, or gallies of Corso, 
come here, who are full of lawless needy rc^es, 
they, that command in chief, have care to send 
some principal man, to see that nothing be em- 
bezzled by any of their company, for fear of being 
punished by the winds, &c. The stories of this 
place made some merriment amongst us, taxing 
one another, as if, at least in former voyages, we 
had taken somewhat sacred, for which we endured 
this crossness of weather. 

" But in fine, be it how it will, we are freedby 
a fair gale, which, in little time, put us about ten 
leagues westward of Cape Bon; when, as if it 
had done its business, it turned about again with 
Buch fury, that our whole fleet bore up for the bay 
of Tunis, and arrived before the Goletta the 
Meenth of April. We lay there all night,- not 
thinking it safe to venture ourselves ashore, in a 
place where had been so great confiision, till we 
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could hear from thence. On the morrow out 
cofisuli Mr. Francis Baker, and Mr. Banington, 
came off to us in one of their town-boats. Ai^r 
we had dined, they invited the captains and pas- ■ 
seogers to go ashore with them, all things having 
been, peaceable for a long time ; and accordingly, 
sMQe that night, and some next morning, we 
went ashore ; so that we were, at one time, above 
seventy English in Tunis from the ships. 

" All the Frank nations live in a building, built . 
by the government on purpose for them, distin- 
guished into three houses, one for the English, 
one for the French, and one for the Jews of Italy. 
It is a good, commodious, and very substantial 
building, and for which they pay but a moderate 
rent. The English bi^use is again subdivided into 
three several houses, or tenements ; only two of 
which are made use of; the upper part by the 
consul and that' next by Mr. Barrington, and 
several English merchants ; the undermost stand- 
ing void. Under all these are large, fair maga- 
zines, all arched ; so that they fear neither fire 
nor thieves. 

*' The builduigs of Tunis are all very substan- 
tial, the country affording stone, and not timber. 
Ail their roofs are terrassed, and the bottoms of 
tJje, rooms tiled with small squares, black and 
white, which look not ill. Their manner of build- 
ing;^ is, generally, to have few or no out-lights, but 
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all inwards to a square court, which is tng^r, or 
less, according to the laigeness of the house. 'In 
p«at houses they build their rooms very 8tatd.y 
and high; but their rooms are generally small 
and very long, and some of them narrow ; by 
which means, though dark, they are very cool, 
which must be their great end and aiin in the 
buildings of tliis hot country. They use store of 
marble in their buildings ; though they have none 
but what is fetched irom Grenoa, and other parts 
of Christendom. 

" The supreme government of this place con- 
sbts in three persons; viz. the grand signer's 
basha; the dey, or chief of the soldiery, that 
commands the castle, and lives in it; and the 
bey, or general, who leads out the soldiers twice 
a year to gather in the tribute from the Moors. 
When the government was more r^ular, all these 
met tt^ther in divan or town-house, and, with 
the ancients of the sol^ery, consulted of the af- 
fairs of their state, and made peace or war. The 
government, taking' It as it ought to be, differs 
nothing from the rest of the grand signer's 
frontier provinces, or bashalics. But this, being 
so far removed from his power, did never long' 
continue in due obedience; but they, that first 
usurped, were the soldiery, who soon cast off ttie 
basha's authority, and put it into the hands of 
■themselves. The chief of them governing the 
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great castle, and disposing of all things as thejr 
jdeased ; and, he also being to be succeeded by the 
andentest of his fellows, helped by most voices c^ 
his soldiers, it soon came to be a popular govern- 
ment of the soldiery, whd often took occasion to 
make way for themselves by cutting off their leaders. 

" They kept the basha still as a cypher in the 
government, and still employed him in the pay- 
ment of the soldiers, letting, him get something 
also for himself, and wherewith to feed them at 
Constantinople. And he, contenting himself with 
this, lived well, and the grand signor was not 
offended. They always acknowledged to hold 
the place as rom him, and from time to time 
sent their presents. 

" The great cause of their late evils hath been 
from the too great power of their beys, or gene- 
nerals, who, having grown vastly rich, and got 
that government into their &milies, have now, 
ior a long dme, swallowed up the authority of 
the divan, and made them little better than their 
servants ; as they are at this day, serving them in 
thdr civil wai^ more like servants than masters. 
In former years, the divan set the said office to 
sale, every six months, to such as would give 
most for it. And then they accompanied, and 
.what was got in more was the general's, and what 
it came to less, he must find ; fur the divan would 
not want of that they had bai^ained to have. 
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" Not maxiyyetas since, a vessel was taken going 
from Coimca to Naples ; wherein was one sUve bo 
fortunate in the service of his patron, then bey. that 
under him tuniing Turk, he obtained his Ubertj, 
tmd served for many years in the camp as se- 
cond ; and sometimes was trusted by his patron, 
and sent out, as his deputy, alone by himself. In 
-this manner he got great riches, wherewith he 
served himself in an opportunity to outbid his 
waster, bidding more than he was able to give ; 
«nd so he became bey himself. In which place 
be not only continued, during his life, but he left 
it to his son, who, notwithstanding he came young 
^ it, yet continued it also, with great authority, 
all his lifetime, and left it peaceably to his chit 
dren. The father, that came ftvim Corsica, was 
c^ed Morat fiasha ; his son Sulliman Bey, who 
bad made his interest mighty strong by alliances of 
himself, and his children, with the great families 
' of the Moors, amongst whom there is great esteem 
for their ancient houses ; a thing not known among 
the Turks, except in their royal Ottoman femily. 

" At the death of this Sulliman Bey, were left 
two sons, Morat and Haftsa ; to Morat he left the 
be^lic, and to Haftsa he assigned certain lands, 
and left him potent in the city ; the customs, and 
most of the gallies and shipping, belonging to him. 
In this manner ^ese two brothers shared all the 
riches, and command, of that kingdom for many 
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years, creating whom they pleased Dej, or gever>- 
nor of the soldiers, Morat, little r^arding the 
grand signor's basha, and going continually with 
the camp, cultivates his interest by all means of 
ftuth<Hity and alliance with the Moors. He 
matched his two sons, Ali and Mahmet, with their 
best and most potent families, intending to divide 
things between his sons, as his father had done. 

" And in ord^r to leave them in quiet posses- 
sion and peace,- he, in his lifetime, makes Mabme^ 
his eldest son, bey, and sends him out with the 
camp ; in possession of which he was when Morat 
died: so that the youngest, -son, Ali, was, as it 
were, left unprovided for, apd at the discretion of 
an elder brother and uncle. This uncle, though 
he had' lived in'great riches and ease, all the time 
of his brother Morat, yet now aspires to the c<M)a- 
maod himself. And this he knew not better to 
effect, than to make differences between the 
brothers Mahmet and All, putting Ali on preten- 
sions to an equality with his brother Mahmet ; and 
to comfnand the camp by turns, one to go with 
the summer, and the other with the winter camp. 
And they not agreeing in that manner (as how 
could it be thought they should?) the uncle 
Haftsa so works with the Turks of the castU and 
town, that it was soon thought needful for the 
state, to create him bey over them both ; which 
b^ylic he -pretended to take upon him, only a^ 
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an expedient, tar the peace of the kingdom, tiU 
things could be equally divided between the bre- 
thren. 

" All he did was in favour of Ali, whom he pro- 
tected against his brother Mahmet-; and Ali, not 
being able to deal with his brother, gave place to 
his uncle, at least for the present. Mahmet, find- 
ing things go thus, immediately, with what Turks 
he could join with him, flies up into the counby 
to his Moorish relations, raising a great force, with 
which he takes in some of the out-castles, and 
makes down to Tunis with a power .that Haflsa 
was not able to resist. Nor would the Turks in 
the town stick by him at all ; but immediately 
declared for the son of Moral ; and that they 
would know nothing of Hailsa. But now, they 
said, he woiild embroil their country with wars 
between him and his nephews; and* to prevent 
that, they threatened him with banishment, and 
afterwards pronounced it. 

" But Haltsa was so wise, as to retire to TVi- 
poli before the storm, or before his nephew 
Mahmet returned to the dty ; at which time he 
knew how it would iare with him. 

<* When Mahmet was peaceably established in 
the beylic of Tunis, bis brother Ali carried him- 
self so well, as to act nothing violently against 
him, but let him live in quiet, and concerned not 
himself in the govnument, giving possession of 
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dl the lands and country that had been assigned 
Haftsa, by their father, for his maintenance ; and 
would have done the like with all the fine houses 
and gardens, &c, of Haftsa, now, in Tripoli ; but 
tUose Mahmet refused to meddle withal. 
. " Haftsa, now, in Tripoli, seeing no good to be 
done there, having great riches with him, trans- 
ports himself for Constantinople ; where he, by 
great expense, procures the ^rand signor's com- 
mand for the ba^alic, wbich was now void by 
the death of Usaph Basha^ and writes to his ne- 
phew Mahmet, that he would content hiinsdf 
with that. But Mahmet not trusting him, and 
fearing also his brother All, whom he knew 
secretly to affect Haftsa, let £b11 words, as if he 
never should have peace till he had cut him off. 
Tins being carried to Ali, he provides for bis own 
safety by a speedy flight to Algier, where he meets 
with but slow promises of assistance to recover his 
patrimony. But in the end, finding himself de- 
luded, and his money to consume, he betakes 
himself to his father-m-law, a Moor of a potent 
&mily, by whose means he gets blether a con- 
snderable army, which makes his brother Mahmet 
. heffn to look about him. 

" Haftsa, in the mean time, comes from Ck>n- 
stantinople, with some hundreds of soldiers he 
c^ed Janizaries, to take possession of the basha- 
Uc ; but was some few days too soon ; Mahmet 
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being in the tield %htiiig his brother : asxd, his 
deputies in the city kept him out, hot suffeHng 
him to land. Thereupon he returned back-tu 
Turkey ; for he could not prevail with his Turks 
to wait upon the coast, to hear the success of the 
forces of the two brothers. It seems they found 
themselves already deceived ; being all along told 
that they should be joyfully received by the peo- 
ple at Hoflsa's arrival; and they would be no 
longer abused, but made him aaH to the Morea, 
which, in great measure, was his ruin. For 
Achmet Basha, the Vizier Azem, who had taken 
his money, and invested him with the bashaHc, 
was dead, and Cara Mustapha Basha succeeded. 
He, hearing that the country of Tunis had refosed 
Haftsa, and that he was returned to Navarrin, 
and bdng desirous to make his market also of 
him, and at least to get his predecessor's glean- 
mgs, immediately sends and brings him to Con- 
stantinople, where he, to his great regret, receives 
dispatch on dispatch to come for Tunis ; of .which 
city and whole territory his nephew Ali was pos- 
' sessed not above three days after he had sailed 
from thence for the Morea. But now he was in 
the pound, and Cara Mustapha would notpart 
' with him, but kept him there a great while, ' and 
first permitted him to send one ship away to fetch 
money, aU his first treasure being consumed; 
wluch ship also was slow in coming back. * At 
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last, with much ado, he gets , away and comes to 
Tunis, is receiTed as basha, though not so kjodlj 
used by his nephew All as he expected ; for his 
long absence had worn off some of the former 
kindne^. And AJi, having now established him- 
self, and so long subsuted without him, cares the 
less for him, and, possibly, would rather have bad 
his room, than his company ; as appeared by 
several slightings of him, and not giving him pos- 
session of his ancient patrimony, iu which All 
was instated by his brother Mahmet at Haftsa's 
first flight to Tripoli. All which Haftsa sees he 
must now be contented with, and submit to. 

" Mahmet, all this while, holds himself strong 
in his castle of Kef^ soine few days journey £eom 
Tunis ; to which place he had carried great trea- 
sure, and whither the discontented of the Turks, 
that AH had, by his cruelty, disobliged, and seve- 
ral of the fickle Moors, daily resort ; so that with 
them, and his wife's kindred, again he takes the 
field. He had considerable advantages against 
his brother, who now again was forced to retire up 
into the country, and presently mashes to the 
city. And they, making some face of resistance, 
yet, on the first summons, let him in ; and all Ali's 
Mends retired to the great castle, and fortified 
themselves there. Mahmet lays close si^;e for 
about two and twenty days ; but, not being able 
to reduce it in that time, he found it neediiil to 
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retire, to encounter his brother, who was'omiiD^ 
upon him with a ^^at force of Turks and Moors. 
And those he was well nigh overcoming by a stra- 
tagem ; for when Mahmet was come into Tunis, 
all the government, that were friends to Ali, retired 
into the castle. Mahmet, not being able to take 
them, would, at least, create new ones in their 
steads ; and, out of the Turks that were with him. 
he makes over again all the oflScers of the divai^ 
as much as if he had taken the castle, and cut 
them all off. Now, going to meet his brother 
with his camp in this manner, he sends some of 
his Turks to his brother's camp, to inform the 
Turks there, that he was possessed of the castle af 
Tunis, and had cut off all his enemies ; and that 
now all the power and government of the Tui^s 
was with him ; asking, why tliey would %ht against 
their brethren, &c. Whereupon all the Turks, in 
Ali's camp, immediately leave him and join Mah- 
met ; which had been his ruin, had he not forth- 
with set upon them with his Moors : which be did 
so suddenly, and so violently, that he cut off many 
of them, and routed all the rest ; his brother Mab. 
met, with but a few, escaping to his castle of Kef. 
So that Ali comes with triumph to Tunis, reward- 
ing his Turks who had so faithfully kept the great 
castle for him." 
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loncludes imperfect; but I gne: 

intended to have been continued through the voy- "^mg ** 
, Alicam. 

age home. What else happened to him of mo- 
ment, must be supplied by what I have gathered 
from his own discourse. His condition in the 
ship was much improved beyond that of his em- 
barkment for Archangel. Then he was a raw 
novice, or mere underling; and neither master, 
mate, nor mariner would deign to afford him any 
participation of the sailing account, as he very 
much desired. But here he was lord paramount, 
commanded his captain, and did what he pleased. 
He was in at all the observations and accounts of 
the ship's way, journal-keeping, chart, and the 
pricking of the ship's place. He found, as be 
said formerly, that the captains perform all thb 
work mechanically, by the help of tables, out of 
which they extract all their sums : and, for doing 
it, they have a rule; but act without any notion, 
or idea, of the truth of that, which they are at 
work upon. If a man tells a sailor, that, if he 
steers directly N.E., he shall at -length find him* 
self in the pole, he will not apprehend it; but 
rather despise the ignorance of him that proposes 
such an affront to his chart. But (matt»^ of 
skill apart) it is certain that, between reckoning 
iand guess-work, they do wonderfully direct a ship 
£com one part of the world to another ; and, for 
the means, it is with them to determine, whether 
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thej can make themselves understood therean,' in- 
not. In this voyage, the chief care of the mer-* 
chant was to find himself employment to pass his 
time, which, upon the sea, was always fastidious 
to him. He had the rest of the fleet to observei 
and the characters of the several vessels to com- 
ment upon, some windwardly, some not stay well, 
some slugs, some sail hard upon a wind, and fall 
off at lai^, with the reasons, and the humours of 
the winds in the Mediterranean. These served 
to divert the time till they arrived at Alicant in 
Spain. 

In that port our merchant, and some of Ips 
company, went ashore, and chose to travel ovei 
land to Cadiz, rather than sail round by Gibraltar. 
In this journey by land, which was over great 
mountains, they had no better carriage than a 
slight cart or two. The passage was very delight- ' 
ful to the merchant, who loved extremely to see 
new places, and such spacious views as he had 
£rom those Spanish hills. But the lodging, little 
better than in the open air, was their greatest 
mortification. One evening they came to a little 
bam upon a hill, and promised themselves a good 
night's sleep there. But the driver was observed 
to be very busy in making his bed under his cart. 
One of them asked him, why he would not lodge 
in the bam ; he answered, because he would not 
be eaten alive ; that is, by the cimici, which are of 
the sort o£, but much worse than, our Lond(m 
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bugs. This was a seasonable item. The mer- 
chant, and his crew, made also thehr beds in the 
airts ; and so rested as well as they might. He 
told us of vast herds of great beasts that he saw 
upon the hills, and about the country ; which was . 
a great surprise to him, because he had heard 
what a be^arly country of flesh Spain is. These 
hods, as they were told, belonged to some of the 
grandees of the country. 

Our merchant was not ill qualified to travel '*''^"*^'^ 
in tiiis country, and to converse in the great peranenu 
trading towns ; for he spoke GHiFoot very fluently, age &«m 
which is a corrupt Spanish. But because the Jews *°"' 
write it in Hebrew characters (which he also could 
do) it is called Oiffbot, or the language which the 
Jews speak ; so, having this dialect at command, 
he was his own interpreter. I suppose they did 
not stay long at Cadiz ; for, as soon as the ships 
were com'e about, they went aboard, and pursued 
their voyage. And now the want of diversion 
began to press more than bdbre ; and they con- 
trived divers amusements to supply it. The seas, 
in that voyage, being very deep, they fell to trying 
«q>eriments by letting down bottles into the sea. 
They had the dipsy (or deep-sea) line at their 
command ; and with this they let down an empty 
Florence flask well stopped, and found that, at 
one hundred fathom, or less, the flask constantly 
iH^e. Then they let down a common glass 
bottle tightly stopped, and in no depth could they 
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find it would break; but. somewhat beyond the 
former depth, they found the cork always thrust 
into the bottle ; and, giving depth enough, this 
event never failed. These experiments demon- 
strate the wei^t of fluids, as of other bodies,, ac- 
cording to quantity, which is gauged by the per* 
pendicular. 
Surprised With these, and many other such amusements, 
ma^; Md^ they contrived to pass the tedious time at sea, till 
^j^g^ '"" they came in sight of dear England; and -then 
look-out was the word. The merchant had en- 
tertainment enough in observing the coast, afid, 
coming into the river, his heart was full ; and he 
no sooner landed, but he got information where 
his best brother lived, and, embarking in another 
I. sort of vessel, a hackney coach, steered directly 

*■_ thither. His brother was then lord chief jus- 

tice of the common pleas ; - and his lady was dead ; 
so, he not affecting to be altt^ther alone, it fell 
to my share to be almost constantly with him. 
The merchant came to his lordship's house at 
about eight. in the morning, when we were in bed. 
The housekeeper had been formerly his lordship's 
laundress at the Temple, and knew well her mas- 
ter's brother so early as when he was, at the 
writing- school. She was a pthisical old woman, 
and could scarce crawl up stairs once a day. This 
gentleman appearing with his mustachios, accord- 
ing to the Turkish manner, Cordubee hat, and 
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strange out-of-the-way clothes, just as if one had 
been dressed up to act Captain Dangerfield in the 
play, she stood staring at him ; and he, knowing 
her, called her by her name. By that she knew 
that it was her Master Dudley, and flew up stairs 
to tell the news, as if she had been a girl of six- 
teen ; so forthwith he was conducted up to us. 
Tlie% particulars are mentioned to show what 
spirits sudden joy will inspire. 

It is to no purpose, to describe the circum- ^'"« *>■* 

*^ *^ _ Turkiah 

stances of this congress. It will readily be con- gu-b Ktme 
ceived to have been sufficiently happy. After a 
quarter of an hour's conversation, we sent him to 
a chamber to refresh, whilst w^ got up ; and 
conaing t(^ether again, it was pleasant to observe 
his figure ; so bizarr was his face and dress. His 
first demand was a tailor, a tailor. The tailor 
came, but could not finish his office, in civilizing a 
barbare,uadeT two days ; and all that time he wore 
his Dangerfield habit and beard. It was pleasant 
to see him manage his mustachios ; for, being apt 
to trespass upon, the mouth, they were always, by 
an action, habitually put by, before drinking, one 
way and the other.' But yet the beard would 
have a share out of the glass, and was made clean 
again by another habitual action of sipping the 
upper Up. This garb may seem very monstrous 
to us here ; but, in the Levant cities, clothes are 
not more necessary than a beard to one that writes 



:dbvGoogIe 



96 LIFE OF THE 

roan. Aiter a certain t^e, nothing is to be takeq 
from the upper Up ; but, underneath, all is shaven 
clean away; and more than that is inffunous. 
But now the western usages must govern. 
The power With the tailor. came the barber, who, like 
Time with his scythe, mowed down this fertile 
crop. And the merchant himself could not but 
be surprised to see his own face in a glass, after 
the mustachios were departed ; and, turning away 
his head, laughed at himself. Such power hath 
custom over men's sentiments and opinions ; for 
he could not help being ashamed of his face. It 
was a considerable time before this upper lip, 
having been long shaded from the sun, took the 
same tawn as the rest of his face ; but, looking. 
white and pale, made a strange disfigurement. 
And it was matter of ridicule to see him always, 
before drinking, act with his fingers to part away 
his (then) no beard ; tuid, when he had done, to 
sip his upper lip, although the mop, to be cleaned* 
was gone. In the course of action habitual, 
reason and reflection stand by. A stronger power 
is in possession, and must be removed, not by 
assault, but, if at all, by a long si^e. The 
greatest part, of what we act in our lives, is more 
machinery than the effect of either will or reason. 
Sleeping His father, the Lord North, had then been 

c^. ' * dead for some years ; but his mother was alive, 
who had nursed him in the fdague, and had be^a 
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iiiiffleasuraUy fond of him ; and not without vio- 
l«ice to ber affectioii, and oiit of respect to his 
giood, had pvted with him to go into all the 
hazards of a supercai^ merchant. I may atty 
she was rerived by the news df his arrival, and 
mere hy a s^it of liim; for, as soon as he was 
acooutoed, he took a journey down into Suffdk, 
to pay his ihity to her. After a decent time 
spent with her, he retmned to London, where he 
had hn^ coneenis to superintend. He continued 
f«- some time to lodge wiUi us, .at his best bn>- 
tbsr'i house. Where, according to Ids former 
wage, when any great tdteration of his condition 
or drouDstances ha{^ned, his workii^ muid^ 
about ordering lus affairs in a fit posture for Ihb 
fiiture maoagement of them, would not let kim 
sleep aXt the night. It was the custom, at first, 
for his brother, wlio generally . rose before sevm, 
to go into the merchant's chamber, - and there 
fini^ his dsvssing. And he always found him 
awalce, and compIatAing he had not slept. But, 
Vpaa hisleayii^'him, he slept soundly till ten or 
eleven ; whereby he lost _his morning, which he 
cotddr not 'Endure. He perceived that thb want 
of timely deeping grew to be a very great in- 
eoKvenience. This made him resdve to take his 
old course, and make a thorough cure at once. 
Accordingly he resolved, whatever became of him, 
de^ or not sleep, to rise when his brother rose, 
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and so to secure his morniiigs to better purposes 
than droning abed. He took this course, and de- 
clared that, for four nights t<^;ether, he was not 
sensible that he had slept at all ; but, on the fifth 
night, he slept with a fiUI gale till morning, with- 
out any waking at all. This, as was noted, shows 
that men may conquer any inconveniences, that 
grow by custom, if they are not wanting to them- 
selves in courage and resolution. And it is cer- 
tain, that want of timely sleep, if not obstructed 
by some disease, may be cured by a pertinacity 
in watching ; ' for Nation will have the rest she 
needs, and, in a state of health, will secure it 
against all the noises and disturbances whatsoever, 
as may be observed by the deep sleep of poor 
seamen, who are (as they call it) overwatched. 
m» mother It fell Out that, just at our entrance upon the 
a^'fo/ western circuit, news came that the good Lady 
to ««ca- North was dead, and had made me her sole execu- 
tor. We had, at that time, the misfortune of an 
elder brother's importunity, who was not contented 
that any of our common concerns should pass 
quietly and smooth ; and he, being heir at law, 
might enter ; after which, the management of the 
personal estate would be very difBcult. Where- 
fin«, to prevent great inconveniences, since it was 
not in my power to attend in person to dispatch 
the goods forthwith out of the house, a^ was 
thought necessary to be done, I entreated him to 
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go dowii and finish that work for me. He most 
willin^y undertook it ; and, after his arrival, he 
there first showed what an agent of dispatch be 
was : for, in little more than a week after the 
funeral, he had cleared the premises of all the 
goods, except a few which were left for the heir, 
. to have his option to take if he pleased ; being 
what could not be removed without prejudice to 
him. He was so obliging to declare we must, in 
a time, take all that belonged to us, and, after 
that, he would permit nothing to be removed. 
This made the merchant ply his time. One diffi- 
culty he had, which was to get ont the brewing- 
vessels ; for the doors were too little for them to 
pass ; and he could engage none of the family to 
saw out a thresliold to make way, for that was a 
trespass to the freehold. But he and his foot- 
boy went to work, and cut it out, and the vessels 
were rolled into an old moat, and ftwm thence 
earned away. He had an aching tooth, as they 
say, at the raiU-Stones of a water-mill ; but the 
learned told him, those were part of the freehold : 
otherwise he made no account but, as a true fac- 
tor, to accomplish his business, according to his 
rule and trust, to perfection. 

He wrought every day in person, taking down, H" »" m' 
Sorting, disposing, and contriving packs, which working. 
he did according to art, and beyond the skill, I 
had almost said the pains, of a porter. The. 
h2 
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no^bouTs, as the custom is od such tJcoudons, for 
ciiriosit;^, came to see what was doing ; he Uttle 
minded them, but went on with his business. They 
were in admiration at his personal industry, aad 
art in employing others. Before he had quite 
finished his work, the har at law made a descent 
upon him; and, then, litigating was added to 
labour. And this happening when the beds, aU 
hiit one reserved for his use whilst he stayed, 
were sent away, the litigants were forced to lie 
tc^ether in that one bed at night. Afber we 
came together, and he gave us the history of his 
pains^taking, among other grievances, one was, 
that, after sctdding all day, his tmither and he 
were forced to lie together all night I told him 
in merriment, that was the l^t thing of a tbon> 
sand, Iot moat men and their wires did it conti- 
nually. But, as to the business itself, he gave me 
books, in which were registered, not only the 
accounts to a farthing, but every bimdle and 
parcel by marks, or letters, with the contents in 
each, particularized to a trifle, and where they 
were sent or disposed : so that, notwlthstandii^ 
the hurry bf moving, and sending things away to 
several jdaces, I had a digest of the whole, and 
could go to the place, parcel, drawer, &c. to ^d 
any thing I had a mind to. This I remember as 
a pdece of justice ; being all I can return for so 
Angular an act of fiiendship : and 1^ that, whidi 
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t think enough, excnse the seeming small import 
of this memoir. 
In London he found that his business, which ^'''^'** 

merchaat 

was very considerable, made it neediiil for him to in London. 
have warehouses, and to converse near the Ex- 
change, and in a mercantile waj, that so he mi^t 
readily carry persona to see his goods ; which could 
not be done, whilst he Uved, and conversed, most 
at ihe other end of the town. Whereupon he took 
a lodging, tc^ether with some other bachelor me3^ 
chants, in a house that was kept by a gentle- 
woman of good value and appearance, the widow 
erf a merchant deceased ; and there they had their 
diet also, at a certain price : aud, I am persuaded, 
any one of them miglit have been master of the 
hoose, whenever he pleased. But, although they 
did not differ upon that point, or any thing ebe, 
he, who had been so long padron di casa, or the 
govHUor of a ra^on, was weary of that boyish 
course of life, and resolved, by the first opportuni- 
ty, to take a house, and live after his own way. 
At length, he found a good convenknt house in 
BasinghaU-street, with a coach-gate into the yard> 
next to that which Sir Jeremy Sambrook used ; 
and there he settled. He had the opportunity of 
a good housekeeper, that had been his mother's 
woman ; though some thought her too fine for a 
rin^ man, as he was, and might give scandal, 
and occasion his habitation being called Bussing' 
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hall-street. But, when he, that had a command 
of himself, did 'what he thought reasooal:^ he 
always slighted what people, at a distance, - said 
of it. Here he found himself master of all that 
belonged to himself^ and could have the pleasure 
of returning the civilities of his fiieiids, by enter- 
.taining them as he pleased, 
ixiilked Living in this way, he applied himself wholly 
^irin^r to business, and did . not dream of any thing to 
bankers, happen that might divert him. He found divers 
usages in London very .different from what had 
beeii practised, in his time, there, or in any other 
place where he had lived : as, first, touching tlieir 
running cash, which, by almost all sorts of mer-, 
chants, .was slid into goldsmiths' hands ; and they 
themselves paid and received only by bills ; as if 
all their dealings were in banco,* He counted this a 

' The merchantB of London wcrci at one period, accustomed 
to deposit their Buperflnous cash, for safe custody, in the 
Mint; where 200,000^ was seized by Charles I. "The 
Mint had then the credit of a bank, and for several years 
had been the treasury of all the vast payments tranBinitted 
fiom Spain to Flanders." (Temples MmeUanies.) Soon 
ftfker this period, it became usual for the merchants to da- 
posit their cash in the hands of the goldsmiths, who thus 
became bankers. See " The Mystery of Ike nen-J'tukiotied 
Goldsmiths, or Bankers, dUcovered," 1676; cited in Anda^ 
ton on Commerce, vol- ii. p. 53S. Sir Josiah Child, in his 
DUcoarte on Trade, bos expressed an opinion as to the 
bankers, similar to that of Sir Dudley North. 
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fbdish, lazy method, and obnoxious to great acci- 
dents ; and he never could bring himself whoUy to 
comply with it. For, having taken an apprentice, 
one Fairclough, the son of a Presbyterian old 
usurer, he paid and received aU by his cash- 
keeper, in his. own counting-Jiouse, as merchants 
used to do. ' But, at length, he was prevailed on to 
use Berijamin Hinton, a Lfombard-street man ; 
and, for acting therein against his conscience, was 
punished with the loss of about fifty pounds. But 
others lost great sums by this man ; and his break- 
ing made a great shake upon the Exchange. I 
remember, he hath come home (^or, at first, he 
was, as I said, with us) in great amazement at his 
own greatness ; for the banking goldsmiths came 
to him upon the Exchange, with low obeisances, 
" hopng for the honour"-^" should be proud to 
serve him,'' and the like ; and all for nothing but to 
have the keeping of his cash. This pressing made 
him the more averse to that practice ; and, when .his 
acquaintance asked him where he kept his cash, 
he said, "At home; where should he keep it?'' 
They wondered at him, as one that did not know 
his own interest. But, in the latter end of his 
time, when he had left the city, and dealt more in 
trusts and mortgages, than in merchandize, he 
saw a better bottom, and used the shop of Sir 
Francis Qiild, at Temple-bar, for the paying and 
receiving all his great sums, 
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I should here mention another thing tiiat tawiM 
surprised him ; which was the dipped money. He 
observed, and wondered, that it was current ; and 
he could not be persuaded, but that he took so 
much less for his goods, as the money wanted of 
weight. But I have so much to remember upon 
-this head, that, having reserved a place expr«s 
for it, no more is said here ; but I proceed next to 
mention the want of a convenience in LiHidon, 
which was admirably supplied in Constantinople ; 
and that was the Besastein. This is a place like 
the Exchange, built of stone, and very strong ; it 
was proof against fire, as well bs against thieves. 
There, goods of all kinds were taken in for safe 
castody, and delivered out again, upon payment 
9f a very small premio. The manner of disposi- 
tion in it is much like that of the king's warehouse 
at the Custom-house ; where is an order, and ser- 
vants, whereby any thing taken in may readily 
be found, and brought forth. In the upper part, 
there was a perpetual outcry, as sale of goods, not, 
as here, in a sort of (^ce, till all is dispatched, 
but by men running about from one place to mo- 
ther, and crying the price. There a man may go 
for his diversion, and, sitting down, observe ; for 
instance, a scimitar: "So much bid fin* this; 
Who bids more V You may look on it ; and, if 
you say any Uiing more, away runs the fellow, and 
cries it ; and, if he finds no more bid, he t 
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to yaa, and it b yours for your money. And so, 
for almost' every kind of thing that aitj man de- 
sires or Qses, it is odds but he is accommodated. 
While our merchant was a young be^nner in 
London, he wanted many things, and he believed 
they were easy to be procured ; but those that 
wanted him, could not find him any more than 
he them. Then he complained of his want of 
the Constantinople Jews, that, in such cases, 
brought buyers and sellers together : but of them 
before. 

Another thing, new to him in Loodoa, was the CoT". but 
coffee-houses. There were scarce any when hehoumio 
was last before in England ; and, for certain, none oopST" 
at all when he first went out.* 'At Constanti- 
nople they had coffee, but no coffee-houses ; for 
those were not suffered; it having been found 
the people, by a tendency to sedition, made an ill 
use of them. In Constantinople, the coffee, with 
a furnace and utensUs, is carried about the street 
upon a man's breast, as they do baskets of wares ; 
and, if any one bath a mind to a dish of coff'ee, 
he calls the coffee-man, (one or other of them, like 
our porters, being commonly within hearing) and 
sits him down and drinks it. If one would gratify 
the workmen in a shop, there is no such thing as 
asking them to drink ; they will answer, " They 

• See the L^e ^the Lord Keeper, vol. i. p. 318, nate. 



:dbvGtiogIe 



106 LIFE OF THE 

are not.adiy ;" bat tbef will be very thank&l for 
a dish of ct^ee ; and then the coffee-man is called. 
Nay, there are men so charitable as, by a vow, to 
spend their lives in carrying water about, which 
they offer to all people ; and those, that are hot 
and dry, accept their courtesy. This shows that, 
io tiiose hot countries, the gift of a cup of ccdd 
water was not so despicable as it is thought to 
have been. 
Hought But, to repair to London again, irom whence 

African w^c Were slipped back. Our merchant, finding the 
mA^' S"^®**- trading companies in credit, and himself a 
Director, stranger to that sort of dealing, and that most of 
his friends and acquaintance were concerned in 
one or other of them, thought fit to buy stock in 
the Royal African Company,* to such a value as 
might qualify him to be of the committee for di- 
rection of the trade; and, accordingly, he was 
chosen. He applied himself to attend and ma- 
nage, as he thought became him, aAd he was 
bound to do. By this he had two advantages ; 
one was, the being let into the knowledge of trade 
in comptmies, and of this in particular ; the other 
was, making himself known, and what his abili- 
ties, in the management of all sorts of business, 
were. And here it was that, in the opinion of 

* Established in tiie year 1673 ; the fbnrth and last ezdn- 
ave company of merchants trading to Africa. Thetrade be- 
came open in 1689. 
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the Exchange, he first did justice to his character. 
For he was sagacious to take the substance of anj 
matter, at the first opening ; and then, having bj 
{nroper questions more iiillj infOTined lums^ coold 
clearly unfold the difficolty, with all its cimun- 
stances of advantage and disadvantage, to the 
understanding of others. He was an exquisite 
judge of adventures, and the value and eligibili^ 
of them. He was very quick at discerning the 
fraud, or sincerity, of many persons the Company 
had trusted ; as also the characters of those that 
IB-offered, and were examined, in order to be em- 
ployed or trusted. If he once found that any 
person was false, and had cheated the Company, 
he was ever after inflexible ; and no solicitation, 
or means whatsoever, could prevail with him to 
coyer or connive ; but he laid them open as broad 
as the day. It is often found that men, in a 
public trust, wiU give way to favour; and, for 
poverty, presents, or solicitation, indulge and in- 
tercede for what they would not bear in their own 
private concerns. But, as to matter of future 
trust, no means could take our merchant off a 
knave's skirts, if ever, in pubUc or private con- 
cerns, he had once found him out. 
. This positive conduct of his, however in itself"""^"'" 

^ ence tD rule 

commendable, had like to have cost him Ms hfe. onrif co« 
Upon an examination at the African house, a 
captain of a ship was convicted of having de- 
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frauds the Company most grossly ; And, indeed, 
it waa by our merchant's acuteness and skill that 
the discovery was made. Afterwards, this cap* 
t^in, having softened divers of the committee, 
made his applications for another trust. Our 
m^^bant adhered to his conviction, and would by 
qo means consent to his being employed ^ain. 
He thought that, in snch a managery, there wag 
so much of trust, that, of necessity, they must be, 
more or less, cheated; and all the means that 
could possibly be used, would not prevent it. 
Therefore, when cheats are once found out,.- to 
pass them by, or connive, encourages frauds ; and 
they will have no reason to expect honest dealing : 
for men are not honest by principle, but by in- 
terest, and fear that relates to it ; and it were all 
one as to throw up, and surrender the Company's 
effects, to be embezzled by thos&that are trusted 
with them. Upon this, against the inclination of 
some of the committee, the order was, that the 
captain should be held to account, and not be far- 
ther employed ; for, upon such a staring detection 
as had been made, none could persist in his &- 
vour. But, after the committee was up, and the 
gentlemen moving about the room, one went out 
and told the captain whom he ^ight thank. 
Thereupon the captun enters the room with hia 
twoid drawn, and went directly towards Mx. 
Ncirth, who stood talking with some at the upper 
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end of the room, wi:& a direct intettt to ^stab him. 
But, as he came near, one of the mercfauits, per- 
cdving his swdrd> struck it down; and so he 
missed bis purpose. Mr. North broke his cane 
i4>6n the fidlow's head ; which was all the satis* 
&ction he had for so dangerous an assault ; for he 
would not be persuaded to prosecute the man, to 
make him an example. 

The Lord Chief Justice North, findine his bn>- !*«««»- 

. -E, mended bj 

ther fitUing thus pell-mell into affairs of trade ; bUi lord- 
and perceiving, by his conversation, that he had inu^nn it 
an uncommon penetration and capacity, both in ^e^**" 
general and ^urticnlar direction of matters to 
be traDsacted by the application of many heads 
and hands, thought, sincerely, tiiat he should 
do his majesty a sgnal piece of service in 
reconunending him to some post, of which, in 
the revenue business, there were not a few that 
needed such an one as he was : and' if, withal, he 
did good to his brother, his iiit^;rity and service 
to the king his master was never the less. Ac?- 
cdrdii^y, he took an opportunity to speak of him 
to my Lord Rochester (then at the head of the 
Treasury), and tdd Mm, that he had a brother, 
fartdy arrived from Turkey, who understood trade, 
and the iDarine, 'perfectly w^ ; and, he believed, 
it would be ibr ids m^jest/s service, if his lord- 
sh^ though fit to recommend him to any em< 
ploym^t m the Customs, or where such a person • 
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might be usefhl; and that, really, he beUered that 
BO man in England was so well qualified to serve 
the king, as his brother was. But his lordshi(> so 
httle thought there could be an impartial roan in 
the world, that, for answer, he only smiled; which 
was as much as to say, that he thought my lord 
chief justice came to palm his brother upon him.' 
By this it appeared, that the Lord Rochester did 
not understand men. But his mind altered after- 
wfu^s ; of which more is said in the life of the 
same chief Justice. 
The pirn of '■ Biit, now we are drawing near to the public, I 
■ewed^r '°'*^ remember what a reverend opinion of Oates, 
^^"'" and bis accomplices, oiir merchant brou^t over" 
with him. It was the method of all the fautbcs 
of the plpt which bore his name along with it, 
whether for malice, or ignorance, but more espe-t 
cially the former, to cram down all indifferent 
people's throats a belief of it. Those that lived, in 
the time, must needs see the credit it had, I meian 
with indifferent people, was more through artifice, 
or rather force, than ri^t reason. And, accord- 
ing to this scheme, the London merchants, and 
particularly those trading to the Levant, being' 
generally among the fautors, belaboured all their 
factors with their accounts of ^e most horrid 
conspiracy, &c. discovered by that instrument of 
Providence, Gates. That the same plot was still 
carrying on, and they were not come to the hot. 
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torn of it yet ; but they hoped, by the next con- 
veyance, they should send them this same bottom 
of the plot. Those who had relations or friends 
abroad, and had other sentiments of the matter, 
did not, nay dare not, write any thing in dert^a- 
tion of Oates, or his plot ; for, such a letter inter- 
cepted and produced, the writer had gone head- 
long into the midst of it; at least had suffered for 
traducing the justice of the nation. So the intel- 
ligence ran all on one side ; and there is no won- 
der that Oates should be so idolized, as he was, 
smon^ the factors and merchants at Constanti- 
nople. Our merchant told us that, in all their jol- 
lities, next to the king's health, Oates's was cele- 
brated. But they thought it very strange that 
the next tetters did not bring the bottom, nor the 
next ; but still, by the next, they hoped they 
should have it. Thus our merchant came home 
seasoned ; but, instead of finding the bottom turn- 
ed up, the moon was in the wane, and Oates was 
become almost a common detestation. It was 
some time before we could, by discourse, give him 
a right idea of our public ; so hard held he upon 
the prejudice that was burnt into him, by letters 
from England, about this devilish plot. But, by 
degrees, he saw daylight, and detested that nest 
of villains as much as we did ; and his behaviour 
afterwards showed him to be a true convert. 
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Found us He found ti3 almost ready to go ttwetfa^ by the 

In high 

flints of ears, about public matters, Which soon settled in 
^ '"'' the terms of Whig and Tory* Those were the 
appellatires ; but the mythology was sexHtiotu 
and lo^al; the histoiy of which is fully rdated 
in the Examen. Those Who joined in ' all the 
wicked practices to destroy the tlien present go- 
Ternment, and those who endearonred, by all 
justifiable means, to sustain the credit and anthiv 
rity of it (as there was need enough) against tiie 
strata^ms and under-hand deabngs of the others. 
The former were also distinguirfied hy crying up 
Oates's plot ; and the others, by crying it dawn. . 
And, upon such terras of faction, heats, animesi- 
feies, strivings, tumidts, seditions, and what not oX 
disorder, was grown to that he^t, as made 
Whitehall shake ; aU which is fully made appear 
in the said Exsmen. The Whigs declared a war 
against the person o'f the Duke of York, who was 
unhaptnly declared a Roman Catholic ; and they 
stirred up, and abetted proceedings, solemnly to 
have him excluded from succeeding to the crown. 
The Tories understood well, that this did not 
strike more at the duke, than at the king himself; 
for, if the exclusion passed, the king must be de- 
I»iTed of his ma^tracy and militia, without 
whU;h the exclusion wonid not be safe ; and that 

'Seethe Lye qf the Lord Keeper, vol. i. -p. 404, note. 
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wliich could not have been, modestly, asked be- 
fore, would then have been demanded; and the 
^witing what they asked, would have made a 
reason to ask what could not, without the ruin of 
the public, be granted; and yet they thought they 
should be able to extort it : and, for that reason, 
they were impetuous for the exclusion, even to 
madness ; or, as if they were fidly bent, in the 
first place, to extort even that. 

Ishall not here give any account of this plot ofsomepar- 
Oates's, Dor of the monster brought forth by it, nmkied, 
called Ignoramus ; nor of the troubles about choos- *""''• 
ing sheriffs of London and Middlesex, because a 
particular account is given of all these in the 
Examen, and the Life of this gentleman's best 
brother, the Lord Keeper North. It may be 
found also in the same Life, how this gentleman 
was persuaded to hold sheriff; I shall therefore 
omit that also, and proceed to some partioilars, 
not so exactly related there. 

As soon as be had determined to hold sheriff, Mwms uh4 

11 I I . !• I .by terrors, 

and that was known, the agitators oi the opposing to Jiven 
party were at their wits' end ; for they knew on J^j^' """ '" 
what bottom the whole machine rested, viz. the 
Lord Chief Justice North's r^utation and autho- 
rity. He was one whom, by all their arts, terrene 
and iasinualions, they could never seduce to move 
a hair's breadth from what he juc^^ to be bii 

, VOL. III. I 
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duty to the crown : and that also he esteemed to 
be his best service to his country ; since that way 
only he thought justice and peace in the nation 
was to be maintained. He concluded that, with 
his majesty and his government, the church, and 
national liberty, and the people's safety and pro- 
perty, must stand and fall together. And, be- 
sides this steadiness, it was yet worse ; for, with 
his skill in the law, and known adherence to jus- 
tice, for which he was celebrated by the citizens, 
among whom he had acted as chief judge for. 
many years, he had also an interest and authority 
in all the counties of England, in most of which 
he was, not only loved, but revered. All thb cast 
such a damp upon the cause of the faction, as they 
could not bear. They turned every stone, exe- 
cuted every invention, that could be contrived, to 
break this system. They bellowed and roared 
with univocal noise, not only' in the city, but aU 
over England, that Sir John Moor* and his She- 
riff North should both be hanged, for their daring 
to invade the rights of the citizens. They ap- 
plied to work personally upon Mr. North ; for the 
party men, that were his friends and acquaintance, 
and even those that were indifferent, came about 

* See the character of Sir John Moor, in the Examm, p. 
596; where anacconnt is also girea of the tronsactioiu men- 
tioiied in the text. See also Burnet, {Own Time, t^ iL p. 
914.) 



:dbvGoogIe 



HON. SIR DUDLEY NOBTH. 115 

lum, wondering what he meant. " What !" said 
they, **put yourself in a place that is disputed, 
and tiiat with so much rage and fury ? You 11 
certainly be undone." All that he answered, was, 
" I 'm a citizen, and I 'II obey the city. If I 'm 
called upon an office, the oath I took as a free- 
man requires me to obey ; and, by the grace of 

. .God,*" clapping hia hand on liis head, " so I will," 
said he, " and never break my head about titles." 

But, what was very remarkable, in tbe midst ^ 
of all this bruit, when most people expected Mr. 
Njwth should not have come much abroad, or have *"* 
appeared concerned, if not somewhat dubious, at 
a time when his name was broiling upon the coals, 
being the subject of all the talk of the town, and, 

. as the faction had ordered the matter, country tg 
boot ; yet he went about his business, and walked 
tbe streets to and fro, with all the freedom and 
mirth he used to show, as if nothing sUning had 
concerned him. It was |deasant, whilst walking 
with him, to see fellows in haste stop at the sight 
of him, and let him pass by while they stared ; 
and, in little companies, on the other side, people, 
in their talk, looking and pointing towards hi^, 
as saying, " that 's he." This behavioiu" was won- 
dered at, and differently interpreted, according to 
the complexion of the observers. The party men, 
who knew best why they were so concerned tQ re- 
tain their dear impunity, rested not, but were 
l2 
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contmuallj pushing some experiment ctf other to 
divert him. Th^ found out his ordiuaiy fri^ids, 
and wrote penny-post letters about, that they 
might, for his own good, which the writers (for- 
sooth) were tender of, dissuade him : and not a 
few cam6, directed to himself, in the guise of 
good-wiU. At length, they called him blind 
Bayard, and made a stupid insensible ass of him, 
that understood not what he was about. And so 
^is bull-b^;ar trade went on, till after the elec- 
tion ; which made matter of discourse, and some- 
times merriment, among' ourselves ; but altered 
not the state of his case one jot. 
They en. gut one thing the party did, which was really 
hiodn-us malicious, and might have had an unfortunate 
ia nb. tiira upon him. They fijund out that, at this time, 
he was in fiiU courtship of a widow lady, very 
beautiftil and rich, the daughter of Sar -Robert 
Cann, a morose old nierchant of Brist(d.* They 
caused, letters to be sent to this old gentleman, 
from some in London that he valued, intimating 
that his daughter was going to throw herself away 
upon a new-comer, that, all people believed, was 
not worth a groat ; else he would not act so des- 
perat^y aa he did ; for, if he went on, be would 
COTtoinly be hanged. And the lady herself was 

* See the Lj/e i^the Lord Keeper, toL ii. p. 26. Asd the 
£MMro,p.603. 
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pHed with gossips ; but her penetrattoo was not 
so shallow as their tittle-tattle. She lodged in the 
house of an understanding merchant, one Mr. 
GeOTge Stwel ; and, it is likely, the gentleman 
gave a good account of his proceedings, both 
to his lady, and the m»t;hant her friend ; and, 
as it fell out, all this wind shook no com in that 
quarter. 

Not long after the declaration of the draice'i^D' 
at- tiie Common Hall, there came to Mr. Dudley Ki*e b 
North a summons to attend my lord mayor and «worn 
t;ourt <^ aldermen. He attended, and was told 
that he had been duly elected, by the dty at their 
Common Hall, to be one of the sheriffs for London 
and Middlesex fbr the next year ensuing; and 
they required him to give the common security to 
hold, or he must expect to be fined. He, in a 
short speech, disaUed himself, as a stranger to, 
and un^perienced in, English affairs; therefisv 
not qualified for such a place : and, moreover, he 
heard much discourse touching the illegality of 
his being chosen ; and he hoped he should not 
be put upon an office of which the right was dis- 
jwted. He was ordered to withdraw, and soon 
idter called in, and told that the whole conrt wBfi 
very well satisfied of his capacity for the office he 
was chosen into ; and, as to the title, it was ima- 
nimously agreed by the whole court (the five 
aldermen of the faction bdng then present), none 
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dissenting, that he was dul^ elected, and must 
serve. ThCTeupon he submitted ; and, having en- 
tered into bonds with condition to be swoth into, 
and to execute, the office of sheriff, he was, for 
that time, dismissed. Apd, when the time came, 
he was solemnly sworn, and, passing the ftmns, 
was allowed at the Exchequer.* And the old 
sheriffs turned over the gaols to these new ones, 
m accustomed manner and form ; wisely deter- 
mining not to refuse that, for reasons already de- 
dared in the Examen. I might here mention an 
attempt of the faction, through Mr. Fairclough, 
to make Mr. North b — te himself, as they used 
to term it ; but it is particularly related in the 
Examen, so shall not make any repetition of it. ' 

Sir Robert During all these turbulences in the public, Mr. 

nies hid North did uot neglcct his main ; which was to 

S^a^ accomplish his match with the Lady Gunning. 

withbia Concenung whidi, I mu^ remember that, as soon 

* " The TJelence and injustice," mja Burnet, " with which 
this matter was managed, Bhowed that the court was resolved 
to carry the point at any rate; and this gave gi'eat occasions 
of jealousy that some wicked desiftn was on foot, for which it 
wasnecesgary,inthefirBtplaee, tobe sure of ^vonmble juries.*' 
(_Own Time, vol. ii. p. 317-) For a full account of these 
transactions, see the Examen, (p. 596, ei teq.J Etnd the Trial 
of Filkington and others for a riot (Howell » State TriaU, 
T(d. ix. p. 1870 See also the Life oj the Lord Keeper, 
vol. i. p. 355. et. teq. - 
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as.it was s^ously thought of, I took upon me to 
write to Sir Robert Cann, her &ther, with whom 
I was well acquainted, and proposed the match to 
him, setting forth Mr. North with all the ad- 
vantage I could. The old knight returned an 
answer, and, in it, an enorm demand, viz. that 
when Mr. North had purchased an estate, in land* 
of three or four thousand pounds a year (I know 
not which) whereby he might make settlements 
suitable to his daughter's fortune, he would hearken 
to my proposition ; but none, of less est^« in land, 
must pretend to her. This was cold water, and I 
desisted. But, when a good advance was made in 
the lady's favour, she adhering resolutely to have 
her Other's consent, without which she would 
never marry, Mr. North himself wrote to Sir Ro- 
bert, in general terms, for his consent upon making 
such settlements aa should be a proved. His an- 
swer was to the same effect, viz. that when he had 
produced his particulars, &c. Then Mr. North wrote 
again a proposition to settle twenty thousand 
pounds to purchase an estate, &c. The old man 
answered thus, " Sir, my answer to your first letter 
is an answer to your second. Your humble ser- 
vant, R. C." Mr. North returned, " Sir, I per- 
ceive you like neither me nor my business. Your 
hiunble servant, D. N." And there ended the 
correspondence with the father at that time. But, 
in the meantime, he had wrote to his daughteri 
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to ^ow her the piecqnce she was upon ; going to 
many a desperado, not worth a groat, and one 
that would certunly be hanged. 
'iiw match But the old man, at length, finding this would 
aad uiwD be a match, when the dust, raised bj party-work, 
lureiu^ ^^ w^U cleared off, fell in ; and, since he could 
Mmpiished. jjpj jjgyg jjjg -^JH jj, ^j^ person, he resolved to 
have it in the settlements. So, besides what Mr. 
North settled, he must turn over all his wife's for- 
tune, of all kind^ for ber separate dispose. This 
done, be consented ; and the match, with a verj 
honourable attendance, was solemniaed. But the 
lady, whose judgment and penetration was supe- 
^lior to most of her sex, took care, before she went 
to churcfa, to commit her separate maintenance to 
the flames, as being, for the most part, a make-bait, 
and never of use but in the cases of young folks, 
whose characters are not known. Any one that 
hath lived in the view of the worid, as sbe had 
done, might easily discern a good man from a bad 
one. The many marks of &mily, company, repu- 
* tation, successes, &c. seldom fail to indicate a 

man's moral character. It was almost impossible 
but this match must prove happy ; fw here were 
two persMis to be joined, that were wise and sin- 
cere, and who meant the same thing, that is, to 
make each other happy. I have heard Mr. North 
say, that he never feared an ill wife if the woman 
was wise ; for th^ she would go to ha interest ; 
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and he could make that so plain to her, as ^e 
could not mistake it. The only thing he feared in 
a match, was the being made infamous; which 
was in a woman's power to do ; and there were no 
means upon earth to prevent it. He had not 
heard, I suppose, what a gentleman said, who, on 
that account, bad parted with his wife. " It 's 
true," said he, " I was a cuckold ; but now I am 
none, for I have cut off my horns." 

But, to diow how this lady condescended toHbi^y'* 
(^ge her bu^mnd after she was married, I must ture. Ac- 
obaerve that, cmitrary to her nature and humour, rfgit ut 
which was to be retired, she kept him company ^"'*"'- 
in public at his feastings, sitting at the upper end 
of the table at those noisy and tastidious dinners. 
And it did not a little illustrate his happiness in 
the midst of these sbrieval troubles, when the 
titizens came, that a lady so beautiful and rich, 
with her belles airs, advanced, receiving and sa- 
hitisg so much company. Rut it was to continue 
only for one year ; so she endured it. The old 
knight, her father, came at last to be proud of his 
son ; for when the first visit was paid at Bristol, 
Mr. North, to humour the vanity of that city and 
peo{de, put himself in a splendid equipage. And 
the old man, in his own house, often said to bim, 
" Come, son, let us go out and shine,'' that is, 
walk about the streets with six footmen, in rich 
liveries attending. But when he found the sepa- 
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rate deed ^ven up, and the forniture she had 
there, packing away, he was enraged, and told . 
her she was cheated, &c. He made her so afraid 
of him that she durst not stay in his house with- 
out her husband, but chose to accompany him 
over sea to St. BreviU's, where her jointure lay, 
though sick to death (being breeding), rather 
than stand her father's discourse to her. But all 
was well at last ; as will be told afterwards. 
Applied to When all the forms of this shrieval instalment 
mmpJiea, werc over, Mr. North received the honour of 
'^' knighthood; which He would have declined, 

saving for two reasons ; one was, the usage of the 
city, which the magistrates are commonly de- 
lighted with, and pay willingly for that court-com- 
pliment ; and his not embracing it had been taken 
ill of him. The other reason was, that his wife 
m^ht not be styled the Lady Gunning ; which 
separation, even of names, he chose to avoid. 
But, as to honour and place, that which he had 
by birth, was superior. The great alteration 
visible in the faces of the citizens after this dec-' 
tion, has been taken notice of in the Examen. 
And, as the custom of feasting, lately Ifud aside, 
was now resumed, Mr. North took a great hall, 
that belonged to one of the companies, and kept 
his entertainments there. He had divers very 
considerable presents from friends and relations, 
be^des the compliments of the several compames 
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inviting themselves and wives to dinner, droppii^ 
their guineas, and taking apostle spoons in the 
room of them ; which, with what they ate and 
drank, and such as came in the shape of wives 
(for they often gratified a she-friend or relation 
with that {H<eferment), carried away, made hut an 
indifferent bargain. The Middle Templars (be- 
cause of his relation to the Lord Chief Justice 
North, who was of that society,) came with a 
compUment, and a purse of one hundred guineas, 
and were entertained. TTie mirth and rejoicing, 
that was in the city, as well at these feasts as at 
private entertainments, is scarce to be expressed. 
It was so great that those, who called themselves 
the sober party, were verj much scandalized at it; 
and lamented the debauchery that had such en- 
couragement in the city ; as is more particularly 
related in the Bxamen,* It is, however, certain 

* Examen, p. 6I7. " At all the Toryhealths, as they were 
called, the cry was reared of huzza, which, at these great 
and Bolemn feasts, made no little noise, and gave advantRge to 
the Whigs, that liked not such music, to charge the Tories with 
brutality and extravagance." I'he dissatislied temper of the 
dtisens had shown itself in their abstaining from their usual 
festiTities, which it was the object of Sir Dudley North to 
revive : — " all the feasting and common good-fellowship of the 
ne^^bourhood laid aside ; and in coffee-houses and corners 
of the streets continual debates about party making and party . 
working, and not seldom right down scolding and q^oarrel- 
Hng." iExamm, -p. m) 
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that Mr. North, who had a set of servants as good 
as he hoped ever to have, found that the loose 
living, during the shrievalty, had spoiled them 
all ; and he could not keep one of them after the 
year was ended. 
The (rou. I omit the share he had in composing the 
capital tumults ahout burning the Pope, because that is 



during the ali*t>dy accounted for in the Examen, and the 
J™"' Life of the Lord Keeper North. Neither is there 
occasion to say any thing of the rise and discovery 
of the Rye plot, for the same reason. Nor is my 
' subject much concerned with this latter, farther 
than that the conspirators had taken e^iecial care 
of Sir Dudley North. For he was one of those 
who, if they had succeeded, was to have been 
knocked on the head, and his skin to be stuffed, 
and hung up in Guildhall.* But, all that apart, 
he reckoned it a great unhappiness that so many 
trials for high treason, and executions, should 
happen in his year. However, in those affairs 
the sheriffs were passive ; for all returns of pan- 
nels, and other dispatches of the law, were issued 
and done by the under-officers ; which was a fair 

* It is singular, that the writn', vbo could deride the pre- 
posterous falsehoods of the Popish plots, ahonld give credit 
to the ridiculous report in the text ; wHtch is equal in abmir* 
dity tooneof Fitzharris'sTeTelationH^thatanaiiiber of mem- 
bers of Parliament were to be boiled alive bj the Papists, bo 
form an oil to anoint the &iture kings of England. 
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screen for them. Thej atteaded at the triab and 
execntioDs, to coerce the crowds, and keep order ; 
which was enough for them to do. I have heard 
Sir Dudley North say that, striking with his cane, 
he wondered to see what blows his countrymen 
would take upon their bare heads, and never look 
up at it. And indeed nothing can match the 
zeal of the common people to see executions. The 
worst grievance was the executioner coming to him 
for ord«^, touching the abscinded members, and to 
know where to dispose of them. Once, whUe he 
was abroad, a cart, with some c^ them, came into 
the courUyard of his house, and frighted his lady 
almost out of her ^ts. And she could never be 
recondled to the dog hangman's saying he came 
to speak with bis master. These are inconveni- 
ences that attend the stations of puUic magis- 
tracy, and are necessary to be borne with, as 
magistracy itself is necessary. I have now no 
more to say of any incidents during the shrievalty ; 
but that, at the year's end, he delivered up his 
cfaai^es to his successors in like manner as he had 
received them from his predecessor ; and, having 
reinstated his family, he lived well and easy at 
his own house, as he did before these disturbances 
put him out of order. 

The next public station he had, was that of<^ 
alderman of Basinghall, in which he lived. He aud acted' 
charter "^p 
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wis seized, he held on bj commission. This 
brought him into the Court of Aldermen, and 
gave him the authority of a justice of peace. 
That office fell out to be more than ordinary trou- 
blesome ; because, in the discovery of the Rye 
plot, it had appeiu-ed that the whole confederacy 
rested upon a conventicling foot. Whereupon 
the king did not intend that course of connivance, 
which had given them means of doing him so 
much hiut, should continue ; but ordered the 
ntpgistxates to do their duty, as the laws required. 
The informers had encouragement enough; for 
they had a third of the penalty paid as it was 
levied; and constables were allowed for thdr 
charges, or time spent, in making the levies :* 
and, since they were invited to the employment, 
there were enough to bring business of this kind 
to justices of peace, for the time it lasted, all over 
England ; es[)ecially in London. And of this he 
had a full share ; and as to the troubles, loss, and 
. scandal, that was intended to have been brought 
over him, and his family, for what he did in that 
capacity, another place will soon declare. 

Hli mild It is certain that he took very little pleasure in 

bchuioor 

ujuittce this office; fen*, whenever people came with busi- 

ptace. ness, and, as their way is, to wrangle and scold 

■ This passage throws a good deal of Itgbt upon the hifr- 
toiy of the Rye-house plotj and shown that the court bad been 
wcostomed to connive at the ctmspiracies fbnned against it 
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before him, he used to sit attentivelj (as they 
thought) observing them. When, in truth, he 
was watching for handles to get rid of them ; and 
if he found aaj, he was most rigorous in not ex- 
ceeding his authority, and made the best of his 
pretences to drive ' them all away. As, for in- 
stance : upon complaints for breaches of the 
peace ; if he found out that an action of trespass, 
or battery, lay, he sent them straight away to the 
law ; and he was far from being good to his clerk, 
by forward and frequent binding over. But yet, 
in cases that he thought belonged to his office to 
order in, he never formahzed, but determined as 
the law required. He used to say he did not 
understand, when business came properly before 
him, what choice he had, as some folks expected, 
to meddle, or let it alone. But he never went a 
hair's breadth out of the way, to trouble, or 
grieve, any body. 

But now, as to what he did in the conventi- Hi* de»il 
cUng business, I must crave leave to extend my tiding 
relation, beyond the two king's reigns, whom he 
served, into that of King William and Queen 
Mary, and even beyond the thread of his own 
nfe. For the same spirit, that gave him some 
trouble while he was alive, when he was gone, 
continued to trouble his widow and relations that 
be left behind him. But, to give the devil his 
due, it was not wholly a spirit of malice ^id 
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revenge, but of covetousnesa also ; and that, per^ 
haps, had the greatest share. When informations 
of conventicles came before him, he took th^ ex- 
uminations, and made the convictions as the law 
directs, and then gave out his warrants to the 
coQstahles to levy ; who, having raised the money, 
brought it to him, and he first set c^ the charges, 
and then gave one-third, of what remained, to 
the informer, and another to the constable to the 
use of the po>or, and the other third he kept in 
his hands to be answered to the king. And of all 
this proceeding he kept a waste-book referring to 
the informations on his file ; and, at fitting times, 
passed the sums into his journal and ledger, and, 
of all payments, kept special acquittances. 
Tbe project ' This trade lasted E^DOut nine months ; and then 
tkiing " abated ; and, at the death of King Charles tite 
""""'■ Second, wholly ceased ; and, at that time, there 
.rested about one hundred and fifty pounds in his 
hands, of what was due to. the crown. He was 
not aware of the common usage of the justices, to 
pay this money to the clerk of the peace at the 
ses^ons, and knew not well what to do with it. At 
length, being with my Lord Rochester (who then 
was at the head of the Treasury), and acquainting 
him with it, desired his directions what to do with 
the money. His lordship bade him pay it into the 
Exchequer, and strike a tally of discharge for it ; 
which he did ; and the tally expressed the nun, 
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and the times between which it was levied.. This 
was the best acquittance he could have had for it" 
After the Kevolution, the fanatics were rampant) 
and made a full account to meet with their old 
friends in the irregularities they expected to dis- 
cover to have passed in the proceedings. against 
them. Among other heads, this of cooventicling 
money, due to the crown, and sunk by the justices 
of the peace, was one. And making account also 
that, in the returns and entries of the clerks of the 
peace, they should find them all out, they searched 
all those, and comparing their own payments with 
the books of the clerks of the peace, it appeared 
that very great sums were wanting, and, as they 
concluded, were sunk in the hands of the justices. 
And, in sober earnest, as to some, the very truth 
was so; whereby those justices became obnoxious. 
After they had finished their catalogue and ex- 
tracts, wherein Sir Dudley North had the honour of 
a place for above one hundred pounds, they con- 
verted the whole to a project, and, taking in some 
courtiers for shares, got a grant of these monies ; 
and then set up an office for compositions. They 
sent to aU, that were, in their list, peccant, to 
come and compound, or they would be prosecuted 
in the Exchequer. And'of divers of these sinkers, 
or careless justices, that had never minded their 
charge, they got considerable sums of money. 

As for Sir Dudley North, they concluded they "^^ '^"'"^ 

•' . ^ ■ - brought to 

had him fast; and, besides the money matter, ■ htuiTie 
VOL. 111. K 
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isgrace the pret 
disioUted. honour ; for he was so thorough-stitcb as iaeter 
to have pEtid ip, to the clerk of the pebc^ oae 
single penny of all the great stuns levied 1^ 1^. 
Accordingly they s6nt to hkh to pay bo much, ot- 
he was to be prosecuted. He ' slightingly toM 
them he had paid all, and had a tally. They did not 
believe him, nor would they search to know if he 
tied, or not; but put him into their bill, and 
chained him ; but it was for a less time and sum 
than the tally expressed. Whether his short an- 
swer discounted them, or other icasons swayed 
them, I know not ; but I do not remember that 
he was served with any process to answer while 
he lived ; but, after bis death* they sent to bis 
widow to come to their office, and midce an end ; 
for else she would be prosecuted. They found 
out his surviving bfothers^ and advised them, out 
of Mendship to the widow, and to prevent farther 
chaige and damage> to make up the business. 
But they defied them, and declared they would 
justify their brother's behaviour against aU the 
wcwld. So, at length, a subpoena came, and the 
lady Was served. She had mustered up all hel: 
papers and accounts, and had her tally of dis- 
cbai^, and, by the advice of Mr. Ward (not then 
attorAey-getteral) answered ; and, the cause being 
heard whilst he was attorney-general and prose^ 
cutor, as to her, the Ull was disaiftissed. 
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There was someirhat TCry remarkable in the some note* 
|irosecDtion of this caioe; for although iSbr Dudley p^cu. 
North, in hia lifetime, and, after liis death, hb"*"' 
brotliers, uAd these agents of the payment and 
taUy ; yet they neither believed, nor searched to 
disjffore them. They acted as if they were loth 
to be convinced that their stroke at his honour 
must faii. Ward, that, as counsel, and upon view 
' of the tally, settled and signed the lady's answer, 
yet, as attOTney-general, prosecuted and brought 
her to hearing; the consequence of which was 
loss of costs : for those justices that were con- 
demned, paid to the king's costs ; but those that 
were acquitted, had none. At the hearing, those 
brothers attendii^ with the taUy, and to act the 
part of a firlend, Mr. Attorney was disturbed, and 
asked whafthey came for. One of the counsel at 
llie bar, thoo^ not in the cause, answered, " To 
idndicate their brother's honour." The tally was 
dirown upon the table, and the barons, each one 
after another, spectacled it over and over, and 
scarce believed their own eyes. But so it was ; 
and there this cause ended, verifying a great truth 
in Horat*, 

— ■ " Moras aheneus esto, 

NU oooscire sibi." 

t come now to the placing Sir Dudley North in caiied w 
the CustMn-house, as a commissioner for the ms- commiukm 
iti^ement of th*t revenue^ The Lord Rochesto- [^^ '^ 
k2 
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" was chief commissioner of the Treasury, and la- 
boured with all his might to make the utmost ad- 
vantage to the king of all the branches of his in- 
come. There was one Sir Nicholas Butler, then' 
the most active in that commission. He was a 
tall and bold man, well voiced, of ready utterance* 
and, in his discourse, persuasive, or. rather over- 
ruling. He was full of menace and terror to 
those that were his inferiors, /and who he thotight 
feared him; but most obsequious to superiors, and 
those who could oppose or control him. He was 
diligent, and, in acting, authoritative. He had 
good ruling methods, which made him, in the 
main, a good officer. And he had been better, 
but for what follows, viz. he was corrupt, and did 
more business clandestinely than aboveboard. He 
had used the commissioners like ^au-brethren, to 
execute what he had by himself contrived. His 
dictatorship was rampant in nothing more thanin 
the article of officers, and the placing, or : dispta- 
dng of them. And, however the collection leaned 
upon nothing more than this branch, yet he had 
no regard to merit, but to his creatures only ; and 
laboured to fill the managery with such men only, 
as should fall down before him, and worship him. 
Jn a word, he was the most active commissioner, 
but a tool of the popish interest ; and, as that 
brought him in, he courted it to continue. Aftex 
the demise <^ King Charles 'U., he turned states- 
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man, and, leather with the lord chancellor Jef- 
fries, the Lord Sunderland, and Father Peters, 
managed the r^ulation of corporations, in order 
to obtain a fiinatic parliament, or rather, as I 
brieve tbey Intended, none at all, and used those 
ways to make parliaments, in the air of which he 
knew that he and his co-operators could not. live, • 
impracticable. He was certainly a vile instru- 
ment in carrying things to such extremities as oc- 
casioned the Revolution ; and one may conclude 
designedly, if his h^ng let live afterwards in his 
bouse at Edmonton, obnoxious as he was, in full 
peace, without the least question or disturbance 
whatever, may be any ai^ument. How else could 
he have contrived any way to have saved his ba- 
con ? The Lord Rochester, however regardless of 
^r Dudley North, when formerly named to him, 
was now pleased to send for him, and let him 
know that it was hb majesty's pleasure he should 
be in the commission of the Customs. At that 
time we had a guess that he was picked out by 
King Charles II. himself, to be placed there, 
as the only man likely to poise Butler, who 
came in by the Duke of York ; and the king did 
not like him, but could not well displace him. 
SU" Dudley North was steady, clear, and resolved, 
and thereby fit to give check to the presumptuous 
ways of the other. 
, Having now added to hia revenue a pendoa of 
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Took a one thousand pounds a. year, and some preaente of 
but in a ' eatables, as Westphalia hams seized, splcec fin»n 
tad siwa- jj^^ jj^^ India Company, and the Uke, which 
came of course, he thought (as most men do that 
feel their fortunes rising) that he must live gtmier 
than he had done b^ore. The rather bepauae bis 
lady, though affecting retirement, jet, when she 
did appear, loved to have a parade about her ; and 
oft^i chiJding brought christenii^, which, in the 
dty. are usually t^brated with much com- 
pany and feas^ng. And she her^lf, being ^ 
'^lisUA lady, where eKce^ses of ^at kind ordina- 
rily iwevail, was de^rous n<A to fail c^ what was 
on such occasions elected. And he also, being a 
CjEMnmissjoner, and otherwise concerned willi the 
court, had occa^irai to entertain -great mep ; and 
in fhe house where he lived hfi was too strait, 
and w9Hi^ even the conveniences that belonged 
to a Turkey merchant. All which reas<»is, not 
without a q. s. of pride and vanity to season thd 
mesf, and not a little repented of .afterwards, i^ 
parted with his house in Basinghall-street, and 
took that great one behin4 Goldsmiths' Hall, built 
by Sir John Bludworth. He furnished it richly, 
especially one state- apartment of divers rooms in 
&l^. The wfide cost him at least four thousand 
pQUnd9> His repentance of this piece pf vanity 
came on ihe sooner because this house ^is situate 
ainong (he gt^dsnuths, -and other smoky trades, 
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that, for the convenience of the hall, are very thick 
planted thereabouts ; and their smoke tad dvst 
S^fid the air> and confounded all his good tiimi- 
ture. He hath in person laboured hard to caulk 
l^l the windows ; and all chinineTs, not used,, were 
k^ close sti^^Kd. But, notwithstanding all thi^ 
could be done to prevent it, the dust gathered 
thick upon every thing within doors ; for which 
reason, the rooms if ere often let stand without aaj 
fiin^ture at all. 

Being got into this great house, he was capable H<"r )>e 

«\. ., ,. ., ». . . ,. lired there, 

of ooiDg aU his mercantile affairs at home ; and he uideiijoxcd 
[M'oposed to live in exact order, and therdsy be ™ *' 
atAe to return civilities, and entertain his friends 
as became him. He made divers christening 
feasts, and iuvUed divers of the nobility, and others 
tiiat were his friends. He considered that he had 
not the skill to direct modish entertainments, 
which, being affected and ill performed, were as 
bad or worse than none. Therefore, in the person 
of a citizen and alderman of London, he affected 
the city forms, and hod his long tables covered 
plentifully, fvith the pacers and proclamations, 
f» 0ie way was at the city feasts. If these were 
not fight, the guests must blame antiquity, and as 
weU find fault with the shape of his gown. Ordi- 
narily he kept a very easy and plain table ; and, 
in evenings, made merry with his friends^ who wei;^ 
of the first quality and employments, that often 
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came and supped with him, TTie method which 
we of the fraternity used among ourselves, was to 
spend, at least, one night in the week with ^ 
Dudley North, which was Thursday, and with my 
Lord Chief Justice North on Sundays, till he had 
the great seal ; and then many more were added 
to his nights; and I, that was no housekeeper, 
became an ubiqu'itartan till his lordship's death ; 
and then Sunday nights fell to my share. Biit, 
our times coming to be known, friends would often 
fall in to find us altogether, and, by that means, 
spies also had too much opportunity to frequent 
us. Of which kind Mr. Henry Guy, secretary to 
the Treasury, that frequently and familiarly came 
to ray Lord Keeper North, was an egregious one. 
I once gave a slight entertainment to this Mr. Guy 
and his colleague Charles Duncomb, the Exche- 
quer banker. His lordship was then alive ; but 
only Sir Dudley North was with me. We thought 
these had been our good friends, as they had fu- 
riously professed ; but, in truth, being creatures of 
jay Lord Sunderland, who was then entering 
again at the back door- of the court, they came 
only to spy how his lordship (their grandee) was 
resented amongst us. So, without any provoca- 
tion, they fell to swearing what a divine man he 
was ; such a man, &c. And this so long that Sir 
Dudley North, to take them down a little, asked, 
but very inadvertently, "how he came to be 
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turned out of the court before." At that, they 
were hu^h. Tliey had what they came for, and 
said not a word more. But, from that time> the 
Lord Sunderland declared open war against the 
Lord Keeper North and all his dependents. So lit- 
tle safety there is in the conversation of courtiers. 
But thus we ourselves loved and lived in exquisite 
unanimity and harmony ; which was, upon earth, 
too much of hapjnness to have long continuance. 

Sir Robert Cann was chosen into the Westmins- sir Robert 
ter parliament in the time of King Charles II., ^^e""* 
when the anti-petitioners and abhorrers were''^""'- 
mortified. It was found afterwards that a re- 
bellion was then hatching ; and the instruments 
were every where active, and particularly in 
Bristol, where one Row, the sword-bearer, was as 
busy in mischief as the best ; and being accused 
in the Rye discovery, he took to his heels. About 
that time there was, in Bristol, a loyal party much 
superior to the faction ; and Sir Robert Cann was 
one of them. They all had found out that this 
Row was a rascal ; and though lie was their 
officer, yet they held hijn in utter detestation. 
But in order to lay hold on some persons, or pro- 
ceedings, in Bristol, on account of abhorring (the 
history of which is to be found in the Examen), the 
factious party caused this Row to be brought up 
to testify against some of his masters. Sir Robert 
Cann, ever passionate, violent, and hasty, was so 
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provoked at ^uch \us appearing, that, in the Pu*- 
liament-house, he swore "by G — d he was a 

d d n^e." For this swearing, he was sent t« 

the Tower, where (being a little too stiff to kneel) 
he lay till the parliament rose. After which, he 
pame out, and was entertained very civilly at his 
son's house: And then his note was altered. He 
could say nothing to bis daughter, but commenda- 
tions of her husband, and what a heavenly man 
she had got. 
sir BobeM But oow, to make an end of Sir Dudley North's 

CaoD con- « . ». • • 

ceraed In engagements on ficcount or his lather-m-Iaw ; X 
piDE at" Q^ust tell what happened in the Lord Chief Jus- 
B'*«'<^- tice Jeffries's vifdtation at Bristol After the re- 
beUion of Monmouth was quelled, this chief was 
sent down into the West with a commission of 
Oyer, &c. He had also a commission of war, which 
empowered him to command all the forces in the 
West.* How matters went at that liloody assizes, 
there fu% memorials enough to show. But so 
armed he went to Bristol ; and was there informed 
of an undue practice of the city justices, which 
was called kidnaping ; a full account of which is 
to be found in the Life of the Lord Keeper Guil- 
fordf It fell out that ^ Robert Cann, though 
- he sat as justice amongst them, never had any (^ 
these criminab, or any benefit by the proceeding. 

• Seethe ii/e of the Lord Keeper Guilford, voi ii. p. 124. 
t VoL ii. p. 94. 
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But Uie sitdng by, sUent, it seems, wm fault 
eDougfa. He ought to have opposed and pfffltra- 
dicted wbat was done ; and so probably he ba^* 
if he bad understood it. But Jeffries, having 
ranted his fill tbere, came up to Limdoa with his 
list of tddermen of Bristol to be prosecuted ; and 
his authority, as Lfvd Oiief Justice of the King's 
Bendi, made the business very terriUe to all that 
wexe concerned. Sir Robert Cann was one ; and 
eiqiecting littk less than lUiter niio, be came up 
to sfdicit his friends to prociire him some mitigar 
tion, and to appease the r^e of the Lord Chief 
Justice Jefiries. 

He came directly to his son's bouse ; and there ^' ''**^ 

' Cann clear- 

we consulted, and, upon the matter of singularity ed of tbe 
and non-corruption in his case, we comforted tbe ping^bnt 
ojd gentlenian, that was ready to die for fear ; j^^"!'" 
assuring him that, in the end, be could not be 
omvicted, because he did not expi-essly act. But 
that did not quiet bis mind. Somewhat must 
be done to soften the Lord Jeffries towards him. 
Th»«upon we resolved to go with him to his lord-f 
ship, and make the best weather we could ; which 
we did. And, it falling to my share to be the 
^wkeunan, I extenuated, the matter as it de- 
served, and be^ed his lordship's favour and ex-r 
cuse, 80 that Sir Robert might not be prosecuted. 
The Lord Jeffries stared upon us, and talked a 
gr«at deal of the enormity of the offence, and 
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what punishment it deserved for example's sake. 
At last he came round, and " For those two 
gentlemen's sakes," said he, " I pardon you for 
this time ; but go your way, and sin no more, 
Irat a worse thing come unto you." We conned 
our thanks, and came away with our Bristol 
knight a little better cheered. He passed about 
a fortnight with his daughter, continually .idol- 
izing her husband. But, although his fears of the 
law,' or rather- of my Lord Jeffries, were removedi 
yet his spirits were so roiled with this expedition, 
that he never heartily enjoyed himself after. We 
observed, and wondered ,at, the alteration of his 
diet. His custom was to drink sherry, morning, 
noon, and night ; but now he took a fancy to his 
son's small beer, of which he drank exti-avagantly, 
and drank little or no wine; and wonderfiilly 
pleased he was with his new diet, and was much 
concerned he had not found it out before ; for he 
had scarce drunk a drop in seven years. But 
Natiu% would not long bear so great a change, 
especially in the declining way ; whereupon, soon 
after his return to Bristol, he died. He was nei- 
ther very old, nor valetudinary ; and, as he had 
lived in splendour and authority at home, he 
might have continued so for many years. But 
journeys, troubles, and perplexities, are not a good 
regimen for an old gentleman of that condition. 
We must now take our way by the Custom- 
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house, and observe the conduct of our conuniS' '"•l* Cn*- 

tomi Jolt 

sioner there. He was entirely satisfied with the to the f^ 
employment, because all the business of it, trade, 
and inspection of men in their dealing, whether 
clear or reserved, sincere or fraudulent, and all 
the . concerns of navigation and commerce, with 
the arts and subterfuges relating thereunto, were 
familiar to him ; and all the dispositions, and 
methods of proceeding in great manageries, with 
the strict accounts that belonged to them, and the 
surest means to obviate frauds, were in the calen- 
dar of his day-labour, and practised accordingly 
for many years. So that he never was at a non- 
plus, but readily saw bis way through the most 
intricate meanders of Custom-house business. He 
attended constantly, was just and equal to both 
merchants and officers. He encouraged fair 
traders ; which was best done by sitting, as he 
did, hard upon the skirts of smu^lers. For, if 
custom be paid by some, and not by others, it 
-follows that, by their selhng cheaper, the former 
are undone. By his adherence to this, and other 
approvable methods, he acquired a great authority 
and reputation in that province. 

But I must observe withal, that, tMrether with 8'»iw'eni 

" combliK to 

all this, he was not free from clamour ; for, how- accuw hiiu. 
ever the fair merchants were satisfied, the foul 
ones joined in a common cry against him ; and 
no wonder, when he was to them a rock of 
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ofPeiKe, and to the revenue, a screen againBt tbd^ 
jEVauds. It is their constant practice to more every 
stone, to get rid of a good officer, whom no inists 
~ trill blind, nor corruption infect. Such an one is a 
common nuisance ; and if calumnies, lies, or any 
indirect means, will confound him, they have A 
magazine that wilt hold out. And, in that ^e, 
when parties raged, he being eminent on the one 
side, the smu^lers took into' the other, and talked 
of nothing but ill^alities' and oppressions*' eA- 
deavouring, among the anti-^ourt party in the 
city, to make him thought the veriest tyrant upon 
earth, and no better than a Turkish basha ; and 
how far they went towards it, shall be touched. 
In the mean time it was manifest, that all those 
who appeared publicly to charge him, were the 
most notorious thieves of Custom in the whtde 
city; and very few of the feir traders, and those 
upon account of factious spleen only, joined with 
them. 
A commii- He was author of divers new artifices to ob- 
Bpect tbo viate fivuds, and joined willingly in others that 
t\^^1' tended to the same end, whoever propped tlieni. 
"""3- It may be expected, that I should produce some 
instances of these, because they were distinguish- 
ing, and would tend to the justification of bis 
management. But, however, at the time, I wbs 
well enough possessed of divers of them, I cannot 
now trust my memory ; nor have I accesa to pub- 
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lie memoriidi, or other means to recoUeet ti^m ; 
but, that they were considenaiUe, what follows 
may evince. After the Revoltition» when all Im 
enemies thought themselves favourites, and had 
full liberty to bring forward all matters of com- 
plaint they thought would reflect upon, or any- 
way hurt, him ; the horrid abuses in the menage^ 
ment of the Customs was one topic exaggenri%d» 
in order to fell heavy upon Sr Dudley Nwth. 
And, all that while, Sir Nicholas Butler rested in 
peace. This went so far, as to be cMried into the 
House of Commons ; and there a committee was 
^pointed to examine and report these abuses. A 
new set of commissioners, at that time, had been 
put iuto the Customs, who were raw, and, what- 
ever they thought of themselves, knew very little 
of their work. These had the pre-eminence at 
the committee ; they sat often, and made a great 
noise with their examinations ; during which 
time Sir Dudley North did not come near them, 
nor scarce a^ed what they did. At last they 
made two ^eat discoveries ; one was, that tiiey 
knew but little of tJie business they had taken in 
hand, and could scarce come up to an uuderetanil- 
ing <rf what the merchants discoursed about the 
Custom-house afiiun. For that collection is m 
TAst, multitudinous, mysterious, and, by varkus 
Utws, per^dexed, tliat, bffof a pfofestios, it inquires 
tiie lile t^ a man to hk ttittKetr of it. t have heard 
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Sir Dudley North say, that tiie revenue of the 
Customs was made up of little particulars ; and 
that a n^lect of the least thing is an immense 
loss. What is to be said then, if ignorance. 
Detect, or perhaps knavery, runs through the 
whole ? The public feels, though it knows not, 
the consequence. But the other great discovery 
was, that all those regulations, compl^ned of, 
were both legal, and reasonable to be (as by even 
themselves they were) continued; and by the 
same degrees as light, concerning those affairs, 
came into their eyes, they discerned the prudence 
of the. former commissioners. And so all thu 
bustle, which was carried on with threats, and 
other tokens of ill-will, to Sr Dudley North, went 
. off' without any other effect than his justification. 
This was the first stroke his good friends, the 
fanatics, after the Revolution, made at him. But 
others were intended, and, in their time, furi- 
ously prosecuted as far as they would go. Where- 
of some, however roundly contrived, dropped 
short ; as, in the sequel, will be declared. 
oftheDom- Of all his colleagues in this commission, none 

tnisaioQeri, 

and his acted with so much vigour as Sir Nicholas Butler. 

^^tHii!*^ The next best of them was one Mr. Dickenson, 
who, as I remember, was a .commissioner. Sir 
John W^i^en was so far from acting, that he did 
not pretend to understand .what passed at that 
board. He often leaned to ■ Sir Dudley North, 
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and said he did not oppose what was determined, 
but desired to be made understand it ; and there- 
upon, in a few words, he struck him a light. 
The advantage Sir Dudley North had by this 
' gentlemaa's .company, was the learning of him a 
Ijttle a)gd>ra, at which he was a doctor. So, at 
times, when they had leisure, they two were busy 
at plus and minus, convolution and evolution ; and 
Sir Dudley was extremely pleased with this new 
kind of arithmetic, which he bad never heard of 
before. 

But, in this Custom-house employ, one (rreat ineioraWe 

^ ■' * In cBsea of 

concern was, to comport with Sir Nicholas Butler, fraud, 
whom he knew to be so well sustained, that to 
break with him, was to break the. commission. 
Therefore, although far from joining in all mea- 
sures with him, yet, if he brought the superior 
authority over the commission, they must all rest 
satisfied. He did all the service he might, and 
then, thought himself absolved. It was no small 
difference in their several methods of proceeding, 
that, if Butler put in an officer (for the commis- 
sioners .took that in turns), and he were found 
faidty, Bytler supported him, and contrived, by all 
the ways he could, to fetch him off. But, if Sir 
Dudley North put in one who proved peccant,' he 
him)self was the first and fiercest to expose and- 
drive him away. In those cases, Sir Nicholas 
Butler always sided for Sir Dudley North's man, 
VOL. III. L 
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endeavouring, all he could, to bring him ofF, expect- 
ing (as was to be supposed) that he should make a 
kind return, in fetching Butler's men off. But Sir 
Dudley North was far from that practice; and none 
so herce and inexorable as he was, even against 
the very men that he himself had recommended ; 
nor would he pass by a fraud in any man. And^. 
some pretending to him that there needed not so 
much ado about small matters, he said, " So much 
the more, because the revenue (as I s^d) was 
made up of small things swept together ; and, if 
not strictly conserved, the whole, like sand, would 
slip through their fingers." 



from the 

ttm^t- ries, they thought fit to make, touching the in- 
come of the Customs. There was, first, my Lord 
Rochester, a diligent person, and dissatisfied if 
every thing did not succeed as he expected. 
Then, certain of the Treasury officers, Mr.Lownds 
principally, collected the totak of the Inanches ; 
by which it appeared, that some &iled more than . 
others; and divers queries they made. The 
Lord Rochester sent for the commissioners, and 
as from himself, gave them those p^)er8, requiring 
their answer : for, if there was not an apparent 
reason why this, or that, brandi fell short, he 
must take it to have proceeded from some ill 
management ; and, if he had not immediate an- 
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swers, he was apt to exceed in his expostulations 
with them thereupon. Sir Dudley North desired 
they might have time to look back, and compare 
years, and he doubted not but to give his lordship 
satisfaction. The scrutinies, to be made on these 
occasions, were so voluminous and intricate, that 
no other commissioner would attempt any thing 
towards them ; but the whole fell to the share of 
Sir Dudley North. He caused all the accounts of 
the Custom-house, that he thought useful, to be 
brought to his house; and there, in a tabular 
way, he stated all the branches, in the severe 
years, as far bade aa he thoiight would be need- 
ful ; and, in that manner, he brought the whole 
state of the revenue of the Customs into a syn- 
opsis, upon the inspection of which he could 
argue and infer ; and so he made clear answers to 
their queries ; viz, that some were mistaken, others 
impertinent; some trades had found new chan- 
nels ; prohibitions, or high duties, affected others. 
If some failed, others augmented ; for such con- 
cerns pelrpetually vary. And these answers he 
returned in writing to my Lord Rochester. It was 
thought there was some underhand dealing, to 
puzzle the commission, in order to have a cdour 
to make alterations : for, if the revenue fell short, 
and they could not teli why, it was a sign they 
were ill man^jCTS ; and better must be found out. 
But, when such an intelligence appeared from the . 
I. 2 
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board, as those men were not able to cope witb. 
(for, in truth, no man in England was a better 
artist, at voluminous accounts, than Sir Dudley 
North,) they were troubled with no more enigmas 
from the Treasury. 
jj While he served in this post, divers emei^ents 
gave the King, Chtu'les II., a good opinion 
of his great ability, as well as int^rity. One 
was a feud at court, struck between the Lc^ 
Halifax (Savile), that was then lord privy seal, 
and the Lord Rochester, first commissioner of 
the Treasury. There was a contract made with 
Dashwood, and others, for a farm of the revenues 
of excise and hearth money. The contractors made 
a great advance, and were to keep books, which 
were to be for the king's use ; because they had 
pretended to serve, by showing, first, that they 
dealt &irly ; and, secondly, how the revemie 
might be improved. Pending this farm, the Lord 
Hali&x had been informed that my Lord Rochester 
was imposed upon*, and that the farmers had an 
immense profit, and his majesty as great a loss. 
And this he declared to the king ;' and that the 
farmers ought to be exchequered ; and their farm, 
as a deceit of the king, laid aside ; and they, as 

. * According to Bumet, (Own Time, vol- ii. p. 920) Hali- 
bx EiccuBed Rocheater of bribery in tliia txaDBaction. See also 
Reretbj/'t Memoirs, p. 150, and the Life of the Lord Keeper, 
y^ii. p. 104. 
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managers, to become accountants, and, having 
allowance for their pains and charges, the suridiis 
to be answered to the king. The Lord Rochester 
fired at this ; for, however the matter was worded, 
he took it as an imputation of corruption in him ; 
the same as saying be had been bribed to give the 
formers a pennyworth. And no resentments could 
be carried higher than, upon this occasion, bis 
were. He would neither see, hear, nor endure 
apy thing,' or. person, that was not clear on his 
side. 

■ The farmers thought their copyhold touched; The far- 
and they affirmed strong, that their bargain was to hare ta. 
hard ; the Lord Rochester had overreached thera ; ^„t'^^ 
and that they had their books to demonstrate all 
they said to be true. But the Lord Halifax was 
as hot and touchy as the other lord, and conti- 
nually urged the king to cause an examination to 
be had. And, at that time of day, his majesty 
could not, as formerly, afford to be cheated 
by wholesale. At length, the farmers were or- 
dered to lay their books before Auditor Aldworth, 
who was commanded to inspect them, and give an 
account of the profit and loss of the farm. He 
answered nothing but doubts, and was very shy 
of saying any thing at all. Then the king com- 
manded the books to be carried to Sir Dudley. 
North, and that the auditor shoidd attend him, 
and his majesty would hear what- he ^d. This 
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was done ; and Sir Dudley North observed, th^ 
when he touched upon any thing that was ob- 
scure, the auditor hummed and hawed, as if he 
had lost his utterance. This made him suspect 
some grand disguise in the accounts; and, at 
last, he found clearly that a whole column of 
6gures was falsified, and that, in carrying on the 
books, that column was a blank, and left to be 
filled up, as there sboidd be occasion ; and that 
the writing the figures was plainly postnate, and 
done since the question, to cover the profit of the 
farm. The king was told of this, and would not 
believe it, till Sir Dudley North himself came ; 
and, having the books before the king, by tokens 
which could not be contradicted, showed that it 
was so. Whereupon the king determined to dis- 
solve the farm, and turn if into a management ; 
and process was to go on in the Exchequer for it. 
But, before any great advance was made (for 
great persons and great things move slow), the 
king died, which ended all that affair. 
The Lord j j^^jj qq); cert^n whether my Lord Rochester 
reaenwd was then in the commission of the Treasury, or 

(his disco- 
very, not; but rather think that Sidney (since Lord) 

Godolphin* was then first commissioner, and the 

Lord Rochester secretary. But that matter is 

not in my design ; nor is it to the purpose, to any 

• See the Life i^the Lord Keeper, toL ii. p. 5a 
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matter here related, to recollect. It was not be- 
lieved that, in granting this farm, he was corrupt ; 
but that he was imposed upon by the subtle for- 
mers, who cast mists before his eyes, and, by such 
a fair proposal, as that of the books was, while 
they craftily concealed this piece of art (by a blank 
column) made him believe that they could not be 
so brazen as to prove themselves, by their own 
books, to have been false to him and the king, as 
was concluded when the immense gains, they must 
have thereby, appeared. But, fur all that, hia 
lordship flamed, nevertheless, as if he bad been 
chai^d with all the corruption and treachery in 
the world ; and never after heartily forgave the 
Lord Keeper North, who, he supposed, must say 
swnewhat of this discovery to the king, nor Sir 
Dudley North ; though, afterwards, in the next 
Vdgn, he held fair with, and served himself of, 
them both, but without a grain of real friendship. 
It is the nature of courts to make religion of com- 
binations ; and, without regard to- duty towards 
BUperioTB, the words for and against only take 
place, and govern the extremes of rage or of 
friendship, ruin or favour. 

There was an incident which concerned theOtthein- 

_, , , , , . , . terdicting 

Turkey trade, or rather trade in general, which trade with 
conduced to give the king a good opinion of ^r ^ 
Dudley North ; and that was his conduct, in re- 
gard to the scheme of interdicting trade with the 
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Turks : the history of which, with the treacherous 
design of those that proposed it, is fully set forth 
in the Examen ;* so I shall make short of it here.. 
and confine myself to the part our merchant acted 
therein. When his own reasoning, and that of 
divers other merchants, against this mad proposi- 
tion, was not regarded, and there was an ambassa- 
dor upon the point of going out, and letters were to 
be wrote, it was not known but some mad thing 
Or other might be done. To prevent all that at 
once, Sir Dudley North acquainted his brothw; 
the privy counsellor, with this desperate design, 
• and wished him to take care, in time, to pre- 

vent it. : 

The maiter jjy Lord Keeper North was sensible of more 

Bet r^ht at . ■' * 

court, by than was obvious, even to the community of the 

arDndler , , , „ , ,. , 

North's merchants themselves; of whom many did not 
suspect a factious design. He went to the king* 
and, as from his brother, unfolded this machina- 
tion against him ; and the king brought it to the 
council ; whereupon the Turkey Company were 
sent for, and ordered to rescind all they had done : 
and they went to their court, and did accordingly ; 
as is more fully related in the Examen.f But 
of this passage no memorial, in our ordinary no- 
tices, remains ; for it was the method of the fac- 
tion, when any of their attempts miscarried, to 

* Examen, p. 462 et seq. t Examen, p. 464. 
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hush them up, so that nothing of them may appear 
in history. 

The merchants, at this court of theirs, spent a His anmer 
great many words reflecting on false brethren, key cmm' 
that discoTered the orders of their court, that, till 
notified abroad by order of the Company, ought 
to be private. Sir Dudley North knew they point- 
ed at him, and stood up, and said that, "If any 
Rian there, that owned himself an Englishman', and 
either would be passive and silent, while the in- 
terests of his country were going to wreck, or, 
being summoned to attend his majesty, not answer 
truly to what was demanded of him, he would reply, 
that man was both a fool and a knave. There- 
fore, if any shame came to them, they may thank 
their own bad orders, and let those alone who 
sought to prevent the ruinous effects of them." 
This bluster showed, that he was too big to be 
played upon amongst them ; and so all passed 
away in oblivion. — A third incident, which 
strangely reconciled him to the king's good opi- 
nion, was his foretelling tlie late descent of the 
Turks upon Germany : but, as the particulars of 
it are already set down in the Examea, I shall 
make no mention of it here. 

But these, and other observations, which thePi«*din 
king had made of Sir Dudley North's capacity for mirakm of 
business, inclined his majesty to call him up from ^7^^' 
the Customs to the Treasury. So he was put into 
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that commission, with a salary of one thousand 
six hundred pounds a year, with the addition of 
what he esteemed as much as the increase of 
salary ; which was the enlargement of his time ; 
for now he had a great share to himself: whereas, 
in the Custom-house, the attendance was daily ; 
and no school-hoys ever made more account of 
holidays than they did. And, moreover, what with 
projects, estimates, pennings, and other nice em- 
ployments, as orders of the Treasury, which came 
down to them to dispatch, not to mention the 
many extraordinary attendances, they could scarce 
call the afternoons their own. And the business 
itself did not lie so hard upon him as at the Cus- - 
torn-house ; for the chief in the Treasury com- 
monly takes all upon him ; but here he was al- 
most the only workman in the commission ; for 
Butler could talk enough, but had no pen ; and 
the rest, for the most part, were, as the won- 
derful way is, knights and squires put in for 
favour. 
The navy Sir Dudley North had not been long enou^ in 

animmeiise . , ....,« , . \ 

eK|>eiiae to Gommissiou to be signalized for any thing, that 
Lue.™*^^ could fall to his share to act in the Treasury, be- 
fore the fatal demise of his majesty. He had an 
opportunity to show his knowledge in the marine, 
by informing the board touching the abuses in the 
management of the royal navy, and the miiltitu- 
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dinous fraud that corroded there.* It was usuat 
for the commissioners of the navj^ to come to the 
Treasury board, and demand supplies of money to 
be impressed for the use of the navy. While Sir 
Dudley North was at the board, the navy-men 
came on their usual errand, and the lords thought 
fit to demand of them, how that money had been 
applied, which was impressed the last month. 
The commissioners of the navy answered, that 
they were accountable to the admiralty, and not 
to their lordships ; and all, that they had to do 
at that board, was to inform when money was 
wanted, which their lordships might supply, or 
not, as they thought best for the service of his 
majesty and the nation. But, if the navy was 
not supplied, whereby the service failed, it must 
lie at their lordships, and not at their doors : and, 
in this way, they persisted. TTie lords were very 
angry with them ; for, in strictness, grant them 
accountable to the admiralty, yet they might be so 
civil as to let the Treasury know how the imprests 
had been applied ; whereby their lordships might 
be, in some measure, satisfied that their demands 
were not exorbitant ; and they were told plainly 
they must soon expect orders from his majesty, 
who should be informed of their behaviour, and 

• See the account of the frauds in the navy and stores, 
said to be taken from a MS. of the Lord Keeper Guilford. 
{DalTympU't Appendix, p. 89.) 
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that it should be no more in their power to dispute 
the demands of the Treasury. I have heard Sir 
Dudley North say, that, if some potent check were 
not had over that managery, it would soon de- 
generate into an insupportable pack of confederate 
knaves : and that, at present, it had no bottom, 
nor was it easy to have any account of their con- 
duct ; for they stuck tt^ther as men in a vessel, 
that were to sink or swim all at once. And, if 
money were blindly supplied, as fast as they 
would call for it, the revenue of the nation would 
be too little to answer them ; and yet no more 
business should be done, than they should think 
fit. And he verily believed that, if any man had 
an ascendant, and power to correct them, if other- 
wise they could not get rid of him, they would 
knock his brwns out. 
*?**^^ This, and divers other good works, in the way 
pointed by of reforming the methods of dispensing the king's 
deatii. revenue, had been done, if his m^esty's demise 
had not prevented. It was not long before that 
dismal loss, that the king came into the Treasury 
chamber, to settle maintenances for his children, 
whom, as he told his commissioners, my Lord 
Shaftesbury had declared he expected to see run- 
ning about the streets like Mnk-boys. And he, 
having a mind to finish his new house at Win- 
chester in a short time, thinking that air to be 
better for his health than Windsor was, caused 
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Sir Christopher Wren, the surveyor-^neral of his 
bmldings, to attend, and pressed him to say how 
soon it might be done. He answered, " In two 
years.'' The king ui^ed him to say if it might 
not possibly be done in one year. " Yes," said 
the surveyor-^neral, " but not so well, nor with- 
out . great confusion, charge, and inconvenience ;" 
and however diligent they were, he feared disap- 
pointments would liappen. " Well," said the 
king, " if it be possible to be done in one year, I 
^rill have it so ; for a year is a great deal in my 
life." By such passages as these, one would think 
men had presages of their latter end ; at least by 
this, that his majesty had ; for he lived not many 
weeks aft«-. And what else should make him so 
solicitous for time and posterity ? 
■ Then came the fatal crisis of the king's death; .^■'*"'"» 

" II. pro- 

of which, and of the inexpressible sorrow, that claimed. 

appeared in all men's countenances, throughout 

the whole city, which was as a family that had 

lost a common parent, I shall say nothing here, 

having already related the particulars of it in the 

Kxamen.* After it was too sure, the great 

officers under the crown assembled, and took 

order for the requisites. Of which the first was 

to proclaim the successor (before Duke of York, 

* Examen, p. 647> where North says that, on this occasion, 
" it was not obrious to observe a person walking in the 
street with dry eyes." 
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now) King of England, hy the name of Jtunes 
II. Sir Dudley North and -myself, on that 
occasion, having nothing to do as actors, went 
about, from one place to another, as spectators. 
When all things were ready for the proclamation, 
at Whitehall Gate, we went up the banqueting- 
house stairs, and got out upon the leads, and 
there, lying along upon the coping of the balus- 
ters, we heard the proclamation read, and were 
the first that waved our hats, and reared the cry. 
But whether we were so much observed below, as 
we fancied, I kpow not. 
Lord Ro- Then came out the proclamation, that ail roa- 

chester, 

LordTrea- gistratcs and officers should continue in their 
Dudi^ places and functions, as formerly they held, tU) 
a^a!^ other provision were made. Consequently Sal 
cams ag^n. Dudley North, being a commissioner of the Trea- 
sury, met with the rest for form. But they 
passed their time in easy discourse, and did no 
business ; for it was little less than declared that 
the Treasury white staff would be, as accordin^y- 
it soon was, put into the hands of the Lord 
Rochester. Thereupon Sir "Dudley N(Hlh was 
dropped, and, with the dissolution of that commis- 
sion, fell firom all public employment. But as it 
was not in his nature to be idle, or to live without 
design, so now, being master of his time, he fell 
in amain upon the Turkey trade ; for which Ins 
house had exquisite accommodations. He bought 
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Up a great deal of cloth, and had rollers, and 
other conveniences for viewing it, put up ; and 
very busy he was. But the court wanted such an 
officer, and soon put him by his trading ; for my 
Lord Rochester, then treasurer, sent for him, and 
told him he must go into the commission of the 
Customs. He took time to advise, and deliberated 
with himself and his friends, whether, having been 
last in the Treasury, he should now go less. But, 
upon mature consideration, and conference with 
his friends, he determined not to reiuse. He re- 
puted that scruple a ceremonious vanity ; that, in 
the Custom-house, he was at home, and the bust- 
ness familiar, and so far easy ; and thereupon he 
undertook that commission once more. This in- 
stance, and that of his brother, the Lord Keeper 
North, have given me occasion to reflect upon the 
different cases of men in preferments, and how 
Touch better it is to rise upon account of merit, 
than by mere favour ; for it gives a man full 
power to be just and upright. Want of merit 
must be supplied by flattery, compositions, or 
prostitution. When men are chosen, not for 
good to themselves, but for the good of those that 
dioose them, they have a very good interest, as it 
is called, and not easily shaken. 
, Sir Dudley North being again settled in the ci 
ccanmission of the Customs, fmd a parliament being m 
called by his then majesty King James 11., it 
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and mtaag- was thought fit he should be chosen to sit in the 
nue Dutt«n House of CoiTimotis. And however, as a com- 
missioner of the Customs, he might have been 
chosen at some one of the out-ports, yet, to make 
room for another of the king's friends, he chose 
to serve for the corporation of Banbury, where, 
on account of the young Lord Guilford's trust, he 
had a sure interest. And I have to observe of 
his behaviour, the very first session of this parlia- 
ment, what is more than one would expect. For 
although he was bred in business abroad, and had 
little experience in the affairs of England, and in 
parliament none at all, yet he took the place of 
manager for the crown, in all matters of revenue 
stirring in the House of Commons ; and what he 
undertook, he carried through, against all oppo- 
sition, with as much assurance and dexterity as 
if he had been an old battered pariiameht-man. 
That a supply, or aid, be given to the crown by 
the Commons, at the entrance of a reign, is com- 
' monly expected. So far was agreed on by most ; 
but it was not thought fit to overdo in giving 
an increase of revenue, for. fear ill use might be 
made of it for Popish designs ; which jealousy 
^ created abundance of diffictdties. There were 
not a few that were against all supply till satis- 
faction about the dispensing power, and better 
security was given for the due execution of the 
test and penal laws. So that all supply whirtever 
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went much against the grain ; and all obstruc- 
tions, that could be thought of, were injected to 
hinder it 

On the other side, the court made no extra- Pnq»o»M 
vagant demand, and seemed desirous that whatomogu' 
was given, might be as light and easy to the people ^. 
as was possible. Divers proposals were made, some 
for a land-tax, on purpose that the duty might be 
unpopular ; some for a tax upon new buildings ; 
and others had their projects, which they had 
little reason for, but only in reserve that they 
were like to come to nothing. Sir Dudley North 
took a strict account of all the commodities in 
trade, from the Custom-house books, and consi- 
dered which would best bear a farther imposition : 
for if commodities are over-rated, it amounts to a 
prohibition. At last, he thought 6t to propose a 
tax of one farthing upon sugars, and one half- 
penny upon tobacco imported, to lie upon the 
English consumption only, and not upon the ex- 
port ; and this, as he estimated, would yield the 
sum expected ; and would scarce be any burthen 
sensible to the people. In short, this tax was ap- 
proved, and voted at the committee, and a bill 
directed, which was drawn up, and brought in *. ' 

It came not thus far without much opposition t^ grtat 

OppOlitioB 

and contention ; and Sir Dudley North was forced eb»ax 
to stand the attacks of a numerous and valuable '" 
" See the Life of the Lord Keeper, vol. ii. p. !22. ' 
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warty in the house ; some suspecting his integrity, 
and others his understanding; but he atenuned 
them all. After the bill was brought in and 
read, and copies went abroad, whereby the in- . 
vention was known, there was a general muster 
of noises and clamour, from all parts of the town, 
not only of merchants importers, but of consump- 
ttoners, retailers, &c. raised up against it, as if the 
utter ruin of all the plantations was to follow ; qnd 
all trading from thence, and all dealing whatever 
in those commodities, were aD to be confounded 
at one single stroke. One that lived in that, and 
in this age, must wonder that, in matter of tax- 
ing, the one should strain at a gnat, and the other 
swallow camels. The pretence of tiie tradesmen 
was, that, in the end, it would be found to fall 
upon the plantation trade, and to tax the exp(n:t, 
as well as the home consumption. For although 
it was pretended that all goods exported, being 
unaltered, should take back the custom of so 
much, the practice would be so puzzling and 
troublesome at the Custom-house, that men would 
rather quit, than lose their time dbout it: and 
then, a rise of the commodity at Itome would 
lessen the trade, so as it would not be worth th«r 
while to deal in it ; whereby the plantations must 
sink. And a parcel of grocers, sugar-bakers, and 
tobacconists, also came to my lord treasurer, and 
declared to him positively, that, if that bill passed. 
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tiiej -would trade in these gocMis no longer. This 
startled his lordship ; and he ordered them to at- 
tend the next day, iatending that Sir Dudley 
North shoidd be psesent; and he was sent to 
aecordifagly. 

At the time there eaine a great muster of the "^^ trade*- 
tradesmen ; and divers of them talked one after fbuuded. 
QDOther, and all concluded it to be their common 
resolution, if that toll passed, to trade in sugars - 
and tobacco no more. Sir Dudley North stared 
at them,, and admired their impudence in lying 
90 brazenly. At last, my Icffd treasurer s^d, 
" Sir Dudley North, what say you to this?" 
" My lord," said he, " I desire only to ask them a 
question." Then, turning to. the chief of them, 
'* Sir," said he, " if one comes to your shop to 
buy sugar, will you sell any ?" The grocers, on 
a sudden, answered " Yes." " Then," said Sir 
Dudley North, " if you will sell, 1 'm sure you 11 
buy ;" and fell a laughing. Then again he asked 
them, whether, if they could get money by trading, 
they woidd not trade ? To which they could not 
tdi what to say. These stabs made them look 
woodenly upon one another; and the ferment 
seemed to be laid. They did not expect the ques- 
tions, and could not on the sudden qualify their 
fuuwers, and so were caught. My lord treasurer 
was satisfied they were a parcel of party knaves 
that came . to hinder the king's business ; so the 
M 2 :. 
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bill, which had like to have been ^ven up, was 
determined to go on. 
■ni bui, In the passing this bill, the work lay wholly 
ado, pau- upon Sir Dudley North, to satisfy the house, as 
'^' he did, by unfolding the nature of the tax, de- 

claring his estimates, and making the consequent 
practice at the Custom-house understood. And , 
at the committee, when the bill was gone over, 
paragraph by paragraph, he sat by the table, with 
the draught and a pen in hia hand, dictating 
amendments in numerous instances ; and 'divers 
of the old members were diverted by seeing a 
fresh' man, and half foreigner, act his part in par- 
liament so well. And his schemes being well 
judged, and built upon truths well known to him, 
he maintaining his character, as to candour and 
sincerity, to a scruple, he had confidence, ^d 
stood buff against all the reflections made at him ; 
and, at times, refelled them. And, as he passed to 
and fro, he was spoke to, and heard others speak- 
ing, in a clamorous way, as if they were not satis- 
fied of his allegations. This made him in public, 
as well as private discoiu-se, make bis defiance 
against any that should show, by the Custom- 
house books, which any one might inspect, ' or 
otherwise, that he had prevaricated in any punc- 
tilio, or misrepresented any facts to the house. 
So, through much contentioo and opposition, the 
bill passed. 
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Having mentioned the difficulties that were Advi»M the 

method of 

pretended necessarily to have lallen out, in theaccomii, 
execution of this act, by a drawback upon the ^^ ^ ' 
export, I shall here remember what happened asT*^' 
to that. The commissioDers met to consult in 
what method they should dispose their accounts, 
so as to have them ready at all times, in order to 
adjust the sums to be paid at shipping off any of 
those goods. The comptroller of the accounts 
was at a loss. But Mr. Dickenson, at that time 
a commissioner, and thought to understand the 
practice of the Custom-house as well as any that 
belonged to it, proposed a sort of post-book to be 
kept, in which the merchants should have their 
accounts ; and all the duty of goods imported, 
should stand in their debt (for the act gave time 
for payment) and the duty of goods exported, to 
their credit ; so it would be readily known what 
the merchant owed, or was due to him. But Sir 
Dudley North was utterly against this method; 
becai^e, for want of order of time in entering, and 
leisure in posting, errors would slip so fast that 
they would soon be in utter confusion. Where- 
upon he proposed to keep the account by way of 
Dr. and Cr., entering every parcel in the day ; and 
then, having nothing else in their heads, post the 
items to their proper accounts ; and so they would 
not be in any hurry, but also have a balance to 
check the whole. But the commissioners gene- 
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' raUjr liked Mr. Dickaistm's way best ; and so it 
went. But, after some time passed, the; camlnis- 
sioners calling for the drawback books, the clerks 
brou^it a fair journal and ledger, as Sir Dudley 
North had proposed ; and, being asked why they 
made that alteration, they answered that experi- 
ence showed them the other way would not do. 
For they had no check, nor government of the 
account ; and writing postwise at the same time 
as the dispatch was made, in the very first week 
they were so confounded with mistakes, that they 
were forced to write, all over again, and go on in 
this method. So apt are some works to do them- 
selves; for the practice soon demonstrates the 
easier methods, and directs bow to retrench pai^ 
and establish compendiums. Add, in this matter. 
Sir Dudley North showed a temper in not making 
an opposition, and troubling the Treasury about 
their methods of account, because he thought his 
own way better than theirs ; but let them niake 
the experiment, verily thinking they must come 
to his way at last. 
Utterty There was a law passed, or rather was conti- 

^nEt the , ' 

coinage uued, tbls parliament, called the comage. This 
was a certain tax laid to pay for coining money ; 
whereby any man, who brought into the mint 
bullion, took out coined money, reduced to sterling, 
weight for weight. Sir Dudley North was inft- 
nitdy scaadslized at the fiiUy of this law, which 
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made bultibn (md coined money par ; so that any 
man might gain by mdting ; as when the price of 
buUioti riaeth, a Groira shall melt into five shillings 
ttnd uxpeiice; but, on the other side, nothing 
cOnld ever be lost by coining ; for, upon a glut (^ 
bi^ion, he mi^t get that miy too, and, upon a 
scarcity, melt again ; and no kind of advantt^ 
by increase of money, as was pretended, like to 
come out. The lord treasut^er gave some of the 
banker gcddsmiths, and Sir Dudley North, a meet- 
ing. Charles Duncomb, a great advancer,, had 
whisp^^ somewhat in his lordship's ear, that 
miade him inclinable to the bilL Sir Dudley 
North reasoned witb them against it beyond re|dy ; 
and tiien the ai^ument was, " Let there be money, 
my lord, by G — d let there be money." The rea- 
sons why this scheme prevailed, were, first, that 
the crown got by the coinage duty ; next, that the 
goldsmiths, who gained by the melting tra4e, were 
advances to the Treasury, and favourites. The 
country gentlemen are commonly fidl of one pro- 
found mistake ; which is, that, if a great deal of 
money be made, they must, of course, have a share 
of it ; such being the supposed consequence of 
what they call plenty of money. So little do as- 
semblies of men follow the truth of 'things in their 
deUberatioDB ; but shallow, imthought prejudices 
carry them away by shoals, tn short, the I»1I 
passed ; and the effects of it hare been enoufj^ 
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seen and felt ; however the evil hath heen since, 
in some sort, bnt not wholly, remedied. 
**?-^^^ Another thing which gave him great oflfeace, 
aioaey, and was the curreocy of clipped money. He looked 
upon coined money, as merdiandize, only (for bet- 
ter proof and convenience) used as a scale, having 
its supposed weight signed upon it, to weigh all 
other things by ; or, as a denomination apt for 
accounts. Bnt, if the .weight of it differed from 
its stamp, it was, not a scale, but a cheat, like a 
piece of goods with a content stampt, and divers 
yards cut off. And as to the fancy that common 
currency might reconcile the matter, he thought 
that, when a man t^es a thing called a shilling,' 
putting it off, it is also called a shilling nominally 
true ; but, as to the deficiency, it is no other than 
a token, or leather money, of no intrinsic, by what 
name soever it be called ; and that all markets will 
be r^^ulated accordingly ; for, as money b de- 
based, prices rise, and so it all comes to a reckon- 
ing. This was seen by guineas, which, in the 
currency of clipped money, rose to be worth thirty 
(clipped) shillings. Sir Budley North was resolv- 
ed, that, if ever he sat in another sessions of par- 
liament, he would bid battle to this public illusion. 
And, being fidl of the subject, he eased his mind 
by laying down his reasons upon paper ; and the 
fancy took him to do it in the form of a speech in 
the House of Commons ; though if he had had 
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twenty speeches beforehMid, he could not have re- 
hearsed one of them as they were penned, but 
must, as his use was, fall directly upon the point, 
ex re natd, and as the reason of things and the 
quality of the debate prompted. He could im- 
prove his notions by thinking; but he could 
not confine himself to any premeditated com- 
posure. 

He knew indeed that he stood alone ; and, ex- lotnided u> 
cept some, and not many, of his fellow merchants, regniatiom. 
scarce any person appeared to join with him. ,jghed"i' 
Corruption,- self-interest, and authority, he knew P™P'''et 
were winds that would blow in his face ; but yet 
he believed his reasons were no less impetuous, 
and that he should be able to impress them ; and 
that, being once understood, the biisiness wo\ild 
make its own way. But the parliament, in which 
he served, was dissolved ; and he came no more 
within that pale. But afterwards, finding that 
the grievance of clipped money became insupport- 
able, and with design that, since he could not, 
- some other persons might push for a regulation, 
as well of this as of some other grievances relating 
to trade in general, and to incite them to it, he 
put his sense in the form of a pamphlet, and, sit- 
ting the convention (or some time after it was 
turned into a parliament) in 1691, published it, 
printed for J. Basset, and entitled " Discourses 
upon Trade, principally directed to the cases of 
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Int^^st, Coinage, Clq^iig, and Encrease ^ 

Money."* 

• To this work Mr. M'Culloch has referred in his " Dw- 
course on the Science of Pclilical Economy." (p. 37-) 

" Sir Jofiiah Child, whose work, though it is founded on 
the principles of the mercantile system, contains many gound 
and liberal views. Sir William Petty, and Sir Dudley North, 
are the most distinguished of the economical writers of the 17th 
centary. The latter not only rose above the established preju- 
dices of his time, but had sagacity enough to detect the more 
. refined and less obvious errors that were newly coming into 
fashion. His tract, entitled ' DUcourse* on Trade, princi- 
pally directed to the cotes of Interest, Coinage, Clipping, and 
Encrease of Money,' published in 1691, contains a much more 
able statement of the true principles of commerce than any 
that had then appeared. He is, throughout, the intelligent 
advocate of all the great principles of commercial freedom. 
He is not, like the most eminent of his predecessors, well in- 
formed on one subject, and erroneous on another. His sys- 
tem is consistent and complete. He shows that, in commercial 
matters, nations have the same interest as individuals; and 
fco^bly espoaes the absurdity of supposing that any trade 
whid is advantageous to the merchant, can be injurious to 
the public. His opinions respecting the imposition of a 
seignorage on the coinage of money, and the expediency 
nf sumptuary laws, then in great favour, are equally en- 
lightened. 

" I shall subjoin, from the preface of this tract, an abstract 
of the general propositions maintained in it. 

" That the whole world, as to trade, is but one nation or 
people, and therein nations are as persons. 

" That the loss of a trsde with one nation is not that only, 
separately considered, but so much of the trade of the World 
- rescinded ^nd lost, for all is combined togetiier. 
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This cam& out lobg befiwe the attempt in par* The motieT 
liuneotto have all the money new coined; for^J^t 

WW/. 

" That there can be no trade unprofitable t? th« puUie ; 
tat if any prove ao, men leave it off: and, wherever the traden 
thrivej the public of whidi they are a part thrive also. 

"That to ibrce men to deal in any prescribed manner, 
may profit anch as happen to serve them, but the public gains 
Bot, because it is taking from one subject to give to anoliier. 

" That no laws can set prices in trade, the rates of vhiclk 
most, and will, make themselres. But when such laws do 
happen to lay any bold, it is so much impediment to trade, 
and therefwe prejudicial. 

" That money is a merchandiKe, whereof there may be a 
glut, as well as a scarcity, and that even to an inconveuieiice. 

" That a people cannot want money to serve the ordinary 
dealing, aad more than enough they will not have. 

" That no man will be the richer for the making much 
money, nor any part of it, but as he buys it lor an equivalent 
price. 

" That the free coinage is a perpetual motion found Mt, 
niiereby to melt and coin without ceasing, and so to fised 
goldsmiths and coiners at the public charge. 

" That debasing the coin is defrauding one another, and to 
the public there is no sort of advantage from it ; for that ad- 
mits no character, or value, but intrinsic. 

" That the sinking by alloy or weight is all one. 

" That exchange and ready money are the s^e ; nothing 
bat carriage and re-carriage being saved. 

" That money exported in trade is an increase to the wealtii 
of the nation ; bat spent in war, and payments abroad, is so 
much impoverishment. 

" In short, that all lisvours to one trade or interest is an 
abase, and cuts olf so much profit from the public" 

" Unluckily 
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which aD act passed, since put in execution. But 
of the two ways, exposed bj Sir Dudley North, 
the fabricators of that bill chose the worst ; for 
they threw the loss of the clipped money upon the 
public by a tax, and gaye six months time for folks 
to bring in what was clipped. This six months 
time, as he prophesied, was doubtless well em- 
ployed, but not for the making the old money 
wider. If there was one before, there were ten 
after, that clipped heartily ; knowing that, how- 
ever they clipped the coin, they should have 
whole money at the mints for it. 
Tie better I well remember what a fame attended the ac- 
dune ibe compUshment of this work (ill done as it was), and 
^rittf more ^ done, without more, deservedly ; for better and 
honour, worsc, in the means, is not to be reflected on, 
when a great good is obtained in the end. And, 
not to denote any honour irom the authors, 
what is true may be remembered, which is, that 
money went to foreign markets, and would not 
(as at home) pass by a stamp, or denomination, 
but must be weighty ; and, whatever good to the 
people was intended, yet the foreign occasion 

" UnlnckUy this admirable tract never obtained any con- 
siderable circulation. There is good reason, indeed^ for snp- 
' posing that it was designedly stippredsed. At all eyeute it 
speedily became excessively scarce ; and I am not aware that 
it has ever been refnred to by any subsequent writer on 
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made it necessary. And as for the undertaking, 
there were no mountains to be got over, as, at 
other times, had been, when nothing would have 
made the people start and bo^le like touching 
their money ; for, here, those that were to receive, 
demanded, and had power to sustain it. For this 
reason, the honour had been much greater, if it 
had been carried by strength of reason, upon new- 
discoveries, against the strongest of prejudices, 
and interest mistaken, as Sir Dudley North in- 
tended to have done. And whether any use of 
his pamphlet was made, or not, (as I guess there 
was, because one- of the ways he proposed, was 
taken, and divers mints planted about, as he in- 
tended to have insinuated); it is certain the pam- 
phlet is, and hath been ever since, utterly'sunk, 
and a copy not to be had for money. And if it 
was designedly done, it was very prudent ; for the 
proceeding is so much reflected on there for the 
worse, and a better showed, though not so favour- 
able to abuses, as doth not consist with that ho- 
nour and eclat, as hath been held forth upon the 



Sir Dudley North was much scandalized at the Scandalized 
laws made in England for the poor, under which tot the 
monies were collected, all over England, by parish '^'^' 
rates, for their mmntenance ; and he had also 
formed a design for the disclosing his mind in 
the Hoiise of Conunons, concerning that constitu- 
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tion, by * collecting* materiab in writiDg (as he 
had done before, but more formally, touching clip- 
ped money), which he should have used iii a de- 
bate, if the house had fallen upon any thing re- 
lating to it. But the dissolution came.in the vay. 
and spoiled all. And discourses upon such sub- 
jects used to be frequent in the conversation be- 
tween these brothers, where the general good of 
England was as seriously and sincerely deliberated, 
as in the parliament-house itself. Whatever may 
be thought, I am sure I do not hyperbolize in 
this ; since it was in my good stars to be ai^ eye 
and ear witness of what I a£Brm. 
Los* of But now we must come to the greatest Mow 

Lord Keep- 

er North ; that could have bcfel Sir Dudley North ; and that 
undcrtakeg was the slckness and death of his best brother the 
thetrost. Lo^ Keeper. A full account of which is to be 
found in that noUe person's life. His lordship 
had made his three brothers executors and guar- 
dians. %r Dudley North took upon him to act 
with all the vigour and diligence of a faithful and 
good trustee. In the first place he gave orders 
for the funeral, and then took coach, and went 
with the great seal (the officers all attending) to 

^* The substance of these papers, together with some farther 
considerations relating to the laws for the poor, and the con- 
sequences of them, are Bet down in the form of a pamphlet 
by the honourable author of this work, and may see the light 
if opportunity should offer.] Note in the Fint Edit. 
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M^ndsor, and there put it into the king's hands, 
who, not long after, delivered it to the Lord 
Jeffries. Then be returned to Wroxton, dispatched 
the funeral, put the family in a method, and re- 
turned to London. The children, that ftU under - 
his care, were the Lord Gruilford, who was at 
Winchester schod, where he was continued ; the 
two youngers were also well placed, and so con- 
tinued during Sir Dudley's life. 

But, besides this guardianship, upon the death Feu dow 
<^ the Lord Keeper North, there devolved upon uewafhU 
him an immense charge hy the executorship *^^'^ 
and tnwt of the three children's fortunes. The'*'^^**^" 
younger brother, Charles, had hut two thousand 
pounds given him ; the sister had four thousand 
pounds. But, to have done with these ; at the 
Ml ages, the guardians put into the hands of the 
one four thousand pounds, and of the other six 
thousand pounds, besides all the charges of their 
education ; which was not a common guardian's 
account. As for the capital of the Lord Guil- 
ford's estate, it consisted of the estates which had 
belonged to the femily of the Popes, some that his 
lordship had purchased in Essex, and, in money, 
about thirty-two thousand pounds to be laid out 
in land. Sir Dudley North, in the first place, set 
the house in order, making inventories, disposing 
and re^stering, so as, afterwards, a ready recourse ; 
might be had to .any thing that was left. He ad- 
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justed the steward's accounts, and left his orders. 
He dispatched the furnitiire of the great house in 
London, which the successor, the Lord Jeftxies, 
did not think fit to talce ; and some he sent down, 
and sold some, and some, with the writings, &c. 
he transferred to his own house ; and there he de- 
dicated a room peculiarly to this trust, and suffer- 
ed no other affairs to come into it. And he gave 
a good reason for so doing ; for if a man has seve- 
ral manageries upon his hands, and the books and 
papers of them lie t(^ether, confusion is apt to 
grow, not only among them, but in his head, 
which will not readily run from the one to the 
other. But if they lie in several rooms, the for- 
mer is avoided ; and, upon the very entrance 
into the room, the walls, and mere form of things 
lying about, bring the business into one's mind, 
and make an artificial train of thinking : and who- 
ever deals in great matters, will find the benefit of 
. this economy. 
'^'^'''",. He procured a set of books, such as merchants 

mercaoule- 

ij kept and-use, and in them he kept the account of this 
trust, in a mercantile way, completely. He had 
his waste, journal, and ledger ; and into these 
books came the sums from the steward's account; 
interest money, and all the outgoings were entered, 
and proper accounts, in them, were. framed, to 
keep the several interests distinct ; so that, at all 
times, the books were an account renderable of 
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eveiy branch, and every person's interest that 
cpuld be required. At the young lord's full age, 
the books themselves, in which stood every fiir- 
thiDg accountaUe in proper place, were exhitnted 
for a render of his accounts. But this forin 
not being so obvious as the Exchequer way, all 
chai^ together, and all discharge t(^ther, the 
young lOTd desired of the surviving guardians, th^ 
be might have such an account made in that 
manner. He was told that it was mere pains and 
writing ; and a' man of arts in accounts must be 
emjdoyed to do it, and be paid for it. He there- 
upon set his auditor to work, who, upon view of 
the books, showed him his credits, bis debts, in all 
his concerns, and told him be mJght be satisfied, 
for nothing better could be done. This method, I 
presume, hath not been usual with executors and 
guardians, since (as the poet hath it) " the ^osts 
of testators left walking." 

In the conduct of this trust he had little ^pp^.'o 

purcnasiog 

trouble; for he accounted his pains none. Tron-ofediat^i. 
ble is when there is want of peace and quietness 
in the pains-taking : else, the obtaining the good 
end' sought, answers all the labour that tends 
directly to procure it. Sir Dudley North thought 
it best to buy land with the money as soon as he 
could. I remember he had a fierce dispute with his 
testator, in hb lifetime, upon that very point. He 
advised his lordship to lay out his money in land as 
VOL. III. N 
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fast as he could. " I will not buy land," said tbe 
other, " unless I can find good estates and pennj- 
worths." Sir Dudley urged that he was in a great 
mistake ; for if his money was Md out in his life- 
time, he would have tbe assistance of all those, 
and not a few, who desired of all things to serve 
and pUige him ; and, what was much more, the 
benefit of his own knowledge and skill, as well in 
the law as in other respects. And if land must 
be bought, it would certainly be worse done than 
if he -did it himself; for all those advantages 
would be wanting to any trustees be could make. 
He was convinced of it; hut men in great places, 
who are courted with o0ers of services, cannot bat 
think they may compass such matters upon better 
terms than other men. For there being abroad 
many good pennywwths, they conclude that, for 
respect or officiousness, ^some will be broi^t 
to them. It is certain the error was proved in 
his case ; for, though good purchases were made, 
he, in his lifetime, would have made -better. It 
was one of Sir Dudley North's maxims, whidi 
may be ordinary to hear observed among mer- 
chants, " When a thing is fit to be done, do it 
as well as tbe time allows." As, if it be reason- 
aUe for a merchant to sdl, or to buy, do it at the 
current. Because the loss and inconvenience, by 
not doing, is much greater than the dromistances- 
of price or value, between one time and another. - 
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But now we must be serious, and mount to-oftmxit- 
wards the court, and the transactions thereabouts, regulations 
which I shall touch upon so far aa concerns my 
subject. After the king had most unadvisedly 
and precipitously dissolved his parliament, and 
had promoted Jeffries to the great seal; and 
the Lord Keeper North, a mortal obstacle, out 
of the way ; what should hinder the great seal 
from sending forth commissions, not only of 
war, but of peace and lieutenancy, with non ob- 
stantes in the body of them, against the test laws? 
And so it was; persons unqualified came into 
all commissions. And what general discontents 
thb made, if not remembered, may easQy be con- 
ceived. The next work was to make fair weather 
with a new parliament ; and, in order thereunto, 
to get members chosen that would comply, and 
t^ce those troublesome tests out of the way. The 
En^ish side of this famous managery (for what 
forei^ers were concerned, or how, I know not) 
was the famous triumvirate ; the Lord Chancellor 
Jefiries, the Lord Sunderland (who they say, as a 
pon*' penitent, knocked at the mass chapel door, 
and was reconciled), and Sir Nicholas Butler. The 
methods these took, were partly local, and partly 
personal. J . The local part was to be executed by 
r^;ulating, or rather corrupting, corporations, that 
had right of election, by putting, out and in, 
hiayol^ recorders, burgesses, &c. ; and where they 
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were stiff, by coming upon them with quo war- 
rantos, and the terror of chains. Those that 
would surrender, and renew ad normam curia, 
had peace. And, for this end, they had ranners 
up and down, who were called regulators; and 
the committee of the aforesaid counsellors were 
called the committee of regulations. As to the 
counties, those were too big to be thus tampered 
with, and were left to the second scheme. 

2. Persons. I shall pass by the office, required 
of the lord lieutenants,- to catechise the gentry all 



■ad Sir 

Dudiej over England touching their good-will to this pro- 
North'* 

concern 



ject, supposing all the country commissions would 
be r^ulated accordingly; and come direfctly to 
court ; where it was ordered that, in each minis- 
tration, the chief should catechise the underlings, 
to know who were willing to repeal, and who not, 
supposing that a general reform would go accord- 
ingly; But it was not so ; but done to the intent 
that the consenters, by engagements to his majesty 
in person, might be riveted,'and so to be depended 
upon in parliament. Upon this wise scheme, my 
lord chancellor undertook the province of the law,^ 
and sent for, not only the king's servants, but every 
considerable practiser. My Lord Grodolpbin,' as 
head of the Treasury, sent for all the revenue men, " 
and took their answers. Sir Dudley North, as a 
commissioner of the Customs, came in upon this 
list. When he came befbre his lordship, and had 
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heard the questions, and a world of discouiM in 
a persuasive way, he remembered an old Turkish 
saying, viz. " that a man is to say ' no,' only to the 
devil." He answered, therefore, " that he was 
always a faithful subject and servant to his ma- 
jesty, and woidd do all he could for his majesty's 
service :" or to that effect. This was taken for a 
violent tendency, if not a concession. But, com- 
ing before the king, and being asked if he would 
vote so and so, or not ; he answered, positively 
and finally, " that he could not, and therefore 
would not, pretend to tell what he should do 
upon any question proposed in parliament, if he 
had the honour to sit there, till he had heard the 
debate." But this was clothed in terms of the 
greatest submission that could be. He was asked 
the same more than once. But, in siun, his an- 
swer was the same. He was told " that this was 
trifling ; for he could not pretend to be a sti-anger 
to a matter which had been the town-talk so long. 
He might depend upon it that nothing new could 
be alleged in the house, which he had not heard 
before." To all which, urged upon him over and 
over i^ain, he added nothing but that, " If he 
were to die that moment, he would make no 
other answer." The noUe lord there, was strangely 
.surpiised and confounded at this perseverance in 
a denial, as was understood ; for he had, as I 
guess, valued himself for- securing Sir Dudley 
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North. The king showed no tokens of his dis- 
pleasure ; nor did he in any case when the persons 
appeared respectful, and he thought them sincere. 
But his lordship resented it sufficiently ; for he ' 
never was well with him, nor ever showed him a 
fair countenance after that*. 
sir Dudley I must touch also the circumstances of the fol- 
thrtaiened lowing timesf, because my subject is concerned 
in Hoii»Dd.-jjj jjjg^. however, I shaU be but short. The 
preparations for the embarkment in HoUand, 
were very great ; and after it was known to be 
for. England, a great bustle was made to resist it. 
Those that had fled into Holland were rampant, 
and were so free as fully to declare their equitable 
purposes. For they gave out that all the Tory 
party, meaning those who had acted by lav 
l^ainst th^ fanatics, should at once be attainted, 
and their estates taken away by parliament. Not 
'should those of the dead be exempted any more 
than tht^e of the Uving ; and they were so kind 
as to name the late Lord Keeper North, and Sir 
Dudley North, in particular. This was told to 
Sir Dudley North, as certain news out of Hol- 
land, by such as meant him well ; but he, as his 
way was to slight extrav^ant threats, minded it 
not. B;ut it appeared to him, afterwards, that 

* See Bome account of these transactions in tte Life of 
the Lord Keeper, vol. ii. p. 124, and the note there, 
t See Appendix, No. II. 



jz.Google 



HON. SIR DUDLEY NORTH. l88 

those who had fled into Holland had retained so 
much of their Rye scheme, as really to intmd, 
and it was not for want of will that they did not 
execute it. But after the king's army was quite 
hrolte, and his person far enough ofT, things did 
not proceed with so much contention as to make 
a turn l^ victory, but rather fay accommodation. 
And King William, having secured his own gam^ 
would not roil it to gratify them. 

But now the prince is landed, and come as far Like from 
as Exeter ; and from thence Sir Dudley North tempted to 
had letters with preambles of friendship, and con- """ '■'"''^■- 
elusions with advice to run away ; and grounded 
on the terrible denuuciations passed among the 
men of power there. Many matters were alleged ; 
but chiefly that of taking upon him the office of 
sheriff without title ; which caused so much blood 
to be drawn. But he was so stupid as to lau^ 
at this also. It is to be presumed they used the 
same course with others : for now there began to 
be great scampering ; and, of some, with reason 
eriough, who were obnoxious, and had more to 
answer for than could be excused ; chiefly such 
as had risen into posts by flattery upon the points 
of the tests ; as Baron Jenner, Bbhop Cartwright*, 

* Of this profligate churchman, Burnet has left the fbUowing 
oharacter. " He was a man of good capacity, and had made 
some progress in learning. He was ambitious and serrile, 
cruel and boisterous ; and by the 'great liberties he allowed 
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Chief Justice Herbert, and some others. The 
two solicitors, Graham and Burton*, frere taken 
and brought back ; and much ado there was about 
who went and who staid. The faction was thought 
to be cruel and tierce, and, coming into a swing of 
uiioontroUed power, none could say what mischief 
they would not do. But they themselves, know- 
ing that there was nothing criminal to chai^ upon 
those they had most spleen against, endeavoured, 
by menace and frighting, to make them run away ; 
and many that did so, were taken, and felt the 
smart of it ; but, of those that stayed, even the 
greatest malefactors had little or no hurt. The 
former suffered under a presumption of guilt, by 
imprisonment without trial, or so much as being 
accused. So that, here, flight and condemnation' 
were one and the same thing. And there is hot a 
single instance of any one person tiied for any of 
the horrid crimes that brought on the Revolution. 

himBelf be fell tmder mnch ecandal of the worst sort. He 
had set himself long to raise the king's authority abore lav; 
which he said was only a method of government to which 
kings might submit if they pleased, but their authority was 
from God absolute, and superior to law, which tliey might 
exert as often aa they found it necessary for the ends of go- 
vernment." (Own Time, vol. iii. p. 1186.) 

* " Fitter men to have served in a couit of InqtuBiUoD 
ttuiQ in a legal gorenuneut." {Burnet's Otvn Time, vol. ii. 

p. 87a) 
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At this time, Sir Dudley North and myself^^J;;;'''' 
were seldom asunder, but walked about from one carriage 

and befaa- 

bustle to another, to observe what was doing ; and Tiour. 
were in all public places, to see bow matters 
wrought For he, according to his true character, 
so long as he could justify his actions, feared do- 
thing, and scarce thought he had any concern in 
the turn more than any other man had. Tliis 
was a foul disappointment to his enemies; for 
they made a sure account that he, a ringleader of 
the Tory party, must needs run away, and then 
they had hint fast, in prison at least. Once we 
walked leather into the Exchange ; and one, 
that stood in a company, said, " What ! is not 
he gone yet ?" We passed on, and took no notice. 
'He was looked at almost as much as when he was 
named sheriff; and the wonder that he was not 
gene, was as great as when he was to be sheriff : 
and it was in his good stars that he secured to 
himself a safety, by staring his enemies in the 
fece. 

He was in the Customs at the Revolution, ^^ ««' of 
and continued so for some time after ; for that oMnmiaioa 
collection was not to be disturbed till the mainj^^, "" 
was safe. But it was not long before the men of 
merit put in for posts, whether fit or not ; and 
the Customs was a jolly commission, that woidd 
serve five or six of them ; and if one or two old 
ones were left to teach the new ones their trade,. 
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it was enough. And, after tbe ctmiiniasion was 
renewed, and most of the old ones, of whom he 
was rate, wore left out, Sir John Werden, that 
would often ask for a light to be strudc (as I 
touched before), became the ruling commissioner. 
Traded, After he was left out of the commiasioD, he was 

sustained , ■, , • r- ■ - i . » 

great loss- roduccd to his tirst principles, a mere merchant of 
Sought of ^^^ levant Company in London ; and his post of 
retiring, alderman also dropped from hira ; for, when the 
judgment in the quo warranto was set aside by 
the parliament, the city was put in a state refer- 
ring to a time before he was chosen ; which 
changed the whole frame of the court of alder- 
men. ' Then, hating idleness, he fell again to 
buying of cloth." He had formerly joined with 
oth^ merchants in building three defensible ships ; 
for piracies, in the Straits, had made trading, in 
small vessels, too hazardous ; and the empltjy- 
ment of these ships engaged him deeper in adven- 
ture than otherwise he had been. But, after the 
Revolution, things grew worse and worse ; because 
the wars with the French gave them an advan- 
tage over our Turkey trade ; and, both at home 
and abroad, they met with ua. One of his great 
ships, with a considerable adventure, homeward 
bound, and little insured, was taken by the 
French : but yet he traded on ; and, it appeared, 
his estate was less, by ten thousand pounds, than 
it was when the French war first broke out. I 
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bdieye he had less persevered in trade, at that 
time, if he had not had a consideration of bis 
house in Constantinoide, where his brother had a 
ragion, and he had his a|^H%ntice, Faircb>u^, to 
whom he thought himself in justice bound to 
send out business, especially when others with- 
drew; else they must have sunk. But so many 
corrections, as he received, one after another, 
abated his mettle ; and his family increasing, and 
children coming forward, whom he considered 
beyond himself; and, what was worst of aU, he 
grew liable to infirmities, especially the phthisic, 
which made him not so active in his person as he 
had been, and desii'ed to be. All which together 
made him think, of getting an estate, with a com-r 
modious seat, in the country, and to employ him- 
self, as he declared he woidd do, by ploughing 
and sowing amain. But, in this particular, his 
good fortunes failed him ; for, although he had 
viewed divers great estates, and offered great 
prices, as twenty-four and twenty-five years pur- 
chase, he never was accepted ; and, within a day 
or two after be fell sick, a time was appointed for 
us to go down and agree for Besthorp in Norfolk. 
If he had been so happy as to have accomplished 
a purchase some time before, I believe it bad pro- 
longed his life. Parliament 

inquire inlo 

But I shall be accused for a concealer, if I do the former 
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with him, and his shrievalty, hefore he had his 
quietus in that affair. . After the convention, 
summoned by the prince's letters, thought fit to 
be a parliament, and the kingdom settled, and 
declared to be of him and his consort Mary, and 
all things thought to stand fast and firm in the 
new government ; then the old faction thought 
they had the ball at their toe, the town was their 
own, and who should contradict them ? And now 
was the time to lay open the bad actions of the 
Tories, and, not only to bring them to condign 
punishment, but also to make amends for former 
injuries out of the estates of the dead and of the 
living of them ; and all to be done, not by any 
formal, fastidious course of law or trial, but by 
act of parliament. And, accordingly, two inqui- 
sitions were set on foot ; as is already related in 
the Examen. It is pretty apparent that, in the 
factious scheme, both these aimed at Sir DuHley 
North, upon whose character and circumstances 
the matter had hinged ; though Sir John Moor^ 
and others, were thought fit to be taken in. 
1 I shall begin with the Lords, who, taking it for 
> granted that those persons were murdered, or- 
dered this inquiry how, " and by what means. 
TTus amounted to an inquiry, whether they were , 
murdered or not ; and so, in the proceeding, it 
l«roved. But it is a common thing in parliament 
to inquire after persons, when the iacts are but 
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presumed. This committee sat, and sent for all 
persons tKat were any ways concerned in the 
proceedings after the Rye plot discovered, or were 
but suspected to know any thing of them ; and ex- 
amined them, and whomsoever else they thought 
fit to send for, upon oath. Amongst the rest Sir 
Dudley North was sent for ; of whose examina- 
tion I have little to say here, because it is particu- 
larly related in the Examen ; * only, to show how 
much he was under the displeasure of some peo- 
ple, I will observe that, when questions were 
asked, as divers were, skirting upon the main, 
and he answered fully and clearly to them ; while 
he was talking, (on one side of him) " That 's a 
lie," said one, and (on another side) " That 's 
false," - said another ; and such interruptions he 
had that, if he had been over-modest, he mast 
have been abashed. But, after this one examina- 
don, he was dismissed, and heard no more from 
that committee. 

After the House of Commons had done with Eiamiorf 
Sir John Moor, they sent for Sir Dudley North ; houm of 
and, I believe, some sport was expected, for the 
galleries were full, and so were all comers about 
the house. I had my post in the gallery, where I 

s * P. 620. The examioation of Sir Dudley North is 
giren from the Lords' JonmalB in HotvelFs State Triah, 
vol. ix. p. 969. 



j:,GoogIe 



t90 LIFE OF THE 

could see as well as hear : and the famous Titus 
Oates was not far off; for he was a pers<m that 
greatly interested himself in these affairs. Mr. 
Paul Foley was in the chair; and, when Sir 
Dudley North came in and stood upon the floor, 
" Sir," said he, " for what reason did you take 
upon you the office of sheriff, which did not be- 
long to you ?" He answered in like manner as 
before. But there was Uttle to the purpose in all 
this; for the design of all these examinations 
was to get persons named, that there might be 
some h(dd of them for purposes that lay behind. . 

Difference None duTst ask him touching his brother the. 

tiona t« be Lord Keeper North ; for the gentlemen, generally, 
would not have borne it. But yet the business 
hung upon expectation to get something out of 
him ; and there were divers mutterings, and mur- 
murings, about odd questions to be asked ; and 
8(»me, near the chair, were very busy, whispering 
with the chairman. Mr. Francis Guin, one that 
the examinant knew to be of his side, and that he 
might trust him, moved that, since he had declared 
the court of aldermen unanimously required him 
to serve, as being l^ally chosen, he might be asked 
what aldermen were present. The chairman nod- 
ded for his answer ; and then Sir Dudley North 
turned him rouad, and, with his cane, pointed to 
the five alderaien that had sided with the faction, 
and named them audibly one after another, who 
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were all present, and made no objection. This 
was not well ; and ^ W. Williams, a cunning 
parUament-man, fearing worse, thought to get rid 
of their customer with as good a colour as might 
be contrived ; and, taking umbrae at some little 
stir there was about asking questions to make him 
accuse bis own self (and Sir Dudley North himself 
bad begun to say, " he hoped that, being among 
gentlemen," &c.) standing up, " Mr. Foley," said 
he, " you had best have a care, you have an ho- 
nourable gentleman before you, that you do not 
ask him," &c. It seems he thought the going off 
upon that scruple carried an innuendo which 
might serve their turn better than any thing they 
were like to get by questions, since those, already 
asked, had turned upon them. But those, of his 
party, did not understand bis reach, and, calling 
out for questions,, interrupted him ; and that irri- 
tated his Welsh blood, and made him &U foul on 
his own party ; and there was noise and alterca- 
tion for some time, upon that occasion, amongst 
them. 
But, there being some cessation, Mr. Button a qnestion 

, askedj and 

Colt made silence by speaking : " Mr. Foley," loudiy aii- 
said he, " since this gentleman is so tender that he ^e^^ 
must not be asked questions concerning himself, we ^^^ 
will let that go, and presume liim guilty of all that 
has-been allied against him. But I hope I may 
ask him a questicm concerning somebody else." 
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At this, Sir Dudley North, knowing the man, and 
expecting he would hare named his tM*other the 
Lord Keeper, b^an to warm, and bis blood to 
mend its pace : and, had that been perceived, any 
one that knew him, would have expected some- 
thing extraordinary to follow. Then Mr. Colt 
went on, and, " I ask him," said he, " if Secretary 
Jenkins did not come down to the city, and per- 
suade him to .take the o&ce of sheriff upon him ?" 
"You hear the question," smd the chairman. 
After which there was a profound silence, expect- 
ing the answer. All which time Sir Dudley North 
was gathering as much breath as he could must^*, 
and, then, out came a long " No-o-o-o !" so loud 
as might have been heard up to the House of 
Lords. This was so violent, and unexpected, that 
I could see a start of every one in the house, all at 
the same instant, as if each had bad a dash of 
Cold water in his face : and, immediately, alt called- 
outj "Withdraw ;" and my neighbour Titus Oates, 
being, as I suppose, frustrated of his expectations, 
cried out, " Aw Laard, aw Laard, aw, aw !" and 
went bis way.* Sir Dudley North went out, and 
never was called upon more about this affair. I 
might here enlarge upon the subject of good for- 
tune attending gallant actions and behaviour, and 
the perdition of evil-doing, and then sneaking ; 

• See the Life of the Lord Keeper, vol. ii. p. 60. 
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biit that matter ties here gross and obvious, so will 
let that pass, I shall only add this note, to ac- 
quit the prosecutors of acting purely upon malice, 
that covetousness had the greatest share in the 
motives ; for, if it had been voted that the election 
had been illegal, and North and Rich no sheriffs ; 
then had followed bills to charge the estates of all 
that were concerned, to repair the losses the party 
suffered in those times. And this was, neverthe- 
less, in some d^ree, attempted by petitioning for 
leave to bring a bill into the House of Lords to 
reimburse the fines' out of the estates of the Lord 
Keeper North, Sir Dudley North, &c. This peti- 
tion' was presented by the Lord Stamford, who 
had been chairman io the committee of murder. 
And he, among other tropes, said that "these 
men had been murdered too," meaning in their es- 
tates ; but, he stuttering, these words came out so 
broken, that they were not minded: hut my Lord 
Weymouth went to the table, and, taking up the 
petition, moved that " an inquiry might be had, 
to find who had counterfeited these dead men's 
hands." This jest made some lords smile, and no 
order' was made upon that petition. The like pe- 
tition was presented to the House of Commons, 
and without effect ; but as the whole series of this 
affair is fully set forth in the Bxamen, I refer the 
reader to that book, and shall say nothing more of 
it here. 

TCI,. III. o 
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A «D»re But after this examination was ova*, it was 

nuke him given out that Sir Dudlej North should not 
friend*. escape SO ; but, one waj or other, he should cer- 
tainlj be come at : and it was hoped that, if be 
was substantially terrified, he might bite at the 
bait of taking some of his enemies off. Which 
done, were it friendly or corruptly, they would 
have promulgated it, and he had lost his charac- 
ter, and, consequently, his friends, which was a 
good preparation fisr what was to follow : fw it 
ii a method used by cunning men, in parliament 
driving, against persons, when they cannot be 
directly laid hold on, to lay traps and snares to 
make them hurt themselves ; and so they attam 
the end obliquely. We had the unhappiness of 
an elder brother, who had attached himself to tlie 
faction ; and, ibr that reason, and other family 
differences, we corresponded little with him. Bat 
during these stirs, for aught I know meanii^ 
well, but deceived by men of his party, he comes 
to me, and tells me that " his brother would 
certainly be imdooe ; and himself came out of 
firiendship that he might know it. He conversed 
with those who were bent upon it, and both 
would, and could do it ; and those were Ham|>- 
den, and some others he named. But he had 
found one, and the only way to save him." 
" And what is that ?" quoth I. He answered, 
" To apply himsdf." I asked what he meant by 
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'" applying himself." He answered, " by going to 
scune principal men 6n the other side, and so in- 
terest, or soften them ; without which he was in- 
fallibly ruined. I said I believed he intended to 
justify himself, and thought of no other course. 
** Ay, there 's it," said he, " he will now go, and, by 
justifying himself, be ruined.'' So we parted with 
much dissatisfaction on his part. It is certain 
nothing would have ruined him sooner, than such 
a sneaking action as this had been. I once told 
this stoiy to the best of old courtiers. Colonel 
Werden; and "Ay" said he, "justifying, that's 
but one trick ;" alluding to the fable of the Fox 
and the Cat. 

I cannot part with the subject of this examina- Justifioi- 

. , , . . , , , , tJonofihe 

tion without observmg agam, as I have done be- fomer 
,fore, what sycophant historians will not be so just """'' 
as to set forth, nor posterity readify believe. And 
tliat is, that, notwithstanding both houses of par- ■ 
liament, with full bent and zesd towards a party, 
having nothing above to check or restrain, but 
What rather encouraged them to inquisite the 
Actions of their adversaries in the time when they 
prevaled; and testing, upon oath, every person 
and persons, officers as well as others, as far as 
any petulant partyman would suggest or require ; 
and although the affairs were all great and impor- 
tant, and done in a strain of opposition and coh- . 
tentioh', pursuant to current methods of law, yet 
o 2 
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there was not found the least corruption, ot pec- 
cadillo of irr^ularity in any of them : and, if any 
instance of the like can be shown in history, I 
quit my observation. 

This double inquest, of the houses in parlia- 
ment, respecting the sheriffwick of London, and 
umeortu ^^^ pretences in parliament grounded thereupon, 
beiag in ggye Sir Dudley North much trouble, but no great 
toma, and anxiety ; because he knew there was no founda- 
ifithad tion, on such accounts, to charge him criminally, 
^i^ijj or pecuniarily, to which he had not answers in- 
controvertible. But there was another matter, 
which, proving as his enemies had calcidated and 
suggested, had given them the utmost advantage 
against him ; but, by good stars, they were mis- 
taken. It was the levying the duties of tonnage 
and poundage upon the accession of King JamesII. 
before it was given hy a parliament ; a full ac- 
count of which is to be found in the Life of the 
Lord Keeper Guilford.* The members at West- 
minster, that were eager upon Ending &ults with 
former administrations, and the Actions party, 
that had a stronger inclination to fasten upon Sir 
Dudley North than upon any other minister or 
^ent whatsoever, had conceived a strong preju- 
dice that he was in the Customs at the death of 
King Charles II., and accordingly that (for the 

' • See Uife Life of the Lord Keeper, yd. ii. p. 110, 
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grand ofleace of lerying money upon the subject 
without act of parliament) they had him fast ; 
and thej were so fond of the advantage, that it 
was plain they were very loth to quit it : and it 
was the hardest thing in the world to persuade 
any of them that Sir Dudley North was then in 
the Treasury, and not in the Customs, which I can 
best affirm, that had the part of talking with, and, 
if I could, of undeceiving, many of them ; for I 
found plainly I was not credited. The tendency 
of the party, as might be perceived by the com- 
mon discourse of most people, was to set on foot 
an inqiiiry touching that fact of .levying money, 
&c. And Sir Dudley North, and his friends, had 
perpetual alarms from that quarter, till direct 
accounts of those commissions made it pliun- it 
could not reach him ; and then the whole design 
was dropped at once, and no notice taken of it : 
and it was as good as declared, that, if he had 
been concerned, it would have been pushed 
against him only, and not against any other com- 
missioner of the Customs. Such partiality will 
men profess in combination ; which a single per- 
son would not have the face to own. 

Before I take this gentleman into pure privacy, Kefused to 
and show how he passed his time by himself, I ther-in-iaw 
shall take notice of some passages, relating to his ^"' 
employment, to shoi^ with what prudence and 
untainted integrity he proceeded. He bad a bro« 
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ther-in-law, who made no small figure at court, th? 
Bail of Yarmouth. He was entitled to a fenn i» 
ihe Customs, called the wood farm, which, when 
first granted, was a very great boon ; but, as tlwe 
importation of deals apd timber from the north- 
ward increased, it became an immense profit, and 
was said to have yielded to that family, first and 
last, above one hundred thousand pounds. The 
present benefit was partly to the old couptess, 
and partly to the earl, with a trust declared upon 
it to pay the debts of the family. The work now 
w^ to obtain a renewal of that farm ; the did 
lady, solicited, and the earl solicited ; Bir Nicholas 
Butler was declared in their interests ; and, now 
Sir Dudley North was come into the Customs, all 
must go smooth. And Sir Nicholas Butler was 
so maUcious as to tell them, that it was in Sir Dud- 
ley North's power to do it, or to hinder it. This 
brought importunity enough upon him. It was 
not his way to fly in aqy onp's face improvoked, 
or to give repulses till he bad fairly reasoned 
with them; and then, if the concerned lirged 
him farther, he was apt to be rough. He had 
examined the books of the Custom-house, and 
found, by former reports and minutes of the Trea- 
sury, that, for. imanswerable reasons, all the out- 
farms were resolved to be taken in, and that the 
order and security of the collection depended upon 
it ; for to have officers dealing in the Customs, that 
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the commissioners had no control upon, wu Uke 
so many leaks, at which they could not answer 
what mi^t run out. He showed all this to his 
brother-in-law, and discoursed Butler upon it ; and 
he could not deny but that it was a thing deter- 
mined, which they could not controvert, if any 
references came to them ; and that it was in vain 
to attempt by favour to break into such a manage- 
ment as this was. " But still," says Butler to hia 
dients, " if Sir Dudley will, it may be done." And, 
at last, the best thing he could do was, when they 
said any tiling of it, not to mind them,, but to pass 
on to other discourse. If there were any profit, 
or advantage to Uie crown, the forms might hare 
been dispensed with ; but, against the interest 
of the crown, he would not join in any project ■ 
whatsoever. 

There was an ancient gentleman, of the family of thonged 
the Berties, who was patent secretary to the Cus- tai^ against 
toms ; and be had officiated there some time ; butj ^I't^""' 
was altogether incapable of the business, which 
required the most expert secretary that could be 
found, who should be a man of method, quickness 
of dispatch, that, in looking for one paper called 
for, shoiUd not, as he did, confound a hundred. 
But if he had sat there, they must have been se-. 
cretaries themselves ; for it was plain he could do 
nothing. Upon this, the commissioners deter- 
mined to put another in his phice, that should pay 
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him as much as he made of it ; and, if this wonld 
- Dot do, some other course must be taken, or they 
must shut . up shop. This brought the whole 
family rdation upori the commission, expostulating 
with them, and stirring their interest at court. 
But their reasons were understood there ; they 
must have patience ; and what the commissioners 
had done must stand. Among otJiers, Sir Dudley 
North's eldest brother came to him, and, alter 
much importunity, asked what reason he had to 
turn a relation out of his place. Sir Dudley North 
turned short, and looking back at him, said, " Be- 
cause be was a fool." And so went away^ 
Refi*^ a He had another brother-in-law, one, Mr. Foley, 

brother-in- 
law a pogi- whose father had been ironmonger to the navy for 

^'' " '■ divers years, and, after- his death, he succeeded 
him. Tlie method of the navy had been loose, 
and, during the Dutch wars, great abuses passed, 
and debts insuperable were contracted. I have 
heard say that the former contractor has had bills 
filed up, as for goods delivered at the yards, to the 
value of five hundred pounds, and did not deliver 
in one nail.* This debt growing too great, possi- 
bly, «ver to be paid, the Treasury, in the reign of 
. King Charles 11. thought fit to postpone this debt, 

* The same charge is made against Mr. Foley in the Lord 
Keeper Guilford's " Account of divers signal Frauds in the 
Conduct and Disposition of the Public Eevenues." {Dabym- 
ple, 4ppendix, p. 89. ) 
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and serve the then present occasion with ready 
money. There was no great justice in this; but 
what they called necessity came in the room of it: 
all that reign, and King James's reign, thatdebt 
stood desperate. But when Sir Dudley North 
came into the Treasury, Mr. Foley concluded he 
should obtain theiavour to have his part, and often 
made it a subject of discourse to his brother-in- 
law ; but he told him, unless they could pay the 
whole, they could not pay him. For to single out 
one, and, for favour, pay him, and let the rest still 
stand out unpaid, would be unjust, and scanda- 
lously partial. And this solicitation ran up almost 
into a quarrel ; but that signified little to the com- 
missioner. But since the Revolution, I have beard 
the debt was bought by courtiers for half, and less, 
and put into the new loans by way of debentures, 
and paid with interest to a farthing. 

But now we have our merchant, sheriff, alder- Bedu«dto 
man/ commissioner, &c. at home with us, a pri- sute, and 
vate person, divested of all his manUings ; and we with me- 
may converse ireely with him in his family, and *'^" 
by himself, without clashing at all against any 
concern of the public. And possiblyi in this capa- 
city, I may show the best side of his character ; 
and, for the advantage of that design, sh^ here 
recount his retired ways of entertaining himself 
from his first coming from Constantinople to Eng- 
land. He delighted much in natural observa- 
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tions. and what tended to explain medianic 
powers ; and particularly that wherein his own 
concern lay, beams and scales, the place of the 
centres, the form of the centre-pins, what share 
the fulcrum, and what the force, or the weight, 
bore with respect to each other ; and that he might 
not be deceived, had made prooi^ by himself of all 
the forms (^ scales that be could imagine could be 
put in practice for deceiving. 
SpoUed a During the first sessions of parliament in the 

project of 

(Miing reign of King James II., he spoilt a hopefiil 
project with a few words; which project some 
courtiers had hammered, for profitable purposes, 
to the public, no doubt, to be passed into a law. 
And that was to have an office for the 'proving 
and sealing of all beams and scales. This had 
been like the aulnage, that sell seals by the 
bushel ; an office of mere profit, which succeeds 
in the nature of a tax upon the woollen manufac- 
tory. When he was told of it, he assured the 
concerned, that no man, that bought, or sold, 
would trust a beam the more for their seal ; be< 
cause a slight fall puts the best beam out of order. 
And, for fear of such accidents, men weigh cross ; 
which certainly exposes false scales ; and . mer- 
chants, though they buy abroad, weigh again at 
home ; and there could be no assurance of scales 
without proof. Sd that project dropped. 
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with con&irmitj, mention here 
tation he had of all projects. lihaty and jn&tioe »«* derided 
being his farourite patrons of trade. Once he them, 
was tempted by a great lord, his brother-inJaw, 
then in an advanced post at court, to come into a 
copper mine in America; which was held forth 
to be wonderful gainful, and nothing wanting to 
enter and take possession, but a httle stock, which 
was proposed to be raised by selling of shares; 
and Sir Humphrey Kdwin was the cashier, took 
the money, and gave out the grtuits. ** But is it 
so rich a thing as your lordship says ?" said Sir 
Dudley. " Ay, i' God, is it," said the lord, " and 
will certainly yield cent, per cent, immediately, 
and, afterwards, not to be computed." Then Sir 
Dudley fell a laughing, and said, " If it would 
yield five, per cent in one six months, there could 
be no want of money, for such a gain that hun- 
dreds would skip at ; and if it were really worth 
any thing to a buyer, they would never come out 
of the city to the courtiers for money." The same 
nobleman had bought a sough, or drain, to a lead 
mine in the country near Wales, which was be- 
gan by one Vermuyden, but laid aside, alack, for 
want of a little money, but might be finished iq 
three months, of which there was demonstration ; 
and there would be an. Indies. The merchant 
was for giving his lordship nine months. No, the 
lord would not take it ; three was enough. Th^ 
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merchant b^^ed him to take nine, and it was 
pleasant to observe the controversy. But he raigbt 
as safely have offered him nine years ; for it is not 
dime yet. And, for all that, the sough hath had 
the honour to be often sold, and to die, with the 
South Sea, a bubble at last. I have often, on 
these occasions, heard Sir Dudley North say, 
" Fuggite gli gran partiti. Run awdy from great 
■ bai^ains.'' So I doubt he would have made but 
an indiflFerent South Sea merchant.* 
Au expert- When he Uved at Constantinople, I sent hira . 

mcDtjOiade 

St CoDguiD- a hint, touching the barometer, of an experiment 

inEngiand, which might expose, even to a direct view, the 

^ji^^l?^" manner how the air wrought iipon the mercury, 

to raise or sink it, not without some discovery of 

the consequences with respect to wet and dry. 

He tried it at Constantinople; and, after he came 

* Had we not witnessed, in our own times, the avidity 
^ with which the puhlic rush into the wildest speculations, we 

might almost have doubted the possibility of such extensive 
and ruinous delusions. At the period referred to in the text, 
as in our own days, nothing appears to haVe been too ridicu- 
lous to meet with encouragement, under the name of a " Com- 
pany." Thus a company was established, " For importing a 
number of large jackasses from Spain, in order to propagate 
a larger kind of mules in England." For the accommodation 
of these distinguished foreigners, certain marsh lands near 
• Woolwich were contracted for. A clergyman was "t the 
head of this bubble. Another of these ingenious devices, was 
" A Subscription for an undertaking which shall in due time 
be revealed." 
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into England, we tried it together. It was no 
more but this. We erected a barometer, with 
- the stagnum, in a Florence flask, and then, with 
wet bladders, and ligatures upon the neck of the 
flask, and upon the tube, we stopped all commu- 
nication between the exterior air, and that shut 
up in the flask. Then we cooled the flask arti- 
ficially, and the mercury sank at least six inches 
below its place ; and at the same time we per- 
ceived a mist to gather on the iiiside of the flask, 
till the drops b^an to he sensible, and some ran 
down, and showed water at the bottom. Then 
we heated the glass with warm water, tiU we 
came to the most furious boiling water we could 
bring upon it. And the mercury immediately 
mounted, and rose, at least, six inches higher 
than its station ; and all the mist and water dried 
up, and there was fair weather within. Then we 
pricked the bladder, and the mercury fell to its 
proper station. I do not comment upon this ex- 
periment here, it being more proper in another 



When he came first to England, all things were u.Fed 

sigbu, and 
new to him ; and he had an infinite pleasure in feared leet 

going about to see the considerable places, andj^m^^d 

buildings, about town. I^ like an old dame with °'"- 

a young damsel, by conducting him, had the 

pleasure of seeing them over again myself And 

an incomparable pleasure it was ; for, at all re- 
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tnariiables, he had ingenious turns of wit and 
morality, as well as natural observations; But 
once 1 was very well pleased to see the power <rf 
habits even in his mind, and apprehension of 
things. I carried him to Bridewell, where, ia 
the hemp-house, there was a Mr lady, well halut- 
ed, at a block. We got in and surveyed her : but 
the cur, that let us in at the door, put on his 
touchy airs, expecting bis sop at our going out, 
atid spoke hoarse and loud. My geatleman could 
not, for his life, but be afraid of that fellow, and 
was not easy when we went in, nor while we 
stayed ; for he confiwsed himself that the rascfd 
was so like a Turkish chiaus, he could not bear 
him, and wondered at me for making so sl^ht of 
-him and his authority, and really fancied we 
should not get clear of him without some mischi^ 
or other. ' Such was indeed a necessary, prudence 
at Constantinople : and not only in this, but in 
the cases of other merchants, who had lived in 
Turkey, I have observed that if there were a 
crowd, or a clutter in the street, to which modt 
people go to see what is the matter, they always. 
draw ofif for fear of being singled out to be beaten. 
In a cathedral church, I could scarce get my 
merchant to take a place with me ; but he would 
pull, and correct me, as being too forward, and 
for fear of some inconvenience. Here is a OHAse- 
quente of living under absolute and rigorous lord& 
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Whereas, amongst us, there is scarce any r^ard 
at all had to superior powers ; if I may term 
them such, that cannot punish but In mood and 
figure, and by due course of lav. 

He took pleasure in surveying the Monument, s»w *« 
and comparing it with mosque towers, and what, of and bow 
that kind, he had seen abroad. We mounted up ^^n,^ 
to the top, and, one after another, crept up the^''^'"- 
hollow iron frame that carries the copper head 
and flames above. We went out at a rising plate 
of iron that hinged, and there found convenient 
irons to hold by. We made use of them, and 
raised our bodies entirely above the flames, having 
only our legs, to the knees, within ; and there we 
stood till we were satisfied with the prospects from 
thence. I cannot describe how hard it was to 
persuade ourselves we stood safe ; so likely did 
our weight seem to throw down the whole fabric. 
But the adventure at Bow Church was more ex- 
traordinary. For, being come to the upper row 
of cdumns, next umler the dr^on, I could go 
round between the columns and the newel ; but 
his corpulence would not permit him to do that : 
wherefore he took the column in his arm, and 
swung his body about on the outside ; and so he 
did quite round. Fancy, that in such a case 
would have destroyed many, had little power over 
hie reason, liiat told him there was no difficulty 
nor danger in what he did. 
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He was so great a lover of building, that St. 
Paul's, then well advanced, was his ordinary walk : 
there was scarce a course of stones laid, while we 
lived together, over which we did not walk. And 
he would always climb to the uppermost heights. 
Much time have we spent there in talking of the 
work, engines, tackle, &c. He showed me the 
power of friction in engines ; for, when a capstan 
was at work, he did but gripe the ropes, between 
the weight and the fulcrum, in his hand, and all 
was fast ; and double the number of men, at the 
capstui, could not have prevailed against that 
impediment, to have raised the stone, till he let 
go. We usually went there on Saturdays, which 
were Sir Christopher ^^''ren's days, who was the 
surveyor ; and we commoiTly got a snatch of dis- 
course with him, who, like a true philosopher, was 
always obliging and communicative, and, in every 
matter we inquired about, gave short, but satis- 
factory answers. MTien we were upon Bow 
Steeple, the merchant had a speculation not un- 
like that of a ship, in the bay of Smyrna, seen 
Gmm the mountains. Here the streets appeared 
like small trenches, in which the coaches glided 
along without any unevenness as we could ob- 
serve. " Now this," said he, " is like the world. 
Who would not be pleased in passing so equably 
firom place to place ? It is so when we look upon 
great men, who, in their coiu'ses, at our distance, 
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seem to glide no less smoothly on ; and we do 
not perceive the many rude jolts, tossings, and 
waBowings they feel; as whoever rides in that 
coach feels enough to make his bones ache, of 
which, to our notice, there is no discovery. ■ And 
farther," said he, " let not the difficulties, that will 
occur in the way of most transactions, however 
reasonable, deter men from going on ; for here is a 
coach not one moment free from one obstruction or 
other ; and yet it goes on, and arrives, at last, as 
was designed at first." He used to observe the 
ordinary decays of building,' and where strength 
was most needed.' He took notice that compass 
arches did not press uniformly ; for, at the key, 
or crown, the joints at the upper sweep, or out- 
■ side,' pinched hard, and gaped underneath ; and 
contrarily, at the shoulders, those underneath 
jttBched, and those above gaped ; and for that the 
ipaterial, as rubbed brick, usually crushed there ; 
and that the pinching below tends to rising. 
Wherefore, to secure a compass arch, it was ne- 
cessary by weight, or some other means, to keep 
down the shoulders, which, rising, let the crown, 
or key, fell in. This sort of decay he observed in 
the great oval arches over the gates of the mer- 
chants' houses in Mincing- lane ; and how, by, the 
exabijftle of them, at Powis House in Lincoln's-Inn 
Fields, they shouldered and keyed the portico 
ardies with pieces of stone, because brick was not 

VOL. III. p 
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atroQg enough to bear the crush of sudi weights as 
hty upon it. 
f*«*°^ He observed, that the great ardies st tiie floor 

why diiera " ^ 

boHdings of St. Paul's, after the centres were struck, fell in 
twice ; and he was much puzzled to find out the 
reason uf it ; which he did, and then fancied the 
builders themselves did not know it, till after the 
second fall had showed it them. It seems sudi 
things were not to be ta^ed of there, and no 9ub< 
ject of discourse with the workmen. Hie middle 
vault was cast in three, as a middle and side aisles ; 
and the moulds were paraboUc ; so as the narrow 
aisles, on each side, keyed as high as the middle. 
Then it was apparent that the thrust of the mid- 
dle arch bore upon the voids of the two ndes ; 
and those, yielding but .a little, let the middle 
break from its truth ; and then, down they must 
come. But, not only at St. Paul's, but at many 
other places he had the like diversion ; for wher- 
ever there was a parcel of building going on, he' 
went to survey it; and particularly the hi^ 
buildings in Arlington-«treet, which were scarce 
covered m bef(»e all the windows were wiy- 
mouthed, the fascias turned SS, and divert stacks 
of chimnies sunk right down, drawing roof and 
floors with them; and his point was to find out 
from whence all this decay proceeded. We had 
conversed so much with new houses that we w^e 
almost turned rope-dancers, and walked as &mi- 
liaiiy upon joists in garrets, having a view, fteongh 
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all the floors, down to the cellar, as if it had been 
plain ground. 

He had a great inclination to build a house for^'l'^i^ 
himseU"; and, to accommodate his designing ca- ^^ pnc- 
pacity, he bought a [Jain table, and a set of ma-ve^. 
thematical instruments ; and, however he might 
miss his aims, the charge was not lost, for he left 
posterity behind him who have made better use <rf 
them than he ever would have done. But he 
drew, and I drew, and much altercation we had. 
But he never was blessed with ground in town or 
country, to let him into the pleasure of that exer- 
cise. He had a mighty fancy for that conve- 
nience, which he had made for himself in Turkey, 
called an odgera, or fire-tight room ; with a stately - 
adorned counting-house over it, to be done with 
an solid brick and stone ; so that, the doors se- 
cured (which were to be of iron) there could come 
no damage by fire to any thing in them. He was 
so kind as to come to view, and afterwards to pass 
a tittle time in the small tenement I bought ; and 
our whole time was passed in surveying and pro- 
jecting. The country people thought us con- 
jurers, pretending to survey a ground by views at- 
two stations, without measuring a side, or any 
part, but from one station to another. So, at his 
, brother's, theLord Keeper North's, at Wroxton, 
our time was spent much at the same rate.* 
• See the JAfe <iflke Lord Keeper, voL ii. p. 137- 
p2 
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These were, not only inoocent, but active and 
healthful diversions, and {when spending the time, 
is the chief point) the most commendaUe of any. 

h^S^miT ^^ domestic methods were always reasonable ; 

"'^r*' ^^^ towards his lady, superlatively obliging. He 
was absent from her as little as he could, and that 
was being abroad ; but, at home, they were seldom 
asunder. When he had his great house, a little 
room, near his chamber, which they called a 
dressing-room, was sequestered for the accommo- 
dation of both of them. She had her implements, 
and he his books of account, in large escritoires 
there ; and, having fixed a table and a desk, all 
his counting-house business was done there. The 
counting-house itself was below, where was ac- 
commodation for a man (but he took none, on ac- 
count of merchandize, after he had sent Fair- 
clough to Constantinople) and also a room, within, 
for the master ; and his brother, when in England, 
which was not long after his settlement there, 
used that. He kept a servant that wrote, and 
fcmnd him employment by copying, &c. Once he 
took a schoolmaster, of Bodicoat, near Banbury, 
to be bis butler (that was the style of his office), 
and coming once into the counting-house, he 
found an astrol(^cal scheme lying before this 
man. He took it, and " What is this for ?" said , 
he. The fellow answered, " To know if he should 
prosper in his place." '^ I 11 tell you," said bis 
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master, tearing the paper to pieces, *' if you be^ 
have yourself diligently and well, you will prosper; 
otherwise you will not," The fellow was cured 
of his astrol<^, and made a very good servant ; 
and, being preferred to the Customs at Bristol* a 
very good officer. 

Here he reckoned with tradesmen, and paid and '^"'e 

pastime, 

received what came into his own cash; but he uid diligent 
used the room above to wilder in his accounts ; chudrm. 
and his wife used to wonder how it could be that 
he should have so much to do there. Once (as I 
hinted) the Custom-house accounts wei*e brought 
there ; and be went to work with them, for mak- 
ing collections by which he might clearly solve 
the enigmas, that came from the Treasury. He 
wallowed so much in those, and with so much ap- 
plication, that his wife was afraid he would have 
run mad. There also he read such liooks as 
pleased him ; and (though he was a kind of a 
dunce at school) in his manhood he recovered so 
much Latin as to make him take pleasure in the 
best classics ; especially in Tully's philosophies, 
which I recommended to him. If time lay on . 
his hands, he would assist his lady in her affairs. 
I have come there and found him very busy in 
picking out the stitches of a dislaced petticoat. 
But his tenderness to his children was very un- 
common, for he would often sit by, while they 
were dressing and undressing, and would be assist- 
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ii^ himself if they were at any time sick, or out 
c£ order. Once his eldest son, when about five 
years old, had a chiUblain, which an i^orant apo- 
thecary had converted into a wound ; and it was 
surgeon's work for near six months ; and the poor 
child relapsed into arms again till it was cured. 
But, after the methods were instituted, the father 
would dress it himself. 
Hh w»y of In that great house he had much more room 

supplyinK 

the house than his family required. -He had seldom any 
- gar. company, except his lady's relations, and those 

not long. He used his spare rooms for operations 
and natural experiments ; and one operation was 
a very useful one, and that was a fabric.for vine- 
gar. He managed that in three vessels. The 
first had the fruit, or whatever was the ground ; 
this was always foul. From hence he took into 
the next vessel, where it refined ; and, out of that, 
he drew into a third, and, from thence, took ftn* 
use. The first was continually supphed with rai- 
sin stalks, warm water, &c. In this manner, 
after the course was begun, the house was sup- 
plied, with little or no charge, for several years. 
Loved ira- He loved travelling, but hated a coach, because 
gammer it made him a prisoner, and hindered his looking 
about to survey the country, in which he took a 
great pleasure ; and, for that reason, he loved a 
horse. I had a grave pad that fitted him, and he 
always 4^ired the use of that sage animal, that 
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was rery sure and easy, but slow. While his 
wife's mother, the Ladj Cann, lived at Bristol, he 
made aniiuaUy a visit to her ; and, when I had 
the honour to serve as recorder there, I accom- 
panied him. We joined equipages, and sometimes 
returned across the country to Wroxton, the resi- 
dence of the late Lord Guilford. We had the 
care of affairs there, as trustees for the young 
Lfwd Guilford, who was sent abroad to travel ; 
and we thought it no disservice to our trust to 
reside upon the spot some time in summer; 
which we did, and had therein our own conveni- 
ence, and charged ourselves in the accounts to the 
full value of ourselves, and the diet for our horses. 
But, our way of living there being sotuewhat ex- 
traordinary. I think it reasonable to give an ac- 
count of it. In the first place, the lady had a 
standing quarrel with us ; for we had such a con- 
stant employ, that she could have none of her 
husband's company; and when- she came to call 
him to dinner, she found him as black as a 
tinker. 

There was an old building, which was formerly ^^ 
Hawk's mews. There we instituted a latwratory. 
One apartment was for wood-works, and the other 
fw iron. His business was hewing and framing, 
and, being permitted to sit, he would labour very 
hard ; and, in that manner, he hewed the frames 
for our nece^ary tables. H« put them together 
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only with laps and pins ; but so, as served- tbe 
occasion v^ry well. We got up a table and a 
bench : but the great difficulty was to get bellows 
and a foi^. He hewed such stone as by about, 
and built a hearth with a back, and, by.meuis 
of water, and an old iron which he knocked right 
down, he perforated that stone for the wind to 
come at the fire. What common tools we wanted, 
we sent and bought, and also a leather skin; with 
which be naade a pair of bellows that wrought 
over head, and the wind was conveyed by elder 
guns let into one another, and so it got to the 
fire. Upon finding a piece of an old anvil, we 
went to work, and wrought all the iron that was 
used in our manufactory. He delighted most in 
hewing. He allowed me, being a lawyer, as he 
said, to be the best forger. We followed the 
trade so constantly and close, and he coming out 
sometimes with a red short waistcoat, red cap, 
and black face, the country people began to talk 
as if we used some unlawful trades there, clipping 
at least ; and, it might be, coining of money. 
Upon this, we were forced to call in the black- 
smith, and some of the neighbours, that it might 
be known there was neither damage nor- danger 
to the state by our operations. This was morn- 
ing's work, before dressing; to which duty we 
were usually summoned by the lady full of ad- 
miration what creatures she had in her family. 
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In the afternoons too we had em^doTment which 
was somewhat more refined ; and that was turn- 
ing and planing ; for which use we sequestered a 
low closet. We had our engines from London, and 
many round implements were made. I contrived 
a way -wiser, and we both wrought upon it hard 
till it came to perl'ection, and was fixed upon a 
calash we used. The compass of the hinder 
wheel of it was about sixteen feet and a half, 
which is a statute rod, and the diameter five feet 
and a half, the ordinary width of cart-wheels; 
which, tripled, comes near to that length. In 
this instrument there were three wheels, and 
those had indexes. The first went- about in 
thirty-two rod ; the second in a mile, three hun- 
dred and twenty ; and the third in ten miles, tliree 
thousand two hundred ; which was fine enough, 
to be done all in wood. But, whilst we were in 
high diversion, an unfortunate accident happened; 
which was this. 

Sir Dudley North's brother, and partner, Mr. Mr.Meniita- 
Mountagu NorUi, designed to go back to Constan- prUoner ta 
tinople. He went by way of France, and made ""*' 
a small stop at Paris, Intending to embark for the 
Levant at Marseilles. At that time an ambas- 
sador was going out from France to Turkey ; 
and, it seems, his curiosity went too far ; for he 
made interest to see the presents, and talked with 
more intelUgence of Turkey than ordinary. This 
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made the French nation take umbrage, and stop 
his Journey at Marseilles, and send him to the 
castle at Toulon, where he lay three yeiars and a 
half, with an immense 1ms in his affairs. But it 
made him amends in his health ; for^ living so 
long in an excellent air with an exquisite diet, 
full, but temperate, /rom a very crazy, he became 
a very athletic and sound gentleman. The news 
ef this misfortune came to us at Wroxton ; and 
immediately Sir Dudley North, who was a most 
kind relation, and particularly to this, for reasons 
hinted before, equipped for a journey to t^e what 
care he could of htm. I went with him, and 
never knew so melancholy a time in London ; for 
it was deep vacation, very few of our acquaint- 
ance in town ; and Sir Dudley North and I spent 
most of our time like two spectres, walking about 
from one person or place to another. We got 
what recommendations we could from persons we 
thought had credit in King James's court, there> 
to assure his voyage was for trade, and not poli- 
tics ; and were assured we had all that interest 
for his freedom. But that would not do; and we 
could not otherwise apply to the French court, it 
being a jealous time of war. All we could do of 
that sort, was to get a Jide of the merchants, 
signed by pubUc notaries. We had one drawn 
to signify to all to whom, &c. of our case ; and 
speaking to the merchants on the Exchange, every 
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one, we spoke to, went and signed it. This was 
sent, but without effect ; for with the French, as 
with all politicians, jealousies, with or without a 
reason, for purposes of caution, are taken as cer- 
tainties. 80, this expedition proving fruitless, we 
returned to our post in the country again. 

And there Sir Theophilus Gimcrack, as Sir M«*»ntc 
Dudley was pleased to style our way- wiser, thepu„«ed. 
wooden knight, was a call to go abroad in the 
chaise, with a design to prove the distances of 
places ; and it was no small entertainment to ob- 
serve the unaccountable variety of vulgar esti- 
mates. But, in our laboratories, it was not a 
little strange to see with what earnestness and 
pains we worked, sweating most immoderately, 
and scarce allowing ourselves time to eat. At 
the lighter works, in the afternoon, he hath sat, 
perhaps, scraping a stick, or turning a piece of 
wood, and this for many afternoons tt^ether, all 
the while singing like a cobler, incomparably 
better pleased than he had been in all the stages 
of his life before. And it is a mortifying specu- 
lation, that of the different characters of this 
man's enjoyments^ separated one from the other, 
and exposed to an indifferent choice, there is 
scarce any one, but this I have here described, 
really worth taking up. A^d yet the slavery of 
our nature is such, that this must be despised, 
and all the rest, with the attendant evils of vexa- 
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tion, disappoiotmeDtB, dangers, loss of health, dis- 
graces, envy, and what not of torment, be ad- 
mitted. It was well said of the philosopher to 
Pyrrhus : " What follows after all your victories ? 
To sit down and make merryi And cannot you 
do so now ?'' 
Liked no gjj. Dudley North made very little difference 

employ- •' •' . 

meat that how he Spent his time, provided he was doing, 
admit of and might sit ; for, being corpulent, the old 
weakness of his knees made him not stand Jong 
at his ease. When first he came over, I kept a 
sailing-yacht upon the Thames ; and the first 
time we took him aboard, he claps himself down 
upon the seat by the helm, and, taking the whip- 
staff in his hand, " By G — ,'' said he, "111 be 
admiral ;" and there he sat, and steered, with all 
the delight imaginable. And no entertainment 
pleased him bett3r than this ; because he sat all 
the while ; and, besides acting and conduct, which 
to him was always relishing, he could look about 
and talk ; which was bringing into his time as 
much of what he loved as was possible. Wher- 
ever he was, he was apt to clap him down upon 
any seat, and say, "Jo mi lamo Don Sentdre," allud- 
ing to the Spanish judge, who took all, and said, 
" Jo mi lamo Don Tomare." And he did not take 
pleasure in any thing that did not admit sitting. 
■*^™* I have but one passage, or two, to relate, be- 

taUrmet „ - 

with > CUD- fore I make a full dose ; and that is thb : I re- 

obig prin- 
cipal. 
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member, when be first came over, be told us a.- 
merry story- of one Mr. yom)g, a Turkey mer-. 
cbant, who had laid a trap for him, which he es- 
c^)ed. He was one of their principals, and had 
in their warehouse a puxrel of rotten unsaleable 
goods, which he desired should be sold, but not at 
a ruin price. He thereupon wrote a letter to his 
factors to sell the goods, but conceived in terms 
so ambiguous, that they feared the letter was not a 
dear warrant for their making such a bargain as 
he might call bad, and, for that cause, wrote him 
word that they were willing to accomplish his de^ 
sires, but feared no sale could be made without 
great loss. This letter came to the merchant; 
and he, concluding his factors had sold, wrote a 
quarrelling letter, affirming the goods were sound, 
and, if they had sold under the market, they must 
make it good to him. When this letter came, 
the merchants were preparing a dispatch positive 
for clearer orders : but, upcm this reprehension, in- 
stead of that, he sent to his principal an answer at 
lai^, and very particular to eveey point, as that, 
whereas be said the goods were sound, they an- 
swered they were rotten, and, to prove it, the 
goods were in the warehouse ; and the like con- 
clusion to every article ; which very much disr 
appointed Mr. Young, and cleared the merchants. 

I have heard , him complain of the ill usage he "i """d hy 
had from the Turkey Company, whom he badoompaoy. 
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serred with indefatigable paios, and with not a 
Uttle skill and dexterity, and hoped for some 
handsome acknowledgments, in an honorary way 
at least, from them. But, instead of that, he had, 
pven him by their secretary, articles of exception 
to his accounts. One of them was, that he had 
put a tariff upon the Company ; which is an arbi- 
trated rate, as of course, without r^;ard to what 
expenses he hod been at. The case was, he, fore- 
seeing what the Company would want fen* pre- 
sents, bought them beforehand, with his own 
money, and not theirs, as he had opportunity, 
dieap; and, when the time came, he sold them' 
to the Company at the price then current ; by 
which he had then a merchant's adventure, and 
a merchant's profit ; which was a reasonable ad- 
vantage of his employ. He answered this matter, 
and concluded that he did not put a tariff upon 
the Company ; and so to all the other articles, 
as the truth was. After which answer, he heard 
no more : but, if they had gone farther, he was 
resolved to have stood suit with them, and so to 
have exposed thetti. But he conceived that they, 
being really and truly in his debt, affected a quar- 
rel to cover the ill usage intended him. This 
made him sometimes say, that whoever served a 
CMnmunity. and did not secure his reward, would 
meet with quarrels, in the room of thanks, for all 
.the good he did them. 
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He Qever was named in a law-suit, but one : conctnti 
for what passed in the Exchequer for conventicle- \m-Mu 
monej, as was related, I account none. This 
suit was a hearing before the Lord Keeper North, 
to have a trust interpreted ; he, in right of his 
wife, b«Dg concerned to gain, if it went one way. 
1 remember my Lord Keeper said, he wondered, 
when he saw his brother go across the court, what 
chancery-suit he was fallen into ; for he had never 
so much as touched upon it in discourse. It will 
scarce be believed what rigid decorums, of that 
kind, were maintained between those brothers; 
but, I know, they were observed in utmost strict- 
ness. The Lord Keeper decreed against his 
brother; and then they were free to talk. Sir 
Ihidley North's aunt, the Lady Dacres, used to 
complain of her nephew the Lord Keeper North, 
saying that, to get himself credit, he decreed 
against her, " Madam,*' said Sir Dudley North, 
" he decreed also gainst me, that had a cause, so 
and ao." " Ay, indeed," said she, " even so he 
serves all his relations." " But, Madam," said he, 
" my adversary showed against me so and so.'' 
" Nay then,'' said she, *' by my troth I think my 
nephew served you hat right." " Pray, Madam," 
said he, " teU me what your adversary showed 
i^ainst you." Thid; confounded her so, that she 
said nom:(ffe. 
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Eu«ped B I have observed that Sir Dudley North loved 

bkdwoDiul, ... , . , , , , . 

and die a chiTping gloss IQ an evening, but hated drank- 
maniier. gnupgg . ^nd I do uot remember I have seen him 
more than flustered, as they call it, and not above 
twice or thrice, from his first coming over to bis 
death. Once he suffered hard for being, if he 
was, so ; for, coming out of the Wonder tavern, 
by Ludgate, where -he had been with the citizens 
then called Tories, he stepped short of his coach, 
and raked his shin against the edge, which fetched 
off the skin. At home, according as formerly in like 
case he had done, he put wet brown paper to it ; 
and when it festered, and run through that, he put 
another, and so till he had a case, of four or five 
thick, hard baked upon his shin ; and then it 
swelled much, and grew painful ; and a sui^on 
was sent for, and a doctor likewise, to watch the 
sui^;eon. At pulling ofi* the papers, they shot^ 
their heads, which was a symptom he did not like. 
He was put under strict rule of diet and disposition 
of himself, which he strictlyobserved ; and, when it 
was expected the wound should heal, it stood at a 
stay. The lord keeper, desiring to understand 
the .case, fdl to studying sui^ry ; and, having got 
Wraeman's Book of Martyrs, as it was called, he 
read there, that if a wound was digested and clean, 
and come to camification, the spare diet (which 
was to prevent a fever) must be laid aside, and one 
more liberal allowed. His lordship thereupon 
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prescriiied good lueals, and not without a ^ss of 
wine; and then the breach filled up in a little 
time. He had another case of sur^ry happened 
ID his family ; which was a coachman wounded in 
the leg, by an accident, in the stable. He was 
then sheriff, and wanted his servant ; and the c^e 
was such, that a surgeon must be sent for, and 
used to prevent extremity. It was so done, and, 
in a week, the surgeon set him upon his seat again. 
His bilL was demanded, whidi came to three 
pounds ; " That," said the master, " is too much 
for no more attendance." The surgeon answered, 
" that he considered his worship's occasion to use 
his servant ; and, therefore, set him up in a week ; 
else, that cure would have held a month at least." 

I must say, in the general, that, after Sir Dudley ^^i*^ 
North came and settled in England, no person •"'"no"'", 
whatever lived more imtainted with vice, of any 
kind, and more conformable to order, becoming a 
lajrman full of aff^s, than be did ; which makes 
me substract from what I did but suppose might 
have been beyond sea; and take things in the best 
sense. I must own that, when he was very angry, 
(which always happened upon his clashing with 
detected knaves, and very seldom otherwise,) he 
was apt to let go a rapper or two. He was a ' 
m(»t patient hearer; but, being once informed, 
and having ^ven his rule, if people stood out in 
the wrong, and justified falsities, he would be 

TOL. III. tt 
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intemperate, in his talk, to a veiy great degree ; 
wliich was commonly censured, as being too much. 
And here I have deposed all the evil, in the worst 
colours, I ever knew of the man. 
His eousti- It remains now to give an account-of Sir Dudley 
temper*. North's constitution, and temper of body ; and 
how' cored that, as happened, will not admit of much com- 
? g' '^^' mendation : for, at his first coming over, he car- 
ried himself "with a sort of braveur against cold, 
and used an airy garis ; but was shrewdly correct- 
ed ftM" it. I have observed of most Englishmen, 
that have lived in hot countries, that, let them 
tdce all the care they can, they will be seasoned 
at home with bad colds ; and Sir Dudley North's 
was so bad, that it left him j^thisical ; and that 
sat upon his lungs so that he could not, at any time 
after that, bear a swift or violent motion. After- 
wards he had a tolerable health, but never looked 
' upon himself to be long-lived ; and, indeed, was 

not much solicitous about it. Once he had an at- 
tack of a di^mper in his bowels, which was like 
a girdle, that cirded him round. It did not 
appear outwardly at alL He took brandies and 
clysters, and was hacked about the streets, and all 
means were applied that could be thought on to 
ease his griping, and raiew the peristaltic motion 
which seemed to cease within him, and not -mth- 
out danger of inverting. At last he s^ he wouM 
take my medicine. He had observed that when 
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I was indisposed, I swallowed a great deal t^ 
water-gruel, and scarce ever left drinking tiU I 
got well again : so water-gruel was made, and he 
drank tankard after tankard (for I had c^n said 
that it was the quantity, which, being of a nature 
cooling, might he trusted, like a long pole put 
down to crowd away ohstructions), and he left 
not off, but, more or less, drank almost continually, 
till his bowels were so full, that his lady feared 
some rupture. But, at length, he was surprised 
with a dischaige, up and down, all at the same 
instant, not as a work of nature, by vomit or stool, 
but as the effect of a compression, even against 
the force of nature resisting it. Such an explosion 
(^ all that was within him, happening in that 
manner, was a crisis, the doctors said, they had 
never known before. But it ciu^ him all at 
once ; and he never had any like complaint as 
long as he lived after. 

He had removed from his irreat house in the C»aie to 

" live with 

city, and came to that in the piazza, which Sir hu brother 
Peter Leiy formerly used, and I had lived in alone coreat 
for divers years. We were so much blether, '^"'**^ 
and my incumbrances so smallj that so lai^ a 
house might well hold us both. I believe he 
found that he wanted air every day more than 
other, and was determined to buy a country 
seat, to enter upon in the spring, cost what it 
would. 

q2 
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Journey to When the lonff vacation came, we went down 

Bristol-, at „. , , , 

bU retuni, tO WroxtOD. as OUT late use was, and,- towards 
^^^yf' Mighaelmas, we parted ; he towards Bristol, to 
see his relations there, and I towards Norfolk, 
taking Attleborough in my way ; from whence, at 
his desire, I saw Besthorp, and recommended it 
to hira. I returned to London, and was there 
before him. After he was come up, his lady 
Ewd that she observed him very heavy all that 
autiunnal season, and, in the journey to London, 
had no heart nor spirits to mind things, as formerly 
be bad done.. He had not been long in town, 
beforfe his winter enemy, a cold, attacked him. 
He, being phthisical, never shifted well with a 
cold ; but it was his resolved way, to carry his 
evils about with him, which he could not shake 
off; and so, with immane coughing and striving, 
he used to get well again. Now, he worked upon 
his books, and went abroad but seldom without 
me ; and, the last time he was at the Exchange, 
I observed an unusual deadness in bis counte- 
nance ; and he did not cough so much as usuid, 
but wanted breath ;' and very often, as one tired, 
went and sat him down upon the benches. 
HiiiiMt After we had dined, he eating and drinking 
RDd Mia- ^^T little, and being very dull, I went my way, 
TMur. qqJ igf^ him, not dreaming his case was so bad as 
it really was; for we had adjusted, two days 
after, to go down and agree- for Besthorp ; and 
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the best of our discourse, some da^s before, was of 
the good air and diversion we should have in that 
Jouniey, and what good neighbours we should be 
to each other in the country. And woe had been 
to me, if we had gone, and he had been taken ill 
in the Journey. At night, according to custom, 
I came home, and found him in bed, and his lady 
sitting silent and sorrowfiil in the room, with 
Mr. St. Amand, the apothecary. This was a 
strange scene ; but, it seems, in the afternoon, his 
faareath had almtrat left him, and he grew fiery hot 
with a fever, and not able to sit up, as he would 
have done if he could. He was thereupon put to 
bed, and, as I found him, lay gasping for breath, 
without any manner of dischai^e, or offer at 
coughing, whereby he might have been a little 
relieved. He discoursed seriously, that he found 
himself very ill, and concluded he should die; 
that he knew of no cause of this illness on his 
part, and God's will be done. Dr. Radcliff was 
sent for ; and he, observing his breathing with a 
syncope, or small hiccup, (if those may not be 
counted one and the same term) asked if he was 
used to breathe in that manner ; and, somebody 
sajdng "" No," he asked no more questions, con- 
cluding, as I believed, that the patient could not 
recover. The next day, the minister came, and 
he had the holy sacrament given him; and, whilst ■ 
he lay ill, which was not above two or three days, 
the prayers of the church. 
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Hii K^ He had no medicines but a little cordial julap, 
course, tmd and, as RadcliiT prescribed, a pectoral, more for 
finddepar-^j^ than any thing else, being only, a little fresh- 
drawn linseed oil. He was, as I perceived, re- 
solved not to be a subject of the artist's experi- 
mentations, and did reluct at that nauseous medi- 
cine, and was just going to declare, I had almost 
said swear (as, in the height of passion, sometimes 
- he did) that he would not take it ; but he stopped 
in that instant, and I know not if any one, but 
myself, observed it ; and then he said, " What 
you will," without any disturbance at all. I 
thought religion, as well as reason, whispered him 
that his time was his friends'-, and not his own, and 
that he should not add affliction to them by any 
averse singularity on his part, which he might 
prevent by his entire resignation ; and, from that 
time to the last, he behaved himself accordingly. 
Mr. St. Amand, who had been our neighbour and 
acquaintance, and with whom we used to talk 
merrily about his trade, and how little life (truly 
considered) was worth, thought now that he had 
got a convert, with a large table and window- 
boards to be furnished with pots and glasses ; hut- 
he found little or nothing, of that kind, called for; 
and a patient too, who was not concerned at his 
case, but seemed as willing to die as to live. 
• This affected him so much, that he could not hold 
saying, " Well, I never saw any people so willing 
to die as these Norths are." Sir Dudley lay not 
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long in this manner ; but, in all good sense, con- 
science, and understanding, perfect tranquillity of 
mind, and entire resignation, he endured the pain 
of hard breathing till he breathed no more ; which 
happened on the 31st of December, 1691. 

After this, his almost dyine widow retired ; interred in 

' " CorentGar- 

and it fell to my share to provide for the funeral, den church, 
which was honourably celebrated, and his perish- red to 
aUe part deposited in Covent^arden church, near '"'' 
the altar. His' lady, recovering herself by slow 
degrees (for her grief had no cure but time), under- 
took the change of educating her two sons, his 
only remains, and making the best of their for- 
tunes, which were amply provided by his last will, 
and, for their sakes, of her own: for she con- 
tinued a widow twenty-five yeara at least ; during 
which time she lost her younger son lU^er ; which 
loss was alleviated, by her having the happiness 
to see her eldest son Dudley married and settled 
in prosperity, with his family, at Glemham in 
Suffolk. And when her time of change was 
come, she chose to lie in the parish-church there ; 
adding her desire, that the corpse of her husband 
might be taken up, and, being joined with her's, be 
conveyed down, and interred both together. All 
which, by due order and authority, was piously 
performed. 
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APPENDIX I. 



A Letter from Adriatwple to one of the Duke of 
Tuscanifs Ministers, resident at Constantinople, 
giving an account of' the Feasts and Solemnities 
at the Circumcision of a Turkish Prince, and 
other occasions. 

" SIGN OK, 

" Credo che gia tempo fa m'liaverete creduto 
pur sepulto ; e, per dirvi il vero, non sete ingan- 
nato ; giache ht^gi di sono piu di 4 mese che mi 
trovo in questa maladetta citta. II che stimarei 
Don solamente piu che il sepulchro, ma anche piu- 
del purgatorio, e non altro che 1' inferno istesso, se 
non fusse che un giomo spero redemptione. Basta, 
pur trattenervi un poco, vi daro un conticello del 
nostro viaggio. 

" S. Eccellenza parti dalla sua casa io Pera il a"*" 
di Maggie 8.V. con uU'grandissimatrena; esseo- 
doci in tutto piu di 120 cavalli, con 55 carri pur 
baggaglio, et una Lettica doppia portata da 4 muli 
attacati insieme, a due a due, dove montava S. Ec- 
cellenza et il Sig' Cavagliere. E di sopra, pur 
hon reapetto, una carrozza da sei. Vi lascio con- 
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TRANSLATION. 



SIR, 

I BELiEVK length of time makes you conclude 
me bmied; and, to say truth, you are not much 
mistaken ; for it is now above four months that I 
have abode in this accursed city : a state to rae 
beyond the grave, and worse than purgatory, 
even hell itself, were it not that one day I hope 
for a redemption. I^et it suffice at present, that, 
for your diversion, I present you with some slight 
account of our voy^e. 

His excellency parted from his house in Pera, 
2nd of May, old style, with a very great retinue, 
there being in all more than a hundred and 
twenty horses, with fifty-five carriages for the bag- 
gage, and a double litter, borne by four mules har- 
nessed tf^ther, two and two, and there rode his 
excellency and the knight. Besides all this, for 
more honour, there was a coach and six. I give 



jz.Google 



234 LIFE OF THE 

siderare un ppco^ quanto ci ha costato ia metterci 
in questo ordine. 

" Sequitassitno per il primo conak, non piu che 
a ponte piccolo, dove mi ha sorpresso una buona 
febretta, per havermi affaticato troppo pur la 
speditione. E cio fu la causa, che la carroz- 
za da sei tocco a mi per la ma^or parte del 
viaggio. 

" Nove giomate facemmo pur arrivar qui; e 
nel entrar la citta haTemmo tutti gl* honori (che 
i Turchi vendino alii Franchi pur loro bezzi, come 
chiaus bashi, &c.) in superlative grado : e con 
buona ragione ; perche noi mercanti, che pagamb 
bene, non dovevamo privarsi di questa robba ven- 
dibile. 

" Entrati nella citta, ci dessimo tutti all diavolo 
pur conak ; di che erimo malissimamente provisti 
a colpa del Sig''. Antonio, che stava qui SO giomi 
avanti di noi a quest' effetto. 8. EcceUenza et il 
Sigr. Cavagliere, mal sodisfatti che erano, besogna 
che havessero patienza per 2 o 3 gionii ; nel qual 
mentre fecero un Judeo ricco suotar la sua casa. 
Et lo, per mia parte, scacciai il Sig'. Antonio 
del proprio conak, et ho posato con buona com- 
modita. E cosi, da poco a poco, tutti trovaasimo 
a nostri busi,~ e stiamo in santa patienza. 

" Subito che arrivassimo (come se havessero 
aapettato) cominciarono le feste pur la diconci- 
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you Leave to consider a while, what it must cost 
to bring this equipage into order. 

We travelled and made the first day's journey 
no farther than the small bridge, where I was 
surprised with a jolly fever, got by over-harassing 
myself about this expedition ; and, for this res- 
son, the coach and six fell to my share the greatest 
part of the joimiey. 

' After nine days spent upon the road, we ar- 
rived here ; and at our entrance into the rity had 
all the honours (such as the Turks sell to the 
Franks for their money, as the chiaus bashi, &c.) 
in a most superlative degree. And reason good ; 
for we merchants pay well, and ought not to be 
deprived of our wares. 

When we had entered the city, we wished the 
devil had our lodgings ; of which we were most 
miserably provided, and all in fault of Signor An- 
tonio, who was thei'e fifty days before us, for that 
very business. But his excellency and the knight, 
ill satisfied as they were, were forced to have pa- 
tience for two or three days ; in which time we 
got a rich Jew out of his House. And, as for my- 
self, I turned Signor Antonio out of his quarters, 
and there reposed with good conveniency. So, by 
'little and little, every one found his kennel, and 
we rested in the exercise of blessed patience. 

No sooner were we arrived, but (as if they 
stayed for us) they began the sports for circumci- 
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sione del filio del G. Sig''. £ tutto il serai qua 
(overo pianura avanti il seiraglio) vien quasi co- 
perto dalle padiglione de G. Sig''. et altri ; dico la 
parte la dalla citta ; lasciando solamente lu<^ho 
bastanti per li giuochi; quale era anche fumito 
di cordi per ballare ; e verso la citta havera ma^ 
chine alzate pur metter lanipade. 

" Queste lampade occupavano del luc^ho qua- 
dro 2 bande, I'una e I'altra aperte verso il serra- 
glio ; et il di sopra pieno di padiglione dove sta- 
vano ti graudl. Le lanipade del una banda erano 
disposte a foggia del Ramasan nelle mosche, £ nell' 
altra erano mana^ate da Arab! nella forma che 
fanno le feste sopra il Nile. 

" Queste benedette feste durano per il spatio di 
15 giomi, e la funtione si fece di questo uiodo. 

" Ogni giomo circa il mezzo di, il Grand Sig'. 
dava da mangiare a qualche sorte di gente, come 
aUi spahi, alii gianizeri et altii ; et anche a tutti 
gl' artifici, non solo di questa citta, ma di piu a 
quelli di Constantinopoli, che tutti furono convi- 
tati per amor de gli present! che dovevano portare. 
Quest' ultimi, il giomo cbe erano chiamati, usci- 
rono della citta come fanno quando il G. Sig'. 
va alia guerra (che voi habbia vbto) con solenne 
processione del lore mestiere ; et in questa foggia 
si presentarono tutti avanti il G. Sig^. che in 
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sion of the grand signor's son. All the other side 
of the aeraglio, that is, the plain before it, waa 
almost covered with the tents of the grand signor 
and gr^at men ; I mean that part that is farthest 
fVom the city, leaving room only sufficient for the 
sports ; and that was also provided with ropes for 
showing tricks ; and towards the city were erected 
frames for placing of lamps. 

These lamps supplied two sides of the square, 
' both lying open to the seraglio. The upper sides 
were taken up with the tents of the grandees. 
The lamps, on the one side, were disposed 
like those in the mosques at time of Ramazan ; 
and, on the other side, they were managed by 
Arabs as they use at the shows upon the river 
Nile. 

These cursed sports lasted fifteen days, and the 
formalities were performed in this manner. 

Every day about noon, the grand signor feasted 
some sort of people or other, as the spahis, jani- 
zaries, &c. ; so also all the artificers, not only of 
this city, but of Constantinople also, who were all 
invited for the dear sake of the presents they must 
make. These latter, on the day of invitation, . 
went out of the city in the same manner as when 
the grand signor goes to the wars (which you 
have seen), in solemn procession of their trades ; 
and so they all presented themselves before the 
grand iignor, who, in proper person, stood to re- 
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persona stara pur rece¥er' il loro presente : quale 
coQsignato che I'havevano, si retirauo al destinato 
lu<^ho, dove empivano la pancia di buoo pilaw ed 
aqua beoedetta. 

" E giache parlo di presente, vi dico che tutti 
quelli, grandi e piccoli, che teoevano dell' im- 
perio, non solamente bashi, ma anco tutti i cadini, 
erano obligati di mandare o portare presente A 
questa solennita ; e questo ancora non a loro be- 
neplacito, ma era stabilito im officiale di propo- 
sito, che le guardava se erano degni, e pareche 
volte tomavano quel che portavano a dietro per 
non esser sufficiente. E non solamente si dava 
al 6. Sig^. ma ancora alia valide, stassiche, et 
stiazadi. 

" All' honore d'essere chiamato a questa festa 
non fa ammesso altera Franco che il Raguseo, che , 
fu chiamato col' sue presente, coine gU altri sudditi 
del imperio. Noi (pur che eramo qui) non hab- 
biamo havuto quest' honore, ne meno si fece conto 
di noi -come se qui non fussimo statL 

" Considerate voi quanta robba si amassava da 
si gran concorso di popolo : basta. Finito ch' era 
il mangi^^ {essendo questa una festa di circon- 
cisione) tutti ch' havevano figlioli d' eta d'esser 
tagliati fiu-ono presentati avanti il G. Sig'. 
quale ciascheduno fece presente di robbe e di 
dinaro. 
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ceive their presents. Those being delivered, they 
all retired to the place appointed, and there stuffed 
their bellies with pilaw and precious cold water. 

And having, spoke of presents, I must add that 
all persons, great and small, that depended on the 
govemment, not only bashas, but every little, 
justice, at this solemnity, were obliged to send or 
bring presents ; and that not after their own good 
wills, but an officer express was appointed to see 
if they were. as they ought to be; and sometimes 
they turned back the presents as not competent. 
And they must give, not only to the grand signor, 
hut also to the queen-mother, the queen, and the ' 
prince. 

No Frank is admitted to the honour of being 
invited to these feasts but the Ragusean, who 
was invited to come with presents, as other sub- 
jects of the empire. As for us (although present) 
we were not called to that honour, nor had any 
more of their regards than if we had not been at 
all there. 

Imagine with yourself what a world of riches 
must be gathered from such a vast concourse of 
pet^e : I say no more of that. After the meal 
was over (if it happened to be one of the circum- 
cision days) all who had children of age fit for 
that operation, brought them to the grand signor, 
vho presented each with some garments and 
money. 
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" In questo non raancava di comparire diversi 
Christiani fatti Turchi per farsi t^Hare- con gl' 
altri ; et in questa maniera non mancava giorno 
che non si circoncidessero da 300 in 400 persone. 
E nel mentre che questa si feceva, cominciarono 
gli giuochi, che erano ball! di figUoU vestiti da 
donne, con miUe sorte di niascaralick, di sta^i 
evat, coda, e tutti quetli sporchi giuochi che 
voi havete spesso visto in Const. Qui pure 
venivano tutti quelli persone che potevant) fare 
qualsivoglia cosa d' estraordinario, come saltarci 
lottare, portar peso estraordinario, o far qualche 
cosa di nuovo ; e quel che era da verameiite di 
grnnde, in un medessima tempo, in quella gran 
piazza, si fecero piu sorte di giuochi, come a dire, 
ballare in su la corda in piu maniere, et anche 
molte compagnie che ballavano in terra, in di- 
versi habbiti,- altra alia Persiana, alia fo^a tore, 
altri compagnie alia Indiana, altri alia Turchesca, 
et altri mascherate in mille maniere. 

" Fuori di questi in piu luc^hi fecero comedie 
e diversi colloquij sporchi, il fotere, et il bugearare 
alia naturale. Piu di questo fecero alcuni navi e 
galere bastanza grande, da potar capire 2 o 3 per- 
sone dentro, e queste pendevano sopra corde grosse 
in modo che potevano menarle qua e 1^ ; e cosi 
fcA-mavano combattimentinavali, dando spesso ftio- 
co alli piccoli canonetti che havevano gU huomini 
ch' erano dentro. Ma questo era un si maliatto 
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ITiere wanted not Christians turned Turks ap- 
pearing daily to be circumcised with the .others. 
And, in this mannar, no less than between three 
and four hundred persons were every day circum- 
cised ; and, during that work, the sports b^an, 
which were of young men dancing in the habits 
of women, with a thousand Jack-pudding tricks, 
puppet-shows, and all those obscene representa- 
4iot)s you have often seen in Constantinople. For 
all persons that could do any thing extraordinary, 
as dance, wrestle, carry vast weights, or perform 
any novdty, came there at that time ; and what 
really seemed great, in the same great square, and 
at the same time, were performed divers sorts of 
entertainments, as roye-dancing in several man- 
ners ; and also many companies dancing on the 
ground in different, habits, some in Persian habits, 
in their way, others Indmn, some Turkish, with 
other masquerades in great variety. 

Besides all these, in divers places, they had a 
sort of farces acted with several filthy dialc^es, 
and all kinds of obscenity acted most naturally. 
And also they contrived certain ships or galleys 
ef sufficient bigness to contain two or three per- 
•ons within, which they suspended from lai^ 
ropes, so as they might tiun them several ways, 
whereby they formed a kind of sea-fight, often 
firing the little cannons they had within ; but this 
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sporco e redicolo disegno, cbe p^^o noo poteva 



" Finito il giorno in qaesta maniera, doppo un' 
hora o due di respiro, cominciando T OHCUro deUa 
notte, davano prJacipio all' fUochi artiiiciali: 
essendo formate tntte le lampade in superbisaima 
matiiera, et intorao ddia piazza Vera un mimeTO 
infinite di questi Arabi massalagini con loro fuo- 
dhi in mano, che questi pure facevano un belve- 
dere. 

^ Posto tutto in ordine, cominciavano ad ao- 
cender le machine che furono gempre assai, e delle 
Totte passava piu di 20 diversi che brugiarono la 
una notte. Oltre di questo erano ancfae huomim 
in diversi parti che lasciavano andare per aria 
detle rochette in una infinita, e grossisdmi, E 
cosi durava la festa delli fuochi sine a mezKft 
notte. 

" Non posso particolarizare questi Fuochi, perche 
sarebbero in gran numero. Ma d'uno che a me 
pereva estnuH-dinario, non posso che fame in«n- 
tione ; qiiale, benche ibsse simplice, era pero jan 
di stt^re, che d' arte. Era fhtto in terra, e dan- 
dc^li fiioco, vomitara fiiori quantitji di sdotille a 
filggia del rochetta ; ma la maeiia nc« st menaTa 
AiUi ma etav asempre finna in teira, d' onde, come 
d&oo, Tod^tando quel fuoco che quad &ceva tre- 
mat U teira, col' rumore e tuono, e coll' horrare 
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contrivance was in thie des^ of it so deformed 
and ridiculoiu that worae coidd not have been 
made. 

After the work of the day was done in this 
manner, and a breathing-time of an hour or two 
past, and it began to grow dark, the fire-works 
b^;aB to play ; all the lamps wqre put in their 
places in manner most glorious; and round the 
square stood an infinite number of the Arab fire? 
carries ; with their grates lighted in their hands ; 
obA that in reality was a fine appearance. 

■ When all things were in order, they began to 
give fire to the machines, which were always in 
abundance ; there being no less than twenty or 
move discharged every night, and, besides these, 
men were placed about in the square, who sent 
vp into the air rockets without number, and (^ 
l^est size. And, in this manner, the entertain- - 
ment of firerworks lasted till near midnight 

7%ese fire-works were of so many kinds, I cua-r 
not describe them all particularly ; but one, which 
to me seemed most extraordinary, I must take 
notice of; and that, [dain and simple as it was, 
bad more of astonishment than art ; it was set in 
t^ ground, and, being fired, vomited up a world 
of c^arkling stuff, like to tiie trains of the uodcets, 
hnt the body of it stirred not, being fixed in the 
earth ; but, as I said, Irom thence vomited up such 
fire, as made the very earth as it were tremble, 
r2 
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di fuoco, rendeva una vbta piu tbsto spaventevole 
che dilettevole a spettatori. Ma questo, pur che 
c'andavo spesso, non me era riuscito pero di 
vederlo piu di 2 volte, facendolo raramente, e non 
senza particolar' ordine. 

' " Altro di strano fuora di questo non tralasdo 
di dirvi, d' una sorts di rochetta, che lasciavano ; 
le quali non facevano quella coda, o crine, che 
haveva gl' altri, ma solo tanto che bastava a non 
perder di issi la yista ; e con tutto cio montavano 
piii alto di gli altri, e con piu forza ; e doppo la 
bota che ancora era grande, lasciavano tnolte stdle 
e fochetti per aria. 

" Gli astanti potete ben' credere ch' erano assai, 
ehi a piedi, e chi a cavallo, e per gV ultimi vi 
lasdo pensare che potevano havere poco riposo, 
giache li cavalli dandosi un' sopra 1' altro in cento 
maniere, facendo una confusione terribile. " E si 
puo dire se mai h stato un ballo di cavalli nobili 
era quella volta, giache nell' istesso tempo si vede- 
vano noD so quante millaia che facendo ogn* uno 
a modo suo senza haver* minimo respetto a chi le 
doveva governare. Ma, per dirvi il ^^usto di 
questo godeva poco, giache piu volte qiiantumque 
procurano al possibile d' haver un cavallo mite ; 
mi toc'cava nondinieno esser hell' ballo, e non con 
poco risigo, onde non hebbi tanto gusto di qu'esta 
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with such a roariDg aod noise, and with such hor- 
ror from the fire, as with the appearance rather 
dreaded than delighted the spectators ; but though 
I went often, it was not my chance to see this 
ahove twice ; for they used it seldom, and then not 
without express orders. 

There was another strange thing, which I shall 
not CHuit to tell you, being a sort of rocket sent up 
without such tail or train that others had, but 
only so much as served just to keep sight of them ; 
yet they mounted higher than the others, and with 
greater force ; and after the bounce, which .was 
also very loud, they scattered abundance of stars, 
and libUe fires in the air.* 

You may imagine here wanted no spectators, 
some on foot, and others on horseback. ; as for the 
latter, I refer to your own thoughts, how far they 
were from being at ease, while the horses flung 
one over another a hundred several ways, in ter- 
rible disorder. And I can aflSrm, there never was 
such a dance of brave horses seen as at that place ; 
for, at one and the same time, you might observe, 
I know not how many thousand of them, every, one 
acting af^er bis own caprice, without any the least 
regard to those that pretended to govern them. 

*lITheae weredischargedout of mortar pieces; which then 
beinj; & new thing, or out of this gentleman's way to under- 
stand, he writes it as a wonder.D Note in lUJirtt EdUum. 
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pvte^ se tion Axrppo haver troVato U vaodo di 
lascisr' il cavidlo a buona distooza. 



" Vi doveva dire ^' fwiaoipiio, tte ^questo qna- 
dio, dove giuodi&vano) era sempre circondato ds 
giaTiBizeri con le ioro naitre ia testae e pastortli 
neH^ ihani, che non lasdavano d' accoster ttoppo 
la fdla della gente, che mai non mancBTa ; «t «a- 
cora per remediare alle teste rotte, che sWebben 
state, se tutto il govemo fosse restato a Ioro, era- 
no ordinatl circa cento huomini vestiti tntti de 
cuoio, con una beretta giusto alia fc^^ ddla 
mitre de' nostri vescovi, la quale era adomata cm 
diversi spnagli che sopra erano attaccate, havendo 
vnche ciaschedimo in maao iin utro (detto in Tur- 
fchesco, tulum) quale, come pul'e tntto fl Ioro 
habitOt ecB, uotd d' ogtio; e pur capo di quoti 
iMverano messo un ctxpb piu redidulo c^ tatA sfe 
fM>s5a vedere; ess^do di 8t»tiH^ altissima, e A 
ftiodo grosso, e con certA pancia, che il ved^to 
bastava a cavar riso da un sasso. Cestui vestito 
di rosso, come on cardiuale, comandava s(^>ra 
quella trui^ nera, e dove vedeva B popolo jwe- 
mer' piu, mandava una squadra che subito face- 
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And to tdl you the Utith, I had small joy in Hob 
■dircrgioD ; and, however we endeavoured ell that 
was possible to procure horses that were tempe- 
rate, yet I could not help making one iu the 
- dance, and that not without mudi hazard, which 
Dot a little retrenched my enjoyments, till I found 
out the way to leave my horse at a ^ood dist«ice 
from me. 

I ^<Hdd have told you at first, that the square, 
whme these spOTts were acted, was always sur- 
rounded with janizaries, having their caps on 
their beads, and staves of coirection in ibeax 
hands ; and these ceased not to lay on upon the 
PK6S of people, which was never wanting. But 
to prevent the ba^aking of heads, which had been 
I^nty, if all had been ]s& to tfaeir discretii»i» 
t^ere was an ordinance of about one hundred men 
dressed all in leather, with caps just like our 
lashops mitres, and those set off with divers Iktle 
hdls made fast to the tops of them ; and each o£ 
them had in his hand a btvaccio-^in (eaUed in 
Turkish, tulum) which, as well as their garments, 
were all anointed with oil; and for captain of theae 
they ibund out & figure the most ricticulous tiiat 
tvar was seen, being exceeding t^, and very &t, 
with a paunch as the very sight of him would 
make a stone laugh. This fellow was dressed m 
red like a cardinal, and commanded the bladE 
Tegiment, and vhere he saw the peq>le press 

D,q,i,i=dbvGoogIe 



248 LIFE OF THE 

vano lu(^ho, perche sempre menavano i lori atri, 
che, dove toccava, lasdava un segno, e guastava 
la robba. 

" Di questa maniera ftirono celebrate le feste 
della circoncisione per lo spatio di 15 giomi con 
poco Tarietfi; facendo per la jna parte le mede* 
sinie cose. E spinte che erano, succede il santo 
gicnno di Mertut, overo la feeta per la nascitS del 
profeta Mahomet. Dove habbiamo visto il G. 
Sigr. et il principe andar' alia moschea con molta 
solennita ; pero con la sua gente di'serraglio senza 
che nessuno altro a. raescolasse, e quelta sera il 
poveretto perse il preputio. Ma non (come dicono) 
senza granidissima repugnanza ; il padre teneDdolo 
per forza mentre si fece il sacramento. 



," Chi sa ? forse il poveretto haveva qualche in- 
stinto divino al' Christianesmo che lo fece fare 
questa resistenza. Si puol' credere che sarebbe 
stato piu facilmeate contentato alia ceremoiiia dd 
nostro santissimo battessimo. Voglia Iddio che 
quando sara per regnare, si reoordi di questa vi- 
olenza, e che nOn permette che piu sene faccia a 
nessuno ; et allhora i nostri padri e irati potranno 
sperare un m^lior raccolta di quella che trovano 
fra questa seta. 

"Mb jnano. Vi devo demandare perdonu per - 
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most, he dispatched a squadron that soon made 
room enough ; for thej always laid about them 
with their skins, which never touched but left a 
print and spoiled the clothes. 

In this manner continued the celebration of the 
festivals of the circumcision for the space of fif- 
teen dajs, with little variety, doing, for the most 
part, but the same things over and over again. 
At the expiration of that time came on the holy- 
day of Merlat, or festival for the birth of the pro- 
phet Mahomet. On that we had the sight of the 
grand signor, and the princes, proceeding to the 
mosque with great solemnity, being attended with 
the folks of the seraglio only, without any others 
being concerned ; and that evening the poor infant 
was circumcised, but (as they said) not without 
utmost repugnance ; the father holding it by force 
during the operation. 

' AVho knows, but this infant may have some 
holy instinct towards Christianity, which made 
him strive so ; one may believe that he would have 
heenmore easily reconciled to tbe ceremonies of our 
most holy baptism . God grant that when he comes 
-to reign, he may remember this ill usage, and not 
permit it to be done to any others. And then our 
papas and Mars may hope for a better harvest 
out of this sect than they find at present. 

But hold. I must ask your pardon for having 
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haver onunesw dirvi ddla st^enne cavalcata die 
se &tta 2 giomi ;^iina ddla circoncisioiie, ad 
boaore del iHincipe, condilcendolo tutto lo genie 
della corte per buona parte della citta al serrag^o, 
con tutta la pompa imagtnatule ; essraido iri pure 
il rizir, e tutti U bashaoi, quasi che non mancava 
altro cite la persona dd G. ^^. 

" II poy^etto era talmente adomato da gioie, 
at altri superbi f<Hiuiaenti> da quali era copala di 
modo che se perdeva, et apena se poteva ved»% il 
«Bo musino Bra tanto ^lendore. Poco araati la 
saa persona d'ano portati molti {nacul ^ chiamaso 
in Turdteaca) di qudl' c^i^onarie fatti di 6oin, di 
cera et txo cantarino che havete visto portjcre 
ayanti k epose, e sono ^■aDdi o piccdi conforaie 
alia apesa che cont^tano £fire. Da questi duo, 
erano molti di statura mediocre, esaendo portabife, 
che da uno, che da duo, et altri de 4 huomini, le 
quali passando facevano una bdlisaima vista. £t 
diebv di questi eraao poi duo fatti di stravagante 
altesza, e raolto grande, essendo picfai 27. di al- 
teeza. Questi duo erano pcnlati'ddH schiaid (^ 
forono in aumero piu di 250, coo alcuni grandi 
travi die passavano di sotto, e coi' fisdiio si regu- 
levano nd idzare o abbaasare, come si goveniava 
ndle galore, essendosi posti st^ra la machina certi 
coraiti a tal eflFetto; et ancora per re^erla 
acdoche non cascasse da nessuna banda, haveva 
sats vmso la cima. et erano tmuti in mano da 
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omitted to tell you of a most solemn cavalcade, 
two' days before the day of the circuittdsioii, ya 
htBiour of the prince ; all the whole court con- 
ducting him through tiie gteater part of the dty 
to th6 seraglio with aXi. Hit glory imag^aUe, there 
^l^ng the vizier ^d aH the bashas ; so that nothing 
WaA wanting but ^le .^wid signiH-'s person^ 

The little in&nt wall bo set out with jewels and 
jother ridi ontatBents, f^t it was quite covered 
wit^ thrai, so fts to be lost ; and through so much 
splendour ^oe co«ld scarce disown its little coun- 
tenance. A little before its persm'^^ canied 
aeveral of those {naati they are called in Turkish) 
dressed up trtfrnpery, made with waix flowers, and 
rattling brass, which you have seen carried bef(H« 
brides at weddii^is, and are lai^r or lesser ac- 
cording to the diarge t^ey are wiBii^ to aUow. 
Of these in pairs many weire of moderate mtc, be- 
ing borne by one, some by two, and o^ers 1^ ictox 
men to each, which, passii^ along, made a very 
pleasant view. Behmd these came two vast ones 
of extravagant iieight, no less than eighteen yards: 
these were carried by slaves in mmiber about two 
hundred and fifity,with hdp (^certain beams thitf 
passed thTMi^ underneath. These carriers w«« 
managed with a whistle so as to raise or let sink 
the burthen as they manage in galleys ; there be- 
ing placed \xpon the machine certain boatswains 
or that voy purpose. And also for surer conduct 
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altri galeotti ; poi piu sotto, dove potevaDO arrivar 
con legni, havevano attaccati '4 di questi che a 
guisa di sarsi,* erano portati, o tenuti dell' istessi 
galeotti. Et ogni volta che si firmava la machina^ 
appogiavano questi legni in terra per r^^rlo. £ 
giache queste machine erano si alte, e dovendo 
passare per la citta, havevano provisto qualdie 
giorni prima c^ni cosa per buttar giu tutto, qu^o 
che potesse ostare al' passare d' essi. Ne content! 
di questa diligent*! dubitando che forse trovarebbe 
impedimento, accio non di fennassero troppo, 
fecero marchiare appresso d' essi uii capo maestro 
di marangoni con una truppa di 50 massoni, 
ciascheduno delli quale era provisto di manare, 
9^, martelli grosiM, et altri stromenti necessarii, 
per buttar giu tutto quello che era di apparenza a 
dare minimo iastidio ad essi. E do fecero in piu 
luf^hi con una ammtrabU prestezza, saltando suj 
e buttando a basso quel che a lore pareva, seaza 
consigliare il padrone, o pure dirli con licentia. 

" HThe Italian word, which the hononrable author of this 
work has left antrauslated, is here, in the Italian, mm. 
Now I cannot find that there is any such word in the Italian 
language. I have not the tniginal MS. of this letter b; me ; 
but I am apt to think that the word, there, was sartt; which 
signifies ropes, or cordage for ships, and particularly the 
shrouds which keep the mast steady. And what confirms 
in great measure my conjecture, is a print of this nacul, at 
pageant, which I found whilst I was looking over Sir Paul 
Rycaut's History of the Turks, vol. iL For in that there are 
six ropei, three on one side, and three m tlM other, fizAl 
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of this, SO as it might not fall any way, they had 
*. . . near the summit, which were held by other 
slaves ; and underneath, where they might fix 
long staves, four of them were ^plied, which as 
the * . . . . were also carried or held by the same 
slaves. And whenever the machine rested, tfaof^e 
were pitched on the ground to stay it. And these 
being so very tall, and to pass through great psrt 
of the city, for some days before they had made 
provision by beating down all things that might 
obstruct their passage. And yet, not being satis- 
fied with this provisioh, and suspecting some im- 
pediment might happen, and to prevent all delay, 
they bad, marching near, a master, carpenter with 
a troop of fifty workmen, every one provided with 
his adze„ saw, sledge, and other necessary tools 
fbr battering down all things that but seemed to 
be in the way ; and they did as much in several 
places, with a wonderful dexterity, climMng up, 
and then beating down as they pleased, without 
consulting any owner, or so much as saying " By 
your leave, sir." 

near tlie siunmit of the pageant, and hanging down froii) 
llience low enough £dt slarea to take hold of them, and »» 
keep it steady. A little below these were four long itarea, 
two on each side opposite to each other, with holes b<a^ 
through one end of them, which turned upon pins that were 
fixed horizontally to the pageant. The lower ends of these 
also were held by slaves ; and when the machine rested, those 
ends stuck in the ground, and supported it like so many 
props.3 Note in ike firk EdUioH. 
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** la queata msntera fh condotto il prineipQ al 
setra^io, e m«ttendo queste due machine avanti il 
kiosk, V altre piccole portate dentro ;' e oosi fatte, 
come primo ho detto, la olrconckione, fu fioita 
questafestA. 

" Noi speravamo d' obtea^' andienza, e finir* 
U fatti nostri ; ma il diavolo non voM coei. ^f^ 
havera altro in testa, e per dilettare il suo p(^lo 
eletto, machinava nove feste, e non senza ragione; 
perche havendo offesa la dea Venere, peccando 
(come debbiamo credere noiChristiani all* oppori- 
tione di drcondsi Turchi e GKudei) col' smembrar' 
U cotale, voleva placaria c6L' celebrai' U sands^mi 
suoi riti del maritagio. E cosi passando nel men- 
' tre qualche ^omi necessarii pur gl' apparecbi, di 
nuoTO cominciavano altri gtuochi che vi dird 
ades90. 

" Apparechiata che fu la casa di Musaip C(^ 
lif^lu, quale era per sposar' la figlia del 6. ^g*^. 
cominciavano queste feste, la maggior parte della 
quale furono celebrate in casa fra le donne. Ma di 
fuora via, non comindarono nieate se non doppp 
kendi, dove fecevano tuttt quelli giuoelu e bal£ 
che avanti il serraglio havevano fatto prima. So- 
laxnente in materia di ballar' su la corda fac^rano 
molto meglio d' avanti ; e verantente ai viddero 
case d^ne di maraviglio. 

" Ma per non fermarmi troppo in descrivetii, n 
dird solo che ho visto un huomo montar su la 
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In this manner the prince was conve^'ed to the 
seraglio, and, placing the tvo great machines be- 
fore the kiosqtie (or bouse of pleasure), the lesser 
were carried in. So having dispatched the dr- 
cumcision, as I hare before related, this festival 
was at an end. 

We hoped now to obtMu audience, and dispatch 
all our affairs ; but the devil was of another mind, 
and had otfa» matters in hand for the solace of 
his elect, and so contrived new festivals, and not 
without cause; for having offended the goddess 
Venus, sinning (as we account, that are Christiana, 
in opposition to the circumcised Jews and Turiis) 
by a mutUati(Hi of that same, was resolved to 
appease her by celebrating her most sacred rites 
of marriage. And so, after a few days resjdte, as 
were necessary for the preparations, new sports 
b^an, as I am about to tell you. 

When the house of Musbip Coglioglu was pre- 
pared, who was to marry the grand signw's 
daughter, this festival began ; whereof the great- 
est part was transacted within doors among the 
women ; but, without, nothing appeared till aftCT 
kendi (or hour of three), and thqn all the plays 
and dances as had been before the seraglio, were 
acted over i^ain ; only the business of rope- 
dancing was much better than before ; and really 
we saw there things done worthy of wonder. 

But that I may not dwell too long upon de- 
scriptions, I shall only tell you that I saw a man 
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corda con un asino vivo, e ben grande, su le spalle. 
Ma questo il ballare . con ragazzi legati su la 
■schena, et altri ^uochi slmili, erano cose ordinarie. 
Ma quello che a me parse piu stravagante, era 
che un huomo sopra un corda ben tesa, et assai 
alta, tenendola solamente con le mani, senza 
loccar con nessun altra parte del corpo, girava 
attomo la corda 12 volte senza fermarsi, e con 
una violenza, che credo se havesse lasciato' le 
mani, sarebbe andato per aria non so sia dove, 
Di piu legavano una gran corda (overo piu atta- 
cate assieme) sopra il summo del niinarfe di Sultan 
Selim, portando 1' altro capo e I^atolo nel giar- 
dino dl detto Coglioglu ; giu di questo veoivuio 
ogni giomo 2 o 3 di questi ciambashi ; chi l^ato 
per il piede, chi per li capelli su la testa, chi 
sonando trombetta, e chi tirando pistoUe, secondo 
pareva laeglio ad ognuno, per piacer al G, Sig. 
che mostro dilettarsi piu con li balli di corda, 
che con nessun altro giuoco. La distanza dal 
summo del minar^ sino ad altro capo della corda, 
dove era legato nel giardino suditto, stimo d' esser 
tanta quanta della casa del nostro emb'. m Fera 
sino 4 cantoni dove sta il residente di Genoa. E 
la forza con la quale queste bestie descendevano, 
era tale che trovavano grandissima difficolta di 
fermarsi a basso senza romper' li ossi. 
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mount his rope with a live ass, and no small one, 
upon his shoulders ; but that of dancing with a 
boy at their backs, and such like tricks, were 
ordinary. But what to me seemed very extrava- 
gant, was when a man, hanging at a rope stretch- 
ed on high, and holding only by his hands, with- 
out touching the rope with any other part of )us 
body, turned round the rope at least twelve times 
without any stay, and with such violence that I 
believe, if he had let go his hold, he had flown 
through the air I know not how far off. And 
what was more, thfey fastened a large rope (or 
rather more than one spliced together) ' to the 
summit of the tower of Sultan Selim, and the 
other end was made fast in Coglioglu's garden. 
And every day one or two came down this rope, 
some by the feet tied, some by the hair of the 
head, some sounding trumpets, and others firing 
pistols after their own fancy, for giving most de- 
light to the grand signor, who showed himself 
pleased with rope-dancing more thaa with any 
other of the sports. The distance between the 
top of the tower and the garden, where the other 
end of the rope was fastened, I judge to he as far 
as from our ambassador's house in Pera to the 
four comers (viz. as from the Exchange to Paul's) 
where the resident of Genoa lives. These fellows 
. came down with such violence that it was found 
a most difficult thing to stop them without break- 
ing their bones. 

VOL. III. 8 ,^ , 
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" La |nu bella era cfae doppo d' eseer restate 
queste corde distese piu giomi esposte al sole et 
alia pioggia, salta capriccio ad un di questi di 
ligarsi adosso un ragazzo di 12 anni per batt«% 
il tamburo e mentre qui souava la trombetta. Ve- 
nendo appresso U serraglio di Cf^lio^u, si n^pe 
la corda^ e cade in terra. Ma la sua fortuna volse 
che DOD cade di troppo altezza, et anco cased sofwa 
un albero, poi sopra I'estremit^ delli coppi d' una 
casa, et anco doppo sopra un disgratiato Armeno 
a quale nippe la spalla, e lo ridusse quasi a morte, 
senza chi egli s'offendesse troppo ; ma pero in te- 
vato col putto pur morto. Ma in pochi giomi, 
e^ si rihebbe per non haver haruto alcun' osBO 
rotto ; et il putto havera solo una buona ferita nel 
mente. £ pur questo il G. Sig<-. diede mancia, a tatti 
tre non so quante aspre il ^omo in vita. Doppo 
questo non si fece piu quel giuoco ; sfAo tcraa' 
rono a l^are la corda nel medesimo minarl noD 
pero su la cima, ma ^presso la seconda gaUeris. 
E sopra di questa, benche si alta e lunga, ho vuto- 
piu huomini a montare e scendere ritto a {node 
andando a buon passo. 



" Doppo terminati questi giuochi, si fece la pro- 
cessione della dote, et altra. Ma piima c' andd il 
presente che il novizzo mtoidava sdla ^o&a, qyale 
era accompagnato del teflardar che fu coBipaie, 
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The best of all was, that after these ropes had 
been stretched, and for divera days exposed to the 
sun and rain ; a fancy sprang in one of these fel- 
lows to come down with a boy tied to his back, 
who was to heat a drum while he sounded a 
trumpet; and being come near Coglio^u's se- 
F^Uo, the rope In-oke, and so they fell to the 
ground. But fortune had ordered he should not 
&U &r, but in the first place to light upon a tree, 
and then upon the end of a house, and after that, 
upon an imlucky Armenian, whose shoulder wag 
put out, and there lay he for dead, but little bartn 
to the rope-daocer; yet he and his charge the 
hay, were taken up as dead ; but in few days, 
there being no bones broke, he came to himself 
again ; and the boy had only a lusty wound on 
his chin. For this accident the grand signer set- 
tled on all three a daily maintenance of I know 
not how many aspers for life. After this, they 
tKed this sport no more, but contrived to fasten 
the rope to the same tower, not at the top, but 
Bext to the second gallery ; and yet, so high tmd 
iong as the rope was, I saw many men walk up, 
and come down t^oot, g(nng upright, and at a 
good rate. 

When these entertainments were over, they 

Made the procession of the dowry, and also ano- 

titer ; but first went that of the present which the 

bridegroom made to his mistress. This was at- 

s2 



:dbvGoogIe 



260 LIFE OF. THE 

con un grandissimo allai d' altri gran persona^. 
Ma il vizir co' gl' altri bashani del banco non 
c' era. 

" Questo presente consisteva di non so quanti 
muli carricati di confectioaarie, et poi non so 
quanti altri di diversi lavori di zuccaro, formati in 
tutte le raaniere immaginabile ; come di ^preseo- 
tare elefantt, caraeli, leoni, e mille. altri specie d' 
animali; come anco di ^rdini con alberi pieni 
di frutti, tutti di zuccaro. £ per dir il vero, se 
bene nella superstitione Turchesca viene prohibito 
il far t^i sorte di figura o representatione, posso 
pero credere chi di tutto questo non fecero alcun 
peccato, giache le figure erano si rozze e mal&tti 
die r intentione del maestro era poco volte incoa- 
trata. 

" Doppo di quest! andavano molti aga in piede 
-portando ciascheduno nelle braccie, certi panni di 
rasi, rol^a d' oro, e simili pur vesti ; e questi con- 
sistevano credo di 120 persone portando 5 o 6 
resti almeno per huomo. E doppo di questi veni- 
vano le gioie tutte portate aperte in mostro al 
inondo ; la valuta dalle quale era piu di 500,000 
doUari leoni. E doppo tutto era teftardar basha 
che come compare portava il presente alia sposa. 

" Fra li present! doveva dirvi di 12 carozze di 
schiav!, e qualche 20 eunuch! che fra li altri erano 
ancora presentati. Pochi giomi doppo, menarono 
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tended bj the teftardar, who was the father, and 
a might;' train of great men ; but the vizier, or any 
bashas of the council, were not there. 

This present consisted of I know not how many 
mules loaden with sweet-meats, and as many 
others chai^d with several sorts of sugar-works> 
made up in all shapes imaginable, as to represent 
elephants, camels, lions, and a thousand other ani- 
mals ; there were also gardens with trees full of 
fruit, all made of sugar. And to say truth, if, in 
the Turkish religion, it had been prohibited to 
make any image or the likeness of any thing, I 
should yet believe that, in all this, they were guilty 
of no sin ; 'for the figures were so rude and ill- 
contrived, that the design of the artist was sel- 
dom discovered. 

Then came several agas afoot, each of them 
carrying in his arms pieces of satin cloth of 
gold, and the hke, for vests ; and these I beUeve 
were in number one hundred and twenty persons, 
carrying each five or six vests apiece, at least. 
Then came on the jewels, carried open, and showed 
to all people, the value of which was about five 
hundred thousand Uon dollars; and after all came 
the teftardar basha, who, as father, conducted the 
{ffesents to the bride. 

Among the presents I must not omit to tell 
you of twelve coaches iiUl of slaves, and about 
twenty eunuchs, which, with the rest, were also 
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la eposa in casa dd marito ; e do £eoeio con gnm- 

dissinia pompa, essendovi presente il Vizir Azem 
con tutti li grandi e loro corte. Avaoti la sposa 
era poitata la nacul in istessa maniera che erano 
avanti il principe, quando fece la sua processione 
prima die fosse drconciso, che percio non occurre 
di dJBcriverlo novamente. La sposa fu condotta 
in carozza da sei ; li fornimenti di cavalli erano 
mipcTbissiini, e la carozza era tutta fatta di piaster^ 
d' aivento. Avanti la carozza andavano motti 
ennuchi, e due ancora per banda. Era sequitata 
da piu da 30 carozze, che dicono fosser" tutte sue 
schiavi, havendo anche (^i carozza 2 eunuchi 
d'avanti, et nno per fianco. 

" £ cosi fini la processione, essendo stati pur re- 
troguardia qualche denzine di camel! con i musici, 
e loro stromenti, di strepito che fecero rumore bas- 
tante per stomare il mondo. Poco doppo passa- 
rono molte altre carozze con dame di dentro (come 
si crede) et eunuchi di ftiora. Et in quelli dicesi 
fosse la regina madre, e loro grandi della corte. 
che andavano a veder la sposa in casa. 

" Adpsso vedo Jiaver' tralasciato dirvi fra le 
ditte due processione, un altra che fii qu^a della 
dote che il G. Sig'- dava alia sua figlia, la quale 
coBsisteva di qualche centinaia di muli carriic^ 

D,q,i,i=dbvGoogIe 



HON. SIR DUDLEY NORTH. 263 

presented. A few days after, they carried the 
bride to the. house of her husband ; and thb was 
done with the greatest pomp, there being present 
the grand vizier and all the grandees with their 
attendance. Before the bride went the nacul, 
ia the same manner as they were borne before 
the prince at the procession of him before his cir- 
cumoBion, so I need not make a new descrip- 
tion of them. The bride was conveyed in a 
coadi and six horses, the furniture and harness 
of the horses -were most sumptuous, and the coach 
was all of silver plates. Before the coach went 
many eunuchs, and two on each side ; it was fol- 
lowed by thirty coaches, which they say contained 
all her slaves ; those had also, before each, two 
eunuchs, and one on each side. 

So ended the procession, there following, by way 
(rf a rear guard, divers dozens of camels loaden 
with musicians and their instruments of noise, 
that sounded bud enough to deafen all mankind. 
A little while after followed divers other coaches 
filled (as was guessed) with ladies, having eunuchs 
without ; and here, as they said, was the queen 
mother and her court, who went to visit the 
bride in her house. 

Here I find I have omitted, among these two 
processions, to tell you of another, which was of 
the portion which the grand signor gave to hia 
daughter. It consisted of some hundreds of mules 
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di masseritie di casa, con grandissima quantita di 
^oie ricci nella medesima maniera nella qua]e si 
feee la robba presentata. Ma era di molto piu di 
valore, dicono per il doppio. Et ancorn hebbe 
molte carozze di schiavi e loro eunuchi, tutti 
accompagnati dal vizir et altri grandi della 
corte. 

" Adesso mi pare d'haver finito la festa che 
spesso maldicevamo per essere state quelle la 
' causa della tardanza nostra : ma voi altri Pollachi, 
se non foste un man di bestie, dovevate lodar Id- 
dio pur la buooa conjunctura, giache qual meglior 
occasione potevate desiderare di rihavervi a pig- 
liar di nuovo Kaminetz con sciacciare a fatto li 
Turchi da quella parte che quel tempo dore il G. 
Sig''- e tutti i ralnistri grandi di quest' imperio 
erano impiegati in queste coglionarie ? Ma vi ho 
detto che cosa siate, il che non credo che negarete 
per haver perso si buona congiuntura che non ha- 
verete per molti anni. Ma di gia vi doverete pre- 
parare pur resistenza all' .unita forza di tutta 
Turchia. 

Non v<^lio finir questa letterina senza avisarvi, 
che tra li nostri maggior patimenti, s' aggiongeva 
il pe^iore, che era la peste. La quale, travag- 
liando fieramente tutta la citta, obligo sua Eccel- 
lenza, doppo 50 giorni della nostra venuta qui, a 
retirarsi con tutta la corte nel villagio , di Cara 
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laden with house-fiimiture, and then a world of 
jewels of price, in the same manner as when the 
presents were conveyed ; but these were of much 
greater value, they say double at least. And 
bere also were divers coaches full of slaves, and 
their eunuchs, the vizier and all the grandees of 
the court attending. 

I tliink now I am come to an end of these festi- 
vals, which we have often cursed as being the 
cause of our stay here. But for you Folanders, if 
ye had any more wit than the brutes, you should 
have praised God for this happy conjuncture ; for 
what fairer opportunity could you have desired to 
proffer itself for your recovery of Caminiec, and 
driving the Turks out of those countries, than 
this time when the grand signor, and all the 
great oflScers of the empire, were so busily em- 
ployed about this trumpery ? But I have told you 
what you are, and I scarce think you will contra- 
dict me, having lost so good ao opportunity, which 
you may not have again in many years ; but now 
it is the work to prepare yourselves to resist the 
united force of all Turkey. 

I shall not conclude this petit letter with- 
out acquainting you, that among the rest of our 
great mortifications, one greater arrived, which 
was the plague. For that, marching fiercely 
through all the city, obliged his excellency, after 
fifty days ftvm our first coming, to remove with 
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Agate. £ d' lode, quasi come si pers^uitaase, lo 
sciaccio fuori Delle prate dore stavamo nelle padi- 
glione. 

A me tocco d' esser sempre nella citta, che ve- 
ramente non poteva sfugire per una cosa o per 
altra, poro me si dava sempre prattica, e per piu 
parte andavo a cenna di sua Eccellenza. 



Questo SigQore (che la gente di questo paese 
cosi chiama la peste, anzi vogUno che tale era) 
quantumque furioso, e noi pure in numero di 
passa 120 persone, ^ache ncd scapavamo piu chi 
fissse possibile, non ci arrivo mai alcuni delle sue 
ferite, ma alia fine non contento di lasciarci rit- 
tonare senza qualche toccatitiaT colpi qualche due 
delli servitori. Qual caso> senza minimo indugio 
(non parendo bene aspettar altro) fu causa che si 
disallpgiassimo non senza qualche disordine. E 
ci fece pensare alia partenza verso la desiderata 
citta di Constantinopoli ; che sara fra pochi giomi, 
benche non saria seguito, se non fosse intervenuto 
tal' accidente, e di la non manchero di servirvi 
quelle trovero di nuoro doppo un' absenza di 5 
mesi, con che Sec. 
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all bis attendance to the village of Cara-agate, and 
from thence, as if it persecuted us, drove him out 
into the fields, where we abode in our tents. 

It fell to my share to be always in the city, 
which in truth I could not avoid, for business of 
one sort or other required it. Care was taken to 
find me constant employment, and for the most 
. part I went at the will and pleasure of his excel- 
lency. 

This lord (for so the people of these parts caU 
the plague, and they will have bim to be so) fu- 
rious as he was, and we being in number above 
one hundred and twenty persons, having avoided 
infection all that was possible, did not reach us 
with any of his strokes ; but at last, not content 
we should escape without a pat, he struck down 
two of the servants ; which accident, without the 
least hesitation (we not thinking fit to expect 
more) made us dislodge, and not without some 
disorder, and also admonished us to be gone to- 
wards our desired city Constantinople; and that 
will be now in a few days, but had not been 
thought of so soon if this accident had not hap- 
pened, and from thence Z shall not fail to write 
you what novelty I shall find after an absence of 
five months. 
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APPENDIX II. 

It may not be amiss to set down what I found 
amongst the papers of this honourable author, 
concerning the king's sentiments and behaviour 
at this time, because he had full opportunity of 
knowing them. It is as follows. The firmness of 
Sir Dudley North's before the king was not re- 
sented by bis majesty in the least, for aught as 
appeared then, or afterwards; so far was he from 
putting the removal or any aflfront upon him. 
And the tike appeared in divers other instances 
of this closeting ; for if men did not set up to 
censure, or advise, but answered modestly; al- 
though it was positively against his majesty's 
- desires, he did not think the worse of tbera for it. 
But if they answered pertly and pragmatically, as 
showing somewhat of animosity, or party, he 
showed some marks of his displeasure. And it 
may be proper to declare farther what I might 
observe living in the midst of these affairs ; which 
is, that the king bitterly repented the parting with 
his loyal parliament, and laboured bard to get 
another ; and this work about the tests, &c. grew 
fastidious to him, having brought many evils and 
affronts upon him. But, his party urging him so 
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incessantly, he would not break with them upon 
it. He and they had very different designs. He 

' desired of all things to compass a fair parliament, 
and I believe would have agreed with them in 
any thing moderate : but they desired to have 
no parliament at all, and invented all these 
machinations to disgust the nation in so high a 
d^ee, as really it did, that his majesty might see 
plainly that all parliaments were become imprac- 
ticable. And the proceedings were so gross, pub- 
lic, and universally urged upon the whole nation, 
that no other construction could be made of it, 
unless it were right down treachery, colluding 
with foreigners to destroy him. And that 
might be in some sort, but not in the general, 
nor in the chancellor in particular ; whose end I 
verily believe was to save -his bacon. He knew, 
and could tell his companions, that the king was 
dispunishable, and could deal with any parlia- 

- ment ; but his ministers were obnoxious, and 
would suffer, whatever else happened. No wonder 
then they were so copious in methods to have 
always this and that, and twenty matters to dis- 
patch, before the parliament was to be sum- 
moned. 

There were ^regions marks of the king's 
ui^ng against them for a parliament; for he 
more than once publicly declared it to the nation ; 
and once the very day ; which latter declaration 
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they spoikd by fixing an indulgence to it. The 
committee of regulations sat usually on Satur- 
days ; and at one of those meetings the king 
came, and was told they had resolved the next 
should be a fanatic parliament, because none else 
would answer his majesty's ends, and therefore 
they moved him to forbid all his servants, that 
were of the church of England, to stand. At 
that, the king was in a great passion, and declared 
he had always found those gentlemen to be his 
friends, and he would never believe otherwise of 
them tJU he found it ; and he should rely upon 
them, and they should all of them, that he could 
jwevail for, be chosen. Accordingly intimation 
was given to Sir Dudley North, and others, to 
prepare their interests against the writs. This 
passage I was told by some that might know, and 
would not lie. 
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My design in these papers is to frame a short aoo, shov- 
history of the life of an honourable person, some ^^^a, and*^ 
time since deceased, and to represent his charac- J!^'™" 
ter as near to truth as my stock of materiab will mendabie. 
enable me. Works of this kind may be useful to . 
such as had rather profit by the example of others, 
than apply any invention, or industry, of their 
own, towards a moral improvement ; or, it may 
be, to wear away some heavy hours in reacQng. 
As for the importance of the present subject, I 
shall hang out no bush, but submit to the peruser 
the determination, whether there was need of such 
a proverbial signal, or not. Some have affected 
to write the lives of persons long since dead and 
gone, and their names preserved only by some 
formal remains, and (ever) dubious traditions. So 
painters copy from obscure draughts half oblitera- 
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ted, whereof no member, much less the entire 
resemblance is to be found. But fiction, sup- 
ported upon seeming probability, must fill up the 
blanks, and supply all defects. In this manner 
.some lives have become redivival, but with partial 
views, tending, either to pan^yric, the advance 
of some fiivourite opinions, or factious intrigues ; 
which are fiercely pursued, while the life-scraps 
come out very thin and meagre. And, aA£r great 
length of time, how should it come ofi" better? 
My choice is of -what the present undertaking 
aims at, the life of a person* known to some yet 
living, and done by a close acquaintance and fipe- 
quent companion, who hath neither inclination 
nor temptation to court the public, or flatter the 
private. 

The moral intent here is to do justice to the 
person, and service to his family ; both whidi may 
result from the present endeavour to retrieve his 
character. And this is no slight taidi:, because he 
took express care that nothing real should remain, 
whereby, in after-times, he might be remembCTed ; 
and my memory is now the repository of most 
that may be recovered of him. Therefijre I think 
it not reasonable for me to let such an omament 
to bis family, and example of virtue, be wholly 
fi}[^ and lost ; or perhaps his name only remain, 

* ^ThJB must be understood of the time whea the autlior 
wrote.] Note in Ike^rsi Edition. 
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and that confined to a petit cyde in some musty 
genealt^ ; and scarce that, since the honour, nay 
the contisuance, of families seems to be ^ghted 
and unregarded, and since titles and estates seldom 
c<intinue in the same line above three genera- 
tions ; which makes pedigrees good for littie but 
to maintiun titles to lands and tenements at law ; 
and the remembrance of persons and families good 
for nothing at alL But yet it is hoped the de&c> 
tion is not so great, but some families will runain 
who would not have any thing valuable of their 
lineage forgot ; and others, who axe unconcerned, 
may be ^d to know examples, whether of good 
or bad, one for choice, and the o^er for aversion ; 
I hope I need not say which. But these conn- 
derations have pinned me down to the work ; and 
I see no means I can have, with decency, to 
escape. 

It hath not been in my power to gather up the Times 
precise times of all t3ie passages of this life, which ihe ity^ 
1 have mentioned ; and &3r that reason I could **™"'"' 
not write it chronologically as I desired. But 
considering that here is little or nothing of the 
public, or state's matters, which may ever require 
a nice retrospection. I chose to proceed in a style 
of familiar conversation, and as one engaged to 
answer such questions, concerning our Doctor, as 
may be obviously demanded. ' I said our doctor ; 
for, to save«ften writing a few syllables, I shall 
t2 
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treat him under that title, although usurped, luitil 
forms procure us a better warrant. And as to 
the style aimed at here, I intend it not polite ; if 
it be significant, it is well. It is hoped that the 
want of a formal distribution and subdivision of 
matters by book, chapter, and section will not be 
wanted here. The mai^nal numbers may be 
equivalent to titles of chapters; and 'then the 
series may be continual, after the model of the 
Dutch Le Clerc in his Parrasiana, whom (any 
more than the English Dr. Clarke) I would not 
follow in any thing but philology. 

S^r" ■^- ^°^^ ^°'*^*' "^^ "*^ ^^ *'^ ^**" ^"^ ^^ 
reiattoo. the Right Honourable Sir Dudley North, Knight 
of the Bath, Lord North, Baron of Kirtling, and 
Anne, one of the daughters and co-heirs of Sir 
Charles Mountagu, a younger brother of the 
Boughton family. He was bom at London, Sep- 
' tember 4, 1 645, and had divers brothers and sis- 
ters, elder and younger ; of whom, with the rest 
of his relation, which was widely extended ambng 
the chief of the nobility, a particular account is 
not here required ; and thus much is mentioned 
only to show what, in the following account of his 
life, will be confirmed.; viz. that the just value of 
an honourable descent received no diminution by 
his character. 
Tempera- When he was very young, and also as he grew 
and niiad, up, he wos of a nice and tender constitution, not 
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SO vigorous and athletic as most of his hrotfaers 
were. His temper was always reserved and stu- 
dious ; for which reason his noble parents design- 
ed him early for the church. And the rather, be- 
cause they observed him not inclined to those pu- 
erile irregularities, to which boys are ordinarily 
prepense ; but, with an unusual respect, he re- 
signed himself entirely to the order of his parents, 
and particularly in their professionary disposition 
of him ; and even at school, as well as at home, 
he behaved himself accordingly. If any thing so 
early seemed amiss in him, it was a non-natural 
gravity, which, in youths, is seldom a good sign ; 
for it argues imbecility of body and mind, or 
both ; but his lay wholly in the former, for his 
mental capacity was vigorous, as none more. 

His scholastic education was altt^ther at St. PusedBury - 
Edmund's Bury, in Suffolk, under Dr. Stephens, der a lofai 
then muster of an eminent school there. It was j^JJJ^nlt 
a piece of good fortune to be no forwarder ; for his *'™"" . 
residence there fell in the dregs of time, when, afler 
the martyrdom of King Charles I-, a Babel of mis- 
shapen powers tormented the people of England, 
until the happy restoration of King Charles II. to 
the crown, and the nation to their laws : a fit time 
for a monastic retirement ! The master was pe- 
dant enough, and noted for high flights in poetry 
and criticism, and what we now call jingling, not 
a little derived from the last age. All which quail- 
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ties were not amiss in hb employm^. Tbe worst 
o£ htm was, what his corpulence decbored, the 
being a wet epicure, the common vice of bookish 
professions. We pass by his partialities (which 
were indeed scandalous, and pernicious to mmaj 
of his scholars) because they ha^^ened to turn in 
favour c^ our doctor ; for his master was exceed- 
ingly fond and proud of him. One happiness was, 
that he was a iKtted Cavalier, then the title of tbe 
king's friends, in opposition to the -rebels^ #lKs 
from ft precise cut tiiey affected, were stfled 
Rottndheads. In the worst of those times, the 
master, in his &mily, used the forms of loyalty 
and orthodoxy ; but, being reputed little betler 
than a malignant, he was forced to nse outwardly 
an occasional conformity, by observing the church 
duties, and days of super-hypocritical fastings and 
seekings, wherewith the people, in those days, 
were tormented, though now worn out of almost 
all credibility ; and he walked to church after his 
brigade of boys, there to endure the infliction of 
divers holders forth, tiring themselves and every 
body else : and by these means he made a shift to 
hold his school. It happened that, in the dawn- 
ing of tbeBestoration, the cancer of the times mi- 
tigated ; and one Dr. Boldero, formerly a captain 
in Scotland under Montrose, and, between the 
ladder and the rope, had narrowly escaped hang- 
ing, now in episcopal orders, kept a Church of 
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England conventicle in Buiy, using the common- 
prayer ; and our master often went to his congre- 
gation, and ordinarily took some of his boarders 
with him, of whom our doctor was, for the most 
part, one. 

There may be some doubt whether the genius P»«niei« 
of an education hath that mighty influence upon nen more 
the conduct fuid morals of a future life, as com- ^ ^^ 
monly is reputed ; for we see daily young people ^^Jl^'L^ 
coming up in a strain directly oppodte to the 
opinions and usages of their families. But yet it 
is to be accounted a felicity to enter the world in 
the right way, especially in a political sense ; for 
party runs in families more than virtue or good . 
manners : for strength of mind may get the better 
of all prejudices, and even of that wliich is the 
strongest, education. And I have reflected, that 
if our doctor (as I yet presume to style him) faad 
been bred in the horrid din of exclamation against 
prelacy, Anoinianism, and popery, as the mode of 
those times rang, he had such strength of reason, 
and bias towards truth, that, in his riper years, he 
coidd not have been a fanatic, whereof the compo- 
dtion was cross^ainedness, ambition, and malice. 
But herein I must distinguish parentele from edu- 
cation ; for the latter affects chiefly those who are 
lazy in thinking, and, coming to man's estate, are 
glad to he determined any way, rather than en- 
dure the fatigue of a serious deliberation. But 
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from parentele are derived a depraved will, ioclU 
nation to evil, and manners every way corrupt ; 
which' made a venerable gentleman, the honour- 
able Mr. Henry Grey, use (in his particular phrase) 
to say often, " By G — d*s iff, ware a breed." Here- 
in our doctor appears to have had a double feli- 
city, a righteous education, and parents of just and 
- honourable principlea, if any such ever were. 
in^heS" ''^^^^ *^^ ''^PPy Restoration, and while our 
vaiiet h«bu doctor was yet at school, tlie master took occasion 

drawn by 

Mr. Biem- to pubUsh his cavalicrship by all the ways he could 
contrive ; and onS was putting all the boarders, 
who were of the chief families in the country, into 
red cloaks, because the cavaliers about the court 
usually wore such ; and scarlet was commonly 
called the king's colour. Of these he had near 
thirty to parade before him, through that ob- 
serving town, to church ; which made no vulgar 
appearance. It fell out that, about that time, one 
Mr. Blemwell, a picture-drawer, resided at Bury. 
He w,as an early friend and acquaintance of Sir 
Peter Lely, who also spent some time at gentle- 
men's houses thereabouts. Mr. BlemweU was 
allowed of by Lely to have had a very good judg- 
ment in the art of picture, but his performances 
were not equal to his skill. He was a civil and 
well-bred g«itleman, very well accepted arid em- 
ployed in the town and neighbourhood ; and. 
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BTnong others, he drew our doctor in his red cloak 
just as he wore it. And I cannot but appeal to 
this portrait, now in my custody, for demonstra- 
tion of what I have alleged concerning his grave 
disposition. The countenance is modest and com- 
posed, copied from pure nature, wherein nothing 
is owing to the painter, for it was very like him. 
This little picture is the more to be esteemed, 
because there is no other ; for he could never 
afterwards be prevailed upon to admit any to be 
made of him, as, in the course of this work, will 
be observed. 

He was much taken notice of for his amiable Aq aniiabic 

. . , ([raTityiand 

gravity ; and after he grew up to man s estate, he coume- 
retained a florid youthfulness in his countenance, jv^a^Tflorid. 
of which more will be obsened afterwards. In the 
mean time, this short relation may serve to inter- 
pret the bizarr posture and habit expressed in that 
picture. I may remember, for the credit of that 
scarlet troop, and their scholastic education, that 
.not above one, or two, of the whole company, after 
they came to act in their country ministrations, 
proved anti-monarchic, or fanatic. The effect of 
which good inclination towards the person and 
government of king Charles II. during the greatest 
disorders in his reign, appeared in a celebrated 
union of the Suffolk gentry in opposition to the 
rage of an impetuous republican faction flagrant 
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ia that country. The state of which striviBga are 

represented in the Examen,* where it was requi- 
site this mystery should be unfolded, in order to 
resolve the famous law case between Scams and 
Bemardiston. 
A perfect Tq return to our doctor ; I need not stay to 
■choiar; exa^erate his steps of proficiency in leamuig. 

and of the ^ . , . „ , , 

diacipiioe. It IS euough to allege that he was an accmu- 
pUshed scholar, which the forwardness of his 
advancement afterwards demonstrated. It could 
scarce fall out otherwise with him, having good 
parts, and having run through the whole course 
of a large school, always diligently applied, and 
little diverted by play, as most of his age use to 
exceed in. And the methods of the school were 
no shght advantage ; for the master required all 
his scholars to fill a quarter of a sheet of paper 
with their Latin themes, and write the En^h 
on the opposite page. At the presenting them, a 
de^ was set in the middle of the school, where 
the boy stood and rehearsed his theme in Latin, 
or English, as was required: and at this act, a 
form or two of boys were called for up from the 
lower end, and placed by way of audience'; and 
the master had opportunity to correct faults of 
any kind, pronunciation as well as composition. 
Tias discipline, used generally in free schools, 

* Examen, p. 516 et teq. 
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nu^ prevent an oUoquy ; as when it is said that, 
in the grand assembUea for English affairs, th»e 
are found many talkers, but very few speakers. 

After the doctor left Bury school, he passed***™^*" 

■' ' •^ went to 

ataae time at his father a house befcve be went to Cumbridge, 
the University ; which time was not lost, for his latberread 
father (according to the way he used with some ^phf. 
other of his sons) read and interpreted to bim a ^^ 'obim. 
common l<^c, I think it was MoUneus, with some- 
what of metaphysics. This was some ease at bis 
first entranee into the college ; for many take audi 
a distaste at what seems to them at first a mere 
rattle of words, that they are very slowly, if ever 
reconciled : as the scholar, that could not conquer 
the sense of homogene and hetert^ne, declared, 
" if he were once at home again, he would never 
come hither again." I ought not here to let pass 
the care and capacity of a nobleman who per- 
formed the office of an academic tutor to his sons, 
in order to ease their first undertakings at the 
university ; of which there are not many examples. 
At length, in the year 1661, our doctor wasscutto 



under the tutorage of Dr. Cook. At that time, |^ j^^"^ 
Dr. Feme was vice-chancellor, and our liturgy ^''^' 
non-con. Dr. Boldero, master of Jesus ; with whom bieman. 
a previous acquaintance at Bury (of Dr. Stephens 
at least) might be the inducement of his being 
|daced there. He was admitted a fellow-com- 
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moner. But when his grandfather, the first Dud- 
ley Lord North, died, whereby the barony de- 
scended upon bis father, he left the post of a 
fellow-commoner, and assumed that of a nobleman. 
But notwithstanding that, he was diligent in his 
studies, kept chapel, and in person performed 
most of his exercises as were consistent with his 
station in the college. His quality assured to 
him many advantages, especially in the way of 
pr^rment in the church. A master of arts of 
that college used to say, that he would give all 
he was worth to be a lord's son ; meaning that 
such a one, of ordinary learning and morality, 
covld not escape being, early or late, well pre- 
ferred. This was no small encouragement to our 
doctor, who thought it an instance of his good 
fortune that his father outlived bis grandfather ; 
otherwise the advantage of precedence, &c. had 
come short of him. 
Directed Here the doctor became settled in a severe 

fordit^ course of study, which he piu^ued with all the 
prefer- ardour of one that knew nothing but his learning 
could make liim considerable, or indeed capable to 
subsist as he desired ; which the posture of his fa- 
mily, as will be observed, made him most sensiUe 
of. We read of primitive inducements to enter 
into holy orders, with open view of poverty and 
persecution ; but now the case is altered ; for the 
only inducements are plenty and preferment. And 
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since it is so, that the church is sought as a se- 
cular employment, we are not to expect, nor do 
we find, more rigour of life and practice in eccle- 
siastics, than in other common men who seek their 
preferment in other professions. Therefore it is 
very unjust, under this change of motives, that 
the cause of religion should in the least sufier, or 
he scandalised by the behavour of particular cler- 
gymen. It is certain our doctor was embarked in 
that vessel ; and as for befaaviour in it, the rest of 
his life must show. At present we will leave him . 
to his studies, and retreat awhile to consider his 
natural temper and propensities ; such as, of one 
kind or other, all men living have, and whicb 
came into the world with them, and are in their 
power to alter no more than complexion or 
stature. 

The doctor's greatest, or rather only, infirmity H'* "*"" 
was a natural timidity, owing to a feeble consti- i'y "^^ < 
tution of body, inclining to the effeminate. This, 
under some circumstances, and without a mind 
as vigorous and strong as his body was weak, 
might have' oppressed him. • He was always sen- 
sible of this weakness, and, during the whole 
course of his life, laboured to conquer it, and, as 
to outward appearance, prevailed ; and what was 
insuperable lay dormant witliio himself. One 
would have expected that a youth at the univer- 
sity, no freshman, nor mean .scholar, should have 
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got the better of being afraid in the dark ; but it 
was not BO with bira, fin- when he was ,in bed 
alone, be dorst not trust his countenance above 
the dothes. For soiae time he lay widi his tut^*, 
who once, coming home, found the scholar in bed 
with only his crown visiUe. The tutor, iodist^eetly 
enou^, pulled him by the hair ; whereupon the 
scholar sunk down, and the tutor followed, and at 
last, with a great outcry, the scholar sprang up, 
expecting to see an enorm spectre. 
Exp«i- Another time, which was after he was fdlow 

ment of his , . ■ . i i 

coDqupring of toe college, in a moon-flhine night, he saw one 
""* ■ standing in a white sheet. He surveyed it with 
all his optics, and was ctmfirmed it was a spirit 
(as they call it), and resolved with himself, if he 
could, to find out what it came for. He got oiU 
of his bed, and being still of the same opinion^ 
went nearer and nearer, till he might touch it ; 
and then, reacbir^ out bis hand, he perceived it 
was only his towel, hung against the wall, with 
the moon shining full vtpaa it ; and then he woat 
to bed and slept welL I have heard him say, 
that he was satisfied the devil could not discover 
any man's thoughts ; else, he might shrewdly im- 
pose upon those who were inclined, like him, to be 
in that manner coni^nied. But it must be allowed 
that, in this instance, his strengtii of mind got the 
better of his bodily constitution, in forcing hieasdf 
upon an experiment few would have cared jto 
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have made. I mention not these passages as of 
themselves worth remembeiing, but to show that, 
as in the case of our doctor, a v^rous, active 
spirit ma7 be quartered in a slight and feeUe 
machine of flesh. But this prepense disposition 
to fear bad a worse effect upon his spirits whoi 
applied to the consequences of his life ; and not 
only sullied his character by making him seem 
avaricious, but even shortened his days, as by the 
following relation will be made to appear, 

He had in bis nature a principle of justice and "i" mord 
duty inexpugnable ; and was fortified with a re- and wrkc 
solution not to run in debt, nor to help himself by his gmaii 
any wicked compliances, whatever otherwise be- "''"'"^'• 
came of him. And while he was at the collie, 
he just shifted with a small exhibition from his 
family ; and if it had been less (according to his 
strict economy) he had still shifted ; and more 
he did not expect, knowing that the hereditary 
honour must devour the fat of the land. And as 
to future preferments, nothing more uncertain. 
AH his hopes bung upon mutable interests ; and 
be found in himself but little inclination to court- 
ship and flatteries for fevours. His sheet anchor 
was the life of his life, a dear brother and Mend, 
who might drop from him.* > He had an ambi- 
tion to be master of a good library, but scarce 

" The liOTd Keeper. 
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hoped ever to obtain it;' and when he became 
able to make a small purchase of books, he was 
so far happy, and in himself pleased, that his 
management succeeded so well ; which created in 
him a sort of joy in a perseverance, even after 
the just cause, by his being better provided for, 
ceased. 
Successful It is certain that studious and thoughtful men, 
o pleasure having an honest principle, are apt over critically 
to weigh the contingencies of Ufe, and possibihties 
of good or evil that may concern them ; and as 
fears are always much stronger than hopes, com- 
monly expect the worst ; and that inclines them 
to act so as they think may best secure them ; 
and in that course please themselves so long that, 
after all cause of fear removed, they continue the 
same caution, which becomes an habitual pleasure ' 
to them, and, towards old age, when wants are 
least, engenders a vice called covetousness ; and 
the rather because that doth not contravene their 
principle of justice and honesty, according to the 
sentence of an old usurer, that used to say, " Saving 
was the lawfuUest way of becoming rich." 
lie doc- Thb was literally the case of om" doctor, who, 
iniinued by the ease he found in his mind out of a careful 
,^p' * and saving course of life while it was most rea-. 
^'^^ sonable, could not forbear a hankering after the 
same way even when he was preferred to his 
heart's content, and thereby the former reason 
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ceased ; for so the mind is, as it were, habitually 
gratified. But how well he conquered himself in 
that, as in all other instances of inclination con- 
trary to right reason and the decorum of his 

-estate, such' as all men must have more or less, 
the following account must determine. In the 
mean time, to demonstrate how obnoxious learned 
men are to these impotendes, I may remember 
the famous Br. Cave,* and Dr. Beaumont, men of 
gigantic knowledge, yet having rose from small 
b^;innings, under the same passion towards in- 
crease, and their fame not much impeached 
thereby. 

But now, to recover our doctor, we fiild him at Made ta- 
Jesus College settled in a fellowship, which he tag College 

' procured not long after he was capable. I find potent. 
the entry thus, Admissus est socius Coil. Jes. Man~ 
dato et Literis Regiis 28 Sept. 1 666, when he was 
about six years' standing in the college. That 
society is divided into north and south, and the 
order is to elect two into each vacancy either 
north or south,- as it may happen, to be presented 
to the Bishop of £ly, who makes which he pleases 
fellow. The doctor came in the place of a nor- 
thern man ; and the bishop (then Wren) made an 
odd interpretation ; for " It is strange," said he, 

* The author of the lAves of the Apostle*, Ltvei (ff Ike 
Father*, &c. ob. 1713- 
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" that Mr. North should be looked upon as a 
northern man, who had nothing north about him 
but his name." Whether his lordship intended a 
compliment to the country, or to the scholar, is no 
profound question. This advancement was a great 
relief to the doctor's mind ; for thereby he had a 
sort of home, with no small advantage in his 
economy, and all entirely consistent with his 
design of study, which he pursued with a full ap- 
plication. 
HiB dMire jjq^ jjg b^an to look after books, and to lay 

of a good ^^ ' 

ubrarj, ud the foundation of a competent library. He dealt 

Tucea that with Mr. Robert Scot of Little Britain, whose 
™'' sister was bis grandmother's woman ; and, upon 

that acquaintance he expected, and really had 
from him useful information of books and the 
editions. This Mr. Scot was, in bis time, the 
greatest librarian in Europe ; for, besides his stock 
in England, he had warehouses at Frankfort, 
Paris, and other places, and dealt by factors. 
After he was grown old and much worn by mul- 
tiplicity of business, he began to think of his ease 
and to leave oflF. Whereupon he contracted with ' 
one Mills of St. Paul's Church-yard near 10,000/. 
deep, and articled not to open his shop any more. 
But Mills, with his auctioneering, atlasses, and 
projects, failed, whereby poor Scot lost above half 
his means. But he held to his contract of not 
opening his shop, and, when he was in London, 
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for he had a countiy house, passed most of his 
time at his house amongst the rest of his books ; 
and his reading (for he was no mean scholar) was 
the chief entertainment of his time. He was not 
only an expert bookseller, but a very conscientious 
good man ; and when he threw up his brade, 
Europe had no small loss of him. Our doctor, at 
one Hit, bought of him a whole set of Greek 
classics in folio, of the best editions.' This sunk 
his stock at that time ; but afterwards, for many 
years of his life, all that he could (as they say) 
rap or run went the same way. But the progress 
was small ; for such a library as he desired, com- 
pared with what the pittance of his stopjc would 
purchase, allowing many years to the gathering, 
was of desperate expectation. 

He was early sensible of a great disadvantage His opinioB 

..... . > 1 . ^, of books in 

to him m his studies, by the not having a good general.. 
library in his reach ; and he used to say that a 
man could not be a scholar at the second hand : 
meaning that teaming is to be had from the origi- 
nal authors, and not from any quotations, or 
accounts in other books; for men gather with 
divers views, and according to their several capa- 
cities, often perfunctorily, and almost always im- 
perfectly : - and through such slight reading, a 
student may know somewhat, but not judge of 
either author or subject. He used to say an old 
author could not be unprofitable ; for although in 
u2 
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their proper time they had little or no esteem, yet, 
in after-times, they served to interpret words, 
customs, and other matters found obscure in other 
books ; of which A. Gellius is an apt instaace. 
He courted, as a fond lover, all best editions, 
fairest characters, best bound and preserved. If 
the subject was in his favour (as the classics) he 
cared not how many of them he had, even of the 
same edition, if he thought it among the best, 
either better bound, squarer cut, neater covers, or 
some such qualification caught him. He delighted 
in the small editions of the classics by Seb. Gry- 
phius ; and divers of his acquaintance, meeting 
with any of them, bought and brought them to 
him; which he accepted as choice presents,. al- 
though perhaps he had one or two of them before. 
He said that the black italic character agreed 
with his eye-sight (which he accounted but weak) 
better than any other print, the old Elzevir not 
excepted, whereof the characters seemed to him 
more blind and confused than those of the other. 
Continual use gives men a judgment of things 
comparatively ; and they come to fix oil what is 
most proper and easy ; which no man, upon cur- 
sory view, would determine. 

His soul was never so staked down as in an old 
bookseller's shop; for having (as the statutes of the 
college required) taken orders, he was restless till 
he had compassed some of that sort of fimiiture. 
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as he thought qecessaiy for his profession. He 
-was, for the most part, his own factor, and seldom 
or never bought by commission ; which made him 
lose time in turning over vast numbers of books ; 
Qiid he was very hardly pleased at last. I have 
borne. him company at shops for hours together, 
and, mindiiig him of the time, he hath made 
a dozen proffers before he would quit By this 
care and industry, at length he made himself 
master of a very considerable library, wherein the 
f:hoicest collectioD was Greek. 

.' It may not be amiss to step a little aside to^»«»^«" 
reftect on the vast change in the trade of books, Ib the 
between that time and ours.* Tlien Little trade. " 
Britain was a plentiful and perpetual emporium 
of learned authors ; and men went thither as to a 
market. This drew to the place a mighty trade ; 
the rather because the shops were spacious, and 
the learned gladly resorted to them, where they 
seldom failed to meet with agreeable conversation. 
And the booksellers themselves were knowing and 
conversible men, with whom, for the sake of book- 
ish knowledge, the greatest wits were pleased to 
converse. And we may judge the time as well 
spent there, as (in latter days) either in tavern or 

• Ah to the state of the bookselling trade in the year . 
1666, after the great fire of London, see a cnrions letter 
from Evelyn to Lord Clarendon. (Evelyn'e Memtnrs, vol. ii. 
p. 173.) 
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cc^ee-house; though the latter haUi carried off 
the spare hours of most peofde. But now this 
emporium is Tanishet^ and the trade contracted 
into the handq of tvo or three persons, who, to 
make good their monopoly, ransack, not only 
their neighbours of the trade that are scattered 
about town, but all over En^and, ay and be- 
yond sea too, and send abroad their circulators, 
and in that manner get into thdr hands all that 
is v^uable. The rest of the trade are content to 
take their refuse, with which, and the fre^ scum 
<^ the press, they furnish one side of a shop, 
which serves for the EOgn of a booksell^, ratho- 
than a real one ; but, instead of selling, deal as 
factors and procure what the country divines and 
gentry send for; of whom eadi hath his book- 
iactor, and, when wanting any thing, writes to 
his bookseller, and pays his bill. And it is wretdbed 
to consider what pickpocket work, with help of 
the press, these demi-booksellers make. They 
crack their brains to find out selling subjects, and 
keep hirelings in garrets, at bard meat, to write 
and correct by the great ; and so puff up an 
octavo to a sufficient thickness, and there is six 
shillings current for an hour and a halTs reading, 
and perhaps never to be read or looked upon after. 
One that woidd go higher, must take his fortune 
Ht blank walls, and comers of streets, or repair to 
the sign of Bateman, Innys, and one or two more, . 
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where are best choice, and better pennyworths. I 
might touch other abuses, as bad paper, incorrect 
printing, and false advertising; all which and 
worse is to be expected, if a careful author is not 
at the heels of them. But I fear I am led by 
these too fer out of my way. 

I return therefore to our doctor, who, in his"**^,*™' 

noKd, but 

studies, was very r^ular, and- took his authors noi com- 
one after another, and pursued effectually through his authom. 
them, not leaving behind any passage which he 
did not understand, or at least criticise upon as 
for as he could reach. He noted as he went along, 
but not in the common way by common-place ; 
but every book severally, setting down whatever 
he found worthy to be observed in that book. 
And these he kept by themselves, as comments 
upon hia authors, till he had a considerable body . 
of them : but they are all confounded by a de- 
jdorable sentence, of which I shall give an ac- 
count afterwards. 

Greek became ^most vernacular to him, and he ^vv^ 
took no small pains to make himself mEtster of the longuea, 
Hebrew language, and seldom failed carrying a time. 
Hebrew bible (but pointed) to chapel with him. 
He was a notable husband of his time, and con- 
trived to make his very scraps, and intercalary 
minutes, profitable ; and acsordingly, during those 
short intervals between dressing and dinner, and 
such like attendt^ces, when he CQuld not engage 
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in the texture of his study, he used to get the 
best penned English books, and read them aloud ; 
which he s^d he did to form and improve his 
English style and pronunciation. And on such 
occasions he used to say, " It was pity to lose any 
of his time." And for the advantage of his Latin, 
he used to keep his accounts in that language, 
and as near the classic as he could. 
j.,^j .^ - He had a very researching spirit, that would 
atnictiw. not rest, even in ordinary company and conver- 
sation ; for with such as studied, he never failed to 
ask, or propose, some points of literature ; and 
then, by throwing out his own sentiments, fish for 
the reaijons and opinions of the company ; and 
thereby, perhaps, found occasion to correct him- 
self as to some oversights, or mistakes he had 
been guilty of In short ; there was not an op- 
portunity that fell in his way, whereby he might 
improve himself, which he willingly let slip. And 
all this derived from a native good sense : he had 
nobody at his beels to urge him forward. His 
tutor was passive, and the scholar soon fell to 
shift for himself, as a bird that had learned to pick 
alone, and, having tasted the fruit of knowledge, 
pursued it with an uninterrupted perseverance. 
Emptj dls- And somewhat less of that might have been 

course and . ° 

puttme DOC better for him. He kept himself bent with per- 
' petual thinking and study, which manifestly im- 
paired hb health. Even conversation, which re- 
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lieved others, was to him an inceative of thought. 
He was sensible of this, but^iid not affect any ex- 
pedients of relief to his mind. I have heard him 
say that lie believed if Sir Isaac Newton had not 
wrought with his hands in making experiments, 
he had killed himself with study. A man may so 
engage his mind as tilmost to foiget he hath a 
body which must be waited upon and served : the 
doctor could overlook in himself what plainly ap- 
peared to him in others. After dinners and in 
evenings, he kept company with the fellows and 
fellow commoners in the garden ; but not long, for 
he could not be pleased with such Insipid pastime 
as bowls, or less material discourse, such as town 
tales, or punning, and the like. 

The doctor had no fevourite diversion, or ma- Attempted 

music upon 

nual exercise, to rest his mind a little, which he the organ, 
held bent with continual thinking. His parents, 
who were much addicted to music, recommended 
that to him for a diversion, and particularly the 
noble oi^an, as the fullest, and not only a complete 
solitary concert, but most proper for an ecclesias- 
tic. And indeed, if study had not had the upper 
hand of all his intendments, he must of course 
have taken up in that way, his parents themselves 
being so fond of it. For after the care of prayers 
and meals, nothing was more constant and solemn 
than music was in that family. He was sensible 
the advice was very good, and accordingly got a 
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small o^an into hU chamber at Jesus College, and 
suffered himself to be taught a lesson or two, 
which he practised over when he had a mind to 
be imbent ; hut he made no manner of advance* 
and one accident put him out of all manna- of 
conceit of it. His under neighbour was a morose 
and importune master of arts ; and one night 
the doctor could not sleep; and thought to 6t 
himself for it by playing upon his oi^an. The 
bellows knocking on the floor, and the hum of the 
pipes, made a strange din at midnight, ^id the 
gentleman below, that never heard it so before, 
coiild not tell what to make of it ; but, at lengtb, 
he found it out to be.his neighbour's oi^an. And 
thereupon, to retaliate thb night's work, got out 
of his bed, and, with his two couple of howls, went 
to bowls by himsdf.' This made a much louder 
noise than the organ, and the doctor was as much 
at a loss to know what that meant, but, suspect- 
ing how the case stood, he left off, and scarce ever 
touched his oi^an after. The pleasure of music 
is like that of books, never true and good, unless 
easily and familiarly read, and performed; and 
then nothing is more medicinal to a crazy and 
fatigued mind than that. * 

The doctor had foimd out one petit entertain- 

* "A Boleina air is the best comfirter 

To an unsettled fimcy." Tempest. 
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meat in his study besides books ; and that was Diverted 
keefong of great house spiders in wide-mouthed wUh feed- 
glasses, such as men keep tdiacco in. When he had j^g^t 
them safe in hold, he supphed them with crumbs eIu*^- 
of bread, which they ate rather than starve : but 
their r^ale was flies, which he sometiraes caught 
and put to them. When their imprbomnent ap- 
peared inevit^le, they fell to their trade of making 
webs, and made Lai^ expansions and more pri- 
vate recesses. It pdeased him to observe the 
animals manage their interest in the great work 
of taking their prey. If it was a small fly given 
them, no more ceremony but take and eat him ; 
but if a great master flrah-fly, then to work, 
twenty courses round, and perhaps not come near 
faim, for he had daws sharp as cat's ; and, after 
divers starts to and fro, a web was with a hind 1^ 
dexterously clapped over two or three of his k^. 
After all his claws were in that manner secured, 
then, at a running pull, a broad web was brought 
over him, which bound him hand and foot ; and, 
by being fixed to the spider's tail, the fly was 
carried off into one of his inmost recesses, there to 
be feasted upon at leisure. 

Spiders, like other creatures of prey, eat one'^iieir 
■^ course of 

another, and, for their continual design of eatmg, life, end 

are paid by a continual dread of bdng eaten. tbrir"Liii. 
Two old spiders will not be kept in one glass, un- 
less accidentally known to each other, or, it may 
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be, male and female ; but to work they go, coursiiig 
about till the one hath got the better of the other, 
and then faHs to, and heartily feeds upon him. 
They breed numerously; and the young ones, 
after the ex^nple of their fathers, use the same 
trade. The danger, as well as fear, is common to 
all. There is little regard to relation or families ; 
and for that reason, like pikes in a pond, ^one 
ever takes a prey, but he turns suddenly round, 
lest another should take him. When the yoimg 
are hatched, and can run about, they lie still, 
waiting for advantages over the rest, and care not 
rashly to expose themselves. If they are disturb- 
ed, and some made to run, -the whole nation is 
alarmed, and many a life falls in the disorder be- 
fore the wars cease ; and then each, that survives, 
makes merry with his booty. Thus their num- 
bers are reduced to a very few, who find means 
of retreating into castles of their own making. 
They cast their skins at certain periods ; and the 
manner of doing it is remarkable. They hang 
themsdves to the ceiling of their web, with their 
body downwards, and, holding themselves fest up 
by all their legs brought together, remain striving 
.and pulling each leg, till it comes out of the hose, 
and their body is freed from its case ; and then 
they turn and run away, leaving their old coat in 
their place ; as we often see them hanging in cob- 
webs. The signal to them, of this change coming 
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on. is a dry parting of the skin upon their backs ; 
whereupon they fall to work as was described. 
The doctor used to divert us with describing the 
course of life which his poor prisoners led. 

When the doctor was abroad, and absent from coni^'y, 
his studies, either by visits, friendly meetings, or tut i%idiy 
attendances, his chief delight was in discourse. 
And he would apply himself to all sorts of com- 
pany in a brisk and smart manner ; for he was 
very just and ready in his speech, facetious and 
fluent ; and his wit was never at a nonplus. I 
have known him at Act, keeping suppers as merry 
as the best, and though he drank little, or no- 
thing, he sparkled and reparteed, not only saving 
himself harmless (for the sober man is commonly 
the mark), but returning the bite. His sobriety 
was so extraordinary, that, with entire assurance 
I can affirm that never in all his life did he know 
what a cup too much (as they term it) was. And 
this continence was more singular in him who 
was really a wit in conversation, and his company 
desired by aU peo^e that knew him ; and it is 
well known how much such qualifications seduce 
men to come under the jurisdiction of the bottle. 
But this abstemiousness in extremity proved of 
ill consequence to his health, as will be showed in 

fit place. „ , 

'^ Affected 

.When any eminent and extraordinary persons congranea 

.... , , , with fo. 

came to the umversity, of whom some had consi- i^enand 

vlrtaori. 
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derable recoitimendations, and, for the bettor 
knowledge of it, made some short residence there, 
and were by divers gentlemen civilly entertained, 
whether Swedish or Hungarian clergy, Oxonians, 
or other home-bred virtuosi ; the doctor very 
often, as he desired, made one in the conversa- 
tion ; whereby he thought to gather somewhat 
out of the comn^on road. And, being desired, h^ 
often wrote, in the pocket-book of a foreigner, a 
sentence with his name ; and that implies a small 
token, which I know well, being once induced by 
him to do the like. I remember one Mr. Wag- 
stafT, a little gentleman, had an express audience, 
at a very good dinner, upon the subject of spec- 
tres, and much was said pro and con ; but I 
carried away little except a good meal. The 
doctor often, upon - such occasions as these, took 
me along with him ; which was much for my 
advantage, if I had been capable of making a true 
use of it. But as for the spectre affair, it was 
not long before the gentleman published his no- 
tions in a little book of witchcraft.* 
Left the At length the doctor declined the common par- 

room, »nd lour* and spent the evenings in private society, 
fn'ra hl^pri- sometimes at Dr. Shereman's the president's, and 
not seldom with his old master Dr. Stephens, 
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• The QuestUm o/" Jfitckcrafl debated, by John Wagstaffe, 
Sad edit. 1671- 
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who lived in the house over against the college. 
This agreed best with his humour, who did not 
love morosity and sour looks. He was always 
jocose and free in his ordinary conversation ; and 
that made him very popular with the airy folks, 
as young gentlemen, and even with the &ir 9ex ; 
for he was a comely person, and withal very de- 
cently behaved, and respectful, which set off his 
wit; and with that he always made them an 
agreeable diversion. Whatever his company was, 
he was always ready with proper discourse, and, 
as I said, no niggard of it. If he moved subjects . 
that seemed slight, yet he had a design at the 
bottom, either to exercise some useful talent of 
his own, or to squeeze somewhat useful out of 
others ; and for that reason he affected most the 
acquaintance and~society of such as were in sta- 
tion ahd learning his superiors. 

Next to those, he affected to refresh himself Affected 

II I i> 1 ^^^ societT 

With the society of the young noblemen and fel-ofthe 
low-commoners ; and he used to say that he ut^^Ld"* 
found more of candour and sincerity in them than "*'*'■ 
in the graver sort. And for the like reason he 
inclined to those of the ancienter families, though 
he owned that the better parts were found with 
the latter. Sorting himsdf with these, he took 
great delight to oppose their raw wits with enig- 
matic questions, and often out' of the classics. I 
have seen him as merry as a school-boy with 
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a knot of them, like the younglinga about old 
Silenus, in deep consult about reconciling that 

passage in Ovid " Sine pondere habentia 

pondiis'^ 
a^hia ^^ -^^ more attached to those who were 
dioke WM noted for study and learning extraordinary,- as 

Mr. Wal— le. Sir Edm— d B n, &c. which 

latter was a stout and eaily pretender to free- 
thinking. The doctor used to pump him to fetch 
up his most reserved reasonings, and ilsed to say 
that he found such conversation profitable, be- 
cause it made him digest matters in his own 
mind more effectually than, not being opposed, 
he could have done. He was very intimate with 
Mr. Hatton a fellow-commoner, afterwards Sir 
Christopher. He was of a merry and free dispo- 
sition, and suited the doctor's humour exactly ; 
the rather because he found at the bottom of him 
a sound judgment, and notable censure of most 
incidents ; I might as well say persons. I have 
heard the doctor say, that that gentleman had 
more good sense and understanding than many 
were able to discern. 
Advanced These were his university society ; but, in and 
quainunce about LondoD, he fell into more considerdile and 
Hit ihirii-' important acquaintance : for when he gave him- 
^'tolfci. ^^^ ^^ satisfaction to reside a little with his best 
brother in London, he was introduced (and a 
small inlet served) to list him in a spacious 
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catalogoe of virtuosi. As the Capels and Go- 
dolphins ; first, Mr. Sidney Grodolphin of the 
Middle Temj:de, a very ingenious person, and 
master of an exquisite library, which to rummage 
was always a feast to the doctor. After the 
death of this gentlnnui, his brother Mr. Charles 
succeeded him, as well in his chamber and library, 
as in the doctor's acquaintance; and continued 
in the same chamber, until by the fire most un- 
fortunately begun over head, he was burnt out, 
iind his choice collection of books consumed. 
I «haU venture to name one or two more ; the 
first was Sir John King, who was a Tully in 
Westminster- Hall.* Then Mr. William Longue- 
ville,f in polite knowledge, as well as skill in the 
law, inferior to none ; and, what exceeds all, of 
untainted integrity. And I ;night mention some 
ladies with whom he pretended to be innocently 
merry and free ; and indeed more so (often) than 
welcome ; as when he touched the pre-eminencies 
of their sex. As, for instance, saying that of all 
the beasts of the field God Almighty thought 
woman the fittest companion for man. I have 
known him demand of the ladies at the upper 
end of the table, by right of their sitting there, 
that tbey would carve for him ; " Else," said he, 

* For some account of Sir Jolin Kii^, see the Life ofihe 
Lord Keeper, vol. ii. p. 190. 
t Vide, ib. p. 188. 
VOL. III. * X 
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"let them come down to their places at the lower 
end." These passages, and the Uke, show some- 
what of his humour, which made him very popu- 
lar with the ladies and young company. Fra" 
notwithstanding all his seriousness and study, 
-none ever was more agreeably talkative, in fit 
company, than he was. 
Meditated g^t whatever was the cause, he had no relish 

changing 

hii coii^, at all for the conversation of his fellow coUe^tes ; 
and they, I presume, had as little for his. He 
might not conform in their measures, or methods 
of living ;. or there being a seeming inequality be- 
twixt them, by his place in the university, and 
advantages with respect to preferment ; and his 
consorting rather with the younger gentlemen than 
the grave, and, as he thought, perhaps, empty 
seniors of the college, and affecting a select com- 
pany of the leameder sort in other collies : aU 
these ingredients turned sour, and jealousies sus- 
picions, and reflections, with morose countenances, 
bred out of them ; so that he desired, if possible, 
without his great inconvenience, to remove him- 
self to some other college, where, as he proposed, 
he might pass his time more agreeably. 
Preferred And in this he was gratified by the fortune of a 
ArchblBhop preferment which fell to his share. It was a sine- 
burrtot' cure in Wales, being a moiety of the tithes of 
w^Sm."* '" Llandinon. He had the good fortune to be capa- 
ble of preferment in the church, when Dr. Shel- 



i=,GoogIc 



HON. AND RET. DR. JOHN NORTH. 307 

don was Archbishop of Canterbury.* That pre- 
late was a fr^d to quality, but more to scholv- 
ship and good order, and could not overlook one 
eome forward in the university, and 30 well re- 
commended as the doctor was : and of his own 
motion, without any solicitatioD, or so much as 
notice on the doctor s part, conferred this sinecure 
i^n him, an^t the same time declared that he 
diose to give hira that, rather than any other pre- 
ferment ; meaning such as in consequence migM 
hare removed him out of his station of learning 
and study in the university. And for the same rea- 
son it Was most suitable to the doctor's own incli- 
nations ; for it set him free, with a power uncon-^ 
troUable to settle himself in what way he pleased. 
■ I have hitherto dealt enough with the slighter ^^ ^^ 
drcumstances of our doctor's character. But we concenw 

• " Sheldon," says Burnet, " was esteemed a learned 
man before the ware, but be was now engaged so deep in 
poUtica, that scarce way prints of what he bad been remain- 
ed. He waa a very dexterous man in business ; bod a peat 
quickness of apprehension, and a very true judgment. He 
was H generous and charitable man. He had a great plea- 
santness of conversation, perhaps too great. He had an art 
tbat was peculiar to him, of treating ell that cameto bim in 
» most obliging manner ; but few depended much aa his 
professions of friendship. He seemed not to have a deep 
sense of religion, if any at all ; and spoke of it most com- 
monly as of an engine of government, and a matter of policy. 
By tbese means the king came to look on bim as a wise and 
honest clergyman." — ('Own Time, vol. i. p. 294.) 
X 2 
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- must now advance to affairs of greater Importance. 
As to the public, and the orders of the university 
about congregations and elections, which matters 
used to call the scholars from their studies into 
fection and party-making' ; the doctor was always 
disposed to be quiet, and little concerned himself 
with them. He held a due respect to superiors, 
especially in politicals ; and in a|^ his behaviour 
and conversation in the university, he showed 
an innate hatred of popular faction ; as well that 
which had been seminated all over England, and 
began to appear in the university against the 
court and government of King Charles II., as 
also all those perverse and contradictory doings in 
his time, too much agitated with intent to cross 
the heads, or some as irrational designs. I have 
heard him say that he wondered men profesring 
philosophy and learning, should not judge, but fol- 
low one another, like a rabble, blindly, as if they 
had not the use of thinking. And he used to say 
sharper things ; but, for the sake of our alma 
mater, I forbear. 
OenetaUir Few peraons ever had more propitious cireum- 
obierver of Stances of recommendation, to render him esteem- 



tbem. flourishing, his relation to many noble families, 
being an exc^ent scholar, industrious, sober 
without interruptioD, and, in his manners, devo- 
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ted to all good order, rdi^on, and virtue, set Mm 
upon an emiaeiice. and so many not common sym- 
ptoms of speedy prefennent, made him be more 
than ordinarilj observed, and (perhaps) envied. 
Nothing ohsa^ed of him turned more to his credit 
than his due attendance at pnblic exercises and 
lectures of most faculties in the schools, which 
was an unusual, but very profitable diligence. I 
have been told this observation of him liy some 
of our neighbour ministers that were his contem- 
poraries, and also that great account was made 
of him for it, amongst them who know little be- 
sides such remarkables of him. His opinion was 
that, since books are so frequent as now they are, 
public lectures are not so necessary, or (perhaps) 
usefiil, as in elder times, when first instituted, be- 
cause the intent of them was to supply the .want 
of books ; and now books are plentiful, lectures 
mi^t better be spared, and the promiscuous use 
of books come in the place of them. 

The doctor conformed to all the orders of the f'^' c"*"- 

pel,uidfol- 

cdtege, seldom ate out of the hall, and then upon lowed no 
a fish-day only, being told it was for his health. ),o„„. 
He was constantly at the chapel prayers, so much 
as one may say that, being in town, he never failed. 
This, in the morning, secured his time ; for he 
went from thence directly to his study, without 
any sizing or break&st at all. Whilst he was at 
Jesus Coll^, coffee was not of such common use 
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as afterwards, aod coffee-houses but youug.* At 
that time, and long after, there was but one, kept 
by one Kirk. The trade of uews also was scarce set 
np ; for th^y had only the public Gazette, till Kirk 
got a written news>letter circulated by one Mud- 
diman. But now the case is much altered ; for it 
is become a custom, after chapel, to repair to, one 
or other of the coffee-houses ^for there are divers) 
where hours are spent in talking ; and less pro- 
fitable reading oF newspapers, of which swarms are 
continually supplied from London. And the scho- 
lars are so greedy after news (which is none of 
their business), that they neglect all for it ; and it 
is become very rare for any of them to go direct^ 
to his chamber after prayers, without doing his 
suit at the coffee-house ; which is a vast loss of 
time .grown out of a pure novelty, {ot who can 
apply close to a subject with bis head full of tbe 
din of a coffee-house ? I cannot but think that 
since coffee, with most, is become a morning re- 
freshment, the order, which I knew once estab- 
lished at Lambeth House, or somewhat like it, 
might be introduced into the collieges ; which was 
for the chaplains, and gentlemen officers to meet 
every morning in a sort of still-house, where a 
good woman provided them their liquors as they 
liked best ; and this they called their coffee-house. 

* See the L^e t^tke Lord Keeper, vol. i. p. 316. 
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The doctor's common-placing, which is a sort Proved bu 
of dissertation upon some learned subject, in the th^pit 
chapel, was a sort of preface to his attempting to ^ be«™e'' 
preach ; but he used a precaution more positive ; King 
for before he went into orders, be procured a pul- 
pit at one of the villages near Cambridge, usually 
seiv'ed by a fellow of the college, and there 
preached once or twice. This he did to prove his 
forces, and acquire some assurance, before he 
undertook to perform more publicly. The first 
«eniion, that he preitched in a solemn audience, 
was before the king at Newmarket, upon a mis- 
aon from the university.* That was a severe 
tzial of his spirits, and he went with great reluc- 
tance of mind; but reason and resolution yre- ' 
vdled ; and he was not abashed at so great a 
presence. He said that he made it a law to him- 
self to confine his view, above the people, to a 
certain space which he was not to exceed ; and, 
in speaking to a multitude, it is a good rule to 
mind none of them. The sermon is in print by 
John Hayes, 1671. The text was the first verse 
of the first Psalm, and the discourse moral, fit for 
an assembly not over-zealous that way. The king 
was pleased to signily his approval of it by s^- 

* Evelyn also notices a sennon preached befi»% the king 
by Doctor North, whom he termg " a very young but learned 
and excellent person." {Meyiwirt, vol. i. p. 483.) 
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ing, as he came out of the church, that " the 
preacher would soon be a bishop." And If hi« 
majesty had lived a little longer, he might have 
proved himself a prophet ; but his, as well as the 
doctor's, untimely death, fell in the way of that 
event. The ladies also were pleased to accept 
the doctor's discourse. One of them, being asked 
how she liked Mr. North's sermon, said, that " he 
was a handsome man, and had pretty doctrine.*' 
wadehiB The doctor had an opportunity of exercising 
chapiaiu his divinity faculty upon one of his father's chap- 
^^e^y. lains. His father, as had been sometimes used in 
that family, wrote formally to the University of 
Cambridge for a chaplain ; and they sent him one 
Kitch n, a townsman's son. He was veiy il- 
literate, but thought to supply that defect by ex- 
traordinary gifledness, and behaved himself so 
fanatically that he was not to be endured. Aiier 
him came a brother of his, thought to be a little 
better scholar, and looking a little more like a mi- 
nister of the English church. Thb latter, when 
the doctor was present, preached most damnable 
heresy ; viz. that our blessed Saviour was the 
carnal son of Joseph. This nettled our young 
divine ; and immediately after he had dined, he 
took him to task in his chamber, and so tutored 
him that he thought fit, the next Sunday, to 
preach a recantation sermon, be^ng God's par- 
don, and the congregation's excuse, for his vile 
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error aqd heresy unthinkingly preached the Sun- 
day before. 

The doctor was no jrceai traveller: but some-^™*"' 

° the doctor 

times he affected to go abroad, and, if he had his joumeys. 
choice, always on horseback ; for he fancied that 
exercise good for his health, and particularly in 
the case of the gravel, with which he was troubled. 
Between Cambridge and his father's house, and 
to and from London, were the chief of his jour- 
neys. If bis post was in the coach, he cho^ to 
change with a horseman. Once, after riding a 
very long journey, he came into the room in the inn 
where the company was, and threw himself down 
upon the bed. "Now," said he," I have the pleasure 
of being very weary." He often visited Sir Roger 
Buigoign, a virtuous and learned gentleman, near 
Cambridge. And once, at the instance of his 
mother, Re made a visit to the Lady Hatton, her 
sister, at Kerby in Northamptonshire. He found 
bis aunt there, forsaken by her husband the old 
Lord Hatton. He lived in Scotland-yard, and 
diverted himself with the company and discourse 
of players and such idle people that came to him, 
while hb family lived in want at Kerby. He had 
committed the whole conduct there' to a favourite 
daughter, who was not over-kind to her mother. 
This noble lord had bright parts, and professed 
also to be religious ; for he published the book of 
Psalms, with a prayer suitable to each, formed by 
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faimself; which book is called Hatton's FsalmB} 
and may be found in the closets, of divers devout 
persons. Such difference is often found between 
men's pretensions and actions. The famous 

Nando M m used, in his drink, to curse him 

for writing psaumes (as he termed it) and not 
paying a debt due to him. 
The Lord fp^g gQQj| qJj j^^ g^yg i,g|. nephew as good 
piei^to- entertainment as she could; that is, took him 

wards hu , , . , ■■ . . 

imoitu mto hug^r mugger in her doset, where she 
°" ''' usually had some good pye, or plumb cake, which 
her neighbours, in compassion, sent her in ; for 
the house-keeping was very mean, and she had 
not the command of any thing. When her lord 
died, the care of her, and of the whole family, and 
the ruined estate of it, devolved upon that truly 
noble person her eldest son, who, by an unparal- 
leled prudence and application, repaired the shat- 
tered estate, set his brother* (the incomparable 
Charles Hatton) and his sisters at ease. And his 
signal and pious care of his good mother is never 
to be foi^t: for be took her, destitute of all 
jointure and provisdon, home to him, and enter- 
tained her with all the indulgence and comfort he 
could. And the lady was pleased to declare that 

* QThis gentleman is mentioned in the Lard Keeper's Life 
with the some encomium ; hut I cannot yet find bj any of 
the author's papen upon vbat account.^ Note tn tke Jlrtt 
edUwn. 
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the latter end of her age was the b^nnit^ of the 

true comfort of her life. 

It may be observed by those that know much a p«"'- 
■' ■' deotiai ro- 

of times, and read the histo^cal accounts given ofwudrbrit. 

them to posterity, that many, and perhaps the 
most important passages, are not to be found in 
the histories. As in topography, some, but not 
balf of the remarkables of a country are to be 
found. Where, in our most voluminous writer^, 
to say no worse, do we find an account of the 
providential escape of this noble lord ? I must 
profess that, in uiy judgment, considering his 
apparent goodness and merit, and the tremen- 
dous caluniity that fell upon his family from the 
band of Heaven, his person was almost miracu- 
lously preserved." There never was an incident 
more indicative of a special providence than this 
was. Therefore I may be excused if I give here 
a short memorandum of it. His lordship was 
governor of Guernsey, and settled, with bis 
family, in the castle. There was his mother, his 
then wife (the Countess o£ Thanet's daughter), 
and divers of his children, and many servants. 
The castle stood upon the i-ocks washed by the 
sea ; and one night, when all were in bed, and 
bis lordship and his lady asleep, a storm of thun* 
der fired the magazine of gunpowder, and blew 
up the whole fabric ; bis mother and wife, and 
some of his diildren, and some others, were killed 
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ri^ht out. His lordship, in his bed, was carried 
and lodged upon the castle wall, whence was a 
dismal precipice among the rocks into the sea. 
His lordship, perceiving a mighty disorder, was 
going to step out of his bed to know what the 
matter was ; which if he had done, he had been 
irrecoverably lost, but in the instant of his mov- 
ing, a flash of lightning came and showed him 
the precipice ; whereupon he lay still, till people 
came and took him down. And so was this 
noble lord wonderfully, or rather, as I said, mira- 
culously, preserved. 
hte""to " '^^ greatest of the doctor's travels was into 
cure, suii Wales, to visit and be possessed of his sinecure 
uiament of Llandiuon. His design was to have gone 
"* ' inct^nito, but by means of an extraordinary divi- 
lity, he was discovered, and then he was forced 
to receive a great deal more ; for falling among 
the Moi^ns and Mansells, who honoured him 
with a claim of kindred, he could not pass with- 
out being generously entertained. He came to 
a Welsh village (to say no worse) in order to 
lodge for one night ; and the gentleman, that 
lived in the town, bdng informed that a genteel 
young parson was come to lodge at the alehouse, 
sent and invited him to take a hard bed (as they 
say) at his house. The doctor complied, and, 
after his name, relation, and errand was squeezed 
out of him. he must submit to be conducted from 



z.GoogIc 



HON. AMD SEV. DB. JOHN NORTH. 317 

house to house, company of the country attend- 
ing ; and at some be stayed a week, or less, as 
need required ; for he made himself acceptable 
every where, conforming to the ordinary ways of 
entertainment in use there, and consistent with 
his character. Sometimes, in the afternoon, they 
went to a clean, but mean alehouse, and the 
maid, that served the Welsh ale, usually made a 
curtsy, and drauk to the best in the company, 
who kissed her, and so the irolic went round. 
But once, coming to the doctor, he drank his 
cup, but omitted the ceremony that was to follon^. 
The maid, who perhaps had more _ mind to the 
smooth-chinned parson than to any of the rest, 
made him a curtsy, and " Sir," said she, " I 
perceive you do like no Wels'oman." I remem- 
ber the doctor told us that, when he came to his 
parish, he found the humour of the people very 
different frcnn what, on like occasions, was often 
found in England. For instead of grumbling at, 
and affronting, a new tithemonger come dowi} 
amongst them, too often known in English vil- 
lages, the parishioners came about and hugged 
him, calling him their pastor, and telling him 
they were his sheep. After he had made his 
escape from his many good landlords, he got him 
back to bis college as fast as he could. 

Whilst the doctor passed some of his time at his 
best brother's house in Oxfordshire, he desired to 
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HUroyige make use of that opportunity to visit the Uni- 
acqu^D- varsity of Oxford, and to make himself acquainted 
with some of the eminent men there. So we 



•"•"'""^eqiupped, and fell in, on the road, with a reve- 
rend divine, one Dr. Hutton, fellow of a col- 
lege, and minister of Aynhoe on the Hill, who 
was bound for the same port. Neither he, nor 
our doctor, knew each other but by rumour. But 
as travellers, for their pastime on the road, love 
to get acquainted, so they began a sort of amity, 
as well as familiarity. This was a most propi- 
tious incident; for Dr. Hutton, not'only enter- 
tained us most humanely, but attended the doctor 
in his visits of the (X»lleges and schools, and 
introduced him into the knowledge of the heads 
of the university, and particularly the great Dr. 
Fell, who was truly great in all his circumstances. 
capacities, undertakings, and learning, and above 
all for his superabundant public spirit and good 
will, which shined in his care of youth, especially 
those of quality, in the university. O, the felicity 
of that age and place, when his authority swayed ! 
He led us about, and showed his printing-office, 
and talked of his designs there, and the discourse 
fell wholly upon learning, books, and learned men. 
But I was not capable to bring away much, and 
remember none; and, for that reason, do not take 
upon me to account for any thing at all of it. 
But I am sure our doctor was much caressed, 
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and> with those persons whom he happened to 
converse with, seeming the most considerable, 
was courted as one whose conversation they appa- 
rently affected to compass and enjoy. 

The addition of this Welsh preferment, being, Remored 
as I take, a cure of souls, though a vicar endowed Coiirgf, to 
exercised it, might second the doctor's desires to n^^ d,. 
change his college, as being incompatible with his ^"™"- 
fellowship, on which account only I believe he 
stayed so long there. Thereupon he procured 
himself to be admitted of Trinity College, had a 
chamber assigned him, and removed all his effects 
thither. He used to allege many reasons for his 
choice of that college ; as that he valued much 
the company of that sodety, where resided many 
excellent persons; and he perceived more of the hu- 
mane and polite in that than in the lesser collf^s. 
But, above all, the leading card was the value 
he had for the more than thrice excellent master. 
Dr. Barrow. He had long ago contracted a fami- 
liar acquaintance, I may say friendship, with him, 
and they used each other in a most delightful com- 
munication of thoughts. The good Dr. Barrow 
ended his days in London, in a prebend's house 
that had a little stair to k out of the cloisters, 
which made him call it a man's nest, and I pre- 
sume it so called at this day.* The master's 

* Dr. Pope tells us that he died " in mean lodgings at a 
■adlet's near CharingOoss, an old, low, ill built house, which he 
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disease was a high fever. It had been his cus- 
tom, contracted when (upon the fund of a travd- 
ling fellowship) he was at Constantinople, in all 
his maladies, to cure himself with opium ; and, 
being veiy ill (probably) he augmented his dose, 
and so inflamed his fever, and at the same time ob- 
structed the crisis : for he was as a man knocked 
down, and had the eyes as of one distracted. Our 
doctor, seeing him so, was struck with horror ; 
for be, that knew him so well in his best health, 
could best distinguish ; and, when he left him, he 
concluded be should see him no more alive ; and 
so it proved. 
"*^iS*' ^^^ t^^ death of this most worthy person, our 
uitrnpoti doctor had the mastership of Trinity conferred 
Dr. Bar- upon him ; and thereby was' possessed, as he 
^!^^^ ' thought, of all the ease and conteiit 'he coidd by 
bnrthen. ^„j means propose to himself; and from thence he 
dated, as from an epocha, the repose he had in 
present, and in future hoped to enjoy. He ac^ 
counted himself very well settled, when he lived 
as a common master of arts in the coll^^e, without 
any aid frmn the revenues of the society. What 

hftd used for sereral jmn ; for thougli his condition vas macb 
bettered by bis obtaining the nutsteTship of Trinity Collie, 
jet ibsX had no bad influence apon his morals ; he still .coa- 
tinued the same humble person, and could not be prevailed 
upon to take more respectable lodgings." {See the Biogr<u 
pkia Brif., vol. i. p. 634.) 
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then must the alteration be when he was master, 
and had so great an increase of revenues and ac- 
commodation as that station afforded ? But oh, 
the differenre between a private condition and 
magistracj ! Before, when the doctor had no 
charge of government upon his spirits, but of him- 
self and his studies only, he was in all respects 
easy. But after this preferment, than which no- 
thing could have naore nicely suited bis desires, he 
fell under such gnawing cares and anxieties, that 
he had smalt joy of his life ; and it was really 
shortened thereby ; of which in its proper place. 
He was (to speak ironically) so unadvised as to 
think of duty and justice in government ; and, for 
that reason, he ought to be made, as he was, an 
example for the terror of others who, by rare 
chance, may fall under the mistake of such bad 
maxiins. But here we are a little too forward. 

During his former residence in Trinity Co11m«, Laboniedb 

, .... ... .the Greek, 

the doctor persevered in his appucation to the and wm 
Ch*eek literature ; and his time and pains therein }^|«,r,''^ 
were not lost, for he made such advances that he ''" •*''^- 
Was reputed one of the best Grecians in the 
university. And accordingly, in November 1672, 
he was elected Greek professor. That service 
obliged to read lectures publicly in the schools at 
appointed times ; which he performed most punc- 
tually, and thereby confirmed the opinion that was 
preconceived of him ; for he was really a prime 
VOL. III. Y 
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critic in that language. He used to say that a due 
knowledge of the Greek tongue was absolutely 
necessary tcx a divine : and as the Grecian, so the 
divine. He much wondered to aee that skill so 
much slighted aud laid aside as it was by the 
clergy in general. For his part, he did not see 
with what face a man could pretend to be of the 
clei^, and not understand Greek ; since, not 
only the New Testament, but most of the eminent 
ecclesiastical writers were in Greek: and the 
idiom of that language (not justly transferable into 
any common speech) gives the greatest light to- 
wards clearing obscure questions in divinity. 
Latin, and the vernaculars westward, which are 
almost all deduced under it, carry nearly the same 
idiom ; but the Orientals and Greek partake not 
so much of them. 
^'^'' °"' There is a notable recc^nition of our doctor's 
7 skill in Greek, left by Dr. Duport his predecessor, 
who was a famous Grrecian.* It is a congratida- 
tory poem upon our doctor's election ; and it is to 
be found printed among bis poems in octavo, by 
John Hayes, 1676, and it was designed as a com- 
pliment for the doctor's honour, who, by many, was 
thought too young For that post. This poem might 
pass very well, but for one pun, which is this, 

comicique Nubes 

Profligas, Aquilo, et facis sudum. 

So because Boreas in Homer is a clearer of the 

* He vraa the tutor of Butow. 
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air. North must interpret Aristophanes' comedy, 
entitled Niibes, and, by the style of Aquilo, make 
clear weather. This Dr. Duport was a very little 
tnan, and inclined strangely to such little conceits. 
Even in the chair, when he was deputed regius 
professor of divinity, and styled pater, he could 
not forbear saying, " Sum paterculus, sed non Vet- 
leius." But bating him that ace, he was truly a 
great man. 

Our doctor, before be was master of Trinity, or Fonneriy 
had any preferment of the gift of the crown, of ihedoset 
■ wMted as clerk of the closet to King Charles II. cwuf ii. 
That poat was not only a sure track to preferment 
in the church, but agreed exceeding well with his 
humour; for there he lived upon a hiU, and saw 
how the world went, and, withal, had his celt to 
retire to, which was a very convenient lodging in 
Whitehall, upon the parade of the court, near the . 
presence chamber. His diet waa provided for 
him ; and the chaplains in wuting were company 
to his wish. At the beginning he was in danger 
of being troubled with impertinent visits ; which 
had proved cross to him, whose design and pas- 
time was reading and thinking ; for at court there 
is always a sort of people whose day labour is 
having nothing to do, and who are apt to say, 
" Come, shall we go and spend half an hour with 
Mr. Clerk of the Closet ?" and, adding, "to drink a 
glasa of wine, or ale," who could resist ? But he 
had a caution given him by a friendly old courtier, 
y2 
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not to eDtertain at his chamber upon any account, 
not 80 much as wiUi small beer in hot weather ; 
for if he did, his quiet would forsake him. AH 
advice is acceptable to those who are inclined 
beforehand to take it; as the doctor was, who 
lived, like a hermit in his cell, in the midst of the 
court, and proved the title of a foolish French 
writer. La solitude de la cour. 
Deit as ft I ijayg heard him say that, in times before the 
toBomede- Reformation, by institution, or usage, the clerk oi 

yoM people n I. . 

•t White- the doset was the proper confessor of the court. 
And when he resided there, divers persons, iar 
from Papbts, especially ladies, who thought auri- 
cular confession, though no duty, a pious practice, 
applied to him &r like purposes, and to ease their 
minds. And he as piously conformed, and did the 
office of a pastor, or parockus of the court. I 
have also heard him say that, for the number of 
persons that resided in the court, a place reputed 
a centre of all vice and irreli^on, he thought there 
were as many truly pious and strictly religious, as 
could be found in any other resort whatsoever. 
And he never saw so much fervent devotion, and 
such frequent acts of piety and charity, as liis sta- 
tion gave him occasion to observe there. It often 
falls out that extremes are conterminous, and as 
contraries illustrate each other, so here virtue and 
vice. Tlierefore it is not reasonable to condenm. 
af^^regates of any denomination, or the individuals 
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separately, for the practices of some, although 
they may be the ruling party amongst them. 

I>uring this sunshine of favour, the doctor ol>- Obuined » 

prebcndarr 

tained a prebendary of Westminster; which alsoofWe«-j 
snited him well because there was ' a house, and 
accommodations for living in town, and the con- 
tent and joy he conceived in being a member of so 
considerable a body of learned men, and dignified 
in the church, as the body of prebends were; abso- 
lutely unlike an inferior college in the university. 
Here was no faction, division, or uneasiness, but> 
as becoming persons learned and wise, they lived 
truly as brethren, quarrelling being never found 
but among fools or knaves. He used to deplore 
the bad condition of that collegiate church, which 
to support was as much as they were able to do. 
It was an extensive and industrious managery to 
carry on the repairs. And of later time so much 
hath been laid out that way as would have rebuilt 
some part of it. This residence was one of his 
retreats, where he found some ease and comfort jn 
bis deplorable weakness ; as I shall show when I 
come to that melancholy pass. 

The doctor was much honoured by the counte- Aaepttd 
_ and greatljr 

nance, or rather friendship, of the Duke of Lau- ^teemed 

derdale. He was his majesty's commissioner for pu^'of 

Scotland ; and being himself a very learned man,* Lauderi«k. 

• " He was," says Bnmet (who was well acquainted with 
him) " very learned, not only in Latin, in which he was a 
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•wea a great favourer and encourager of all such. 
The doctor came first into his acquaintance by the 
means of the duchess. When she was a widow, 
with the title of Countess of Disert, she lived at 
Fakenhara in Suffolk, not far from the doctor's 
relatiohs, who neighbourly corresponded. This 
lady's two sons, the Talmaches, and the doctor 
were playfellows at school and at home ; and after 
be was grown up, she desired to see him, and he 
often waited upon her, and most respectfully 
answered her severe catechizations ; for she was 
a lady of abundant wit, and knowledge of state 
affairs and the court. Thence the passage was 
direct into the conversation of the duke, who, 
finding the doctor a weE-read scholar, judicious, 
and in the learned languages a critic, and what, 
at that time, was too much wanted among the 
men of parts, of loyal principles, sustained by rules 
of duty and policy inexpugnable, greatly esteemed, 
and frequently admitted him into a familiarity of 
converse with him. He communicated his library, 
which was spacious, and furnished with books that 
were curious and scarce, especially in matters 

master, but in Greek and Hebrew. He had read a great 
d^ttl of divinity, and abnost all the historians, ancient and 
modem ; so that he had great niaterialB. He had, with these, 
an extraordinary memory, and a copious but unpolished e:^' 
pression. 'He was a man,' as the Duke of Buckingham 
called him to me, ' of a blundering understanding.' " (^Omn 
Tim, vol. i. p. J62.) 
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relating to the sacred history ; and there was op- 
portunity of discoursing of editions and criticism, 
and abo of what had been much the duke's study, 
the subjects of popery and fanaticism. 

It happened that once, when the k 
Newmarket, the duke, though no horse-racer, at- '^ .l^*^^ 
tended. And it concerned him not a little to be »>f Lsuder- 

dale. 
continually near the king ; for, at that time, the 

spirit of sedition was rampant. And, with that 
spirit, the court itself was not a little infected, 
which pointed, not only at the Duke of York and 
his succession, but, for like ends, at the king him- 
self; but most of all at the Duke of Lauderdale, 
who stood like a rock in the way. It had been a 
court trick, when any points of consequence, and 
dbagreeable to the ministers, were to be gained 
by tearing, to take the opportunity of the New- 
market meetings, when the grave counsellorB 
were at London, or elsewhere far enough off. , 
Hierefore the duke, knowing that the stress would 
light upon the affairs of Scotland, his province, 
and person, in order to get him, if possiUe, re- 
moved, thought fit to be, as they say, at the shav- 
ing of his own beard. The body of the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge complnnented the duke with 
an invitation to an entertainment, which he ac- 
cepted ; and nothing was wanting that could be 
thought of to make it agreeable to him. In tiie 
Regent-house he was placed at the upper end of 
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the table, and there saw and heard the nutnaer 
and forms of creating a doctor of divinity ; and, - 
as a respect to the duke, that degree was solemnly 
conferred upon our doctor as one of his favourites ; 
, and, by that opportunity, the doctor came into 
his degree easily, which, in the common tradi, 
had been both expensive and troublesome. Then 
the duke had the offer of doctor of laws, with 
wliich statesmen, as suitable to their profession, are 
ordinarily complimented. The duke accepted it, 
and the grace of the houses for it passed in fdrrn. 
Then, the orator having made his eloquent speech, 
all was thojight to be over. But the duke, rising 
up, began with a loud voice, " Non conabor,'' &c. 
to answer the orator, and concluded in a stately 
form, with thanks to his al?na mater. One 
thing was remarkable : the duke was one of the 
tallest and most bulky men one should ordinarily 
see *, and the orator the least. But whether the 
duke complimented the orator with an advantage 
in eloquence, as himself had in figure, those, who 
saw and heard both, may determine. But certain- 
ly the discourse of the professor in executing the 
forms of creating the doctor of divinity.all in purest 
Terentian Latin, and most apt invention, was an 

' " He was very big ; his hair red, hanging oddly about 
him ; his tongue was too big for tiis mouth, which made him 
bedew all that he talked to." {Bumei't Onn Time, vol. i. 
p. 162.) 
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accomplished delight and entertainment to us 
aliens that never heard the like before. But, in 
conclusion of all these academic operations, we 
have got a finished doctor of divinity ; and now 
we may with better warrant than, as hitherto, for 
pure compendium, give him the style accordingly. 

After the death of the excellent Master Dr. ite mas- 
Barrow, who sat as vice-chancellor at the solem-.^j,;[^° 
nity beforementioned, our doctor, as I hinted be- {^J^™*"' 
fore, was preferred to the mastership of Trinity heart>con- 
College. That was a settlement beyond which 
his ambition had no farther view: and he was 
not in his nature capable of being more happy 
than he was at his first entrance upon that charge. 
But how circumstances altered to prevent his ease 
and content unto a state of trouble, misery, and 
finally loss of life, I am to make the conclusion of 
this narrative. But in the mean time, upon bis 
leaving his attendance at court, which had- made 
a great gap in the midst of his studies, and 
caused him often grievously to complain, he was 
restored to his text, and might prosecute his de- 
signs in his beloved college, where he found him- 
self posted with honour and advantage ; and, as it 
was his desire, so it was his fate to die master 
of Trinity. 

And now, before we advance farther, it will Account of 

, the doctor's 
not be amiss to take some account of the. doctors modieg. 

studies, relate what we know of them, and of his 
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designs to publish ; as he had surely done if be 
had Uved to have (or to have thought he had) 
finished any of the works upon his anvil. And 
considering I have here undertaken the life of a 
person, who, like a Nourishing fruit-tree, blossom- 
ed fairly, and then underwent a fetal blight that 
destroyed fruit and tree altogether, for whigh 
reason there will not fall out much of action to 
be historically related, I may be indulged in 
speculation, which had been the chief work of his 
life. The work of philology being well over, the 
doctor did not confine himself to the study of 
theol(^y, though that was become his avowed 
profession, but extended his inquiries into the 
dark recesses of learned antiquities, languages, 
and philosoptiy, and making comparisons of it in 
the -several ages of its fiourishiiig; noting the 
various sects, and the changes in their opi- 
nions, and the transitions from one sect to ano- 
ther. He took notice that such a history was 
much wanted ; but, of collectors and transcribes 
of sentences, that there were more than enough. 
He was partial to Plato, and recommended the 
reading his works to students. He put out an 
edition of some select pieces, which concerned 
chiefly the catastrophe of Socrates. This wa? 
published in octavo, at Cambridge, 1673, and en- 
titled, " Platonis Dialogi Sekcti." In a short 
preface, the doctor shows how moral philosophy 
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came into Greece, gives a short character of So- 
crates and his manner of teaching, and then the 
occasion of this publication, and why of these 
■ rather than any other pieces of Plato ; for these 
contain a knowledge that every one ought to 
covet; whereas the others contain many dry 
speculations fit enough for the proper time, and 
now for such as covet to know every thing. And 
hereby this choice is had at a cheap rate, which, 
in the whole works, would be a great expense ; 
and he wonders that Aristotle had been often 
published in separate volumes, but never Plato. 
He gives a short agcount of each of the pieces, 
and why he chose the translation of Ficinus ra- 
ther than Serranus, and of his adding a sectionary 
index to the whole. There are some other pieces 
of ancient philosophy, which are published and 
joined in a collection of the like, made by Dr. 
ThcwnasGale. These were published in 1671 ; and 

of our doctor's share, he gives this account 

" Habes denique Pythagorica Fragmenta. Videre 
ea quidem jam SiSpius tucem, transfusa in pbires, 
credo, formas gmm ipsius Pylhagora Anima. Ex 
lis alia nunc prima Latine versa, alia autan notis 
illustrata dtbes Johanni North, V. C. qui generis 
sui claritudinem virtute et erudition£ exeequat." 
Nothing more of his hath come through the press 
to my knowledge ; but, by what I have heard 
him say, I guess he intended to publish more of 
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the like ; intending thereby to draw the scholars 
off from their rigid attachments to Aristotle, into 
an acquaintance with Plato ; and if he had lived, 
he might" have done much more towards it, if 
what he did had not a considerable effect, 
^i^e ^* ^^^""^ ^^^ doctor thought Plato's wa^ of phi- 
of ArU- losoDhizinir more consonant to Christian moraUty 

totle'a phi- *^ ° „ , ■ 

loMphjr- than Aristotle's was. The ancient fathers in- 
clined that way, until a known course of corrup- 
tion in the hierarchy bred an occasion to abandon 
Plato, and to take up with Aristotle, whose dis- 
cipline was apter for maintaining indeterminate 
disputes about any thing or nothing, truth or 
falsity, and eiror, almost indifferently. What 
else could be the meaning of their pouring oiit of 
Aristotle that empty jai^n, of matter and form, 
upon the holy eucharist ; by which, and many 
syllogistical artifices, they maintain their gainful 
impositions, and, particularly, that monstrous ab- 
surdity transubstantiation. Which they fortiiy 
with chimeric notions of substance and accident, 
out of the same nonsensical philosophy. What 
imports Aristotle's having had a transcendent 
genius, if his insufferable domineering, and con- 
tempt of others, led him to divide from truth, 
and to take up with certain schemes of words 
that signify nothing, whereby to make all his 
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The doctor's hand-writing was very oeat and hu wrfi- 
clean, much resembling what, now-a-days, they d»nj Greek, 
call an Elzevir letter. He used a smooth and ^,. 
round pen, without cutting his letters, which 
were singularly well formed and l^ble ; and yet 
not like to any other man's hand-writing, which 
happens to many that write for themselves, and 
much in a solitary way. His characters were 
small, but very black, using no abbreviations. 
But above all, his Greek writing was exquisite, 
which demonstrated that he wrote a great deal of 
it. I have seen .many of his letters, and also notes 
upon authors ; and do not remember to have seen 
a Uot, or obliteration, in them. This argues a 
very considerate proceeding, and a clear under- 
standing, which, going before the pen, prevented 
the occasion of many corrections and alterations, 
as most ordinary writers are tormented with. 
And it seems, that, for order of writing, he chose 
the pattern of printed books. 

As for the arts and sciences that flourished in a friend 
his time, he desired to be a stranger to none ; but grJat"at^ 
did not professedly pursue, tliem. Upon this ac- ^™h^^''* 
count he applied to the mathematics, but as a ''<='■ 
iriend, and not as a lover. He used to converse 
much with Dr. Barrow (who, in those sciences 
had gone great lengths) which one would have 
thought should have fired him ; but it had a most 
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coDtrary effect, for it cooled him and made him 
abandon the study. The doctor represented to 
him what pains he had taken, and particularly, 
that he had spent more time upon one proposi- 
tion, which was to prove an arch of a circle equal 
to a straight line (in order to square, the circle) 
than most men spend in qualifying themselves for 
gainful professions ; and all that he got, was a 
demonstration that it was impossible to be done. 
He found reason to suspect that every arch and 
every straight line were incommensurable, and 
then, OS he observes, " actum est de tetragonismo," 
there is an end of squaring the circle. Hereby 
the doctor perceived that, if he pursued mathe- 
matics, he must adhere, and neglect all his other 
studies and designs, in which he found himself 
much advanced. Sir Isaac Newton was in the 
coU^e a contemporary, and, being made by na- 
ture and inclination for mathematical studies, 
had much encouragement and assistance therein . 
from Dr. Barrow, n(ho, as some say, first hinted 
to him the plan of his great cosmt^^phical sys- 
tem. But, however, it falls out oddly that, to the 
best of my remembrance, Dr. Barrow is not so 
much as mentioned in any of his writings. This 
being so, old Aristotle himself, consulting his own 
feme, could not have done better. 

While the doctor lived in Jesus College, and 
was fellow, he had but one solitary pupil ; and 
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that youth* discovered to him an inclination to "'"' ■■<= 

. , . . ,.. dMltwith 

KDOw what the mathematics were. His tutor a Miiury 
thereupon procured him Foumier's first six hooks ^^ b^- 
of Euclid, and wished him to read them. The'^*^ 
lad fell to, and,' after the definitions, read the two 
first propositions, and then remonstrated to his 
tutor that he found no encouragement to go 
on; for there was a triangle and a strai^t 
line, and a stir to prove equahties that were 
plain of themselves. The doctor answered, " that 
if any one read mathematics, and was not de- 
lighted, he might take it for granted that he did 
not understand what he read." Thereupon the 
scholar read farther, and found that a line struck 
obliquely over one or two others, plainly proved 
that the three angles of every triangle were equal 
to two right ones. And then, mastering the 
47"' proposition and some others, he acquired such 
a taste as carried him through a student's course ; 
and though he was no great proficient, yet he was 
fond of the mathematlc sciences ever after. 

As for the philosophy, whereof M. Des Cartes M»«<er of 

•^ ^ ■' the, then, 

was the celebrated author ; the doctor made him- aew phlio- 
self master of it so for, that he could show ''' 
wherein it was ccnncident with, and wherein it 
differed from, the ancient sects, and so brought it 
into connexion, pursuant to the design of his in- 

* [His brother Rt^er, the honourable author of this wwk.] 
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tended history of philosophy. But he did not set 
up for a dc^matist in particulars, and chose to 
keep upon the volant, free to discourse and cen- 
sure as he, from time to time, thoughtfit, declin- 
ing all ipse dixit's, or taking sides, as of a sect or 
party. In his conversation upon these subjects, 
he kept to the method of the schools, where solvit, 
or non solvit, rather than true or false, carries it ; 
though the former is not the criterium of the lat- 
ter ; for there may be many solutions, and yet 
there can be but one truth. And it may happen 
that, according to our understandings, that one 
truth, in our judgment, shall appear to he no solu- 
tion. Among his virtuoso friends and acquaint- 
ance, he loved to spar questions, and foment dis- 
putes, and then whip into the chair as moderator, 
siding as he thoi^ht the reason swayed : and they 
must look well to their hits ; for a false, or weak, 
reasoning seldom escaped him ; and they must 
make good their ailments, or let go their hold. 
His hardest task was to keep his disputants in 
due bounds ; for, in the most disinterested alter- 
cations, heats wiU kindle and exasperate, till the 
parties can scarce, understand one another. And, 
in this manner, the doctor and his near friends, 
with utmost content and satisfaction, used to en- 
tertain their hours, when affairs permitted them 
to be so happy. 

I have observed that men, professing general . 



:dbvGoogIe 



HON. AND EEV. DE. JOHN NORTH. 337 
learning, after they have coursed thronirh all "'" ™'™* 

c J "to purane 

sciences, and literate enquiries, have at "length certain 
determined their thouj^ts towards some particu- *" ^ 
lar subjects which have proved to be favourites, 
and have become so taken up with them, that 
their appUcation hath been chiefly regarding 
them; and, from thenceforth, matters relating 
thereto shall be more strictly canvassed and pur- 
sued than any other ; and all in hopes of making 
some advances therein. Accordingly the doctffl* 
began to concentrate his thoughts to certain par- 
ticular subjects, and had formed the outlines of 
some tracts he intended to compose for the im- 
provement of leitrning in those topics which he 
thought had been imperfectly held forth, and not 
well understood. And of these, according to my 
best remembrance of his ordinary talk, and the 
hints he threw out, I purpose to give the best ac- 
count I can. 

I am well assured that he intended to compose Historr oi 
a critical history of philosophy and philosophers, hq^ iiea- 
with the ori^nations, connexions, transitions and Jj^ ' ^ 
alterations of the opinions, and also of the several 
sects, how they sprang up, one under another, 
comparing their tenets, and showing wherein they 
agreed and disagreed, with their squabblings and 
altercations ; and so coming down so low as his 
own time, to show how the modems had borrowed 
firom the ancients, and what they had set up new 
vol.. III. z 
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of their own. He used to say there was little of 
this kind of learning to be found in print, and, 
being once well done, it would be very useful to 
scholars. I do not remember that Rapin's Works, 
which tend a little that way, were then published ; 
but his design is more criticism than history. 
The doctor also intended a history of the heathen 
theol(^, which he said was almost whdiy want- 
ed. As for comments and notes of his own upon 
the Greek and Latin classic authors, he had great 
heaps of tbem by him. But, as I think, he in- 
tended not to publish any but occasionally, as 
authors might happen to be reprinted, when they 
might be serviceable. And of that sort were his 
notes upon some forementioned pieces of the Pla- 
tonic school, put out by Mr. Gale. 
'^'°'' In Christian theolfMiy he had a full intention to 

Republics publish a thorough confutation of the Socinians ; 
Hobbea. and some shrewd touches that way were found 
in a note-book, which by chance escaped the fire, 
as I shall show. I have beard him speak much 
of the importance of that controversy ; and he was 
80 far a prophet as to declare he thought that he- 
resy would soon break out and insiUt Christianity 
itself. I do not remember he discovered any dis- 
position to. attack the papists, or sectaries, though 
he bad considered them well ; but he might think 
there were labourers enough at that oar. In po- 
litics he had no mean designs. I think they may 
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be reduced to three subjects. 1. To expose a de- 
ceitfiil notion of a republic, which he accounted 
the wOTst of tyrannies under a mask of liberty, 
showing the diabolical oppressions, injustices, and 
ingratitude of communities acted in course, and 
especially against good and just men. He said he 
would go no farther for this than a history of the 
republic of Athens, which would show it fully. 

The government of that city came nearest to 
a pure democracy, of any that ever was in the 
world. It suffered continual changes (such is the 
natural tendency of a populace), and, at length, 
fell under tyranny in the worst sense, which is 
the proper end of all popular sway. 2. He in- 
tended a confutation of Mr. Hobbes (a writer, at 
that time, much in vogue); and 3. as an appendant 
to that, a discourse of natural justice amongst 
men, all positive laws whatsoever abstracted ; that 
is, how all men, according to right reason, are 
bound to live together, if no pact, or law, of any 
kind, had been ever established. This was the 
forwardest of any design he had. I have cast an 
eye-glancing at a large folio book of his own 
hand-writing (and very fair) upon that subject, 
but might not read any part of it. So nice was 
he of even his friend's censiure of what he did : 
how much more of the public ? I neither know 
nor bdieve that he made any person living ac- 
quainted with his scheme ; but he hath often in 
Z2 
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discourse proffered divers of his noUons, which I 
thought very singular. I do not know of any 
other writing design he had; but am sure his 
mind was always full of various flowers, which 
often in discourse broke from him, and were such 
as, if he had lived, might have proved subjects of 
useful treatises. And as. to his tenets add opi- 
nions in those he was at work upon, I shall, from 
the light of the little note-book I hare of his, give 
some faint account. 
Complain- By what has been said it appears that he was 
drudgery of cxtrcmcly nice in all his compositions ; and, how- 
compoaing. g^gj. jj. fgj^ ^jjjj tjjg gubject matter, he was sure 
never to be pleased with his own composition and 
style. He never used an amanuensis ; therefore 
be might justly, as he often did, complain of the 
drudgery of composing, and of the great difficulty 
of writing well. He was much taken with the 
penning of the History of the Royal Society, by 
Dr. Sprat, and said, that if he might so acquire 
the style of that writer, he would read no other 
book for a whole year. He used also to say, that 
study and invention were his pleasures, but pen- 
ning his greatest laboiu* and pain. It is thought 
that the Lord Verulam invented and su^ested ; 
but then, as to the transcribing, or even metho> 
dising, his matters, he rested himself upon others. 
The Romish interest have numerous learned so- 
cieties, and not a few of the same order ; witness 
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tiie Jesuits who communicate, in any great work 
that is to be published, by sending out tasks to 
their brethren as they think will be best per- 
formed ; all which returned, and composed by 
that collie, or person who sits at the helm, a 
stately work is launched. These are not in the 
power of a solitary author, whose heart is broken 
by the pains of digesting and transcribing, to say 
nothing of the charge of amanuenses and copiers. 
It is pity there is not the like communication 
amongst us. 

This niceness of our doctor, being so very ue^ad no 
severe as it was, had an unlucky turn by keeping nnd suffEr-' 
back the closing of any work. He never thought iiownes". 
it complete, as it should be, and would do all 
himself, invent, consult, coinpare, digest, and 
transcribe, and never used any amanuensis, or 
copier, and, by this means, the public lost all the 
fruit, and hie the credit, of all his labours. He 
had a ready, clear, and significant style, and 
wanted nothing, but what too many have too 
great a share of, confidence, and assurance of 
himself This may appear in those scraps of his 
which are in print. But another inconvenience 
attended hb labours to be exact : and it was this. 
He found that, by often iterating, his thoughts 
Jost "af their force, and his pen grew stiff, (as they 
say that painters, in working up, lose the spirit 
of the first draught.) I have heard him complain 
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sensibly of these inconveniences ; but such helps, 
as I hare mentioned, would have given him gteat 
ease, but he was- not disposed to favour bimsdf 
that way. This slowness of his penwork was a 
prejudice to him iu other respects ; for his mind 
was full, and wanted a dtschai^ ; and that drew 
a weight upon his spirits. Sorrow, they say, is 
eased by complaining, though to the winds. So 
a learned man, that gathers for writing, may be 
so full charged, that, until he hath unloaded his 
thoughts upon paper, and to his satisfaction, he 
finds little ease. 
Suipriseii But the worst of all was, that, while his writimrs 
sickness; wcrc in this manner retarded, young as he was, a 
t^er/au'fiital sickness overtook him, whereby all at tmce 
™t'«fttie ^® ^^^ utterly disabled to pursue, or finish, any 
^- thing he had, at any time of his life, given a be- 

ginning to. Under this infliction, finding himself, 
as to all future study and composing, in a despe- 
rate condition, he adjured his* best friend, and 
tnistee of all his concerns (whom he had, in his 
will, made sole executor) to bum every writing of 
his own hand, left behind him, immediately after 
his death. And he would not be entreated to the 
contrary, nor satisfied without a solemn promise 
of him, in express words, that he would faithfully 
do it. It is probable he had done it himself; but 

• The Lord Keeper Guilford. 
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life is scarce ever without hopes of better than utter 
extremity ; and it was possible for God to restore 
hiin to his strength of body and mind. But it 
fell out otherwise ; for his condition was languish- 
ing to the time of his death, of which the melao- 
choly account is at hand : and he was so &r des- 
perate as to all study that, if he attempted any 
thing tending that way, it brought epileptic fits 
upon hitn, which tortured and exceedingly di^- 
rited him ; so that his friend could not deny what 
he so fervently asked. Accordingly, not long 
after his death, all his critical notes, lectures, 
sermons, animadversions, treatises, and discoiu'ses 
of all kinds, perfect if any were so, and imperfect, 
useful or not, went altogether in lumps, as in- 
nocent martyrs, to the fire. 

But it hath fallen out that one of his pocket- a Email 

, , . . . i« 1. • nole-book 

books in octavo, containmg some ot his extempo- escaped ih* 
raneous thoughts upon various subjects, out of all '"'^' 
order, some with ink, but most with red chalk, or 
black lead, clapped down there on a sudden, lay out 
(^ the way, and escaped this general conflagration. 
And however, I am suspended from communicat- 
ing these notes in any way (for such extempora- 
neous scraps must needs carry many defects) I 
shall nevertheless give a short account of the chief 
of them, and thereby demonstrate the tendency of 
his designs and studies. 

The subjects may be ranged under thoe gene- 
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ral heads: ). Divinity, 2. Criticism, 3. Philosophy, 
4. Politics. As to the first, it appears the doctor 
was prepared to batter the atheists, and then the 
Arians and Socinians. After having laid open 
their strengths, he meant to attack them with 
their own arms (as they pretend), right reason. 
And, in order to this, he hints somewhat of the 
reason of the Christian religion, and the holy sa- 
craments of it ; and finally to support the autho- 
rity of the holy scripture ; which done, he thoi^ht 
there would be an end of Socinianism. There are 
some remarkable touches concerning Arminius 
and Calvin. He is manifestly of opinion with the 
former, but looks upon the other, with respect 
to ignorant men, to be more politic, and thereby; 
in some respects, fitter to maintain religion in 
them, because more suited to their capacity. But 
that is referred to art, and not to truth, and ought 
to be ranked with the p'uefraudes, or holy cheats ; 
which seems no good character of presbytery. 
It hath been .known that the worst of heresies 
have been popular. There are some remarks 
upon the Roman Catholics and latitudlnarians, 
but not so copious as upon other heads. There 
are also many touches about the heathen theolt^; 
a learning he much affected, tending to improve 
and clear the history of the heathen idolatry 
There is little Criticism ; but enough to show he 
was not a little' concerned about style and lan- 
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gu^e. The account given of Aristotle's logic is 
with more freedom than the humour of the uni- 
versity, among the seniors at least at that time, 
would have allowed. He chargeth it to be, not 
only useless, but pernicious to all true philosophy 
and knowledge ; and proves it by the vtun oflT- 
spring it had, meaning the schoolmen, and scho- 
lastic disputation. As to his Philosophy, I miiat 
observe that there is a manifest track of the 
beforementioned design of writing the history erf" 
the ancient phUosophy, with a comparison of the 
ancients one with another, and of all with the mo- 
dems ; which had been a work, which the greatest 
scholar might have been proud of. It appear* 
here he was not a follower of Aristotle, or of 
any other ; but, according to the justness of his 
thoughts, doth right to all, and, impartially to 
prefer truth, he applauds and censures clearly, and 
(after his way of thinking) according to merit. 
He was not wonderfully instructed in the minute 
particularities of Cartesius's mundane system, nor 
was it very material for him, or any one else, so 
to be. The last head of those under which I have 
ranged his notes, is Politics, and dealt most in the 
state of nature, and the original foundations of 
right and wrong amongst men ; from whence, as 
I touched before, he intended to derive his prin- 
ciples of government and law. This is chiefly 
levdled against Mr. Hobbes, and shows some 
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sparks of that fire he was kindling to cast a better 
light upon nature's primordial laws than that 
author had set up. He slighted confuting that 
author, whose frame leaned upon two or three 
prindples, which when once proved false, the 
whole structure must come down which that au- 
thor had, with a world of wit and plausibilitj, 
erected thereupon. As for instance, against the 
opinion that a state of nature is a state of war, he 
opposeth demonstration that it is otherwise, being 
a state of pure amity and innocence. And it is this: 
Man entered not into society for fear ; for before 
there could be any causes of fear from one another, 
they joined themselves into little companies. Now 
the fault of Mr. Hobbes is, that he measures the 
primitive state by the humour of men now in so- 
ciety. There was that ipnate simplicity in men 
: themselves, which we admire now only in chUdreD ; 
and that, which collected them first tc^ther, was 
no other than what makes other creatures delight 
in their own kind, and herd together. So by de- 
grees they came to the more close union of society ; 
and when the world grew straiter, and men 
were put to greater shifts, then they b^;an to war. 
He is much against that piece of Hobbism, that 
the magbtrate's power is derived from the people ; 
and, for that reason, a supreme magistrate can do 
no wrong, or, as Mr. Hobbes says, right and irre- 
sistible power are all one. The doctor shows 
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that, under laws, the magistrate can do no more, 
rightfully, than a private person might do by the 
law of nature. As when a magistrate kills a thief, 
it is not by virtue of a power derived from the 
thief, as one involved in the common submission; 
but he doth it in right of the injured party, who, 
in the state of nature, might rightfully have done 
the same. Therefore as particular persons, in 
the state of nature, may do wrong ; so when the 
magistrate (though enabled as to force under laws) 
doth the like, he is equally a wrong doer. And, 
for this reason, the chief magistrate, under laws, 
may act as wickedly unjust, as a private person. 
Id a natural state, can be. Therefore it is a per- 
nicious opinion that the supreme power can do no 
wrong, and countenanceth tyranny, and especially 
that of assemblies who are most apt to call them- 
selves the people. The doctor derided the opinion 
that the estimate of pure nature was to be taken 
from any persons adult, and educated in corrup- 
tion, and confirmed by practice, howsoever law- 
lessly jumbled together. All which bad customs, 
reflecting upon pure nature, vanish, leaving only 
innocence in the room. And even his terrigenal 
men would be void of ambition, or knowledge of 
wants ; for even appetite is a result of experience. 
I do not remember much in his notes of the patri- 
archal or theocratical schemes of govemiAent; 
perhaps they lay out of the way of his inquisitions. 
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He thought that adult persons were free from the 
dut7 of filial obedience ; which is agaiast the pa- 
triarchal scheme, and, as I ( .1 ' e it, right reason, 
which makes that duty co-equ :l with life itself; 
for he that hath a life lent him, is a debtor for it 
alt the days of hb life. 
^Xrii^w' I s^^ "^''t touch upon some singularities of the 
doctor's fancy and humour, and some other cir- 
cumstances relating to his character and studies ; 
and so, passing over the divers stages of his life, as 
my memory serves, defer what will be very melan- 
choly as near the catastrophe of this design as I 
may. He was taken notice of in the university 
for venting new notions, as they are called, in his 
public exercises ; for which I might appeal to his 
notes. But that is so sorry a one that I shall lay 
no stress upon it ; and must profess myself under 
no small concern that all his books and papers felt 
not into my hands as those did. It had been a 
shrewd temptation to have snapped a parole, or 
'trust, prqudicial to no account but of the fire. 
But his humour was to hold all within himself till 
he was entirely satisfied that no slip, or oversight, 
might give disadvantage to his cause or himself; 
lest any less guarded words, or expressions, should 
escape him. Nothing could have secured him 
better 'n that point, than the participation of his 
fiiendb. ,Iq a critic of works, an author hath but 
one eye upon liis own ; but, upon another's, he 
hath two, and spectacles to boot. He was so 
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deeply concerned for his cause, as well as his own 
esteem, that he durst not trust even a friend with 
either. And he had a dread lest this little note- 
book, of which I have given an account, might 
happen to stray and fall into unknown persons' 
hands, who possibly might misconstrue his mean- 
ing. In contem]dation of which contingent, he 
wrote upon it this pleasant imprecation ; "I be- 
shtew his heart, that gathers my opinion from any 
thing he finds wrote here." 

He was always exceeding thoughtftil, and fiill "'■ pen*- 
of notions. He could not rest from working upon tboughiM- 
his designs, and, at the same time, so diffident ofH,^), diV- 
the event, that, between impulse and despair, he ***°^- 
was like Mahomet in his tomb, or, as they say, 
Erasmus hung. Despair had the greatest influ- 
ence ; and it sat so hard upon his spirits that he 
desired rather to be utterly foi^ot, than that any 
memorial of his dealing in literature should remain 
to show that such a one as he existed, which 
should not be proof against the teeth of the next 
Hges. After he had the government of himself, he 
would not endure that a picture should be made 
of him, though he was much courted and invited 
by Sir Peter Lely to it. And, what was very odd, 
he would not leave the print in his bed, where he 
had lain, remain undefaced. 

As to his person and constitution, excepting fi"^^- 
only the agreeable air of his countenance, and weak eon- 
florid head of flaxen hair, I have little to produce 
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that may be commended. His temp^atore of 
bod^, and his austere course of life, were ill 
matched, and his complexion agreed with neither; 
for his face was always tinted with a fresh colour, 
and his looks v^ete and sanguine, and, as some 
used to jest, his features were ^scandalous, as 
showing rather a madam entravestie, than a book- 
worm. But his flesh was strangely flaccid and 
soft, his going weak and shuffling, often crossing 
bis legs as if he were tipsy ; his sleep seldom, or 
nerer, easy, but interrupted with unquiet and 
painful dreams, the reposes he had were short and 
by snatches ; his active spirit had rarely any per- 
fect settlement or rest. 

iDciined to The distempers which most afflicted, or rather 

the stooe, "^ ■ , 

ud ad- frighted bim, were travel and rheums. The for- 

dlcted w, ,,,.., 

fiird)ode mer held him m sad expectations most part m 

his life, and the other were most ut^nt towards 
his latter end ; and, in truth, were the occasion of 
his death, as will be showed afterwards. His worst 
indisposition lay in his mind, that is, an unhappy 
tendency to believe that, in all incidents and emer- 
gencies, the worst that in possibility might happen, 
Vould fall to his share ; and, accordingly, his-raind 
always lighted upon extremes. He never had a 
fit of the stone in all his life, but voided plenty of 
red gravel, which he was told was a symptom that 
no stone gathered. But that weighed little with 
bim ; for every morning he speculated his urine, 
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and, as the use of splenetic folks is, called wit- 
nesses to see what quantities of gravel he voided. 
But such are the failings of sedentary persons, and 
those who pass most of their time alone. A li& 
of action allows not leisure to dwell upon such pe- 
'Bections, But this excuse the doctor had: his 
father died a miserable martyr to the stone ; and 
many think that disease, as well as the gout, often 
goes from father to son. But the doctor's humour, 
ill these respects, was so extreme, that his fore- 
boding of evils to come, often put him into real 
passion. I have heard him, in almost agonising 
concern, say that it was not death that he feared, 
but a painful life. I have hinted his corporal in- 
firmity before. He had not the spirits of a good 
constitutioD, such as support men in actions of 
' personal valour, and contempt of danger, though 
stating them in the face. He had a good share of 
philosophy, but not enough to fill up that blank in 
his nature. If there be a state wherein brutes 
have an advantage over human kind, it lies in 
their nescience of evils to come, which protects 
them from anticipating calamities, or, like men, 
whether certain or uncertain, make them present 
by imagination. 

It is certain he was overmuch addicted to think- *^'**' """ 

about small 

ing, or else he performed it with more labour and matters, 
intenseness than other men ordinarily do ; for, in h)a uawre. 
the end, it will appear that he was a martyr to 
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study. He scarce ever allowed himself any vaca- 
tion ; what he had, was forced upon him. There 
was no undertaking, or occurrence, how trivial 
soever, whereof all the circumstances or emergen- 
cies, that possibly might concern him, were not 
valued and revolved in his mind, lest he should be 
so unhappy as to oversee any ; as if mere trifles 
had been cardinal to the interests of his whole life. 
If he was to ride to his father's house, walk to 
church, or make any visit in town, he was in pain 
about the contingents, and so low as to fret at the 
fancy he had, that the people in the street looked 
on him. He was, in a word, the most intense and 
passionate thinker, that ever lived, and was in his 
right mind. I may be here told that if I think, by 
these descriptions, to exhibit the portrait of a great 
man, I am out of the way ; for what is less con- 
sistent with such a character than such timidities ? 
I answer that I am not giving the portrait of a 
perfect man ; and whoever pretends so to do, is a 
foul flatterer ; and yet the character I give, is no 
small one, because of a single infirmity, natural 
and unavoidable. If any man, however in name 
and truth, great, did not labour under some un- 
happy crisis of body, of one kind or other, which 
inclined him to tran^ress in the decorum of his 
actions, the doctor had much to answer for in 
being so singular ; but if it be (as certainly it is) 
otherwise, then all that can be required of a wise 
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and good man, is to know liis foible, and strive to 
correct it ; and if he hold himself firm against all 
manner of corruption, which might grow up un- 
der it, and keeps down scandal, he is completely 
absolved. 

That our doctor was well entitled, under this Hii contl- 
apology, I am fully satisfied. For, first, he under- ptKtkt to 
stood himself, and all his peculiar iraUlies, perfect* ™^'' *''"'- 
ly well. And his friends could not show him more 
of himself than he knew ; and, if there was any dif- 
ference, the weight feu on his side, who was sensible 
of more foibles in his nature than his friends could 
observe. But they could perceive him often strug* 
gling with himself to curb excesses growing upon 
him; and he was either' much overseen, or sur- 
prised, when he showed any extraordinary concern 
or passion. And in his government of himself 
he succeeded so well that strangers seldom, or 
never, perceived his disorders : but, among fiiends, 
he was more off his guard, and gave some advan- 
tages against himself which sei-ved for raillery; and 
that never displeased hira. And he used his friends 
as spies upon himself to discover his own failings ; 
and, for that end, used to be very sharp upon the 
company ; and if any one, that he might be free 
with, had a sore place, he was sure to give it some 
rubs, and harder and harder, till they must needs 
feel, and then they fell to retaliating, which was 
his desire ; often saying that he loved, between 
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jest and earnest, to tell people of their fiiiilts, that 
they might pay him in the same coin by tell- 
ing him his own. A small degree of acquain- 
tance gave him an inlet to tias kind of sport ; and 
he manned his freedoms with such fluent wit and 
respect, and with such decency of behaviour, that 
nothing was ever, on that score, taken ill of hrai. 
But what imports all this to the character of a 
person honourable by birth, and not only studious, 
but politely learned, and for his rdigion, justice, 
solniety and good manners, unblameable ; and one 
that laboured all his life to make himself, in all 
re^>ects, better, and to amend whatever he found 
amiss in himself; wherein he was not unsuccess- 
ful ? And that carries more of merit, than virtue 
itself, when there is no natural impulse, or temp- 
tation to the contrary. 
Mis rdigi- It will not bc amiss to relate what I know of 
moral cha- his character more particularly. As to his reli- 
gion, his being in piiest's orders speaks him to be 
of the church of En^^and establi^ed by law ; 
although that rule hath, of late, undergone many 
scandalous exceptions. But he was critically or- 
thodox and sincere, as the whole series of bis life 
and actions plainly demonstrated. And his zeal 
was never more exasperated than against men 
hasy in disturbing the orderly exercise of pure 
Christianity amongst us ; especially in our church, 
within the pale of which, iniquity itself could not 
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- find a {dausible scni|de either oq account of doc- 
trine or discipline ; for the sustaining of wbidi 
his mind was chieSy at work. And to show his 
conscientiousnesB havio, I ^all relate one pas- 
sage. Sir John Cuts of Childersley, a relation of 
his, knowing that the doctor used to touch an or- 
gan, and, for that purpose, had one in his chunber, 
which was borrowed, and not his own, very gene- 
rously offered to make him a present of one that 
had stood in his house, but never to any one's know- 
ledge made use of. Tlw doctw positively rdfused 
it, althou^, in a Iree circumstance, he could have 
been glad of a i»esent so seasonable to hiro as 
Hat was. And he told me his reastm was, that 
the room wfa«« the oi^n stood, was called the 
chapel; and be supposed the instrument had been 
intended for religious service, and probably, at 
Bome time, made use of accordingly. And be said 
to me that " others might think oi those matters 
as they pleased ; but he had, aod ever should have, 
a great regard to them." He was so very nice 
tfaat he could not bear that any rd^ttm, no, not a 
&lae one, should be ridiculed, and scarce aHowed 
1^ prophet's direction in deriding Baal's priests. 
For ftdse rdigims are evidences of the true ; and 
jf derision be put in common practice against 
the one, it will sooa be perverted upon the other. 
I need not^ to complete bis character, add any 
tiling rof ius persenfld virtues, such as {HX)bity, 
2 A 2 
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temperance, chastity, common honesty, and jus- 
tice. His enviers (for enemies he had none) had 
never any colonr to insinuate any thing to his 
disadvantage. In short ; reli^on, justice, pro- 
bity, and humanity were hb study, delight, and 
practice. 
Aferse to As to the pubUc, which, in his time, b^an to 
prefen^ be muddlcd with faction, that, through the care- 
mw!^? lessness of our government, had got ground, and 
to » demo- j-jjg artificial cry of popery and arbitrary power 
sounded loud in all comers, he showed an utter 
detestation of the faction and their rabble, and 
could not but be angry when he heard what 
trouble they created to the state at that time. 
. He was well apprised of the history of the then 
late troubles, and thought the like in danger to 
be repeated. He declaimed against all the pro- 
ceedings, however popular, tending that way, as 
no less than tlie actions of stoUd brutes, void of 
thought and foreaght of consequences, that hurry 
themselves into perdition and ruin. Brute beast 
indeed (meaning the populace), but it hath horns 
and hoois; therefore stand clear. But it hath 
neither eyes nor ears to any purpose but finding 
the shortest cut to confusion and destruction of 
itself and every thing else that stands in it's way. 
And the case is not at all mended by a set of fine 
appellatives ; for hypocrisy is commonly varnished 
with the like. The doctor, as I showed, had been 
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a notable student in the qualities of powers in go- 
Terament, and really thought that of' the two ex- 
tremes, absolute monarchy, or pure democracy, the 
fotmer was incomparably to be pi-eferred ; and 
siace exorbitances will grow up in all govern- 
ments, the rule of one hath fewer, and those less 
oppressive, than that of many. The great fault 
of monarchy is, that it cannot be pure monarchy, 
but must be assisted in government by many, as 
counsellors, ministers, &c. and still of those the 
fewer the bettCT, even to a single viceroy, if he 
can well act the monarch. Solemn councils are 
formal and hypocritical ; and the best counsel is 
taken of a sudden, as things offer. He used to 
say, that the ailments against monarchy were 
taken from the Examples of bad kings. But who 
called up the examples of bad republics ? To the 
little finger of one of them the loins of a monarch 
were light. And weighing the happiness of peo- 
ple in general, there is no comparison between 
those which have been under monarchies, and 
those under republics : so much do the former 
exceed. The grievances under monarchy fall 
mostly upon ambitious troublesome grandees, who 
are made amends by the advantages they have in 
high places. But all that while the people have 
their ease and quiet ; and in that one single ar- 
ticle of suppressing civil war, the peojde, who are 
seldom undcme any other, but most frequently 
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that way, are more than adequately compensated 
for all the evils of monarchy that speech-makers 
oan surest. The doctor was often copiotis in 
his discourses upon these subjects, and used to 
toss and tumble over his Grecian republics, under 
which no honest good man could serve and not 
be ungratefidly used, and finally destroyed. He 
had a just value for the temperate government of 
his own cmintry, and abhorred, as he did the de- 
vil and his angels, all those troublesome folks that 
laboured, by altering, to make it worse, and so 
finally to enslave the people. 
Hismoit But now I must withdraw from speculation 

rigid and , , . » , 

aiisiere into actufll practice of government, — I mean that 
lift as mas- of OUT doctor, as master of Trinity College. TTiis 
n"jCo^. preferment took him, partly, from his studies, but 
almost entirely out of those advantages, which by 
a few friends he enjoyed : that is, from a frequent, 
easy, free, and .pleasant conversation, into an anx- 
ious, solitary, and pensive course of life ; which, 
with his austere way of ordering himself, drew upon 
him a most deplorable sickness ; and that proved 
the ruin of all his powers, both of body and mind, 
and then, by a slow, painful gradation, laid him 
down in the arms of everlasting rest. This track 
will lead me to consider the doctor now, not as a 
private person, but as a magistrate, and in the ex- 
ercise of no slight charge. He wanted the nervous 
capacity of his immediate predecessor Dr. Barrow, 
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who was moulded for iadefatigable labour ; but he, 
on the contrary, was frail and infirm, and of a na- 
ture that needed recruits, and, to reinstate its 
forces, some measures of indulgence. He was tem- 
perate and rc^^ular, and, at chapel and meals, lived 
bj the rule of his college. He kept a good table, 
and always invited some of the fellows and fellow- 
commoners to dine with him ; and all was well 
but as toiu:hing the bottle, which he would not 
suffer to be too many for them. But if his line 
had been a little extended that way, it would have 
produced ft-eedoms, and dispei-sed those cloudy 
formalities which will fall between a superior and 
inferiors, unless the nerve is cut with the glass, 
and humour hath a free play. He warned no- 
thing more than a free society. The state (if I 
may so term it) of a master of a collie is such 
that he can scarce look out, or make a visit, but 
with attendance and form ; and, in his college, 
all are upon their guard where he is, and very 
few, if any, were thought capable of a true and fa- 
miliar iriendship that is clear of all design or pro- 
ject. He was always disposed to be tree enough ; 
but it never works well between inferiors and su- 
periors. He had not learnt the art of some persons 
well preferred ; I mean, to be careful of himself, 
and to use the means of long life, in order to make 
the most of what is fallen to their share. Nor is 
it expected that one, in his place, should have 



:dbvG,oogIc 



360 LIFE OF THE 

put himself, as he did, under all the severities of 
a college life. But he considered that, haviiig 
the charge of maintaining the discipline and or- 
der of the college, his demeanour there was not 
his own to dispose of, but dedicated for example 
to others, and that he ought to perform strictly, 
in his own person, all that, by a common rule, 
he required of the scholars under him : especiaUy 
in keeping chapel, wherein he never (willingly) 
failed ; not in winter nor summer, whatever the 
season, or how early soever the time was. No- 
thing but a sense of duty could have made him 
swerve from the interests of his health. And I 
am very well assured that he laid to heart, as 
they say, the good of the society, and his duty 
regarding it, against which he slighted all consi- 
derations relating to himself. 
His solid- There are some I have known, who make such 

tude for . i n i i i . 

good order trusts uo incumbrance at all ; but let things pass 
l^eii^^'^as they may, and take little care but of their 
tions, profits. But our doctor's principle was very dif- 
ferent; and that being derived upon a strict 
integrity, could not be reconciled to the perfiinc- 
' tory ; but he thought himself bound to be active, 
as well in keeping down disorders, always apt to 
rise under him, as also to see justice done to all 
the scholars. And in particular, he was resolute 
in adhering to the statutes of the collie, and to 
•see that elections went fairly ; and, in the busi- 
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ness of fellowships, that created him no small 
trouble. Every one knows that the pupil-mongers, 
often senior f^lows, .who were his coadjutors, 
woidd favour good pupils, though perhaps no 
good scholars, in order to get them into good fel- 
lowships, when others had better pretensions. 
Tliis bred interestr-making, and, for the most part, 
brought importunities upon him ; as if, by teazing 
and urging, points might be gained. All which 
partialities were fastidious and hateful to him that 
had none, and whatever impetuosity he endured, 
he never would consent to have a dunce preferred 
to a good scholar when the standing was equal ; 
but always declared to do justice to whom, upon 
account of better merit, it belonged. These were 
not slight cares to him, that used to create great 
ones out of slighter occasions. 

The court mandates for elections were very Trouble 
irksome to him. He knew well how those favours, dues ob- 
by means of courtiers, were obtained ; and often pre^iec!^ 
suspected that some of his seniors, when they""""' 
could not compass their will of him another 
way, were instrumental in obtaining them. And 
he used to inveigh bitterly against that prac- 
tice, declaring that whoever of them was guilty 
of it, did not consider their duty and their 
oaths ; and that it must, in time, bring the 
college to nothing ; for if elections are for fa- 
vour, and not merit, who will think of rising 
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by any means but courtship or corruption ? And 
then flattery, or money, must supply want o£ 
parts, learning and sobriety ; and the coU^e, once 
so filled, will continue and avow the same me- 
thods : whereby gentlemen's sons in the college, 
under the influence of such a regimen, will be ex- 
posed to the mischiefs of idleness, expense, and 
debauchery, spreading in the university, as bad as 
in any lewd irorporation town. It is a common 
unhapinness, that whoever opposes growing cor- 
ruptions and abuses in societies shall have enemies 
enough. And no vexation of him be left unin- 
flicted, that might be raised up against a common 
enemy ; and so hornets, when disturbed, become 
impertinent, and endeavour to sting. As for the 
mandates, I believe they were too hard for him 
that had as good an appetite to disobey them, as 
to his meals at high noon : but instead of that, 
and to ease his mind a little (for he lived in per- 
petual dread of mandates), but principally for the 
good of the coll^, he found out a way, by pre- 
lections, to obviate an inconvenience he could not 
resist. And thereupon, out of the several years, 
four or five one under another, he caused to be 
pre-elected into fellowships scholars of the best 
capacities in the several years; which made it 
improbable another election should come about in 
so many years then next ensuing ; for, until all 
these elections were benefited, there could be no 
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vacancy. . And that broke the course of mandates 
whilst he lived. The doctor was solicitous about 
nothing more than the business of elections, which 
he thought the spring of good and evil to the 
coU^e, and (as he thought) in some degree, to 
the public. 

He had occasion enouirh to exercise all his phi- i''>""b1" 
losophy ; for without any thing else to make him roiu, be- 
uneasy, a disposition in the scholars to make hun puiar, and 
uneasy had been sufBcient. He had first laid 
down his own example of r^ularity and sobriety 
before them, which ought to have inclined them ; 
and after that done and continuing, he thought it 
his duty to be informed, as weU as might be, of 
wtiat was outrageously amiss amongst them.- He 
never connived at any thing whereof, by the doty 
of his place, he was bound to take notice; but, 
either by admonition or otherwise, he did his best 
to amend it. He endeavoured also to make the 
discipUne of the college as light and easy to die 
scholars as he could, by using private intimations, 
and friendly advices tempered with mild reason- 
ings and p^uasion. But, for all that, he grew 
unpopiUar amongst them. They took him to be 
over officiously rigid and strict, saying, " it had 
not been so before." Youth will always mistake 
manhood to consist wholly in disorderly living, 
and that order and discipline belong only to boys. 
And, to show how mnch men they are, they be- 
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have themselves, as some did to him, contumaci- 
ously, aad many of them contrived to affront him. 
I have heard it said, but not credibly, that one 
night, as he- was walking in the cloister, some 
lads, merry-making in an opposite chamber, and 
fancying he came liiere to spy what was doing, 
came down and used him ill ; but I never heard 
him speak of it, as he did of most things that 
concerned him; nor did he make any inquiry 
about it, as he would have done, to discourage 
such affronts ; therefore I do not believe the story 
to be true. This I was a witness of. One win- 
ter night, whilst we sat in hb dining-room by the 
fire, the chimney being opposite to the windows 
(looking into the great quadrangle), a stone was 
sent from the court, through the window, into the 
room, and fell but a little short of the company. 
He seemed to take but little notice. We guessed 
him to be inwardly vexed ; and soon atler the 
discourse fell upon the subject of people's kicking 
against their superiors in government, who pre- 
serves them as children are preserved by parents ; 
and then he had a scroll of instances out of Greek 
history to the same purpose, conduding that no 
conscientious magistrate can be popular ; but, in 
lieu of that, he must arm himself with equanimity. 
The baUd- When the doctor entered upon the mastership 

ing of the '^ ^ 

library, of Trinity Collie, the building of thfi great 
occuiaa. library, b^;un by his immediate predecessor Dr. 
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Barrow, was advanced about three quarters of 
the height of the outward wall ; and the doctor 
most heartily and diligently applied his best forces 
towards carrying it on ; and, besides his own con- 
tributioos, most of his friends and relations, upon 
his encouragement, became benefactors ; the par- 
ticulars whereof will appear in the accounts of 
that noble stnictiu%. The tradition of this un- 
dertaking runs thus. They say that Dr. Barrow 
pressed the heads of the university to build a 
theatre ; it b^ng a profanation and scandal that 
the speeches should be had in the university 
church, and that also be deformed with scaffolds, 
and defiled with rude crowds and outcries. This 
matter was formally considered at a council of the 
heads ; and aiguments of difficulty, and want of 
supplies went strong against it. Dr. Barrow 
.assured them that if they made , a sorry building, 
they might fail of contributions ; but if they made 
it very magnificent and statdy, and, at least, ex- 
ceeding that at Oxford, &U gentlemen, of their 
interest, would generously contribute; it being 
what they desired, and little less than required of 
them; and money would not be wuited as the 
building went up, and occasion called for it. But 
sage caution prevailed, and the matter, at that 
time, was wholly laid aside. Dr. Barrow was 
piqued at this pusillanimity, and declared that he 
would go strei^t to his coll^;e, and lay out the 
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foundations of a building to enlarge his back 
onirt, and dose it with a stately library, which 
should be more tnagnificent and costly than what 
he had proposed to them, and doulirted not but, 
upon the interest of bis ooUege, in a short time to 
bring it to perfection. And he was as good as his 
word ; for that very afternoon he, with his garden- 
ers and servants, stdced out the very foundation 
upcm which the building now stands ; and Dr. 
North saw the fini^ing of it, except the dasses, 
wluch were forward, but not done, in his time ; 
and divers ben^ctions came in upon that ac- 
count; wherewith, and the liberal supply from 
the coUf^e, the whole is rendered complete ; and 
the admirable disposition and proportion on the 
inside is such as touches the very soul of any one 
who first sees it. 
TUe dWoj-- I mentioned before some uneasinesses between 

enceg be- - 

twMn the the doctor and his seniors about elections ; and 
his dgfat since those matters sunk deep in his mind, and 
MdThow some have thought fit in print to refer to them, I 
shall relate all I know, or have crediUy heard, of 
that matter. There was mach of contingeniy in 
whai ha[^ned.; for two masters, Pearson and 
Barrow, preceded our doctor, and both being 
more a^cted to books than business or govern- 
ment, were contented the eight seniors should 
determine ofiairs, and, at meetuigs, readily joined 
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in what they agreed. This easinees had bred a 
aort of expectation that what the seniors had pre- 
detennined about elections, leases, &c. should pass 
current ; it being enough to make the master ac- 
quainted, or to show him their opinions. But 
our doctor did not understand this ' method of 
imx:eeding, and consulted his own reason, and 
would be guided by that, and that only, whatever 
the rest thought ; for he looked upon himself as 
one intrusted, and bound by duty and oath to act 
for the good of the coU^e, and, for that, was an- 
swerable to his own conscience ; and nothing, bnt 
reasoning, and convincing his Judgment, would 
' induce him to comply. This behaviour seemed 
a little new to them, who had been used so much 
to dictate as scarce to endure contradiction ; and 
i^bey used all means, civil and imcivil, to reduce 
thb master under tiie like regletnent as the for- 
mer. It is hard to allege this extraordinary 
conduct, and to rest it upon pure parole ; th&K' 
fore I shall add one instance of fact, whidi the 
doctor himself told roe. Once at a^ meeting, the 
seniors had agreed upon a business; but the 
master did not think fit to join with them to esta- 
blish it. They most importunately urged ; as if 
their unanimous accord were reason entHigh to 
satisfy him. But it was all one ; he thought it 
unreasonable, and pcsitively refused to conciu-. 
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At last one of'them said, " Master, since you 
will not agree, we must rise and break up the 
meeting." "Nay," said the master, "that you 
shall not do, for I myself will rise and be gone 
first." And, accordingly, he rose and went into 
his chamber, leaving them in a sort of consterna- 
tion ; for they knew that, without their master, 
they could do nothing at all. Aiter a while, they 
thought fit to drop their huff, and, in a proper 
manner, sent and desired bim to return to them ; 
which he did, and they went on with other busi- 
ness. 
By weak- I never heard him mention any other sort of 
abied u> affront, done to his face, but this ; and it seemed 
'^^^^- to grieve him, because it was during his weak- 
ness, of which I am about to give an account ; for 
while he was vegete and strong, he could con- 
tend, and sustain his authority by the force of his 
reasons ; and those he never failed to bestow 
fluently. But after his first attack from the fit, 
his body was weak, and his utterance imperfect, 
and, what was worst of all, passions apt to rise in 
him, which caused his epileptic fits to return ; 
whereby he was disabled as to all serious debate 
and contention. And I do believe that too much 
advantage was taken of his weakness ; for, being 
near his end, he ordered that he should be buried 
in the outward chapel, that the fellows might 
trample upon him dead, as they had done living. 
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This was spoke in the anguish of his mind, when 
he could judge, and would be just ; but wrangle 
he neither would nor could, because of the hideous 
consequences ; and possibly some -things might 
pass, in his absence, contraiy to his mind, and on 
such occasions he used to throw out such tragical 
speeches. But we are a little too early for such 
melancholy notes. 

I am next to give in the history of the doctor's Hfa seveH- 

-. , . , liestoMni- 

faisl sickness, so often touched upon, with theaeirio- 
presumed occasion, accession, and conclusion ; and his' 
and what should that be but, the end of allJ^^J?^ 
things, death ? I have already accounted for his 
thoughtful and studious course of life, and habi- 
tual fulness and care in his mind. But, after he 
came into a post of magistracy, all his solicitudes 
exasperated, and the ordinary refreshments, which 
he sometimes met - with before, failed. And I 
must add, that as his course of life, so his diet 
was severe to himself ; for he was always sober 
and temperate, .and scarce spared the time of eat- 
ing from thinking. After morning prayer, and a 
solitary dish of coffee, he retired to hb study at 
the end of a gallery ; and there he was fast till 
noon, unless college, or university affairs tailed 
him out. After his meals, a meagre dish of tea, 
and then again to his post, till chapel and supper; - 
and then, if he had any friendly conversation, it 
was still in a studious way, that is, discoursing of 
VOL. III. 2 B 
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abstruse matters, which, howerer pleasant to him, 
kept his head at work. His chief remissions 
were when some of his nearest rdations were 
with him, or he with them, and then, as they 
say, he was whole-footed ; but this was not often, 
nor long tc^ether. Some of them used to be free 
with him, and, in his own way, between jest and 
earnest, tell him he must indulge a little, go 
abroad, and be free with a glass of wine, with 
good company, in his college, as he used to be 
with them ; that his self-denials would endan- 
ger his health, and the like. To which sort 
■ of discourse I have heard him return a tradition 
, of Bishop Wren, who, when he was told he must 
, not keep Lent, his body would not bear it : " Will 
it not ?" said he. " Then it b no body for me." 
And the doctor, by his life of perpetual thinking, 
had settled his mind in a resolution so stiff that 
he often seemed rather morose and humoursome, 
than, as his constant [ffofession was, to be go- 
verned by reason. When his friends have been 
importunate with him to say (in the conunon 
forms of fi'ee converse), " Why ? and for what 
reason ?" He hath answered, " Reason is to 
govern me, but my will is a reason to every body 
' else." 
AinicMd It was very remarkable that nothing of any 
rtieiinu and fi"I> which the doctor at any time in his life 
^J^ feared, ever came upon him ; but somewhat else, 
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and of which he had no imagination or dream, 
and indeed the worst, I think, that could befoll 
human kind ; that is, to be paralytic and epileptic. 
If, in his anticipating mind, a thought had en- 
tered that he had been obnoxious to those dis- 
tempers, I cannot say how be would have com- 
ported under it ; for nothing could come nearer 
the quick with him than a distemper that insulted 
his faculties of reasoning and judgment, wherein 
his mind must suffer as well as his body. The disr- 
temper carae upon him by these steps ; first, a cdd, 
then an unusual quantity of rheum discharged at 
his throat, and the tonsil glands swelled, and^ at 
length, his uvula ; and, as the course of these colds 
is, a deal of spitting, and venting of rheum at his 
mouth, followed. Here is nothing extraordinary 
but what happeneth in colds, and being assisted 
with warm humectations and repOse, the disease it- 
self, allowing time for it," makes the cure : and what 
could be done more reasonably than to encourage 
that" proper dischai^ of a peccant humour which 
nature itself, and in the way of a common catarrh, 
had found out ? But that which most concerned 
the doctor, was the swelling of his uvula, which, 
continuing over long, gave him, that always anti- 
cipated extremes, an apprehension that he must, 
at length, submit to have it cut otf. And this 
operation was so dreadful to him, that, to prevent 
it, he must needs apjJy to the ftiost noted physi- 
2b 2 
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dens in the university; and thej considered the 
case, and prescribed as they thought proper. But 
their endeavours succeeded not, but, in all ap- 
pearance (if any judgment may be made by 
events) proved the ruin of their patient. And 
this may be a warning not to seek extraordinary 
remedies in ordinary cases. 
Betc^ies, J fe^j. jjmt^ Jq my report of this case, I may of- 
■moik and fend the medical faculty ; but I am not free to 
^^Sf^ suppress, or palliate, matters of fact which were of 
the last concern to my subject. If one may be so 
free to interpose a censure, their fault (if any was) 
lay in meddling at all, and not sending the good 
man home to his mother to be nursed. But, instead 
of that, partly, as I guess, to humour him, and, 
partly, to put in practice their university learning, 
fell in peslc mesle with their prescriptions to divert 
this flow of rheum from discharging at bis throat 
and mouth, and to send it another way. But first, 
as they said, the cause must be removed ; which 
was to be done by rectifying his digestions, that 
rheums might not breed so copiously ; and then 
they might safely stop the vent. And in order to 
this, a circulatory course (as they called it) of phy- 
sic was prescribed, enough to have purged a strong 
man from off his legs ; and the doctor most scru- 
pulously conformed ; for he had a great r^;ard to 
all kinds c£ university learning, and believed that 
of physic to have more Ic^cal conclusions, in order 
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to cures, than their own feculty, elsewhere, will 
allow them. After this career peifonned, the pre- 
scriptioD was to take amber, as tobacco, in pipes, 
and to have certain astringent powders, in quills, 
blown into his mouth upon bis uvula. The unc- 
tuous smoke of the one, joined with, and held, 
the other so fast, that nothing might pass in or out 
that way. It was not considered all this while 
that the patient, with his cathartic courses, was 
grown so weak and feeble, that, in all likelihood, 
rheums must breM in his body rather than abate. 

But they had a resigned patient to themselves, went u 

. T. , . LondoD, 

than whom a tamer subject, to make expenments twdrednced 
upon, could not have been found. It is certain ton. 
that, by these methods of physic, smoke, and pow- 
der, the doctor was reduced to extreme weakness^ 
and, finding no amendment, ventured to come up 
to his friends in London. They knew nothing of 
his having been ill ; for, in his letters, he com- 
plained of nothing but a cold he had got. ' They 
were amazed to see him come helmeted in caps 
upon caps, and meagre as one newly crept out of 
a fever. His r^;imen was no less changed than 
his habit and countenance. He must stir little 
abroad, and, for the world, not after sunset, though 
it was July, (which was the only time of his friends' 
refreshment abroad) for fear of increasing his 
rheums. He must drink nothing small, nor much 
of any thing. Grapes, and peaches, being full of 
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hiuDidUy, were poiscm ; but nUts, and dry bread 
toasted, without stint ; and all the while, 4t fit 
periods,, the pipes and powders came ; and ope or 
other must blow for hiin. His Mends had no no- 
tion of this latter medicament ; nor, as I gu,es8, 
his physicians ; otherwise they had not prescribed, 
nor we suffered the continuance of it. After 
the doctor's death, I told the case and method to 
Dr. Lower, the prime physician of his time,* and 
he said that he would undertake, by the smoke of 
amber only, to put the soundest man in the world 
into convulsion fits. 

By diet The doctor's friends, having all this wondaful 

and frieads . ° 

wonder- alteration before them to observe, concluded him 

eoji^io gone of the spleen, and that the best physic, for 
a month. ^^^^ ^^ society, plentiful diet, and turning 
abroad in the air when we could get him so to do ; 
and not without perpetual, raillery at his caps and 
new discipline, so contrary to what he was always 
used to. Upon this account he was taken down 
to Hammersmith, a country-seat of his best bro- 
ther's ; and in the space of a month from his first 
coming up, purely by his coming into his friends' 
way of living, between London and the country, a 
perfect cure of him was made ; and he made no 
scruple of eating, drinking, and airing as they did. 

* He succeeded to the practice of Dr. Willis, and was 
himself succeeded by the famous Raddiffe. (^Wood's Ath. 
Ox. vol U. p. 857.) 
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His volumes of caps were disbanded ; his counte- 
nance grew florid, and his twdinary briskness and 
good humour returned to him. Thus (under 
God) bj pure relaxation and diet (all medicines 
apart) this ^r^ous cure was wrought. In this 
state he returned to his college, with good counsel 
enough to indulge as he had done with us ; and, 
fbr doctors, to use only the famous three. Diet, 
Quiet; and Merriman. But, as to his amber and 
powdersj which he cared -not to leave wholly off, 
his friends pretended not to judge of them, but 
thought them to be whims of the physicians, and^ 
as chips, neither evil, nor very good. 

After the doctor was returned to his college, his Dipped 
rigours to himself, and austere course of life also, in admo- ' 
returned ; and his rheums beginning again to LkJw^*™ 
flow, by like advice as before, cathartic, amber, 
and powder, were reiterated in fiill force ; and all 
without the least r^ard to that successful experi- 
ment that was made upon him in London. So 
that his body growing weaker and weaker, and 
his disease stronger, the humour having no vent at 
his mouth, as it naturally tended (for all those 
parts were closed) broke out in his brain; and 
threw him down all at once in a desperate apo- 
plexy. The manner of its access was this: The 
master and seniors thought fit to revive an anti- 
quated discipline, according to the statutes, of ad- 
monishing disorderly scholars, in order (without 
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arnendment) to expulsion ; and in the morning the 
-doctor came out from the meeting (where proba- 
bly he had been a little roiled) to perform his duty 
upon two scholars then brought to be admonished. 
And it was observed that he admonished with more 
tban usual earnestness and acrimony in his speech; 
for the lads were much to blame, and behaved 
themselves very contumaciously. When the body 
is weak, passion is usually strong, and divers 
things concurred to stir it up in him, which pro- 
bably touched the tri^;er, and, while he was 
speaking, down he dropped. It is possible that, 
without these circumstances of emotion of his spi- 
rits, this had not happened at that time ; but then 
it is more than likely that on some more unhappy 
place, or occasion, as preaching, or in some other 
solemn presence, the like had happened ; but here 
it was almos at his bedchamber door. He was 
immediately taken up, wherein the two scholars 
were very assistant, and carried to his bed, there 
being little hopes of life in him. But the phy- 
sicians were immediately sent for, and due me- 
thods were used, as in cases of apoplexies. 
Not dead. After the ordinary tormenting operations were 
sleep, but over, he recovered a little sense, but was excessive 
exw^h drowsy; and it was judged that, unless' that 
to* itreiy symptom cOuld be conquered, he must drop from 
them. Whereupon, by direction, followed perpe- 
tual noise and clangor, of one sort or other, to 
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keep him awake. There was concert of tongs, 
firegrate, wainscot drum, and dancing of curtains 
and curtain rings, such as would have made a 
sound man mad. It was presumed that, if he fell 
asleep, he would never wake more ; so his instru- 
ments were plied until his good mother (who was 
immediately sent for) came to take care of him. 
She was a magnanimous lady, that had nursed a 
lai^ family, old and young, for divers years, and, 
in experience, was more than a match for a col- 
lie of physicians. She saw in what torment her 
son lay drowsy to death, and gave attention to 
what the physicians said ; but all the while ad- 
mired the music they made. She desired of the 
physicians that her son might have a little sleep. 
" No, madam," said they, " for, if he sleeps yet, 
he will never wake again." The good lady had no 
longer patience, but set up her maternal authority, 
and told them flat and plain that her son should 
have rest, and that quietly, for full two hours, and 
she would answer the consequences. He was her 
son, and she woidd have the nursingof him There- 
upon she dismissed the musicians, and desired the 
learned and unlearned {for there were many eaves- 
droppers and news- carriers in the room) to with- 
draw and leave her. She kept with her only the 
maid she brought ; and they two went to work, 
ordered the bed, and laid the poor patient in such 
a posture as she thou§^t most proper for his 
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taking rest ; and then, sending her maid to wait 
without, she sat herself down at the bed's head, 
and all was hush for the full time. Sometimes 
she peeped in upon him, and found no reason to 
retrench any part of it. After this she opened 
the curtains, and called in the physicians, and the 
rest th^t had a mind to be there, mid showed 
them how easy and quietly he lay, and breathing 
as nature required. His countenance had a good 
colour, and his &ce was composed, which, before, 
was distorted in divers manners, with his eyes 
stai-ing like one of the Furies. " Now, doctors," 
said she, " what think ye ?'' " But, Madam," said 
one, " win he wake ?" " You shall see," said she, 
and gently ytg^ng him by the arm as he lay, he 
awoke, and, opening his eyes, knew several there, 
and spoke to them. The physicians were exceed- 
ingly surprised ; for they expected great diflSculty 
in waking him, and had been consulting of me- 
thods how to do it. 
Left in a Now the mine was fired, and all the havoc it 

Dumb pa1-L 

sy, and his could make upou a poor mortal bulwark of am- 
""■ mated earth determined ; and what remained was 
only ruin and confusion as the blast had left it ; 
never to be recovered into its former order and 
strength again. The fit went off, but left the 
doctor under an infliction of a desperate numb 
palsy all on one side of him ; which the learned 
call an hemqtlagia. He kept his bed for some 
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considerable time before be veDtored to rise ; and 
then-was able, only witbbelp of a friend and crutch, 
to crawl a little about the room. His mouth and 
&oe were, drawn up on the lame side, and hb left 
arm and leg alti^ther nervous ; and neither did 
him much service as long as he lived. But, in 
time, the weak leg served just to lean on, while 
the other got a little forwards; but itself was 
dra{^;ed after. He dropped his crutch, but never 
veutured to walk far, without help at, or near, 
his elbow. He told me the images in his mind, 
during this infliction, as far as he could remember 
them. First, during his admonishing, he per- 
ceived himself to lean towards his left side ; and 
the 1^, that should have sustained him, seemed 
to have lost its bone, and to be like the finger of 
a glove ; by which it was plain to him that he 
must fell, and accordingly be gave way to it. 
Afterthis he remembered hotbingat all of what 
bad happened to him, until, by help of his mo< 
tber, be had taken a little rest. And then, in 
a dreaming manner, his conceit was that he had 
got a strange leg in bed with him, and Avas much 
perplexed which way to get rid of it ; whether he 
should call to have it taken away or not : and it 
was a great while before he could bring himself, 
even awake, to own it. 

It is an uneasy task, hut (according to the pro- 
fession I make of truth for better or worse) neces- 
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it<wi^«u. 8"y> to show the miserable decay of the doctor's 
tt''do(^ thinking and memorial capacities. What is the 
tWBmiDd difference between manhood and puerility, but 

to levitiea. ' ■' 

that the former hath a lat^e stock of useftd me- 
moirs, and also strength habituated to action ; 
which the latter wanting, runs after levities, and 
any thing for variety, without choice, unless ap- 
petite or inclination (and even that Sows from 
experience) draws it? Suppose a hurricane to 
fall upon a sound man's memory, and obliterate 
great part of his collections^ and contuse the rest, 
as one may imagine a fine poem wrote upon the 
sands, and much ruffled by the wind. There may 
be enough left to show it had been good sense, but 
the dignity of the verse was lost. So the man 
would lose his judgment of true values, and " 
relapse into a sort of puerility ; but still his moral 
character, that is, his will to do good or evil, 
remains unaltered. This was the case of our 
good doctor. The seat of his memory was ruffled' 
by the disease falling upon his brain and nerves, 
which had made such havoc that he bad no firm 
notion of himself, or of any thing ; but had his 
experience to gather, and his understanding to 
frame over again. After he could lie awake and 
think,' I guess he had some reflection that he had 
been over severe with himself by too much hard 
study and abstemiousness, which, possibly, had 
brought that disease over him ; and then fancied 
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he must cure himself by a course clean contrary ; 
and accordingly he thought that now he must be 
merry and jolly. Pursuant to this (conjectured) 
model, the company, that assisted about his bed 
to entertain him, must find merry tales to tell, 
and if a little smutty, the mirth paid for it. The 
lighter sort of books, and frivolous comedies, were 
read to him, and he heard them with notable at- 
tention, and, at the quaint passages, was unusually 
affected, and often laughed, hilt (as his visage was 
then distorted) most deformly. He fancied to 
admit a young gentleman of the college, one Mr. 
Warren, to be his reader in ordinary, who' was , 

very useful during his weakness, and deserves to 
be remembered with much respect. 

Afler he was enfranchised from his hed, and had i^" ™'"'" 

noed some- 
the entertainment they call walking about his time after 

chamber, and divers friends and acquaintance bed. 

came and stayed with him, he gathered some little 

strength. But his levities still continued; and he 

used to please himself with rehearsing paltry 

rhymes and fables ; and what with difficulty of 

utterance (for his speech was touched and never 

perfectly recovered), and what with his unseemly 

laughing, it was long before be could get any 

thing well out ; taiA at last he made but broken 

stuff of it. All this was inexpressible grief and 

mortification *to his friends, seeing that dismal 

alteration. They- had known his genius bright. 
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' and, in his health, solemn, grave, and instructive; 
and his mirth, when it happened, not without a 
flow of pleasant wit, and, as it ou^t to be, ever 
decent and without offence ; far from all suspicion 
of a possibility that such levitj of humour and 
discourse should ever appear in him. He seemed 
as a high-flying fowl with one wing cut ; the 
creature offers to fly, and knows no cause why he, 
should not, but always comes, with a side turn, 
down to the ground. The doctor had some re- 
membrances of his former forces, when he could 
mount up and fly ; now, his instruments, on one 
side, failing him, he was forced to deal in low 
concerns, and reptile conceits that scarce rose from 
the ground. 
fi^f^l" The doctor lived to recover his faculties of 
lowed the mind, and powers of his body, in some measure : 

wbich and had it not been for one immense malady that 
brought 

him to his attended the palsy, and held him down, there had 
*'*'*■ been hopes of a competent recovery; and that 
malady was epileptic fits. These appeared soon 
after the apoplexy went off. They were gentle at 
first, but continually invigorated, and every one of 
them gave him a twitch nearer his grave. And 
these were esteemed the result of amber smoke. 
There happen many apoplexies and palsies; butfew 
come off with an epilepsy. These fits came, nearly, 
after a month's interval; but were not stnctly 
prejudicial, or lunar (as old women dream). Any 
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disorder, or intentioo of thought, a little ang^, 
cold, or disappointment, brought them, which 
made him seek to be as quiet and still as he could. 
They dejected his spirits to a very great d^ree, 
and deprived him of all comfort ; and one great 
unhappine'ss was that, in his fits, he could not help 
biting his tongue, and that kept back the recovery 
of his speech. He found that strong wines helped 
to put off a &t, which made him, when he sus- 
pected one, to desire it as a condemned male- 
factor does a reprieve, and accordingly he used the 
strongest sherry, glass after glass, which, formerly, 
he would have thought more than a cup too 
much; but it. was a reasonable recruit of his spi- 
rits, which, by such fits, were of course over- 
thrown. As the doctor's strength of body de- 
creased, so the malignant fits returned thicker, 
but more languid ; for there was scarce left sub- 
stance enough to sustain the rancour, of them. 
. After they had brought him almost to forget the 
worlij, and to spend most of his time upon a 
couch, which was after near five years from his 
first stroke, there was very little left for them 
to do. 

I must here do a piece of justice to the doctor During aii 
and his memory, by affirming upon my own know- atu, his" 
ledge, that, during the extremity of his mental |^||^*er 
weakness, his religious principles, resolution , in "»a««d, 
justice, and good will to the world, which I may 
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call universal charity, continued as entire and iu^ 
violated as they were in the strongest moments 
of his life, and, respecting his external behaviour, 
much more zealous than before. Such a trial 
coming over a man, as this was, if he had worn a 
mask, or had had the least tinct of hypocrisy, it 
had gone off, and the pure man appeared as he 
wEts. And the consciousness of a well-spent life 
was of great serrice to him ;. else, as happens to 
weak women, and others in like case, he mi^t 
have fallen into melancholy, dejections, miscon- 
structions of Providence, despair, and the like ex- 
tremes of "weak minds. But, as I said, whatever 
the state of his body was, or bis capacity of study, 
his will and moral determinations were not in the 
least wavering. There never fell a word from bun 
tending to complaint, or discontent at his condi- 
tion; he would freely relate what he felt, and 
how, and no more. He governed himself as well 
as he could ; his submission was absolute, and his 
patience exquisite. 

With weak- I have had two observations upon the doctor's 

aen hU 

jodgmeiit case. One IS that, m the pr<^;ress of his disease, 

strength. BS his body grew weaker, his judgment grew 

?J|^^ stronger ; so that his levities wore off, and he 

to do with became asain sociable. After he retired to the 
will. ^^ 

college, he dealt in the college affwrs with a sense 

dear enough, though he could not debate, or 

contend, because of his fits, which any earnestness 
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brought upon him; and they continually left 
him weaker. After the first year of his illness, he 
behaved himself with gravity and respect ; and the 
chief failing, that appeared in hitn, was an over 
repetition of gratulatories and compliments, and 
a greater inclination to silence than formerly he 
had. The other observation is, that strength, or 
weakness, of body hath nothing to do with the 
will and morality in relation to duty and honesty. 
Nay farther, that strength of parts, or under- 
standing, which in itself is not free, doth not 
control the will, which is free. And here we 
are not to ai^ue moral honesty, or knavery, in 
any inan on. account of his strength of body or 
mind ; for it is found that the best parts are olle,n 
joined with the most corrupt natures, witness 
the famous heretics, politicians, and malefactors. 
Therefore they are much to blame who argue 
against any thing of duty from the examples of any 
persons strong in wit and invention ; who, with all 
their sophistry, may have a corrupt will. Eveacy 
man hath wit enough to be upright. It may be 
said that Providence hath dispensed strength of 
mind unequally ; and the like may be pretended 
of form, beauty, and wealth. But no man can 
complain for want of free-will, whereby he is 
justified. Men may be forced to act, but-never 
to will, ill things.- Accordingly the doctor, to his 
last, behaved himself in his cjollege in maintaining 
VOL. III. 2 c 
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the statutable order, steadily doing justice to the 
deserving scholars, and discouraging others. Nor 
was it possiUe, by any means, fair or foul, to move 
or corrupt him to any act against his judgment or 
conscience. 
Hiiat- But now, before we part, I shall add a few 

prewh, or wcrds about the doctor's manner of pa^ng his 
. ped br'fiu! tinie in his weakness. After he was able to go 
abroad, and to use his coach, which he did not 
without much trouble and assistance, he went 
sometimes to visit his mother near Bury, where 
he passed his time most easy and to his content, 
because it was void of all manner of business. 
He there made the proofs of his ability to preach, 
and, with much ado, was got into the country 
pulpit. His matter waa very plain and pious; 
but he laboured under such an invincible w«it of 
utterance, and what he did ^ak was with so 
much pain and deformity, as rather mortified than 
edified tfae congr^ation ; and, at length, he was 
Sarced, im fear of his fits, to leave off abruptly. 
He desired also to resume a little study, and tiie 
use of his pen ; but his fits said nay. llierefore, 
finding that all preparation towards any actual ex- 
emse of his duty threw him inte fits, he was forced 
to be ccmtented with having a^good will, and made 
his utmost proffers towards it. His mother parted 
with her woman to be his constant attendant and 
nurse, and rfie commonly travelled and went 
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abroad with him ; and, wit&ont so good a servant 
and friend, he had passed his time very painfully. 
He often went to London, and resided at his pre- 
bendary; which was a pleasing variety to him. 
All the service his friends could do him, was 
to visit and indulge, and converse merrily and 
freely with him. He did not well bear long 
visits; especially of those whom he did not 
much like. If he found a disposition to fits, lie 
called for wine, which re-invigorated his spirits. 
His best diversion was variety ; and he had most 
of that in London ; for he could creep about the 
doisters to prayo^ and to visit his neighbours. 

In these mardies the befflrars bad found him •^"J*'"'* 
out and marked him for their own ; and he *^on con- 
always carried a cash on purpose for them. They lired'to 
knew his motiMis as well as if they had been his and dkd^ 
d(»neatic8. He scarce ever failed of givmg every J''j^"»p''> 
one, that asked, something. Always, at his 
taking coach and lighting, his attendance was 
great ; and whoever was with bim must stay till 
the dde was finished. Sometimes, if he fencied 
thenagood pet^le, in a g^b of humility^ he would 
ask tbeif prayers, which they plentiftiUy bestowed, 
in his hearing at least ; and prc^)ably with a true 
zeal, for he was the best master they had. These 
cfaarities were public, and all, besides what must 
necessfuily be so, he affectedly concealed. By 
bis Jbst will he left a full fourth part of all his 
2c2 
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estate to be distributed to pocn- people, whidi, by 
bis best brother, whom he made bis sole executor, 
and those that came under him, was done. 'His 
derotioDS, besides the public sorice of the chapd, 
and churches where he was (which he never 
&iled if he was able), were no less affectedly 
secreted than bis charities ; for they were alvrays 
in perfect privacy, and by himself. He had cer- 
tainly a sound mind ; would to God his body had 
been so too ! About three or four years after his 
first illness, he made his last retirement to Cam- 
bridge, and seemed to bid all his friends adieu; 
and there he passed the sorry remainder of his 
life. It was most ^lone by himself, for his mother 
was dead, and his most esteemed friends engaged 
in great dealings above. He declined coll^;e 
business, which, because of bis too sensible inca- 
pacity, he found he could not administer to his 
mind. He took most to silence, and, however 
seldom, yet, when he did speak, it was much to 
the purpose, and often very pathetic, and, per- 
haps, being offended, resentingly sarcastic. He 
frequently wrote to Us best brother, which -he" 
could, with his sound hand, do at timesj and as 
he found hirasdf easy. I have seen some of those 
letters, which, as I remember, were in a fervent, 
or rather flaming style, upon the subjects of his 
esteem and value, and his own wretched nnwortiii- 
ness. But they »re all gone to the fire, or swept 
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aside and out of my reach. His weakness of body 
continuaUy increased, and his fits came on quicker. 
His chief ease was the couch, where he usually 
lay expecting fits, and wishing for death, the only 
means to free a limpid soul, as his certainly was, 
irom that dungeon of flesh, in which be lay stuck 
fast as in a mire. At length, in one of his fits as 
was supposed, withoiit discovery of any pain, 
about April I683,.he went out, rather than died. 
He lies interred in the ante-chapel, as he directed 
in his lifetime, and, as was noted, nothing signi- 
ficative but J. N. upon a small stone over him. 
He was desirous, if he could not leave somewhat 
behind him worthy to be remembered, of which 
(as I have shown) he never was satisfied, not to 
be remembered at all. 

It may be conjectured that, if he had married, Marriage, 
it would have preserved him longer, for the cares was not 
of a family are frequent and importune enough, m^^'hare 
but interrupted. These, compounded with his Pf^*"^*^ 
studies, had relieved both. And he was not at 
all averse to it,- for he used to say that a rich wife 
was a good benefice ; and he found no topic more 
for his purpose, in rallying his friends, than that. 
Once he observed that, at one of his best brother's 
christenings, there was a grievous clutter about 
gossips, entertainments, nurses, &c. He comes to 
bis brother, and ** Seriously," said he, " and as I 
am a living man, brother, there is more than one 
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would imagine in that saying, — 'Any thing for 
a quiet life.' " In a word ; however the doctor 
'pleased himself with whetting his wit upon his 
married friends to such a degree as they scarce 
bore, they yet were pleased; for his girds were 
oblique, and touched to the quick, but not directly 
exceptionable ; and they commonly brought a 
shower of like hail upon himself, 
if^sl^ I know nothing of exception justly taken to 
gritjf whole him during his whole life, although he was a 

mid unim- 

pi-nciied to scholar almost universally known and observed, 
unless it were after he came to the government of 
the college ; and then only for his rigorous ex- 
action of duty and order in the scholars, and 
severe justice in elections. As to the former, he 
was taken for an innovator, but by the disorderly 

' only ; and those carried it so far as to say, his 

passionate severity (which they called malice) 
brought his disease upon him. For the other ; 
although the seniors were much piqued at him for 
not always agreeing with them, it was only imiong 
themselves, and in particular cases. Neither side 
carried it farther into malice and rancour, whence 
open faction and party-making might flow. The 
doctor contented himself with the ordinary allow- 
ance, and never made any encroachments upon 
the rights and revenues of the collie, nor squan- 
dered their monies in decorations, or otherwise, 
after his own fancy or advantage, ^o the oppres- 
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sion of the fellows. If any have done otherwise 
since, let them go away with the honour of it. 
And as to the late controversies between the 
master and his fellows, in which they have on 
both sides alluded to our doctor's case, it is certain 
it signified no more to the questions of right de- 
pending amongst tfaem, than to the monarchy of 
Spain. For what was it to ■ the purpose if Dr. 
North vexed the fellows, or they him, and, in 
some particular instances only, and those not re- 
ferred to the profit of either, but only to govern- 
ment in the college ? but so people, in difference, 
are apt to scold. I might here insert their seve- 
ral prints ; but, having declared the whole mat- 
ter in itself impertinent, and withal not touching 
our doctor in any respect, I hope it may be ex- 
cused. And here I leave the good doctor, freed 
from his unhappy case of flesh, — but, withal, a 
bright example of orthodox religion, learning, 
justice, and good will, — to his eternal rest, and 
assurance of the rewards of well doing. 
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Acquaintance, use of it at the inns of court, i. 62. 

Acquittance, one that nas forged discovered, and faow, i. 238> 

Acts, of Parliament; how Ins lordship managed, when be 
would carry any thing of that nature, i. 236. Of the 
Vtttia Slalula, ibtd, 

jEsop, saying ol lus to Solon, at tlie court of Croesus, ii. 5ft< 

Avglenev, Earl ol', his friendgbip wiih Sir Peter Pet, i. 49. 

Apothecari), saying ol him that his lordship made use of, to 
the execuiarx when ihey found fault with the .bill, u. ftSi. 

Aisertium, some impudent ones of the faction, i. 399. 

Atkins, Judge, begins a speech in opposition to his lordship; 
but, before he has done, comes round into the same senti- 
ment, i. 389. Opposes him in the disposition of a protho- 
notary's place, ibid. 

Atlomies, Costs not allowed th^m in proprivmt, and why, 
i. 208! 

Aubrei/, Mr., some account of him, ii. 180. 

Author, the engagements he had to this work, and the means 
he used to perform it, i. 4. His method, i. 8. Why he 
has been so particular in the character of iiir Matthew 
Hale, i. 137. His apology for being so minute aboutthe 
matters of Bedingfield and Wright, ii. 99. His opinion 
of the root of his lordship's distemper, ii. 1S8. His rea- 
sons for inserting some particular notes of things, which 
his lordship lelt behind him, ii. S75. 

B. 

Baier,Mr. a solicitor in Chancery, some account of faim,i. S7> 
Ballast Wharfs, some account of them, i. S82. 
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Barbtr, Mr. an Oxfordshire gmtleman, Mying of hia to a 

lady, ii. 137. 
Barebmiet, Dr., uyiug of hi* about the Lord Keeper North, 

i. 428. 
Baromttfrt, how they came to be told in ahops, ii. ftOS. 
Btavhrt, Duke of, hia princely economy, J. 271. Manner 

01 educating bis children, i. 276. 
Bedingjield, Sergeant, character of him, il. 93. Pitched upon 

to be a judge by bis lordihip, t^f^ Threatened by Jet- 

&iea, if he applied to Lord Keeper North, and not to him, 

ibid. Leaves my Lord Keeper upon that, ii. 94>1, 
Bedlamert, of a sort of people so called in the North, i. 28fi, 
Btdloe, Captain, account of his examination at Bristol, i. 250. 

His speeches in discourse, i. i5S, Intent of big expedition 

to Bristol, as far as it concerned his lordship, i. 259. 
Behmr Castle, some account of it, i. S78. 
Bcrkleg, Lord, bis contest with the Lord Chief Joatice North, 

about the clerkship of the treasury, !. 202. 
BenaTdittim, Sir Samuel, goes to Ian by himself in the House 

of Lords, i. 106. 
Border: of the border commission, !. 2S5. Severity of the 



hradg. Dr., of his History of England, i. 25. 

Bri^gman, Sir Orlando, character of him, i. 179, Of him as 
a chancellor, i. 421. 

Bmtol, of that town and people, i. 250. ii. 84. 

Broadgale, chaplain to the Turkey Company ; story and cha- 
racter of him, i. 55. 

Bmnakill, of his project of (he green wax, i. 219.. 

Buckt, Duke of, some account of him, i. 99. Furious for 
Mr. Jones against Mr. North, ibid. His case against 
- Ambrose Pbiilips, ii. 46. 



Cadence, Jack, whence a certain seijeant got that name, 
i. 400. 

Can*, Sh- R. ii. 26. 

Gipel, Su Henry, his answer to Sir f niDcia North, when 
desired to tell why the House of Commons urged a parti- 
cular matter, for which there was no apparent reason, 
i. S12. 

Card, Mr. Andrew, who, i. 99. Saved Sir Francis North's 
life, how, ibid. 

CarStU, of that town, i. 288, 
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Caset, advantage in the exercise of putting casei, i. 19. 

Chancery, Court of, riie and encreaae of tt, t. 419. Unhappy 
case of a poor gentleman who was coocerned in a chancery 
suit, i. 434. Conclusion m to those matters, ii, 47. 

Charks II., his gift to the town of Lyme, i. 243. His justice 
and clemency in the proceedings against the Rye plotters, 
i. Si9. His speech to the Lord Chief Justice North, to 
desire him to persuade his brother to stand, i. 355. Pub- 
licly testifies his great opinion of his lordship's kDonledge 
in the law, i. S86. His speech to his lordship, when pen- 
sive upon the woolsack, i. 387. Sayii^ of his to the Lord 
Keeper North, when he delivered the great seal into his 
hand, i. 414. Of his presenting a ring to .TefFriea, iL 67. 
Consequences as to him, if the motion of Jeffries about 
recusants had succeeded, ii. 71. Never failed going to 
Lord' Keeper North, at whatsoever time he went to court, 
and sent to his Majesty, ii. 9 L. Began to look into husi' 
nesst and the state of his treasury, more than formerly, 
and why, ii. 104. Impatient to have Winchester House 
finished, ibid. How he saved himself from ruin, aftei to 
many errors in government, ii. 10^. Falsely accused of 
cruelty, ii. 106. His sickness and death, ilnd. Particu- 
lar reason against his being poisoned, ii. 107. Saying of 
his to the Lord Keeper North, when he interceded for 
favour to one that was obnoxious, ii. 247. 

Charkton, Sir Job, hard usage he received from Jeffries, 
ii. 10. 

Chartere, of the regulation of them, ii. 67. 

ChiffiHch, Will., who, ii. 6. 

Choice of books, i. 24. 

Chute, Chaloner, some account and character of him, i. 13. 
Gave the admission fees to youitg Mr. North, i. 14, 

Chute, of two younger brothers, of that qame, that were 
taken care of hy his lordship, ii. 220. 

Cireuilt, some account of them, i. 304. 

Clat/poU, Mr. who, i. 308. Of his business with the Lord 
Chief Justice North, ibid. 

Clerkship, a proper way, by which to enter upon the study of 
the law, i. 30. 

Clerki, Six, in Chancery, defeated in their design, when they 
made a present to the Lord Keeper North, ii. 174, 

Clmetling, ii. 124. 

Coal, of the Candle coal. i. 294. 

Coat-tmaei, of a drain made to one by Sir Wilham Blackett, 
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Cnffix-ibutei, of the design in putliog them down, i. 316. 
Coin, scheme for the refonnation of it, first set on foot by 

Sir Dudley North, i. 858. 
Cokf, Lord Chief Justice, of his comment upon Littleton, 

i. 21. 
Coke, Mr. of Norfolk, iiicceeded Sir Francis North in the 
' biirgesship for Lynn, at a vast expense, i. 190. 
Coleman, Mr., who, i. 85. Contemporary and tnend of his 

lordship, ibid. Character of him, iOid. 
College, his trial, i. 300. 

Commonplace, of commonplacing in the study of the law, i. 20, 
Commoni, House of, whether they have a right to impeach 

a commoner capitally, in the House of Lords, or not, i. 347. 
Company, effects of hoth good and bad lb young people, i. 1 7. 
Concilium magnum in parliamento, whom it consisted of, i. 345. 
CoMtcav, Lord, his character, ii. 55. 
Copyholdt, difBculties about (hem, i. 35. Hard case of many 

of them, ibid. Reason for abolishing that tenure, ibid. ■ 
Cornwall; of the Cornish men, i. 249. 
Circenlri/, Mr. Secretary, gieai credit he had in the House of 

Commons, i. 187. 
CotincU, Cabinet, original of it, ii. 49. Posture of it when 

his lordship was introduced there, ii. 53. 
Counsel, how unsafe false counsels are, i. 879. 
Covnaellort of State, memento worthy of their attention, 

ii. 269. 
Country Keepers, of a sorl of people (>o called in the North, 

i. 286. 
Court-keeping, benefit of it, i. 33> 

Craven, Lord, account of him and his whispering, t. 393. 
Crisp, Mr-, of his prosecution by Jeffries, ii. 18. 
Crompton, Mr. Charles, character and history of him, ii> 232. 
Crown, its power, by law, not enough in King Charles H.'s 
- time, ii. 81. 
Cutftnnt, difficulties about collecting them, under James II., 

before the parliament sat, ii. 110. 
Cvts and Pickering, account of their case, i. 112. 

D. 

Dacres, Lady, quarrels with his lordship, and why, i. 86. 
Her ladyship's cruel behavioQr to him, i. 87. 

Danby, Earl of, impeached, i. 940. His errors, ibid. Case' 
of his pardon considered, i. 341. Whether he might have 
been bailed by the King's Bench or no, i. 343. 
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Dag, story of the dumb da; in Westminster- Hall, i. 209. 

Dtgg, Sir Simon, the view he had io dedicating his book to 
Dr. Woods, Bishop of Lichfield, i. 297. 

Dtlaval, Sir Rslph, made collector of his own port by King 
Charlesll., i. 282. Of a colliery of his dronaed, i. 284. 

Design of the author, i. xiii. and i. I. 

Devenith, Mr. Henr;, his good behaviour, whilst register) 
i. 431. 

Devonehirt, of their dialect, i. 249. 

DisputanU, maxim amongst them, i. 397. 

Docwra, who, it 8. 

Dorset, Earl of, bis answer to the king, who asked what my 
Lord Craven whispered in his car, i. 394. 

Duke, Mr., who, i. 241. Called Spirit Po.why, ibid. Enter- 
tains, the judges, i. 242. 

Duncomb, Sir John, his observation of the lawyers, li. 235. 

Duriam, of that church and town, i. 279. 

Duly, af that upon tobacco and sugars, granted to King 
James II., ii. 122. 

E. 

Earl, Serjeant, his way of living and keeping of his accounts, 
i. 72. 

Edgecomb, Mount, some account of it, i. 248. 

Elg, Isle of, some account of that court, i. 76. 

Erasmut, observation of his upon the English lawyers, i. 200. 

Eitea, Eart of, i. 377. 

Eveli/H, Mr., his agreeable enlertaiument of his lordship, 
ii. 181. 

Exclanon Bill, his lordship's opinion of it, i. 347. 

Eyre, the nature of it, i. 78. Why King Charles II. pro- 
claimed a sessions of it, t. 79. 

F. 

Faction, aati of some designs of theirs afler the Revolution, 
i. 111. Their design, if his lordship's judgment in Soams* 
case had been reversed, ibid. Short character of them, 
i. 363. Impudent assertion of theirs, about forces sent 
into Scotland, i. 372. Other impudent assertions of theirs, 
taken notice of by his lordship, i. 399. Use they made of 
the king's presenting a ring to Jeffries, ii. 67. 

Fanatic, of some lanatic news-letters wrote by Coleman, 
i. 298. 
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Fincii^S'a Heseage, his sDswer to the benchers of the Middle 
Teniple about the aid cloister walki, i. 27. 

Fines, of those of infints, i. SIS. Of some vacated for in- 
fancy, i. 216. Nature nnd antiquity ofthem, i. 217. 

FUton, of him and his caie, i. 438. 

Flamstead, Mr., favours be received from the Lord Ke^ter 
North, ii. 181. 

Foltji, Mr. Paul, of his learning and notions, i. 310. His 
behaviour in parliament, with regard to Lord Chief Joatice 
North,!. 811. 

Forests, now neglected, and why, i. 80. Benefit that would 
acra^ue to the crown, if they were preserved, ibid. 



Oovermnttti, what care it ought to t^ei who are trusted as 

judges in cases of importance, ii. 35. 
Godalphin, Sidney, his character, ii. 58. 
Governors, apt to mistake in their notion of power and its 

coDsequences, ii. 80. 

H. 

Hackel, Bishop of Lidifield, by what means he repaired his 
caihedral, i. 296. 

Hate, Lord Chief Justice, saying of his about Sir Francis 
North, i. 84. Why partial in the trial between Cuts and 
Pickering, i. 116. His great learning and liis fajlings 
ibid. His behaviour at trials, i. 119. Seem iogly coura- 
geous, but really fearful, i. 130. Taken out of the law, 
an empty pretender, i. ISl.' Unfortunate in his family, 
snd why, i. 124. Open to flattery, i. Ii5. Why so much 
cried up as an oracle, i. 126. His lordship's notes ofhim 
explained, i. 127. His piece of advice to the Duke ot 
Beaufort, whilst he was building his great housBj i. 276. 

Halfs, Sir Edward, short account of him, ii. £60. 

Halifaa, Marquis of, ctiaracier of him, ii. 54. 

Harbours, of those in the Weaiern Channel, i. 845. Of that 
of Pool, ibid. Of that of Plymouth, i. 2*7. 

Bags, prosecuted for high treason, and acquitted by Jeffries, 
ii. 19. 

Heraldry, what that means among the chancery officers, 
i. 435. 

Hexham, some account of that town, i, 288. 

Uickes, Dr., his character of Lord Keeper North, ii, 244. 
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Hvi&t, big ease argued, i. 64. 

Holt, Lord Chief Justice, corrects a scandalous 

preface to Pollexfen's reports, i. 110. 
Bounty the beat policy, i. 89. 
Hotkins, Sir John, his character, ii. 177. 
HVf. Sir Nicholas, (. 81. 
Hi/de V. Emerton, case of, i lUT. 



Jamet II., makes interest with the Loid Keeper North, in 
favour of Pitton, i, 4S9. Succeeds to the throne, ii. 108. 
The great aflbctioii he bore to his lordship, ii. 149. 

J^riet, Sir Oeorge, his ill usage of Lord Keeper Ntmh, 
about the Duke of Norfolk's case, ii. 3. Short aceouot 
of him, ibid. Recorder of London, how, ii. 9. Duke of 
York's solicitor, ii. 8. Carried a cause against Docwra, 
ibid. Left the Becorderahip for fear, ii. 9, Aimed to be 
chief justice of the Common Pleas, against Sir Thomas 
Jones, ii. 10. Got to be chief justice of Chester, against 
Sir Job Charleton, ii. 10. Contrives a fictitious greatness, 
to make a show of power, ii. 13. Pushed the quo war' 
ranto't, &c. into abuse, ii. 16. Prevailed to bare all die 
city a^rs committed to him^ ii, 18. Dirers matters 
(hriousljr driven by bim, ibid. Of his proBecuting Mr. 
Crisp, ibid. Of bis prosecudng Rosewell, ii. 19. Of 
his acquitting Hays, ibid. Pleased with a gasconade of 
his client Verdon, ii. 21. Espoused the interest of die 
Eaat India Company, ii. 82. Introduced PoUexfen, ii. 
23. Rated the citizens of Bristol for kidnapping, ii. 24. 
Saying of his to them, ii. %7. Released Sir Robert Cann 
with a reproof, ibid. Introduced Sir John Trevor, ibid. 
Undertook to bail the lords, but durst not, ii. 29. Divers 
odd passages of him, ibid. ■ Summary of his character, ii. 
90. His usage of an attorney, and a conceit of his, ii. 9S. 
Usage of a poor Wapping scrivener, ibid. Discovered in 
a cellar after the Revolution, by that scrivener, ii. 34. Made 
a motion for the general delivery of all those who lay under 
commitment for recusancy, ii. 69. Triumphed when Sir 
Robert Wright was made a judge.ii. 97. Came to council 
drunk, and inveighed against trimmers, ii. lOl. His design 
of bringing the business of Smith and Baity before the king, 
ibid. His proceedings in the West, ii. 133. 

Jenkitu, Sir Leoline, bis character, i. 382, ii. 5S. Qnita to. 
Oodolphtn, ii. 62. The great value of that minister, iUd. 
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The king's aflaira went backirards afler he quitted, and 
nhy, ii. 65> 

Interiptiont, monumental, use of them, i. 169. 

Janet, Sir Wm., flirts at Sir Francis North, upon his giving 
ansnera in the court of King's Bench for the attorney 
general, i. 63. Some mistakes that might sit heary upon 
bis mind, i- 99. Reasons of the visits he made to Sir 
Francis North now and then, i. 101. Saying of his of 
Sir Matthew Hale, i. 132. Threatened for drawing tbe 
proclamation against coSee-houses, i. 317. 

Jrniet, Sir T. ii. 10, 

Jttdgtt, excuse for their passive behaviour in the trials for 
Oates's plot, i. S22. Appointment of, ii. 35. 

Juslice, chief of the Common Pleas, keeper of the records 
and treasury, i, 202. 

K. 

Keeble, of his tables to his statute book, i. 22. 

Ktmith, Sir Charles, character of a Welsh steward of his, 
ii. S,$5. 

Keiling, Low he first discovered the Rye plot, i. 362, 364. 

Kendal, in Lancashire, account of that lowa, aud the trade of 
it, i. 293. 

Kidnapping, at Bristol, what, ii. 24. 

iLin^, Sir John, his character, it. 190. 

Knave, how such a mao woidd go about to manage his adver- 
sary, i. 397. 



Lancaster, Duchy of, some account of that court, i. 76. 

Account of that duchy, i. 294. 
Lauderdale, Duke of, bow he discovered to tbe Lord Chief 

Justice North, that the Westminster parliament would be 

dissoUed, i. 873. 
Lavi, of commonplacing in the study of it, f. 20. Necessity 

of regulations in it, i. 223. Of the repeal of the penal 

laws, ii. 124. Of the test laws, ii. 269. 
Lawj/er, use of putting cases to him, i. 20. Art of speaking 

to be especially cultivated by him, i. 26. 
Lee, Lady Elizabeth ; of her pretensions to the fortunes of 

the coheiresses of the earl of Down, i. 163. 
Zif/jf, Sir Peter, of him and his acquaintance with his lord- 
ship, ii. 211. His estate saved, ii. 287. 
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Lninx, Sit C.,i. 370. 

LibeU, of the method taken to get the better of them, i. 320. 
Litcifitld, how that cathedral was repaired, i. 296. 
LongueTiile, Mr. William, his character, ii. 188. 
Lovelace, Lord, hia advice to his lordship, i. 367. 
Lumfy Park, of the coal mines there, i. 377. 
iyme, in Dorsetshire, description of the Cob there, i. S4i. 
The way of loading and unloading vessels there, i, 243. 

M. 

MtKcU^eld, Earl of, bis resentment of a piece of justice done 

him by his lordship, i. 412. 
MagUtrafe, hudships and comforts attending one that is np- 
. right, i, 107. 

Maintenance, of separate maintenance provided for in mar- 
riage anicleN, i. 161. 
Marriage, his lordship's inducements to it, i. 154. Why the 

author :8 so particular about it, i. 154. Of the several pTO> 

positions made htm, and where he fixed at last, i, 1£6. 

Thoughts of a second, ii. 250. 
Maltheais, Mr. who, i. 13. 
Mayaard, Serjeant, admirer of the year-books, i. 37. Of 

a comical action he brought against a poor man, i. 235. 

His character, i. 238. 
McB), Bishop of Winchester, his saying of my Lord Chief 
- Justice North, i. 241. 

Middletoa Tower, in Norfolk, description of it, i. 299. 
Minittry of state, their intrigues when his lordship was made 

attorney general, i. ISI. 
Money, that it never will long be wanted, nor abound in any 

country, i. 352. 
Mordaaiit, heir of a family of that name in Bedfordshire, 

taken care of by his lordship, ii. 218. 
Moreliind,- Sir Samuel, of his static barometer, ii. 197- His 

devices, and of his kitchen, ii. 201, Of a particular way 
. of giving one's self a clyster, invented by him, ii. 202. 
Morton, of a bill called Morton-Pike in Lancashire, i. 293, 
' Moor, Sir Jonas, account of bim, ii. 181. 
MouHiagit, Sir William, displeased at his lordship, and why, ~ 

i. 197, 
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liemciutle upon Tyne, why tbat continuea a sea-port atill, 
i. 249. Some account of that town, \. 380. 

Norfolk, Duke of, his case against Eame Howard, his brother, 
u. 1. 

North, Sir Francis, hia parentele, &c. pref. p. xv. Nothing 
■aid of him in history, and why, xiv. His writings bow 
disposed, i. 9. School education, i. 10. How he prayed 
by the spirit, i. 1 1 . Removed to Bury, ihid. Made a col- 
lection of the verbs neuter, i. 12. Admitted of St. John's 
college, Cambridge, ibid. Character, and the profioiency 
be nude in bis studies there, ibid. Benefited much by one 
Mr. Matthews, i. 13. Admitted of the Middle Temple, 
Und. Carried on the study of polite literature, along with 
that of the law, i. 15. Use he made of music, tiitf. De- 
clined bad company, i. 16. Confined his way of living to 
his condition, i. IS. Attended his grandfather in the 
country, i. 19. Benefit he had from thence, ibid. Used 
commons in the hall, and putting cases, ibid. Poverty 
made him a lawyer, i. SO. Benefit of Mr. Attorney Pal- 
mer's favour, i. S3. His choice of hooks, i. 24. Dis- 
coursed at night, of what he had read that day, i. S6. His 
attendance on the courts of justice, i. 31. Constant^re- 
porter, i. Si. Used much the law French, and why, i. 33. 
Attended the moots, ibid. Applied to court- keeping, ibid. 
Saying of an old family-steward to his lordship, i. 34. 
Managed a Ian-suit for his father, much to his satisfaction, 
i. 37. The like for his grandfather. Hid. Vindicated 
from his grandfather's suspicions, i. 38, Concerned in a 
family revolution, i. 41. Diversions in the country, i. 47. 
Character of him in the first stage, i. 45. Went somelimes 
to bear Hugh Peters, i. 49. Called to the bar, ihid. 
Made no bustle to get practice, i. 50: His allowance ftom 
bis father, reduced from 60/. to 50L a year, i. 51. His 
lather's answer to his letters about it, i. 52, Carried a 
cause for one Stutvile, i. SS. Provided a practising cham- 
ber, i. 6i. Lent hia brother Dudley a sum, i. 55. Cor- 
responded wiih his brother Dudley, tbid. Love to hia 
brother John North, i. 58. Solicitous about his health, i.S9. 
His great increase of business, iliid. Reason why he took 
fees of bis relations, ibid. Loss of his sister Mary, i. 60. 
Great intimacy with the Palmer family, i. 61. Loss of 
Mi. Edward Palmer, ibid. Serviceable to -the attorney 
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general, i. 69. Argued for the king against Hollis, i. 64. 
Why nobody would underiake it, i. 65. Made kin^a 
counsel, how, i. 67. Used the Norfolk circuit, i. 71. His 
conduct in causes whilst young, i. 72. Chairman of the 
conunissiOD for dividing the fens, i. 74. His prudent ma- 
nagement there, i. 75. Co nsti tilled judge of the Isle of 
Ely, i. 76. Demanded the cognisance of a cause from 
Westminster Hall, i. 77. Regulated the practice of that 
court, i. 7S. Attended in the iter on Lord Oxford, ibid. 
In tavoui with the Lord Chief Justice Hyde, i. 81. liis art 
in getting credit with the judges, i. 6S. Careful to be well 
instructed, i. 84. His j^ood advice lo Lady Dacres, i. 86. 
His obliging carriage to her, i. 87. 1 lis art in a (rial about 
tithes, i. 90. Surprised into a debauch, and how, i. 91, His 
account of himselfwhen drunk, i. 9S. Moderation in drink- 
ing, ibid. Forced xometimes to drink more than lie liked, 
as once at Lord Sandwich's, i. 93. How he passed his lei- 
sure time, i. 94. Solicitor general, and drupped circuits, 
i. 96. Opposed by Mr. Jones, ibicj. His iioteol'thatpassage, 
ibid. Attended chiefly at tlie Chancery, and why, i, 104. 
N^lected no oppnrtuoity of increasing his knowledge, ibid. 
Read Littleton all over every Chriatmaa, and why, ibid. 
Chief in practice, reputation, and trust, i. 105. Observa- 
tions upon the prosecution of him for his judgment in the 
case of Soama and Bernardistun, i. 106. His argument, 
printed, and why, i, 109. His notes upon the actions of 
Lord Chief Justice Hale, i. 126. Recovered an estate for 
St. John's college in Cambridge, i. 139. Good convey- 
ancer.i. 141. His methods of dispatch, i. 142. Assisted 
a relation with his draughts, i. J45. Happily corrected 
, his father's will, i. 146. Read publicly upon fines, i. 149. 
Desired to marry, and wl>y, i. 153. Afier several disap- 
pointments, married the Lady Frances I'ope, i. 160. Hig 
economy when settled, i. 164. Caused Serjeanta'-Inn Hall 
to be rebuilt, i. 165. Caused a drain to be mnde from his 
bouse to Flei-i-sireet, i. 166. Took a house in Hammer- 
smith, why, 167- Di-piisitinn of his children after his lady's 
death, i. 170. Chosen mi'intier for Lynn, at first without 
opposition, i. 171. Opposed afterwards by Sir SimoD 
Taylor, i. 175. Made attorney general, i. 181. Great 
gains when attorney, i. 183. His money, how disposed 
o^ i. 184. Loved to have a friend near him, whom he 
might have recourse to when he pleased, ibid. Uneasy at 
his attendance at court, and why, i. 185. His behaviour 
whilst he was ia the king's service, ibid. Trnpirored him- 
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■elfin the knowledge of men, whilst in the House of Com- 
mons, i. 1 90. His virtuoua course of life while single, and 
when married, i. 19.1. Friend to students, and a virtnoso, 
i. 194. His universal inclination to improve,!. 195. Un- 
derstood the European languages, i. 195. Noted whatever 
occurrences be met with, worth regarding, i. 1 96. Made 
lord chief justice, tfiuf. Forced to disoblige Sir AVilliam 
Mountagu, i. 197. His sense of the grant to Lord Berk- 
ley, i. 202. Seta up ac Hiaw* in the Common Pleas, i. 20S. 
Would not allow costs to atlornifs in pnipriutm, i. 206. 
Against recoverit^s of infants, i. 212. Vacated some fines 
for infancy, i. 215. Hia account of the green-wax projiect, 
i. 219. Solicitous against all abuses, ibid. Concerned 
in the statute ol frauds an<l )>eijuries, i. 224. Clearly for 
a register, ibid. His reasons for it, i. 225. Emtured no 
discourse of causes de|:ending before him, i. 228. His 
conduct in trials, i. 229. Hia temper In delecting frauds, 
i. 230, Supplanted the arts of counsel, how, i. 292. His 
interest in tlie West, i. 240. Chose the western circuit, 
and why, ibid. Entertainment at Mr. Duke's, i. 242. 
Much respected in the West, i. 241. Entertained by Sir 
Richard Edgoomb, i. S48. His tetter to Secretary Jenlcins, 
i. 257. Called before the House of Commons about Bedloe, 
i. 261, His cautious behaviour while chief justice in the 
circuit, i. 262. . Dreaded trying a witch, i. 266. His en- 
tertainment at Newcastle, i. 280. How attended through 
. Northumberland, i. 287. Reconciled a feud in Cumber- 
- land, about the sessions, i. 291. His conduct in College's 
trial, i. 300. Of the great use the going of the circuits 
was to his lordship, i. 304. Hia principles and conversa- 
tion, i. 307. His endeavours to undeceive his friends, with 
regard to the lies spread about of the king, ibid. Cautioo 
habitual, ibtd. His great regard to Sir Jeoffry Palmer's 
family and friends, i. 309. Surprised into a factious dining 
cabal, how, i. 312. His opinion about libels, i. 319. 
Thought that Oates's plot might be checked by a pamphlet, 
i. 323. Penned some instructions pursuant to that design, 
i. 324. Concluded the plot to be a cheat, why, i. 325. 
Concerned in no trial but that of Nat. Reading, 326. Af- 
flicted at the case of Lord Stafford, i. 328. Penned the 
declaration, i, 332. Made a privy counaellor, and taken 
into the cabinet, i. 339. His opinion of the bailing of the 
Earl of Danby, i. 844. His thoughts of tlie magnum con- 
tilium in parlutrnento, i. 345, His opinion of the exclusion, 
. i. 847. His arguments to persuade his brother Dudley to 
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bold sheriff, i. S55. Hfs generoui proposition to Sir 
Dudle;, i. 958. Attended at Guildhall during the election 
of sheriffi, i. 869. Resolved some doubts of the lord 
mayor, in a generous manner, i. 360. Chief pilot and 
conductor in all these affairs, i. 362. His answer to Mr. 
Soanis, who advised bim tn go to the House of Commons, 
and give up his petition, i. 366. The like to Lord Love- 
lace, upnn the same account, i. 367. His humanity to Sir 
Creswell Levinz, i. 369. Friendship vrith the Duke of 
Lauderdale, i. 373. Advises the king to publish a deda- 
ration of his reasons for the dissolution of the tittle West- 
minster parliament, i. 380. His cautions to the king in 
all the examinations about tbe sliam plots, i. 381. His 
prudent administration, i. 3R3. Difference between him 
and Lord Ruchester, about preferring persons, i. 384, 
His abilitips nod interest at court, i. 386. His account 
of the disposal nf the place ofprothonotary, i. 389. Sate 
u speaker in the House of Lords, i. 391. How respected 
at court, about the linie he was made lord keeper, i, 393. 
Observed himself to be taken for a rising man at court, 
and nhy, ibid. Carried himself steadily, as judge anil 
privy counsellor, i. 394. Coerced all passion, though in- 
clined, i. 395. His care when he found bis passion rising, 
i. 397. How he uspd to turn it off, when any thing made 
him angry, i. 398, Coerced impudence in counsel, i. 399. 
His jtidgment of the prerogative, i. 403. Turned trimmer, 
how, i. 404. Orthodox, just, and conformable, I. 407, In 
^eat credit with tlie jury, whilst chief justice, i. 409. 
Friendship to Lord Nottingham, ibid. Intelligence 
given him of his being made keeper, i. 411. Reasons 
pro and ciin, whether he should accept it, i. 411. De- 
termined not to accept, without a pension, and why, i. 413. 
Accepted with a pension, i. 414. His passion at tbe ill 
. usage he received from tbe courtiers, i. 415. He never- 
. theless created the king no trouble about it, i. 416. Chan- 
cery easy to bim, i. 419. Sen*ible of the evils of that 
court, i. 42 1 . His method of introducing his amendments 
into the ('ourt of Chancery, i. 43.^. Retrenched motions 
for speeding and delaying bearings, i. 425. Ordered tbe 
parties to show the mnsters any errors, i. 426. Stopped 
the course of injunctions upon exceptions to an answer 
filed, i. 427. Retrench^ the superfetation of interlocutory 
orders, i. iSS, Difficult about rehearings, i. 429. His 
method of controlling the register's ofRce, ibid. Why 
be did not publish a book of rules and orders at his en- 
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trance upon the chancellorBhip, i.. 431. ConHcrred the - 
rights of officers in all bis regulations, i. 43%. Left refor- 
mation of ofBces to die pBrliament, and why, i. 433. Had 
no vanity, but kept close to truth, with all poasible cautioni 
ibid. Altered nothing but what he knew experim^tallyi 
i. 434. Uneasy about remanets, J. 435. His care of the 
orders of the court, and preferring bis reasons, i. 437, His 
behaviour in Fitton'a cause, i. 438. His behaviour under 
the ill usage be met with from Jeffries in the House of Lords, 
iL 2. His deliberatioii about (be places of tlie masters in 
chancery, ii. 48. His design to leave a history, ii. 50. 
His historical notes, ii. 51. His aversion to Lord Sunder- 
land, ii. £9. His tbougbts upon Secretary Jenkins qnittiog 
to Godolphin, ii. 62. His sense of the concern himself 
had, if Jeffries's motion about recusants had succeeded, ii. 
69. Opposed it alone, ii. 71. His directions to the 
judges, when he was spoke to once before, upon this a£fair, 
by the king, ii. 77. Why not he, but JeSries, was spoke 
to again about it, ibid. His sentiments upon the other 
lords deserting him in tbatafiair, ii. 78. His political aim 
and rule of power, ii. 79. Saying of bis to the king, about 
lenity and severity, ii. 80. Excellency of this rule of 
his lordship's, ii. 81. Laboured to bring tbe court to act 
according to law, ii. 84. Good success of his labours, 
ibid. Discerned the underminers at work, ii. 86. He 
was the last that stuck tirm to King Charles IL, ibid. 
Perceived the king grew weary of some new counsellors, 
ibid. His course of life, during bis ministry, ii. 87. Ma- 
naged at the council, and why, ii. 90. His attendance at 
court during that time, ibid. The king never failed to 
come to him whenever he went to court, and sent to his 
majesty, ii. 91. His advice to the king, when he men* 
tioned Sir Robert Wright to be a judge, ii. 94. Made no 
broil at court, because bis advice was not followed, ii. 96. 
His advice in the matter of Smith and Bailey, ii. 101, 
Declined meddling with foreign affairs, and why, ii. 102. 
His opinion of King Charles's judgment in foreign affairs, 
)i. 103. His answer to a great man about the kmg's deadi, 
it. ]09. His answer to Lord Rochester, about putting 
men into places, ii. 110. His prudent advice about the 
customs, Ist of James IL. rejected, ii, I IZ. Got as many 
of bis friends as he could, chose .into the parliament, and 
entertained them in his house whilst tlie parliament sat, 
ii. 115. What sort of men he recommended, iLid. Not 
trusted to speak to tbe parliament, ii. ISO. Ilia observa- 
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lion upon the attempt to repeal the peaal la«ri, ii. 1184. 
Put a stop to the fury of Jeffries in the West, ii. liS. 
Taken ill, hon and when, ii. 128. Dispatched all that be- 
longed to his place, notwithstanding his illness, ii. 131. 
Bad e£fecta of hia taking the bark, ii. 133. His disconao- 
Iste atate, under James II., ibid. Fancied himself out of 
countenance, i&iif. ReMlntion to quit the great seal, ii. ISS. 
Mad leave of the king to retire into the country with t!i« 
seal, ibid. Sent down to Aslrop, ii. 131. Of the family 
then with his lordship at Wroxton, ii. 1 85. His manner of 
living and amusements at Wroxton, ibid. Difierence of 
his behaviour, when be had hopes, and when he bad none, 
ii. 136. His good-humour declined with bis strength, ii. 
139. His method of setding bis last will, ii. liO. De- 
clined quickly upon leaving off Astrop water, ii. 141. 
Visitation service and sacrament ministered to him iti his 
sickness, ibid. Uneasy upon being left alone, ii. 142. 
Hia death, ibid. How he disposed his penny post letters, 
ii. 144. Eager after the study of records, and why, ii. 144. 
Hia ministry less difficult, and more mortifying under King 
James than King Charles, and why, ii. 148. Why he would 
not throw up the seals, without bis master's leave, ii. 149. 
His last piece of advice to the king, about the Prince of 
Orange, ii, 154. Not qualified for the latter times that fell 
to Ms share, ii. 158. Got to be made a baron, wliy, ii, 
159. Why be applied to the duke for it, ii. 161. Why 
he chose Guilford for his title, ibid. Not slandered when 
young, and not covetous, ii. 162. When first calumniated 
by the faction, ii. 164. Advice given him by a brother- 
in-law, to keep a w e, ibid. Repulsed a treacherous 

handle that was held forth to him, ii. 165, Calumny 
against him kept under, till James II.'s reign, ii. 166. 
His resentment of a lie dispersed about his riding 
upon a rhinoceros, ii. 167. Denied a writ for a bill of ex- 
ceptions in tlie rioters* case, ii, 169. Denied a writ of 
error in the case of Armstrong, and why, ii. 171, Of a 
present made him by the six clerks, ii. 174- An early 
virtuoso, ii. 176. Refused being made fellow of the roy^ 
society, and why, ii. 179. His kindness to Mr. Flamstead, 
ii. 162. Considered the state of the bladders of fishes,, 
ii. 195. His paper approved by the virtuosi, ii. J96. 
His answer to Sir Samuel Moreland's static barometer, 
ii. 197. Dined with Sir Samuel, ii. 201. His. use of, and, 
great delight in, music, ii. 804. Composed some concert 
music, ii. 205. WroU a philosophical essay on music, and 
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his notion, ii. 206. His scfaeme punued by the virtuotii 
ii. SOS. Judge of picture and penpective, ii, 210. Ac- 
quainted with Sir Peter Lely, ii. Sit. Kind to young 
people,, ii. 2 IS. His care of a branch of the Mordaiint 
&aiily, ii. 218. His care of the family of the Trocbeea, 
ibid. Hia kindneas to Mr. Gilbert North, ii. 319. His 
. care of two younger brothers of the Chute family, ii. 820. 
His view in all his benevolences, ii. S21. His fcindnesi to 
hia youngest brother, ii.- 222. His boun^ to his brother 
Mountagu, ii. 224. Procured a match fur nis'siiteT Atme^ 
with Sir Robert Wiaeman, ii. 225. Procured a match for 
his sister Elizabeth, with Mr. Foley's son of Worcester- 
shire, ii. 2S6. His kindness to that young gentleman, ii. 
229. Noie of the family of the Norths being sustained 
hj his lordship, ii. 232. His kindness to Mr. (Carles 
drompton, ii. 232. Redeemed Sir Charles Kemiah out of 
the hands of an old usurer, ii. 235. Saved Sir Peter Lely'l 
estate from being an escheat to tbe crown, ii. 237. Hia 
letter to Col. Werden, to beg a small estate of ihe Dnke 
of York for Sir Peter Lely's son, ii. 238, Endeavoured 
to preserve & livelihood to a poor widow woman, u. 24). 
Benevolent to the clergy, ii. 243. Never btgged any for- 
feited estates, ii. 24Q. Way of passing his time in private, 
ii. 247. Indulgent to bis aervanta, ii. 249. Why he did 
not marry again, ii. 250. Repented his not doing so, and 
' why, ibid. Hia economy after he had ihe seal, ii. 2£2> 
Remarkable character of agentleman waiter, ii. 253. His 
privacy an! solitudes, ii. 254. Way of mastering hia pas- 
sions, ii. 255. His note of a certain transaction atcourt, ii. 
256. Queries touching devices of hii enemies, ii. 257. 
His reflection upon his person and state, after King Charles 
H.'a death, ii. 262. Paper concemiitg King James's pro- 
roguing the parliament, ii. 270. Reasons for inserting 
tbe foregoing notes, ii. 27S. His resolution and proffer to 
resign &e sesb, ii. 2^7. Summary character of him, 
ii. 278. 
North, Lord, his lordship's grandfather; scheme of his to 
catch his grandson Frank, i. 38. Cuts his grandson Frank 
off of an annuity of 20/. a year, i. 44. His character. 
Hid. Letter of bis to Frank, t6ti^ 
North, Sir Dudley, his Iwdsbip's father ; his dutifulneas to 

tbe old lord, i. 42. 
ATorfA, Sir Dudley, his lordship's brother; some account of 
him, and his first setting out, i. 55. Hie arrival from 



:dbvGoogIe 



THE LOBD KEEPER GUILFORD. 409 

Turkey, i. 319. Hia idolatrous respect for Oates, ibid. 
His discourses most agreeable to his lordship, i. S50, De- 
termines to hold Bheiiff, i. S57. 
North, Mary, his lordship's sister, her character, i. 60. 
North, Dr. John, i. 58. Made cliaplain to the Duke of Lau- 
derdale, i. 374. His death, i. 37^. 
North, Mr. Robert, account of him, ii. 313. Hiskiadnew to 
bis sisters, ibid. Made clerk to hi» lordship's father, ii, 214. 
How his family was discovered, Uid. Made chief officer 
to his lordship, when jud^e of Ely, ii. 315. Made clerk 
of the confessions, ii. 216. His unwillingness to go to 
London, ibid. Made seat-bearer to liis lordsliip, ibid. Apo- 
logy for being so particular about him, ii. S17. 
North, Mr. Gilbert, some account of him. ii. 219. 
North, Roger, great &vours he received from his lordship, i. 

145, i. 239, ii. 322. 
Nottingham, Earl of, his direction to a student, i. 36. Hb 
saying of the Common Pleas, i. 31. His disease, i. 391. 
: His character as a cbancellor, i. 422. His slight of the 
opinion of the three chiefs he called to bis assistance in the 
Duke of Norfolk's case, ii. 2. Shift of his about setting 
the seals to Danby's pardon, ii, 74. 



Oates, i. S32, 349. 

Orator, character of a good one, and the reason, i. 191. 

Organ, of the great one at Exeter, i. 246. 

Ormond, Duke of, short character of him, ii. 57. 



Palmer, Mr. Edward, who, i. 61. Intimate with Sir Francia 
North, ibid. How the acquaintance began, ibid. 

Firmer, Sir Jeoffry, i. 23, 60. Converted hia lady from popery, 
to the church of England, i, 69. 

Pamphleteers, could find no subject of calumny against bu 
lordship, ii. 169. ' 

Papists, take umbrage at his lordship's decree in Fitton** 
case, i. 443. 

Parliament, Little Westminster, i. 347; Why it was dis- 
solved, i. 371. 

Passion, a symptom of truth, i, 397. 

Pemberton, Lord Chief Justice; his beginnings bad, and au- 
thority abused, ii. 38. Mortified an attorney to death, 
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ibid. Adrised in a fraudulent conTe^oce, ii. S9. Re- 
moved yiby, and when, ii. 40. 
Pembroke, Countess of, ahoit account of her and her way of 

life, i. 290. 
Pet, Sir Peter, account of him, i. 49. 
Peters, Hugh, i. 49. 

Petitioiu, of tho»e called tuinalttious, i. 364. 
Pickering, Mr., married to Sir John Cuts'a aunt ; account of 

him, and his erasing a part of a will, i. 1 Ii, IIS. 
Piets, of the wall called the Picts', i. 386. 
Pleading, ancient and modern method of it, i. 29. 
Pleae, the Common, why not removed in Sir Orlando Bridg- 

man's time, i. 199. Of the officers of that court, 200. 

Of tlie contention for jurisdiction between that and the 

King's Bench, i. 203. Ac etiams set up there, i. 205. 
Pb/moutk, of the harbour there, i. 247, 
PoUex/ea, Jndge, hia character, ii.^23. His behaviour in the 

West, ii. 24. 
Pope, Lady Frances, who, i. 170. Married to Sir Franda 
. North, ibid. Her illness and death, i. 167. Her fimeral 

moaument, i. 168. 
Port, Towna, far from the sea formerly, and why, i. 249. 

Of that of Seaton Delaval, i. 282. 
Porter, Sir Charles, lord chancellor of Ireland, occoant of 

him, ii. 192. 
Pott, Penny, how the crown came first into the revenue of it, 

ii. 8. 
Practice, benefit of a lawyer's not entering mto practice too 

soon, i. 50. 
Presbyterians, means whereby his lordship might have gained 

them over to his party, i. 869. 
Prothonotary, Vi be appointed by the chief justice alone, 

i. 387. 

Q. 
Qito waira»to», ii. 13, 40, 45. 

Radcliff, Dr., sent for to his lordship in his aicknets, and his 

behaviour to bin), ii. 141. 
Radnor, Earl of, his character, ii. 53, 
Reading, N., his trial, i. 326. 
Readings, at the inns of court ; manner of the entertainroenta 

at them, i. 149. The great benefit of those exerdses, 

i. 151. 
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RtbelUon, of that in Scotland, i. S71 . 

Records, use the faciion made of tbem, ii. Ii7. 

Reci/ceriet, of those of infanig, i. 812. 

Reeuianls, ii. 69. Reoauns against a general pardon of them, 

ii. 867. 
Rtformalion, of the English wsy of refonoing, ii. 18. 
Regittfr of estates, why gentlemen are so much against a 

register, i. 884. 
Retnanets, in the chaoceDor's paper of causes, bad effects of 

leaving many of them upon the paper over night, i. 435. 
Report*, of modern ones, i. 28. 

Revenue, about settling it under King James il., ii. 110, 188. 
Right, of that called tenants' right in Cumberland, i. 289. 
Robert*, Lord, ii. 59. 
Rochester, Earl of, what sort of man he was for preferrinv, 

i. 384. His cunning management to make his lordship 

sue for the chancellorship, i. 413. His character, iL 56. 
Rosewell, prosecuted by JeflTries, ii. 19. 
Rye plot, i. 389. Sprat's history of, i. 383. Discovery of, 

i. 384. More of it, ii. 6S. 



Saunders, Lord Chief Jus^ce, his character, ii. 41. Made 

chief justice of the King's Bench, ii. 45, Taken ill of a 

nnmb palsy, ii. 46. 
Saityer, Sir Robert, his character, ii, 183. Refused to pass 

the Bon obtloHlei, and therefore removed, ii. 185. 
Scotchmen, sent home into their own country to be tried, 

i. 331. 
Scroggs, Sir William, hfs character, i. 3 13. Convened by Sir 

Francis North, L 314. Of his lady and children, i. 316. 
Seal, Great, carried to the king by his lordship's executors, 

ii. 143. 
Sequestrationt in Chancery, the rise of tliem, i. 420. 
Serjeavts' Inn HaU, wlien rebuilt, i. 165. 
Sessions, of a feud in Cumberland, about the holding them, 

between the Musgraves and Lowtbers, i. 291. 
Seymour, Mr. Edward, his character, ii. 51. 
Sha,fteibury,^aT\ of, why he was made lord chancellor, i. 78. 

Short character of him as chancellor, ibid. Made presi- 
dent of the council, i. 339, 871, 377,481. 
Shaw, Sir John, who, i. 91. 

Short, Dr., his advice in his lordship's iDness, ii. 130. 
SmarthwaU, Zacbarias, chief clerk to his lordship, turned 

away, and why, iL 249. 



:dbvGoogIc 



412 INDEX TO THE LIFE OF 

SmM, Aaron, impudent speech of hia at Colly's trial, i.- 
802. 

Smilh, and Baily, Justices, of their quarrel, ii. 18, 100. 

Soams, Mr,, goes with a piece of advice from the Lord Sun- 
derland to bis lordship, i. 366. 

Solicitjr General, in what ihings that office is co-ordinate 
with the attorney, i. 148. 

Speeulums, what, and his lordship's use of them, ii. 256. 
One about his resigning the seat, ir. 961. Auotlier entitled 
Magnum, ii. 264. One relating to his successor, ii. 265. 
One of a private state, ii. 266. 

Sprat, Bishop of Rocheater, of his recanting his History of the 
Rye plot, and laying it upon the Lord Keeper North, afVer 
the Revolution, i. SSS. 

SlofanI, Earl ol', hia case, i. 928. 

Stale, nip, quietly settled under King James II., ii. 108, 

Slevfm, Dr., who, his character of Mr. North, i. 11. 

SttJmird, HiL;h, nccesijary in the trial of impeachments, i. 348. 

StvtrUf, of Dalham, some account of him, and a cause he 



Sundeilaiid. Earl of, his behaviour when introduced into the 
cabinet, ii. 59. Puts aboitt a lie, hoxv his lordship rode 
up<m a rhinoceros, ii. 167. 

Syderfin, Mr., who, i. 143. His character, i. 144. 



Taylor, Sir Simon, opposed hrs lordship at Lynn, i. 175. 
Signed the return, i. 176, Opposed Mr. Coke there, but 
persuaded to t^ive up, i. 190. 

TemU, Middle, the benchers of that society forced to make 
Mr. North one of them, I. 67. 

Tenurti, tlie taking them away, bad for the liberties of the 
people, ii. 82. 

Timti, the,, stated, when bis lordship was made attorney ge- 
neral, i. 178. State of them when his lordship was m^e 
privy counsellor, i. 373. 

Trade, that it is, like the sea, universal, i. 851. Of the pro- 
hibiting trade with any country, i. 352. 

Trapatu, of iome that were laid to catch his lordship, i. 365. 

Treatury, Clerk of, in whose disposal by law, i, 202. Pa- 
tent for that place void in law, tbid. 

Treby, Sir George, short character of him, ii. 9. 

Trevor, Sir John, his character, ii. 27. Falls out with 
Jeffi-ies, ii. 28. 
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Trial, at the bar, called the trial of the Lord Chief Justice 

North, i. 387. 
Trimmers, ii. 101, 
Triumxirate, of the famous one in King James II.'s time, 

ii. 17. 
Trochte, a family taken care of by his lordship, ii. £18. 
Turner, Sir Edward, lost much of his authority as speaker, 

and why, i. 97. Resigned that place, whj, 98. Made 

chief baron of the exchequer, ibid. 
Tyrrel, the historian, acquainted with his lordship, how, i. 

811. 

u. 

Verdon, Samuel, who, ii> il. Taken into custody by order 

of the House of Commons, ibid. His behaviour underthe 

arrest, ibid. Sues the Serjeant's men for batteiy, ibid. 

Gasconade of hia, ii. iZ. 
Vindication of the ministry, at the time of the Rye plot, i. 

336. 
Virtuosi, approve of a paper written by my lord keeper, upon 

fishes' bladders, ii. 196. 
Undertaken, a party in the House of Commons so called; 

some account of them, 1. 188. 
Union, the advantage reaped by the countries bordering upon 

England and Scotland, i. i85. 

W. 

Waller, Serjeant, some account of him, i. 24. 

(Fax, green, account of that project, i. 819. Failed, and 
why, i. 221. 

Wayleaiies, to a coal mine ; short account of them, i. 281. 

fFcW, Mr., who, ii. 180. 

Well: of the burning well in Lancashire, i. 294. 

Weili, of that city, i. 249. 

Werden, Sir John, some account of him, ii. 1 79. 

Whig, and Tory, of those names, i. 404. 

Whitmore, Mr., who, i. 89. Of his fancy not to pay tithes, 
ibid. 

Wiflwm*. Sir W.ii. 20. 

Willis, master of a school at Isleworth ; account of him and 
his wife, i. 10. 

Wiseman, Sir Robert, who, ii. 225. 

Witches, of a couple hanged at Exeter, i. 267. Of one ac- 
quitted at Salisbury, i. 269. 
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Wiiard, of the trial of one befon the Lord C^iief Justice 
Nortb, i. 270. 

Woods, Bishop of Litchfield, how forced to repair his palace 
there, i. 2S7. 

Wright, Sergeant, m&de judge contrary to hia lordship's ad- 
vice, ii. 94, His character, ibid. 



Tear-hiolti, use of them, i. 28. 
York, of that church and town, i, 279. 
York, Duke of, introduced into the cabinet council, ii. 65. 
Youth, hazards and advantagea in the inatitution of them; 
i. 17. 



:dbvGoogIe 



INDEX 



LIVES OP SIR DUDLEY NORTH AND 
DR. JOHN NORTH. 



Alicanl, of the situation of that place, ii. 317. 

Affiand, St., the apothecary, observaiion of his upon Sir Dud- 
ley North's dying with eutire resignation, iii. 230. 

Areiipelago, of an island in that sea blown np by an earth- 
quake, ii. 360. 

Archangel, of the housing and )sw there, ii. 309. Great sere- 
nity of that place, of the city, and country about it, ibid. 

Avaniaa, introduciion to the history of thetn, ii. 420, 1st. 
About the audience of the ambassador, ii. 433. 2nd. Upon 
Mr. John Ashby, merchant, in Smyrna, ii. 43S. 3d. Upcm 
account of the new lion dollats brought to Aleppo, ii. 
442. 4th. A seizure of Mr. Pentloe's estate, ii. 452. 
Jth. Upon detaining the capitulations, ii. 463. 6ih. About 
demands made by the Bashaw of Tunis, ii. 469. 7th. About 
the custom of silk outwards, iii. 5. 

Avthority, of the conformity therein, that runs through the 
whole system of government in all nations, iii. 66. 

Ariitotk's Philosophy, bad use made of it, iii. 332. 

..^ufior.his design. iii. S73. Hiaendandreasonafor it, Iii. 274. 
His method in it, ibid. 



Barometer, an experiment made abont it in Conitantinople 

nod England, iii. 204. 
BetofUin, a place so called in Constantinople, iii. 104. 
Broadgate, chaplain to the factory at Smyrna, some account 

of him, ii. S65, 
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Bittkr, Sir Nicbolaa, cluracter of him, iii. 132. 

ButUr, of a butler Sir Dudley had in hia bouse, tthom he 

cured, of being an astrologer, iii, 312. 
Barnnn, Dr., iii. 319.- Time he spent in finding an arc of a 

circle equal to a given straight line, iii. 334. 
BltniVJeU, Mr., nhut sort of painter he was, iii. 880. 
Bookieliers, of them and their trade, iii. 293- 
Breakfatt, order about it established once at Lambeth-Hoase, 

iii. 310. 



Catm, Sir Robert, against the match of his daughter with Sir 

Dudley North, iii. 1 19. Catpe in at last, iii. 120. Sent to 

the Tower, iii. 137. Couceroed in kidnapping at Briatcd, 

iii. 1 38. Cleared of that and forgiven by Jefiiies, iii. 139. 

Died shorily after, and how, iii. 140. 
Capt, of tliat called the North Cape, ii. 304, 
Capitul^lims, account of the renewal of them at Adriaoople, 

by Sir John Finch, iii, 14. 
Cara Muilapha, account of some passages at Constantinople 

since the cutting off of him, iii. 12. 
Caret, long care attended with success turns to habit, iii. 288. 
Caiiiivat, of the sports used at that time, ii. 336. 
Carpenter, few tools the Turkish carpenters use, iii. 44. 
CharUt II; his discourse with Sir Christopher Wren, about 

Winchester-House, iii. 157. 
Child, strange education of one in Peru, iii. 75. 
Ckarch, St. Paul's, why the great arches of the floor, there, 

fell down twice, iii. 210. 
Cimici, what, troublesome in Spain, iii. 93. 
Closeting, the manner of it as it was practised by King 

James II., iii. ISO. 
C'lff^'i drunk much, but no coffee-houaes in Constantinople, 

iii. 105. What Coflee-houses were in Cambridge, in 

Doctor North's time, iii. 309. 
Colt, Mr. Diitton, his motion at the committee of Commons, 

iii. 191. 
Commissioners of the Customs, short account of them, iii. 144. 
Committee, appointed after the Revolution to inspect the 

abuses crept into the pustoms, iii. 143. 
Commuxs, committee of, differ about asking questioos, iii. 190. 
Company, Turkey, of their design to interdict trade with 

Turkey, iii. 151. 
Convent, of a small one of friara in Pera, iii. 45. 
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CorA.of the cork tree, ii. 33-1 

Criminah, none of those jiunialied that had a hand In the 
crimes which brought on the Revolution, lii. 184. 

Charles II., his a|iprobation of the Doctor's sermon at New- 
market, iii. 311. 

D. 

Derrise, insolent hehaviour of one to a great man, ii. 407. 

Of Bome that the merchants rode over, iii.. 60. 
Divtrs, of the governors of them, and how they do justice, 

iii. 69. 
Dogs, of those that are in Turkey, ii. 353. 
Duncfmih. Mr. Charles, who, iii. 136. 
Dutch, heavy sailors, ii. 342, 
Ditiiort, Dr., of his poem upon Dr. North's being made Greek 

Professor, iii. 323. Bome account of him, ibid. 



E. 

Earthquake, of one in the air, ii. 357. Experiment proving 

the same, ii. 358. Of true earthquakes and volcanoes, 

ii. 359. 
Eastern, why the eastern people write from right to left, 

ii. 874. 
Effentli, kept by the factory, and why, ii- 374. 
J^/iiJM, after death, well secured in Turkey, ii. 396. How 

disposed of after death, ibid, 
ExperitBce, reflection upon getting it early, ii. 298. 

F. 

Fiiclian, they endeavoured to prevent Sir Dudley North's 

match, iii. 116. 
Familfi, and education, some thoughts upon them, iii. 379. 
Tell, Dr., dean of Clirist churcli in Oxford, short character 

ofhim.iii. 318. 
Fishing, m:mner of fishing in the Hellespont, iii. 7 1 . 
FlureiKt, of that city and the buildings there, ii. 332. Of the 

rich chapel there, a. 334. Of the houses and waterworks, 

ii. 337. 
Find, of those called diving fowl, ii. 307- 
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G. 

Goveraori, in Turkey, tyrants and yet ilaTes, ii. 846. Of 

Turkish guverninent, ibid. 
Gretkt, state of them, ii. S45. Freedoms in their reh'gion, 

ibid. Hon they got potseision of the holy sepulchre, 

iJL 16. 
Gui/, Mr. Henry, who, iu. 136. 

H. 

Halton, Sir Christopher, some account of bim, iti. 304. 

ffatloH, Lord, some account of bim, iii. 313. 

Hatton, the young Lord, his piety towards his matber and 

family, iii. 314. His providential reward for it, iii, 31£, 
Hedgft, Mr., who, ii. 369. 
House, of a celebrated house or ragion in Constantinople, 

ii. 869. Very much out of order, ii. 870. Of covering 

bouses with lead laid upon loam, iii. 48. 



Jacopo, St., of a devotion paid at a pUc« so called by the 

people of Leghorn, ii. SS9. 
Jeiuils, their practice when any great work is to he published 

by their body, iii. 341. 
Jmt, of those at Constantinople, iii. 61. 
Jezzo, the use of that in shell work amongst the Turks, iii. 

68. Frames of glass for windows made of jezzo, ibid. 
Joj/, great effects of sudden joy, iii. 95. 
Jvdgei, of them, and the trade they drive in Turkey, ii. 376. 
Justict, criminal, bow severe in Turkey, ii. 393. 



Lauderdale, Duke of, why he frequented Newmarket, iii. 387. 
Accepted of an entertainment at Cambridge, ibid. An- 
swered the public orator in Latin, iii. 338. 

Law, nature of the Turkish Law, ii. 384. Something like 
our common law, ii. 385. Mo process, ii. 886. Answers 
made in person, ii. 387. No contrary witness to the 
same fact, ii. 888. No appeals, ii. 369. Exquisite des- 
patch, ii. 391. .Objection to it answered, ii. 39:i. 

Lectares, public, the Doctor's opinion of them, iii. 309. 

Legkont, of the buildings there, ii. 320. Of the mole there, 
li. 324. Of the carnival as it was celebrated there, ii. 
826. Of 4heir women, ibid. Food of English things, ii. 
329. Of the country between Leghorn and Florence, and 
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theii husbandry, ii. SSI. The gentry retailers of wine, 

&;., ii.332. 
Library, occaaion of building that of Trinity College, iii. 365. 
Loan, of loans to great men in Turkey, ii. 409. 
Lucca, of that city, il. 3i6. Of the calcia there, ibid. 

M, ■ 

Mastership, of Trinity College, the burthen of it to the Doc- 
tor, and why, iii. 380. 

Messina, of the feast of iVIadonna de le Littore there, ii. 339. 

Mingrdia, of the ambassador of that nation, iii. 36. 

Misleria, of a privilege ao called, iii. 9. 

Money, of that sort which is most used in Turkey, ii. 44<2. 
The project about conventicling money, iii. 128. Feud at 
court about the money arising from the duty of excise and 
hearth money, iii. 148. Clipped money reformed the worat 
way, iii. 171. Enquiry into tiie levying money without 
law by King James II., laid aside by the faction, and wliy, 
iii. 196. 

Music, reflection upon the pleasures of it, iii- 293. 

. N. 

Navy, Sir Dudley North's opinion of it, and the then ma- 
nagement, iii. 154. 

Newton, Sir Isaac, obliged to Dr. Barrow, how, iii. 334. 

Noa obstantes, and regulations, some account of them, iii. 
179. 

North, Mr. Mountagu, called from Aleppo to Constantinople, 
ii.401. Fell ill of the plague, iii. 48. Ofthe sore he had in 
his arm after the plague, iii. 50. Imprisoned in France, 
and why, iii. 21?. 

North, Lady, Sir Dudley's mother, her incomparable piety 
and aHectlon for her children, ii. 291. 

North, Lady, Sir Dudley's wife, prosecuted for conventicling 
money afler the revolution, iii. ISO. Some notes upon 
that prosecution, iii. 131. 

North, Sir Dudley, his parenfage and name, ii. 289. How 
bis name came into the family, ibid. Forward and beauti- 
ful when a child, ii. Z90, Stole by a beggar in London, 
ibid. Had the plague and recovered, ii. 291. Put to 
Buiy School, ibid. But an indifferent scholar, ii. 292. Ill 
used by his master, ibid. Early disposition to merchan- 
dise, ibid. Placed at a writing-school, ii. 293. Escaped 
2 e8 
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ruin there, hon, ihid. Lover of eockfighting, ii. S94. 
Desperate awimmeT, ibid. How he shot London bridge, 
ii. 295. His bold adventures in that exercise, ibid. Bad 
expedieata he used to get money, ii. 296. Desperately 
ID debt, and bow relieved, ii. 297. Bound to a Turkey 
merchant, ii. i99. Sent supercargo to Archangel, ii. 300. 
Account of his voyage thither, from hi« own pen, ii. 301. 
His departure and sea- sickness, ii. 302. Was refused any 
instruction by the seamen, ii. 305. Met with a great 
storm in their voyage from Archangel to Leghorn, ii, 315, 
Performed quaraotine at Alicant, ii. 317. The like 
strictly at Leghorn, ii. 319. Variety of passengers in 
their ship, ii, 341. His mercantile stock and factorage 
but small, ii. 349. Lived ihrifiily abroad, and why, ii. 350, 
Hunted upon an ass, ii. 353> His character and conduct 
at Smyrna, ii. 354. Recovered a Smyrna fever, ii. 361. 
Difference he had with his master, and came to England, 
and why,t(i(/. Hardships in hisvoyage back to Italy, ii.36S. 
Agreed witb his master, and went out again, ii. 365. 
Doubtful of his condition, ii. 364. Excursion to Venice, 
ii. 866. Removed to Cunstantinoplc, ii. 367. Saying of 
his, iind. Took upon him the conduct of the factory at 
Constantinople, ii. 369. Began the accounts anew, ii. 970. 
Immense pains in gettin« in debts, ii. 371. Managed 
above five hundred la w-suita, ii. S72. Acquired the Turk- 
ish speech and writing, ii. 373. Hisfriendshipwithacadi, 
ii. 375. Got some debts by threatening to require them in 
another world, ii. 381. Helped a judge through a difficult 
cause, ii. 382. Accused before a cadi, but escaped, ibid. 
Trouble from his partner Mr. Palmer, ii. 397. Broke witb 
him, and why, ii. 399. Accounted to England and re- 
tired, ii. 400. Called his brother Mountagu from Aleppo, 
ii. 401. Business returned soon, ii. 402. Chose treasu- 
rer, and built conveniences, ibid. Served by a chiurm of 
galley slaves, ii. 404. After his buildings finished, he 
■pld bis house, ii, 405. His way of living there, ii, 406. 
His conversation with a bey of a galley, ii. 411. An ad- 
venture he had with some bad cloth he sold to Bobabassan, 
ii, 413. Almost lamed once with sitting cross-legged, ii, 
413. Cured himself of two wens on his knees, ii, 414. 
Cures he made upon himself by nay of diet, ii. 415. His 
•bow audience before the grand signor, ii. 417. His ad- 
dress and security against knaves, ii. 418. His great 
bias tu truth, ii. 419. Of his relation of the Avaniaa, ii. 
420, Opposed the ambassador about levying money, ii. 
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428. Account of a letter he wrote to a minister of the 
grand Duke of Tuscan/a at Constantinople, ii. 425. A 
repulse he met with in buying a horse, ii. 426. How well 
he understood the genius of the Turks, ii. 427. His 
thought of being ambassador, iii. 34. The great concern 
he had in the audience, iii. 38. Made a plan of Constan- 
tinople, which he afterwards lost, iii. 40. His good na- 
ture to merchants newly come, iii. 47. His adventure 
with a grave-digger, iii. 49. Escape he had from a super- 
stitious rabble, iii. 54. His way of shifting off discourse 
about religion, iii. 58. I'ook a just view of the seraglio, 
iii. 73. Character of him while abroad, iii. 74. Prepa- 
ration to come away, ibid. Stopped at Smyrna, iii. 77. 
Voyage from thence, iii. 78. Sailed to Alicant, iii. 91. 
Passage over land to Cadiz, iii. 92. Diverted himself 
with marine experiments, iii, 93. Wore his garb for some 
days afler he came over, iii. 95. Cured his sleeping out 
of time, how, iii. 96. Made a visit to liis mother, iii, 98. 
Acted for her executor, ibid. Settled in London, iii. 101. 
Disliked paying and receiving hy bankers, iii. 103. Bought 
stock, and made a director of the African company, iii. 
106. Indexible against knaves, iii. 107. In danger of 
his life from his resoluteness, ibid. Recommended by the 
lord keeper to, the Lord Rochester, iii. 109. Paid no 
regard to the means used to divert him from holding she- 
riff, iii. 113. Summoned to appear before the court of 
aldeinien, and sworn sheriff, iii. 1 1 7. Applied to feasting 
the companies, as usual, iii. 122. Troubled about the 
executions during his year, iii. 124. Chosen alderman, 
imd acted as justice of the peace, iii. 125. His behaviour 
in that capacity, iii, 196. His dealing in conventicling 
cases, iii. 127. Paid his money into the exchequer, iii. 
128. Placed in the customs, 131. Took a great house 
in a bad situation, iii. 134. His way of living there, 
ibid. His behaviour in the customs, iii. 141. Railed 
at by smugglers, ibid. Inexorable in cases of fraud, 
iii, 145. Troubled with hard questions from the trea- 
sury, iii. 146. Answered them, how, ibid. Proved that 
the farmers of the duties of excise, and hearths, falsi- 
fied their accounts, iii. 149. Discovered the Turkey 
Company's design to interdict trade, iii. 1 51. His answer 
to those that reflected on this discovery in the Turkey 
court, iii. 153. Made commissioner of the treasury, ibid. 
Put into the customs again by King James II., iii, 158. 
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Chose roember for Baabury, iii. 159. Managed for die 
crown in pailiameot, iii. 160. Proposed a tax upon 
sugars and tobacco, iii. 161. Baffled the traders at my 
Lord Rocbester's bouse about the tax, iii. 163. Car- 
lied tbrough with much trouble, iii. 164. Advised the 
vay to make the accounts, iii. 165. Against the coinage 
bill, and why, iii. 166. Scaadatised at clipped money, 
a iid the reason, iii. 168. PubUshed a pamphlet about it, 
iii. 170. Scandalised at the laws for the poor, iii. 173. 
Undertakes the care of the Lord Keeper's children and 
their estates, after his lordship's death, iii. 174. Dedi- 
cates one room in his house to that trust, iii. 175. Kept 
the accounts mcTcantilely, ibid. Applied to purchasing 
estates, iii. 177. Closeted by the King, iii. 180. Threat- 
ened from Holland, iii. 182. The like from Exeter, iii. 
183. Stayed behind when others ran away, ibid. heR out 
of the new commission of the customs, iii. 185. Reduced 
to a mere merchant, iii. 186. Left ofT trading, why, ibid. 
Examined before the committee of Lords, and also before 
that of the Commons, iii. 1S8. Escaped a snare laid for 
him by means of his eldest brother, iii. 194. Refused to 
assist his brother in-law the Earl of YarmoutI), when con- 
y to bis duty, iii. 197. Turned a near relation out of 
, nolwitiiElanding the importunity of another re- 
1, and why, iii. 199. Refused to pay Mi'. Fohey a 
postponed debt of the navy, iii. 200. Reduced to a pri- 
vate stale, and how, iii. 201. Spoiled a project of seal- 
ing beams, iii. S03, Detested all projects, and derided 
divers of them, iii. 303. Laughed at the Earl of Yar- 
mouth about a copper mine in America, ibid. The like 
about a sough, or drain to a lead mine near Wales, ibid. 
Loved sights, and afraid of being turned out of public 
places, iii. 305. Ventured high in the Monument and 
Bow steeple, iii. 307. Great lover of building, and 
some observations of his in that way, iii. 208. Would 
have been glad to build, and liked surveying, 209. His 
manner of living, ibid. His private diversion, and- great 
care of his children, iii. 213. How he supplied his hobse 
with vinegar, iii. 214. Loved travelling, ibid. His resi< 
dence in summer, where, ibid. Manual exercises, iii. £15. 
Could not get his brother Mountagu released out. of prison, 
why, iii. 217. Pursues his mechanic exercises, iii. 219. 
Liked no diversion that did not admit of sitting, iii. SSO. 
Escaped a trap laid for him by a cunning principal, iii. 221. 
Ill used by the Turkey company, ibid, Coocemed in bnt 
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one law-suit, iii. S23. Discourse of his with lady Dacies, 
whea his brother decreed against him in a law-suit, ibid. 
Escaped a bad wound, and how, iii, 224. The worst 
of him and his morals, iii. 225. His coostttutton and 
temper of body, iii. 2S6. How cured of a great griping, 
ibid. Came to live with his brother in Covent Garden, 
iii. 2S7. Journey to Bristol, and upon his return taken 
iU with a great cold, iii. 228. His last sickness and be- 
haviour under it : his final departure, iii. 230. Interred 
in Covent Garden church, and afterwards removed to 
Glemhara in Suffolk, iii. 231. 
North, Dr. his parentele and relation, iii. 276. His tempe- 
- rature of body and mind, ibid. Where and when at school, 
iii. 277. Of his picture in his cavalier's cloak, iii. 280. 
Perfect school scholar, iii. 282. Had lectures in logic 
from his father before he went to school, iii. 283. Ad- 
mitted fellow'Commoner of Jesus', College in Cambridge, 
ibid. His behaviour there, iii. 284. Hia studies, how di- 
rected, ibid. His natural infirmity, what, iii. 885. Con- 
auered his own fear once, and how, iii, 286. His moral re- 
ections andatrict conduct ofhis fortunes, iii. 287. His cares 
continued after the cause ceased, iii. 288. Made fellow of 
the college, iii. 289. Advances he made towards a library, 
iii. 290. His opinion of books in general, iii. 291. Industry 
in collecting, iii, 292. How he read his authors, iii. 295. 
Applied to the tongues, ibid. How he employed short in- 
tervals, ibid. Made even his conversation instructive, iii, 296. 
Empty discourse and pastime, not to his taste, ibid. At- 
tempted music upon the organ, but made no advance, iii. 
«97. How he came to leave it oif, iii. 298. Diverted 
himself with feeding spiders in glass battles, tiitf. Witty 
in company, but rigidly sober, iii. 301. Affected conver- 
' aation with foreigners and virtuosi, ibid, Lefl tbe com- 
mon room, and passed his evenings in private company, 
iii- 302. Affected the company of the young quality, and 
wby, iii. 303. Advanced his acquaintance in London, iii- 
Soi. Sharp upon the ladies, iii. 805. Meditated changing 
his college, and why, iii. S06. Preferred to a sinecure in 
Wales, by the Archbishop of Canterbury, ibid. His belia- 
viour in concerns more public, iii. 307. His observation 
upon the parties in the university of CHmbridge in his 
time, iii. S08. Generally esteemed, ibid. Due observer 
of public lectures, iii. 309. His opinion of public lec- 
. tnres, t^. Kept chapel, ibid. Frequented no cofiee- 
house, ibid. Preached before King Charles 11., iii. 311. 
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Opinion tlie ladies Iiad of his sermon, iii. 31 2. Made his 
falhei's chaplain recsnt a heresy, ibtJ. Of bis journeyings, 
iii. 31S. Journey to his sinecure, and enteriainment in 
Wales, iii. 316. The hke to Oxford, and his acquaintance 
and entertainment there, iii. 317. Removed to Trinity 
College, and why, iii. 319. Made Master of ibat College, 
when, iii. 320. Laboured in Greek, and made Greek 
Professor, iii. 321. Ris seniimenU of the usefulness of 
that language to a divine, iii. 3!2. Made clerk of the 
closet to King Charles 1I-, iii. 32S. Advice given htm hy 
an old courtier, ibid. Dealt as a confessor to some about 
the court, iii. 324. His observation upon those that fre- 
quented the court, ilnd. Made prebeiid of Westminster, 
iii. 325, Accepted and greatly esteemed by the Duke of 
Lauderdale, ibid. How he first came acquainted with the 
Duke, iii. 326. Made Doctor of Divinity in his presence, 
iii. 327. Of his studies, iii. 329. His opinion of Plato 
fliid Aristotle, iii. 380. What books he published, ibid. 
His vrritings, especially Greek, fair and orderly, iii. SSS. 
Entered but a little way into the mathematics, ibid. How 
he came not to like them, ibid. Advice he gave his pupil 
touching mathematics, iii. 334. Master of the, then, new 
philosoi^y, iii. 33.^. Loved to moderate in disputes, ibid. 
What subjects he intended to pursue particularly, iii. 337. 
Complained of the drudgery of composing, iii. 340. Had 
no assistance, and suflered by his slowness, iii. 341. Sur- 
prised by a fatal sickness ; and ordered all his MSS. to be 
burnt, iii. 342. Of a small noie-book that escaped, iii. 
343. Some account of his notions out of it, ibid. Some 
singularities in his humour, iii. 348. Never would com- 
municate any of his designs, ibid. Perpetually tJioughttiJ 
and very diffident, iii. 349. Never would have his picture 
drawn, ibid. Florid visage, b>it weak constitution, ibid. 
Inclined to the gravel, and addicted to forebode extremi- 
ties, iii. 350. His great cares in small matters, owing to 
his constitution, iii. 351. His continual art and endea- 
vours to mend himself, iii. S58. Loverof raillery, I'Aiif. His 
religious and moral character, iii. 354. Would not accept 
of an organ from Sir John Cuts, and why, iii. 355. Averse 
to ridiculing any religion, ibid. Averse to faction, and pre- 
ferred absolute monarchy to pure democracy, iii, 356. His 
rigid course of life whilst master of Trinity College, iii. 356. 
Hia solicitude about elections of fellows, iii. 360. How he 
obviated mandates, iii. 362. Thought over-rigorous, and so . 
became unpopular, and was afironted, iii. 363. Of the di^ 
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feiences between him and his seniors, iii. 366. Of a par- 
ticular alTront put upon him by one of them, iii. 368. Dis- 
abled by neakoess, ibid. His tragical speech about his 
fuoeral, ibid. His severities to himself increased, iii. 369. 
Did not care to give reasons for his actions, iii. 870. Af- 
fiicted Triili rheums and the swelling of the uvula, ibid. 
Remedies prescribed for that, iii. 378. Reduced to a skele- 
ton, and went to London, iii. 373. Wonderfully recovered 
there, and how, iii. 874, Fell into an ^oplectic fit, whilst 
admonishing two scholars, iii. 375. Management of him 
by the Cambridge physicians, iii. 376. Effect of his sleep- 
ing, which the Lady North ordered against the advice of 
the physicians, iii. 378. Left in a dead palsy, and his no- 
tions, ibid. His mind turned wholly to levities, iii. 380. 
These continued some time after he left his bed, iii. 381. 
His apoplexy followed by epileptic fits, iii. 382. His re- 
ligion not diminished during all bis weakness, iii. 383. 
His judgment recovered strength as bis weakness in- 
creased, iii. 384. His attempts to preach stopped by fits, 
iii. 386. Wine a relief against his fits, iii. 387. Charity 
and devotion constant, ibid. His death and epitaph, and 
why no more, iii. 389. Marriage might have done him 
service, and why, ibid. Saying of his at a christening of 
his best brother's, ibid. His integrity whole and unim- 
peached to the last, iii. 390. 



Oatei, Titus, his disappointment at Sir Dudley North's escap- 
ing scot-free, iii. 192. 

Ordtrt, holy, observaiion on the inducements towards enter- 
ing into them, iii. 284. 



Palitter, Hr., who, ii. 397. 

Parliament, enquire into the proceedings of the former reigns, 

iii. 187. 
Petrifictttion, of common petrification, ii. 348. 
Pipes, for tobacco, a particular way of making them in 

Turkey, iii. 71. 
Pisa, of that town, ii. 320. Of the Givooo di Ponte there, ii, 

321. Of the Leaning Tower, ii. 382. 
Plot, Popish, belief of it among the merchants abroad, iii. 
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Prorerb, tt particular one among the merchants, ii. S71. The 

world is a tail, &c., a story relating to it, iii. 61, 
FubUc, state of it when Sir Dudley came over, iii, 112. 

Q. 

Quaker, of one that came to Constantinople, iii. 36. 



Reading over, the use of it in Turkey, ii. S6. 

Retigim, danger of talking about it with the Turks, iii. 57. 

Rochefler, Lord, his resentment of a discovery made by Sir 
Dudley North, iii. ISl. Madelordhigh treasurer, iii. 158. 

Ruttiatu, traffic our seamen drove with them when Sir Dudley 
North arrived near Archangel, ii. 306. Soldiers of that 
nation came ahoard the English, ii, 308. Of their natives, 
their hot-houses and women, ii, 310. Of their supersti- 
tions, ii. 311. General character of them, ibid. How 
they manage their com, ii, 312, Of their religion and 
monasteries, ibid. Their manner of work and building, 
ii. 313. The manner of their baths, ibid. 



String, of a gentleman that parted with his wife upon the score 
of cttckoldom, iii. 120. Of a philosopher to PyrrhuB, iii. 
KSO. Of a surgeon who made a quick cure of a wound in 
the leg of one of Sir Dudley North's servants, iii. 225. 

School, Btory of one that could not understand tiomogene and 
heterogene, iii. 283, 

Sc/UMil, at the discipline of Bury school in Dr. North's time, 

Scot, Mr., a bookseller, some account of him, iii. 290. 

Sea, state of the White Sea and the islands thereabonls, ii. 307. 

Seaman, of the life a seaman leads, ii. 305. 

Seraglio, manner of dealing with die people of it, ii. 408. 

Skies, of the condition of those in Turkey, iii, 62. Of two 
that he brought home with him, iii. 64. 

Smyrna, of that bay, and the embatty there, ii. 343. The 
eSecta of the air there upon things at a distance, ibid. Of 
the Greeks in that country, ibid. Of the houses and an- 
tiquities thereabouts, ii. 347. 

Speech, in Asia, figurate, iii. 60. 

Spiders, of their way of life, and how they cast their skin. 
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Stephem, Dr., master of Bury actiool, some account of him, 
ii. S91. iii. 277- Some observations upon those gentle- 
men whom he clothed in Cavalier cloaks, iii. 330. 

Stone, of some excrescences found growing out of stones, 
ii. 325. 

Strotnboh, of the burning mountain of that name, ii. 339. 



Tar, process of making it, ii. 31S. 

Tax, upon sugar and tobacco, what opposition it met with, 
iii. 161. 

Tuaii, account of, iii. 78. 

Turh, how amazed at hounds, ii. i53. Of their constitu- 
tion, ii. 437. Notion they have of an ambassador, iii. 
S5. Notion they have of what we call curiosity, iiii 39. 
Their way of building houses with wood, iii. 43. Some 
houses built there with sun-burnt bricks, iii. 44. Do not 
build pompous houses, and why, ilnd. Why the face of that 
empire looks wretched, iii, i5. They think that angels go- 
vern the plague, iii. 55. Their opinion of men being alive 
in their graves, iii. 57. Some fondnesses of the most 
simple of them, ibid. Why they endeavour to make pro- 
selytes, iii. 58. A Turk convinced against fatalism, how, 
iii. 61. Parable to show their tyrannous disposition, iii. 6fi. 
Difficult to know Turkey well, iii. 72. 

Tuscany, grand duke of, his manner of hunting, ii. 333. His 
care of the game, ii. 334. Of his gallery and curiosities, 
ii. 335. Character of a minister of his at Constantinople, 
ii. 424. 



Vizier, of one that repulsed a man that came to com[dain, 

iii. 66. 
Vote, particular kind made by a charitable man in Turkey, 

iii 106. 

W. 

Water, of a device for lifting it, iii. 67. 

Williams. Sir William, his motion at the committee of the 

Commons, iii. 191. 
Winds, uncertamty of them, near the shore between Leghorn 

and Corsica, ii. 318. Of the winds in the Archipelago, 

ii. 341. 
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WUneu, tbe uie of false witnesses in Turkey, ii. 378. Use 

the French made of a false witness, ii. 380. 
Wtakneis, of body, hath nothing to do with good-will, iii, 287. 
WettmititUr, of that chapter and collegiate church, iii. 306, 

Wren, Bishop of Ely, saying of his, when Dr. North came to 
be admitted JntoaNorth fellowship, iii. 289. Another say- 
ing of his, ibid. 

Writtrt, of Lives, design of many of them, iii. 273. 
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